S?  J 


THE 


HISTORY 


O  F 


FRANCE, 

FROM  THE 

MOST  EARLY  RECORDS, 

TO  THE 

DEATH  OF  LOUIS  XVI. 

THE  ANCIENT  PART 

By  WILLIAM  BECKFORD ,  Esq. 

AUTHOR  OP 

A  DESCRIPTIVE  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  ISLAND  OF  JAMAICA. 

THE  MODERN  PART 

BY  AN  ENGLISH  GENTLEMAN, 

WHO  HAS  BEEN  SOME  TIME  RESIDENT  IN  PARIS. 


IN  FOUR  VOLUMES. 


VOLUME  I. 


ENRICHED  WITH  HISTORICAL  ENGRAVINGS  FROM  THE  ORIGINAL 
DRAWINGS  OP  BURNEY,  COREOULD,  RYLEY,  RICHTER, 
DAYES,  BYRON,  TURNER,  MOREAU,  &C.  &C. 


LONDON: 

PRINTED  FOR  J.  S.  JORDAN,  NO.  1 66,  FLEET-STREET. 

M.BCC.XCir. 

~t  fi 


I — / 


1  iSW  <■  'Ao/' . 


//oAAie  //ei -; /////( aw ,  ^zyoz\  V  'A’A/z.  E%.(/£.t/. 
A/ezAzzz '  z>AAzzzzzAzAA t ,  ^  A a//#//  /AeozzAe/z  Avzz  ’/  zy 
(rf^J/ZzA/e/t/ .  ''  * 


f' 

'A/  rVAt  err>e  rrA///tz?/.i  zz /A'zz o/Z‘  ArzAzyez*  z/r/z'z  corn Zzz/erzre  zizio 


J 


<7cA'/7W/vfvv7yv>r>  yt 

/zz/zzzA'Az^z  Vo  Ae  //ze  y/tzzAe  zz/z/V cozzi^or/  oy  ' /zz y  Jy  r ,  -  /  rz,/zszrAez -  /Azzs 
/////Ay,  zz.z  zz  czzzrz/zAtzm-z?/  //>  zzz/y  izzzzzz/zy,  A  a  /zzAzz/r  o/ zz///  y  'zzz/z/zzAz , 
anVi/am  o  zz  A izsm ■/ -/z  /A o /  /A,  nAA^//,..,  -  /  A  so  zzz/zAAvAz  zz  o/vAzo 


■//zy  zy  \ 


^N</  /  /  ~ ' y 1  y,>  1  ^ 

////<•</ /////  r///A/y  sz?/-?y  /A///Z  /Azr  oAAor ///■//  •  /  zziz/A, 

■  ’A/'/////-  zs/zozz  z/A/zzA  //  /,/  z/AoZzyA  . 

*-V  z'zzzz  A/  zAzz  AAA /////>//  /Azose  z/Jeyz/A  /zz  Az/z  />  zy'  z/Azz/A,  /yzzzz 
zz-zr y/ysz-zz,  zz/zzzzz  /Azw  zAzyzzzz/  zz ccz'zzz/z/zs/z  zz/ozz/s  Ay  zzAzzzAz  zy/’/z  zzre 
zAz.Vzzzz/zzz.  AzzA; zzzzzA zz/zozz  /Az'o.zz-  z-z/zAz/zs  zz/  /Azz-  Aiezti/  A//  z/A/zrAz  zyozz  z/rz- 
■zz-.yiz-zVzzAzzzzz  /zAozzz-z/,  zoezte  rf  nzy/ zz.z.,  zzz  c/A  /Azzz/  zrzozAes/y  £  zz  rAzzr  = 
z  ",  /,  >z.,  /zr  y  zyzzzzz  z-zzz/zztzo,  zzzAzA  //zzz/  //  zzzzszz/zA  Az  nez-zA/y  V,  zr/ezz/zzrzz 
fzAzzrV  A  so  zyen&taAAiy  Anznzz/i  . 

.  Asy/aAfer  zzztyseAy vA/zz/ •  /Azzz.rz-  zz/  Arzz,,/  ,< A/ ///■//  some 

zAzyz  z-zzzz/z’z// zzz  .W/zzzzjzezyzvyzer  zoz/zzr  zz/zozz  zyozzz-  es/eem ;  UsAzzzzAzA 

/A/Zs  Z  Z> A ~  '/  z  ■/, 


fyzAz  zzieea  zfzolizz/'r  //,  z/zzz/,  zztor 


zzzzzzzr.z  zzzz  A/  zzy'zyzzvzz-  /zryz-Z/zz-z 

z  ...  /  ■  V  r  - y . 'y  "'««  •'*>  /Aze'zz'  / 't'czzz'zAz’zA , 

zz  z//  zzzzz/zz/zzc,  zA/rusV,  AezzAzrez,  ,„y  /z'zo.z/zecAs,  zznzA/o yzotziA  zzz  zy 
szzz/zzziczz/.)  Vo  Azzzzz.  zzA/z'  AzA/zz-rA /c  zAz-zzz-  /AfZ/Z  .  / 

QA  zzzzzSA/'zn  >///•.' 

^v/a  /•/■'/ zy y/zz/Ay //A 

zzz/z  zzyy/  zVzz'ZZzrA  yz-Z/  z/,'  ,  -  ,  / 

/  Iz/zzzZ  ///  VtrrAz  z'zzA . 


'ZUAA  /yy  ■■  ome/ /Azeyz ezz/A/Azzyz  ZAzz/  ziV/Aze-zz-  / ■/■/■/>/ 


■/Az 


'B  h  i>v\  s  jy 

JLtS 


PREFACE. 


To  revert  to  the  beginnings  of  life,  and  to  trace 
the  progrefs  of  manners  throughout  its  different 
combinations  ;  to  bring  down  the  ftream  of  truth 
unpolluted  in  its  courfe,  and  to  follow  it  through 
its  various  channels  ;  has  been  the  toil  of  the  Na- 
turalift  and  the  Hiftorian,  from  the  moft  early 
ages  in  which  letters  began  to  imprint  the  reflec¬ 
tions  of  the  mind,  and  fcience  to  enlarge,  and  to 
analyfe  the  ideas  of  man. 

Some  nations  appear  to  burft  forth  at  once  with 
a  plenitude  of  glory,  and,  like  the  fun,  to  dif- 
perfe  the  mifts  of  doubt  and  prejudice  with  the 
flrft  expanfion  of  its  beams ;  while  others  fhine 
out  in  fplendour  for  a  time,  and  then,  refembling 
particular  fcreams,  difappear  for  ages,  and  are 
afterwards  feen  to  glide  by  degrees  into  confe- 
quence,  and  at  length  to  overfpread  a  country 
with  clearnefs  and  fertility. 

In  a  hiftory  like  that  of  France,  it  is  more  dif¬ 
ficult  to  determine  in  what  part  to  take  up  the 
clue,  than  to  follow  the  thread  of  inquiry ;  and 
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been  inftrumental  in  making  thofe  better,  who 
once  were  bad ; — are  objects  of  fome  concernment 
to  every  community,  however  diftant  in  time  it 
may  be  from  the  period  in  which  thefe  falutary 
reformations  may  have  chanced  to  happen. 

We,  who  have  leifure  to  trace  effects  from 
caufes,  and  to  develope  the  errors  that  have  oc- 
cafloned  reform,  fhould  apply  this  axiom  to  our- 
lelves ;  for  v/here  is  there  an  empire  upon  earth 
that  may  not  profit  from  confufion,  correct  the 
vices  of  preceding  times,  and  learn  to  deduce 
from  the  torrents  of  mifery  by  which  they  have 
been  inundated,  a  gentle  ftream  to  fupport  go¬ 
vernment,  and  to  bear  it  placidly  through  the 
fhocks  of  fortune,  and  the  norms  of  life  ? 

An  hiftorian,  likewife,  while  he  turns  back  his 
eyes  upon  diftant  events,  fhould  carefully  examine 
by  what  they  have  been  occafioned ;  and  fhould 
pbferve,  if  they  have  helped  to  influence  the  pre- 
fent  conftitution,  by  what  channels  they  have 
proceeded  to  eftablifh  this  acquired  end ;  and 
whether  the  polity  of  former  times  may  have 
had  any  open  or  latent  influence  upon  our  pre¬ 
judices,  and  have  either  weakened  our  former 
judgment,  or  flrengthened  our  prefent  mode  of 
political  thinking. 

The  aeras  of  ancient  hiftory  being  fo  much  in¬ 
volved  in  fable,  we  can  deduce  very  little  fatisfac- 
tion,  upon  the  fcore  of  information,  from  ufelefs 
chronicles  and  unauthenticated  records ;  for  if  we 
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iTiall  be  able  to  extradt  but  one  clear  page  from 
the  dud,  by  which  they  may  be  disfigured,  yet 
fuperftition  may  Hand  in  the  place  of  knowledge ; 
and  from  bigotry  we  know  by  fatal  experience, 
that  little  is  to  be  gotten  to  improve  the  under- 
danding,  or  to  amend  the  heart. 

We  fhould  be  acquainted  wfith  the  character  of 
the  man,  to  form  a  jud  criterion  of  his  adtions ; 
for  even  the  perfonal  defcription  of  a  great  and 
illudrious  character,  may  help  to  intered  us  in 
his  life,  and  deeds :  we  form  our  party  from  pre¬ 
dilection,  and  are  governed,  in  our  partiality  or 
difgud,  by  the  features  of  a  face,  or  the  fymme- 
try  and  proportion  of  the  limbs.  This,  however, 
is  a  faulty  dandard,  by  which  to  meafure  the 
vices,  or  to  afcertain  a  knowledge  of  the  virtues 
of  the  fpecies.  Exterior  forms  are  but  rarely 
feen  to  mark  the  habits  of  the  man  ;  as  well  may 
the  ornaments  of  drefs  denote  the  value  and  ac- 
complifhments  of  the  mind. 

It  is  but  feldom  that  great  men,  but  particu¬ 
larly  kings  and  heroes,  adt  up  to  an  uniform  con- 
fidency  of  character.  We  fee  them  moderate  at 
one  time,  and  at  another  oppreflive,  treacherous, 
and  vindictive.  The  concerns  of  life  do  not  fiow 
with  them  with  that  equability  which  better  marks 
a  fubordinate  condition.  Expofed  to  envy,  and 
hence  to  the  drafts  of  obloquy,  a  peculiar  caution 
is  required  in  their  fpeech  and  actions ;  and  being 
the  difpenfers  of  emoluments  and  honours,  their 
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favours  are  examined  with  invidious  fcmtiny  $ 
and  the  partakers  of  their  frniles,  and  the  depofi- 
taries  of  their  confidence,  are  confidered  as  the 
unjuft  anticipaters  of  the  royal  diftindtions,  and 
fopn  become  the  objects  of  diflike,  the  vidtims 
of  mortification,  or  the  martyrs  of  contempt. 

In  the  following  pages  we  .fhall  difcern  many 
difcriminations  of  character,  and  a  great  variety 
of  political  changes.  We  fhall  fee  alternate 
ftruggles  in  the  people  for  a  refumption  of  their 
natural  rights  ;  we  fhall  behold  their  privileges 
trodden  under  foot,  a  fyftem  of  tyranny  arife  from 
the  afhes  of  defpondency,  and  freedom  at  laft  re¬ 
fume  its  rights  from  the  confines  of  the  tomb. 

We  fhall  obferve  a  great  empire  weakened  by 
extenfion  ;  and  armies  left,  from  a  fuperfluity  of 
numbers.  We  fhall  have  frequent  occafion  to 
paufe  and  to  moral ife  upon  the  ftate  of  kingdoms, 
and  to  refledt  upon  the  lives  of  men. 

In  examining,  therefore,  the  events,  and  in  re¬ 
lating  the  revolutions  of  France,  wre  fhall  endea¬ 
vour  to  keep  ourfelves  unbiaffed  ;  and  it  fhall  be 
our  ftudy  to  feledt  fuch  paffages,  and  to  enforce 
fuch  maxims,  as  we  fhall  conceive  the  moft  likely 
to  elucidate  the  fubjedt,  and  to  fix  upon  the  mind 
thofe  imprefhons  of  humanity  and  mercy  which 
fpread  a  glory  around  the  throne  of  the  con¬ 
queror  ;  without  dwelling  with  too  much  pertina¬ 
city  of  defeription,  upon  thofe  adts  of  rapine  and 
injuftice,  that  fo  often  difgrace  the  annals  of  the 
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king,  and  afTociate  with  infamy  the  charader  of 
the  man. 

We  lhall,  at  all  times,  dudioudy  feparate  the 
private  virtues  of  the  heart,  from  the  unwarrant¬ 
able  pradices  of  public  outrage,  and  fuccefsful 
fraud :  the  defeds  of  reafon  indeed  fhould  be 
glanced  over  with  filent  notice,  and  pitiful  con¬ 
cern  ;  but  thofe  head-drong  paflions  that  lead  to 
injudice,  and  when  power  is  become  the  only 
fandion  of  oppredion,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  his¬ 
torian  to  expofe  ;  nor  fhould  he  differ  the  dread 
of  a  name  to  ftifle  the  druggies  of  virtue,  or  to 
infringe  the  rights  of  domedic  peace. 

The  mod  exalted  and  the  mod  didinguifhed 
charaders  are  fubjed,  like  ourfelves,  to  the  infir¬ 
mities  of  nature,  and  to  the  errors  of  life ;  and 
the  pomp  that  is  attached  to  the  perfon,  and  the 
fplendour  that  furrounds  the  throne,  of  the  mo¬ 
narch,  are  the  means  by  which  we  are  deprived 
of  the  opportunity  of  diving  into,  and  of  bring¬ 
ing  forth  to  outward  view,  the  foibles  of  the 
.  heart. 

Religion,  as  it  combines  the  various  duties 
of  life,  we  fhall  refped  and  venerate ;  and  the 
fovereign,  as  the  head  of  the  church,  fhould 
confcientioufiy  condder  that  he  is  to  fet  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  devotion  to  his  people  ;  and  that  if,  from 
mental  confeffion,  he  cannot  abfolve  himfelf  from 
crimes,  how  great  will  be  the  rifk  of  his  being 
able  to  enforce,  either  orthodoxy  in  matters  of 
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faith,  or  to  extort  obedience  in  the  article  of 
government,  from  the  unfettled  conformity  of 
others  1  ^ 

Upon  fpiritual  fubjects,  diffufively  treated,  we 
fhall  not  prefume  to  dwell,  excepting  in  thofe 
cafes  in  which  the  introduction  of  them  fhall 
appear  to  be  abfolutely  neceffary ;  for  difputa- 
tions  upon  matters  of  confcience,  and  fcepticifm 
upon  topics  in  which  our  prefent  comforts  and 
future  hopes  are  concerned,  are  of  a  nature  too 
delicate  to  be  introduced  with  levity,  and  to  be 
ipoken  of  with  indifference ;  and  fhould  never 
meet  the  reader’s  eye,  but  in  the  garb  of  fimple 
virtue,  and  unaffuming  innocence. 

Deputation  is  more  apt  to  four  the  mind  than 
convince  the  underftanding ;  and  if  carried  to  ex- 
cefs,  it  will  irritate  inflead  of  foothe  :  befides,  re¬ 
ligion  is  now  become  fo  much  the  theme  of  argu¬ 
mentation,  that  we  fhall  leave  the  difcuflion  of 
its  errors  to  the  polemic,  and  of  its  merits  to  the 
divine ;  and  yet  we  cannot  help  lamenting,  in  this 
place,  that  the  mention  of  it  fhould  fo  often  find 
its  way  into  works  of  fancy,  and  fhould  be¬ 
come  fo  popular  a  fubjedt  of  animadverfion  in 
thofe  writings  which  are  read  with  fo  much  avi¬ 
dity,  and  in  which  the  charms  of  ftyle,  and  the 
elegance  of  didtion,  make  amends,  with  fome,  for 
the  want  of  argument,  the  conviction  of  reafon, 
and  the  luminations  of  truth. 
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Feeling,  as  we  do,  a  refpedt  for  government, 
when  it  becomes  the  cement  of  order,  and  the 
protection  of  right,  we  lhall  always  juftify  that 
power  that  is  given  by  the  people,  however  we 
may  be  difpofed  to  arraign  that  authority  that  is 
wrefted  from  the  weak  by  the  hand  of  the  ftrong ; 
and  feeling,  as  we  do,  ibr  the  natural  rights  of 
man,  we  lhall  always  fpeak  with  reverence  of 
thofe  druggies  which  are  the  effects  of  public 
virtue ;  and  fhall  record  with  pleafure  the  tri¬ 
umph  of  liberty  over  high-ftrained  prerogative 
and  defpotic  ufurpation. 

The  tafk  we  have  undertaken,  we  know,  par¬ 
ticularly  at  this  time,  to  be  full  of  difficulty  and 
danger  ;  but  that  fpirit  of  liberality  and  of  free 
inquiry  that  now  feems  to  pervade  the  nations  of 
Europe,  encourages  us  to  proceed  in  the  arduous 
tafk;  and  as  we  lay  no  claim  whatever  to  the 
public  favour,  but  what  we  hope  our  impartiality 
may  juftify, — to  that  criterion,  and  to  that  alone, 
we  cheerfully  fubmit  our  pretentions,  and  our 
work. 
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Th  E  territory  now  called  France,  was 
denominated  by  the  Romans  Tranfalpine 
Gaul,  to  diftinguifh  it  from  the  northern 
part  of  Italy,  which  they  called  Cifalpine 
Gaul. 


When  Rome  was  in  the  zenith  of  her  vi¬ 
gour,  France Jhared  the  fate  of  many  other 
countries,  in  becoming  fubjeit  to  her  mighty 
empire.  France  was  conquered  by  Julius 
Casfar,  about  forty  years  before  the  Chriftian 
sera.  At  that  time  Tranfalpine  Gaul  com¬ 
prehended  all  the  country  from  the  Pyrenees 
to  the  Alps,  and  from  the  Rhine  to  the 
Ocean.  Under  Auguftus  it  comprifed  feven 
large  provinces ;  the  Narbonnois,  Aquitaine, 
Celtic  Gaul,  Lyonnois,  Belgic  Gaul,  and  the 
twoGermanys;  a  diftrift  fo  called,  extend¬ 
ing  from  Leyden  to  Bahl.  Thefe  extenfive 
territories  were,  before  the  irruption  of  the 
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barbarians,  in  a  high  degree  populous,  and 
cultivated,  poffeffing  a  number  of  flourifhing 
and  beautiful  cities  that  had  been  indebted,  for 
their  foundation,  to  the  liberality  and  magni¬ 
ficence  of  the  Roman  Emperors. 

Gaul  continued  in  the  poffeflion  of  the 
Welter  n  Roman  Empire  until  the  fifth  cen¬ 
tury,  and  then  was  fubjedt  to  the  Ealtern 
Empire  until  the  fixth  century,  when  we  find 
it  over-run  by  the  Goths,  the  Burgundians, 
and  the  Franks,  who  fubdued,  but  did  not 
extirpate  the  inhabitants.  The  two  former, 
indeed,  had  been  Rated  there  a  confiderable 
time  before  the  period  in  which  Clovis  efta- 
blilhed  his  dominion  in  that  country. 

The  Franks,  who  gave  it  the  name  of 
France,  or  Frankerland,  were  compofed  of 
different  people,  originally  fettled  in  Germany, 
mere  particularly  of  the  Sabi,  who  were  effa- 
blifhed  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Sale,  and 
who  eftablifhed  a  better  fyflem  of  judicial 
polity,  than  any  of  their  neighbours  had  pre- 
vicully  done. 

/ 

After  the  power  of  the  Franks  and  Bur¬ 
gundians  was  fully  eftablifhed,  and  the  natives 
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were  reduced  to  a  ffate  of  dependence,  they 
parcelled  out  the  lands  among  their- principal 
leaders  ;  and  it  was  found  abfolutely  necelfary, 
by  fucceeding  kings,  to  confirm  their  privi¬ 
leges  and  immunities,  and  to  fuller  them  to 
exercife  a  fovereign  authority  in  their  refpec- 
tive  governments,  until  at  length  they  acqui¬ 
red  an  independency,  and  would  only  confent 
to  acknowledge  the  king  as  their  head. 

This  refolution  occafioned  thofe  numerous 
principalities,  and  the  feveral  parliaments  that 
were  afterwards  effablifhed  in  France;  for 
every  different  province  became,  as  well  in  its 
polity  as  government,  an  epitome  of  the 
whole  kingdom  ;  no  laws  were  enadled,  and 
no  tax  was  railed,  without  the  concurrence 
of  the  great  Council,  which  only  confifted 
of  the  clergy  and  the  nobility. 

Thus,  immediately  after  the  diffolution  of 
the  Roman  Empire  in  Gaul,  the  find:  govern¬ 
ments  of  France  feemed  to  be  a  kind  of  mixed 
monarchy,  and  the  authority  of  their  kings 
appeared  to  be  extremely  circumfcribed  by  the 
feudal  Barons. 
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From  this  period  of  time,  the  hi  dory  of 
this  celebrated  kingdom  becomes  tolerably 
diftindt  and  clear ;  and  the  hereditary  fuccef- 
iion  of  the  crown  from  the  reign  of  Clovis, 
who  may  be  conftdered  the  fiHf  of  their  So-  1 
vereigns,  and  who  edablifhed  his  refidence  in 
France,  the  legal  defcent  of  their  Kings  may 
be  regularly  traced,  without  confounding  the 
progreffive  records  of  the  Hiflorian. 
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TT HE  Franks  were  originally  a  motley  mul¬ 
titude  of  various  nations,  inhabiting  the  countries 
beyond  the  Rhine,  and  polfelfing,  among  many 
other  tribes,  a  part  of  the  Ancient  Germany. 
They  bellowed  upon  themfelves  the  appellation 
of  Franks,  or  Freemen  ;  and  we  (ball  o’bferve  in 
the  fequel  how  foon  they  loft,  and  how  late  they 
Vot.  I.  B  again 
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A.  D.  again  acquired,  this  envied  diftindtion.  They 
4“^v^,were  a  treacherous,  a  vindictive,  and  a  cruel 
people.  They  were  frequently  diftinguifhed  for 
their  numbers  and  their  arms,  and  for  their 
daring  inroads  into,  and  fubfequent  devaluations 
of,  the  Roman  Empire. 

A  confederation  was  formed  in  the  reign  of 
the  Emperor  Gordian,  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Wefer  and  of  the  Lower  Rhine and  the  union 
into  which  they  entered  from  neceffity,  they  ce¬ 
mented  from  choice;  and  the  advantages  that 
were  expeCted  to  flow  from  fuch  a  compaCt,  were 
fondly  prefaged,  and  fuccefsfully  confirmed. 

They  foon  fpread  themfelves,  like  an  inunda¬ 
tion,  augmenting  their  powers  as  they  rulhed 
along  from  the  borders  of  the  Rhine,  until  they 
reached  the  Pyrenean  mountains,  which  oppofed 
in  vain  their  tremendous  heights,  to  check  their 
incurfions,  and  to  fiem  the  torrent  of  their  arms. 
They  befieged,  they  took,  and  they  facked,  the 
city  of  Tarragona ;  and  for  twelve  years  toge- 
zC 5.  ther,  during  the  reign  of  Gallienus,  they  ravaged 
the  unrefifting  kingdoms  of  Spain,  and  from 
thence  they  fpread  difmay,  and  overran  w'ith 
conqueft,  the  burning  fands  and  the  fertile  moun¬ 
tains  of  Africa. 

Some  years  afterwards  they  joined  the  Lyges, 
the  Burgundians,  and  the  Vandals;  they  took 
Z7S‘  feventy-one  cities  in  Gaul ;  and  they  were  driven 

from 
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from  thence  into  Franconia  in  Germany,  their  A.  D. 
ancient  feat,  by  the  Imperial  arms.  '*‘~r** 

A  colony  of  thefe  Barbarians  having  been  efta- 
blifhed  by  the  Emperor  Probus,  on  the  coaflof  the 
Pontus,  their  original  ideas  of  liberty  again  re¬ 
turned  ;  and  poffefling  themfelves  of  a  fleet  of 
lhips  which  was  at  that  time  ftationed  in  the 
harbours  of  the  Euxine,  they  made  their  way 
through  the  Bofphorus  and  the  Hellefpont,  and 
fpread  their' devaftations  along  the  coafts  of  the 
Mediterranean  Sea.  Afia,  Greece,  and  Africa* 
felt  the  direful  effedls  of  their  defcents  ;  and  the 
city  of  Syracufe  was  furprifed,  her  treafure  plun¬ 
dered,  and  the  inhabitants  were  maflacred,  by  the 
brutal  policy  and  the  unprovoked  refentment  of 
thefe  ambitious  people. 

From  this  theatre  of  blood  they  directed  their 
defolating  courfe  to  the  very  Pillars  of  Hercules  ; 
they  looked  with  contempt  upon  the  fwelling 
dangers  of  the  ocean  ;  and,  embarking  their  de- 
fultory  numbers  without  arrangement  or  difci- 
pline,  they  fleered  a  profperous  courfe  through 
the  Britifh  Channel;  and  they  landed  trium¬ 
phant,  and  unbroken,  upon  the  Batavian  and  the 
Frifian  fhores.  From  thence  they  repaired,  op- 
prefled  with  booty,  and  weary  of  conquefl,  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Rhine,  the  feat  of  their 
former  independency,  and  now  the  witnefs  of  their  *7 7* 
recent  glory. 
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A.  D.  The  rebellion  of  Proculus,  who  at  this  time 
afliimed  the  purple  in  the  city  of  Cologne,  was 
a  temptation  to  revolt  which  the  reftlefs  fpirit  ot 
the  Franks  could  not  eafily  withftand  ;  they  ac¬ 
cordingly  efpoufed  his  caufe,  inflamed  his  ambi¬ 
tion,  and  promifed  to  fecond  his  efforts  againfl: 
the  power  of  Rome  :  but  as  treachery,  throughout 
every  period  of  their  hiftory,  appears  to  mark 
the  character  of  this  nation,  they  not  only  bafely 
abandoned,  but  meanly  betrayed,  the  perfon  of 
their  leader,  into  the  hands  of  the  Emperor. 

From  this  period  until  the  fourth  year  of  the 
reign  of  Dioclefian,  we  do  not  meet  with  any  ac¬ 
count  of  civil  commotions,  or  foreign  enterprise; 

2  So.  but  about  that  time  they  renounced  the  torpor  of 
inaction,  and  entered  into  a  confederacy  with  the 
Saxon  pirates.  Their  fuccefs  was  proportioned 
to  their  numbers,  and  their  plunder  correfponded 
with  their  third:  of  rapine.  They  overran  the 
coafts  of  Gaul ;  they  poflefled  themfelves  of  a 
booty  that  was  immenfe,  and  of  captives  fuffi- 
ciently  numerous  to  encourage  their  future  irrup¬ 
tions. 

Caucasus,  by  the  command  of  the  Emperor, 
equipped  a  fleet  at  Boulogne,  to  overawe  their 
incurfions,  and  to  punifh  the  infult;  but  as  the 
advantages  acquired  over  them  did  not  amount 
n>  a  defeat,  they  retired,  and,  in  a  manner,  un¬ 
broken  and  undimifhed,  to  their  refpe£tive  coun¬ 
tries. 


In 
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In  the  fucceeding  year  Maximian  c rolled  the  A.  D, 
Rhine,  and  entered  into  Germany ;  and  fuch  was 
the  dread  of  his  name,  and  the  fuccefs  of  his 
arms,  that  two  of  their  kings,  and  the  firft  that 
are  mentioned  in  hiftory,  Atec  and  Genobald, 
fubmitted  to  his  power,  and  received  from  him  a 
confirmation  of  their  rights. 

Maximian  allotted  lands  in  Cambray  and  in 
Treves  to  confiderable  numbers  of  the  Letes,  and 
the  Franks,  thofe  territories  being  defert,  and  of 
confequence  in  want  of  population :  the  former 
were  originally  a  Gaulifh  nation;  but  having  fet¬ 
tled  fome  time  before  in  Germany,  they  were 
confidered  as  Germans. 

In  a  few  years  afterwards,  the  Franks  entered 
into,  and  made  themfclves  matters  of,  Batavia, 
and  of  that  part  of  Flanders  which  is  watered  by 
the  River  Efcaut,  or  the  Scheld;  but  Conttantius 
Clorus  broke  their  forees,  and  overcame  them  in 
a  decifive  engagement ;  they  accordingly  furren- 
dered  themfelves  to  his  mercy  ;  and,  by  a  policy 
more  efficacious  than  the  fword,  he  tranfplanted 
a  number  of  them  with  their  families  into  Gaul, 
and  obliged  them  to  improve,  by  cultivation  and 
by  toil,  thofe  lands  which  they  had  fo  lately 
made  a  defert. 

From  this  aera  they  continued  in  peace  and  in 
apparent  fubje&ion,  until  the  firft  year  of  the 
reign  of  Conftantine,  in  which  they  began  frefh 
commotions,  and  prepared  themfelves  again  for 

B  3  a  con- 
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A.  D.  a  conflict  in  arms ,-  but  the  Emperor  having  al- 
layed  the  tumults  in  Britain,  which  about  that 
time  engaged  his  attention,  he  fell  upon  them  in 
the  hour  of  plunder,  and  having  cut  them  off  by 
numbers,  and  poffeffed  himfelf  of  their  kings, 
Afcaric  and  Gaifus,  with  a  barbarity  unworthy 
of  a  man,  and  inconliftent  with  the  appellation 
of  Great,  by  which  he  wras  in  fucceeding  years 
diftinguifhed,  he  doomed  them  to  the  degrading 
triumph  of  the  populace,  and  to  the  unfeeling 
exhibition  of  the  theatre. 

3°6-  His  fubftitution  of  games  to  celebrate  his  con¬ 
quers,  but  to  degrade  his  humanity,  excited  re- 
fentment  in  their  minds,  and  ftrengtnened  their 
arms  for  vengeance,-  for,  two  years  afterwards, 
they  affembled  in  numerous  bodies,  and  with  a 
firm  defign  to  make  a  formidable  irruption  into. 
Gaul ;  but  the  prefence  of  Conftantine  overawed 
their  rebellion,  depreffed  their  courage,  and 
308.  obliged  them  to  retire. 

Not  long  afterwards  a  general  confederation  of 
all  the  Franks  had  reeourfe  to  arms ;  they  ga¬ 
thered  together,  like  a  louring  cloud,  which  for 
a  while  hangs  fufpended,  but  to  burft  at  once 
with  a  d.readful  deluge.  They  affembled  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  and  there,  dividing  their 
numerous  troops  into  feveral  detachments,  they 
attempted  to  break  into  the  various  dominions  of 
Paul, 

Conftantine 
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Conftantine  marched  in  pcrfon,  with  a  deter-  A.  D. 
rtiination  to  oppofe  their  coyrfe ;  but  as  policy 
has  oftentimes  the  advantage  of  courage,  and  as 
fufpicion  is  fometimes  the  harbinger  of  fuccefs, 
he  condefcended  to  obtrude  himfelf,  difguifed, 
into  the  midft  of  their  forces,  and  to  feign  him¬ 
felf  to  be  an  Ambaflador  from  the  Court  of  Rome : 
an  inftance  of  felf-colledtion  and  fortitude  that  is 
not  to  be  furpafled  by  any  adtion  of  his  reign ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  fuch  a  proof  of  trgachery 
as  can  only  be  juftified  by  that  crooked  policy, 
that  deems  every  advantage  fair  in  matters  of 
blood  !  The  barbarians  were  deceived,  and  the 
Emperor  of  a  polifhed  people  was  fuccefsful : 
their  confidence  became  their  ruin,  and  his  want 
of  veracity1  became  his  triumph.  They  were  put 
to  flight,  they  were  purfued,  and  maflacred ;  and 
the  vidlor  not  only  fubdued  thofe  nations  which 
were  fettled  upon  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  and 
upon  the  borders  of  the  ocean,  but  even  drove 
them  from  the  feat  and  the  inheritance  of  their  310. 
forefathers. 

Not  difcouraged,  however,  by  this  feverity, 
they  foon  began  to  aflemble  again  their  Mat¬ 
tered  forces ;  but  Conftantine  having  been  duly 
apprifed  of  their  commotions,  departed  imme¬ 
diately  from  Italy,  and  repaired  with  expedi¬ 
tion  to  Gaul.  The  Franks,  not  having  dared, 
as  yet,  to  pafs-the  river,  Avere  feen  to  loiter  upon 
its  banks,  and  then  to  retreat ;  but  a  report  ha- 
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A.  D.  ving  been  purpofely  fpread,  and  eagerly  believed, 
that  the  Alemanni  were  alfo  about  to  break  into 
the  Roman  dominions,  the  Emperor,  to  favour 
the  deception,  after  having  left  fome  of  his  troops 
in  ambufh  in  a  neighbouring  foreft,  with  order 
and  with  lilence  withdrew  the  reft. 

No  fooner  were  they  apprifed  of  his  de¬ 
parture,  than  with  confidence  and  exultation 
they  croffed  the  Rhine  ;  nor  were  they  fufpiciou? 
of  an  enemy,  until  the  Romans,  rufhing  forth 
from  their  ambufcade,  began,  before  the  Barba¬ 
rians  had  time  to  draw  up  their  forces,  a  molt 
dreadful  and  un relifting  daughter.  They  were 
purfued  by  the  Emperor  in  perfon,  with  the  whole 
of  his  army ;  they  were  obliged  to  pafs  the  river 
in  terror  and  confufion  :  he  entered,  and  laid 
wafte  their  country ;  he  burnt  their  habitations  ; 
and  the  prifoners  who  were  captured  by  this  un¬ 
relenting  tyrant,  were  expofed  to  the  hunger,  and 
were  devoured  by  the  fury,  of  the  wild  beafts  at 
the  public  games  at  Rome, 

How  much  muff;  the  honed:  indignation  of  the 
feeling  mind  be  excited  by  fuch  attrocious  a6ts 
of  cruelty  and  blood  !  and  how  much  mull  the 
dignity  of  hiftory  be  infulted,  when  we  dnd  thefe 
enormities  become  the  fubjedt  of  panegyric  !  For 
who  fhall  dare,  after  fuch  an  inftance  of  brutal 
feverity,  to  honour  Conftantine  with  the  character 
of  mild,  of  generous,  and  of  good  ?  And  yet  fuch 
proftitutions  do  we  find  in  the  Roman  page,  as 

if 
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if  the  aftions  of  the  emperor  were  facrcd,  and  A.  D. 
were  not  to  be  fullied  by  the  paflions  of  the 
man. 

From  this  victory  he  affumed  the  name  of 
Francicus  :  but  his  inhuman  policy  did  not  fubdue 
the  Franks ;  for  no  fooner  had  he  retired,  than 
they  ventured  once  more  to  crofs  the  Rhine, 
and  to  recommence  their  former  devaluations  ; 
but,  upon  the  approach  of  his  fon  Crifpus,  they 
withdrew,  and  left  behind  them  the  booty  they 
had  obtained. 

No  particular  mention  is  made  of  their  incur- 
fions  from  this  period  until  the  fourth  year  of  the  341. 
reign  of  Conftantius,  in  which  they  broke  into 
Gaul,  and  made  their  accuftomed  ravages  in  that 
country.  Conftans  marched  againft  them,  and 
they  were  either  appeafed  by  his  policy,  or  con¬ 
quered  by  his  arms. 

During  the  government  of  Julian,  they  again 
had  recourfe  to  their  former  infults  ;  and  alter¬ 
nate  fuccefs  and  defeat  attended  their  invafions,  335- 
until  at  length  they  were  entirely  fubdued ;  and 
they  continued  in  peace  and  tranquillity  through¬ 
out  the  remainder  of  his  reign. 

No  event  of  fingular  importance  to  this  na¬ 
tion  feems  to  have  tranfpired  until  that  period 
in  which  the  Vandals  and  the  Sueves  confpired 
together  to  diflurb  the  tranquillity  of  Gaul ;  but 
in  this  enterprife  they  were  vigoroufly  oppofed  by 

the 
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A.  D.  the  armies  of  the  Franks,  who  harafled  their  num~ 
bers,  defeated  their  ffrength,  and  gave  up  twenty 
thoufand  of  the  former,  with  their  King  Godegifiles, 
406.  to  the  edge  of  the  fword  ;  and  they  would  all  have 
been  cut  .off  by  one  indiscriminate  carnage,  had 
not  the  Alans,  who  were  likewife  their  allies,  per¬ 
ceived  their  dihrefs,  and  come  boldly  forward  to 
fuccour  their  weaknefs,  and  prevent  their  fate. 

About  this  period  of  time  it  is  fuppofed  that 
Pharamond,  the  firft  king  of  the  nation,  wielded 
his  fceptre  over  the  Franks,  of  whom  fome  contend 
that  Sunno,  and  others  that  Marcomir,  was  the  fa¬ 
ther.  He  reigned  ten  years,  in  the  lad  of  which 
4z8,  the  celebrated  fEtius  commenced  a  war  againfi: 
them,  and  entirely  expelled  them  from  thofc 
places  which  they  had  ufurped. 

Clodian  fucceeded  his  father,  Pharamond,  in 
the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  Valentinian  the 
Third;  and  fome  events  of  confeauence  occurred 
at  that  period.  He  marched  with  his  army  to 
Cambray,  which  he  took,  and,  for  a  time,  pre¬ 
ferred  as  his  place  of  refidence.  From  thence 
he  made  an  irruption  into  the  province  of  Artois, 
but  was  furprifed  and  defeated  by  Actius  and 
Majorianus  at  Lens  :  not w i thft a n d'i ng  this  dif- 
comfiture,  he  extended  his  conquefts  as  far  as  the 
river  Somme ;  and  he  made  himfelf  matter  of 
Amiens  and  Tournay.  The  Roman  General 
fome  time  afterwards  concluded  a  peace  with  the 
Franks,  and  left  them  in  the  quiet  pottettion 

,  of 
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of  a  portion  of  the  country  which  they  had  lately  a 
fubdued, 

Clodian  reigned  about  twenty  years,  and  was 
fucceeded  by  Meroveus,  whom  fome  hiftorians 
call  the  kinfman,  fome,  the  brother  of  his  prede- 
ceffor ;  while  there  are  others  who  contend  that  ^ 
he  was  of  a  different  family ;  but  he  is  generally 
fuppofed  to  have  been  his  fon.  It  muft  not,  how¬ 
ever,  be  forgotten,  that  from  him  was  deduced 
the  line  of  the  Merovingean  Kings. 

A  mifunderftanding  took  place,  foon  after 
the  death  of  the  father,  between  the  fons :  the 
younger  was  afiifted  by  the  Romans  ;  and  the 
elder,  Claudebaud,  was  fupported  by  Attila,  whofe 
numerous  and  powerful  troops  confifted  of  the 
Rugians,  the  Heruli,  the  Thuringians,  the  Ge- 
pidae,  the  Offrogoths,  and  thofe  nations  of  the 
Franks  who  were  fubjedl  to  his  empire.  With 
this  army  he  poured  into  Gaul,  but  was  repulfed 
at  Orleans  by  the  Laeti,  the  Armoricans,  the 
Saxons,  the  Sarmatians,  or  thofe  Alans  who  had 
been  permitted  to  fettle  in  the  diflrict  of  Va¬ 
lence,  the  Burgundians,  the  Franks  of  Meroveus, 
and  by  the  King  of  the  Vifigoths,  and  his  fon 
Torrifmond,  and  by  the  Roman  General  fEtius. 
The  Gepidae  engaged  with  the  Franks,  and  fuf- 
tained  a  lofs  of  fifteen  thoufand  men ;  but  this 
was  only  a  prelude  to  one  of  the  moft  celebrated 
and  bloody  battles  that  is  recorded  in  hiftory, 
for  in  that  of  Chalons  two  hundred  and  fifty-two 

thoufand 
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A.  D.  thoufand  men  are  faid  to  have  perifhed.  Theo- 
doric  was  killed,  and  Attila  with  great  difficulty 
efcaped  under  covert  of  the  night ;  and  in  a  few 
days  thefe  numerous  armies  difperfed,  and,  like 
a  breaking  cloud,  fcarcely  left  the  traces  of  their 
paflage  behind. 

All  that  we  can  gather  refpedting  Meroveus, 
is,  that  he  was  highly  efteemed  by  his  fubjedts 
when  living,  and  lincerely  lamented  when  he 
died ;  of  which  fadts  there  need  not  be  adduced 
a  more  convincing  proof,  than  that  veneration  for 
his  name  which  caufed  them  to  apply  it  to  their 
fucceeding  kings.  He  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon 
Childeric,  who,  when  a  youth,  was  taken  prifoner, 
with  his  mother,  and  other  perfons  of  diftindtion, 
456.  by  the  better  fortune  of  Attila,  but  who  was  de¬ 
livered  from  captivity  by  the  zeal  and  fidelity  of 
Wiomald,  a  Frank. 

His  ambition  was  inflamed  by  royalty ;  and  he 
no  fooner  wielded  the  fceptre,  than  he  poifed 
the  fword.  His  own  dominions  were  not  fuffi- 
ciently  large  to  content  his  afpiring  foul,  and  he 
confequently  meditated,  and  began  an  attack 
upon  thofe  of  others.  His  rival  in  the  field,  and 
the  terror  of  the  Franks,  the  illuftrious  yEtius, 
was  now  no  more ;  and  as  he  had  neither  his 
prudence  to  apprehend,  nor  his  courage  to  fear, 
he  filenced  the  fcruples  of  his  confcicnce  by  the 
vigour  of  his  arm. 

He 
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He  extended  his  conquefts,  and  he  carried  ter-  A 
ror  and  difmay  as  far  as  the  river  Loire;  and,'"'* 
after  a  fiege  of  great  length,  he  rendered  himfelf  4 
the  matter  of  the  city  of  Paris ;  and  Angers,  as 
well  as  Orleans,  fell  likewife  into  his  victorious 
hands.  He  entered  fome  time  afterwards  into 
an  alliance  with  Odoacer,  the  King  of  the  Heruli, 
who  had  made  himfelf  the  matter  of  Italy ;  and 
marching  againft  the  Alemanni,  who  had  com¬ 
menced  hoftilities  in  that  country,  he  routed  their 
forces,  and  he  obtained  a  fignal  defeat. 

Soon  after  his  return,  he  had  caufe  to  lament 
the  futility  of  conqueft,  and  the  Ihortnefs  of  life  ; 
he  died  at  Tournay,  and  left  behind  him  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  a  fenfualift  without  difcrimination,  of 
a  king  defpifed  by  his  nobles  for  his  want  of 
principle,  and  detetted  by  his  people  on  account 
of  his  extortion  and  extravagance. 

In  confequence  of  the  licentioufnefs  of  his 
intrigues,  he  had  been  early  in  his  reign  ex¬ 
pelled  the  throne,  and  obliged  to  forfake  his 
country ;  but  his  fubjeCts,  forgetting  his  irregu¬ 
larities  in  his  abfence,  reftored  him  to  his  dig¬ 
nity  and  his  power,  which,  during  his  exile,  had 
been  conferred  by  the  Franks  upon  ./Egidius, 
the  general  of  the  Roman  forces  in  Gaul. 

It  may  "be  neceflary  in  this  place  to  obferve  that 
Meroveus  and  Childeric  had  never  ettablittied 
their  rettdence  in  that  country,  but  only  from 
time  to  time  had  made  irruptions  from  Ger¬ 
many  ; 
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A-  D.  many ;  but  being  fatisfied  with  plunder,  or  check-* 
ed  in  their  depredations,  or  beaten  back  by  the 
Romans,  they  returned  to  the  other  fide  of  the 
Rhine,  until  the  enterprifing  Clovis,  after  having 
palTed  this  river  at  the  head  of  a  veteran  army, 
firfl  laid  the  foundation  of  the  French  Monarchy. 


CHAPTER  II. 

FROM  THE  DEATH  OF  CHILDERIC  TO  THE 
DEATH  OF  CLOVIS. 

Clovis,  Clodovseus,  Ludovicus,  or  Lewis,  fucceeds  Childeric 
— State  of  Gaul  at  this  period — Expedition  of  Clovis  into 
Gaul — Syagrius  defeated  at  Nogens — Roman  power  in  Gaul 
deftroyed — Clovis  married  to  Clotildis — Battle  of  Tolbiac— 
Converfion  of  Clovis  from  Paganifm  to  Chriftianity — Armo- 
rici  unite  with  the  Franks — Battle  of  Dijon — Gondebald  re¬ 
takes  Vienne — Overthrow  of  the  Vifigoths  atVougle — Siege 
of  Arles — Defeat  of  Clovis  by  Hibba — Peace  between  Clo¬ 
vis  and  Theodoric — Clovis  defied  Conful  of  Rome — The 
dominions  of  Sigebert,  Chararic,  Ragnacharius,  and  Reg- 
nomer,  annexed  to  thofe  of  Clovis— The  death  of  Clovis— 
his  charafter. 

482.  ClOVIS,  upon  the  death  of  Childeric  his  father, 
■was  but  fifteen  years  of  age  :  his  dominions  were 
extremely  circumfcribed,  as  his  authority  only 
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extended  over  the  ifies  of  the  Batavians,  and  the  A.  D. 
ancient  diocefes  of  Arras  and  Tournay  :  and  his 
banners,  waving  to  the  wind,  and  inviting  con- 
queft,  were  followed  by  the  willing  obedience  of 
his  compatriots,  and  by  the  warriors  who,  al¬ 
though  governed  by  the  independent  Kings  of 
the  Merovingean  race,  were  anxious  to  fhare  his 
dangers,  as  certain  to  partake  his  glory. 

At  the  time  of  this  expedition  of  Clovis,  the 
kingdoms  of  Gaul  were  divided  between  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  the  Vifigoths,  and  the  Burgundians.  The 
Roman  territories  comprehended,  with  little  ex¬ 
ception,  the  different  provinces  which  lie  between 
the  Rhine,  the  Loire,  and  the  fea.  The  Bur¬ 
gundians  were  in  quiet  pofTeffion  of  the  countries 
that  are  fituated  between  the  Rhone  and  the 
Soane,  and  of  the  feveral  towns  and  villages 
which  were  feated  on  both  fides  of  thefe  rivers, 
and  among  which  were  to  be  particularly  remarked 
the  cities  of  Lyons,  Vienne,  and  Geneva.  The 
Vifigoths  retained  all  the  reft  of  the  country  from 
the  Alps  to  the  Pyrenean  mountains,  which  lie  to 
the  fouthward  of  the  Loire ;  and  a  confiderable 
part  of  Spain  was  likewife  comprehended  in 
their  domains.  Ragnacharius,  and  Chararic,  were 
likewife  fovereigns  of  the  Franks;  but  their  jurif- 
dicftion  extended  over  different  tribes,  and  w'ere 
not  only  independent  of  Clovis,  but  independent 
of  each  other. 


Such 
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A.  D.  Such  was  the  polition  of  affairs  in  that  part  of 
Europe,  when  Clovis  was  joined  by  the  kindred 
and  affembled  tribes  of  the  Franks,  who  wefe 
fettled  along  the  borders  of  the  Scheld,  the  Meufe, 
the  Rhine*  and  the  Mofelle,  and  who,  attracted 
by  his  fuperior  merit,  and  anticipating  his  cou¬ 
rage  and  his  condudl,  had  affociated  themfelves 
with  his  fame,  to  be  partakers  of  his  fortune. 
He  was  met  by  Syagrius,  the  fon  of  fEgidius, 
who  had  eltablilhed  a  free  and  a  refpediable  fo- 
vereignty,  and  who  was  poffelfed,  at  this  period 
of  time,  of  Soiffons,  Rheims,  Troyes,  Beauvais, 
and  Amiens,  w  ith  the  title  of  King ;  and  which 
dignity  he  poflibly  ufurped  during  the  anarchy 
that  prevailed  in  Gaul. 

The  ambition  of  Clovis  had  led  him  to  hope 
for  the  capture  of  the  city  of  Soiffons,  of  which 
his  envy  to  Syagrius  could  not  bear  to  fee  him 
poffelfed;  he  therefore  invited  Ragnacharius,  and 
Chararic,  to  fecond  his  enterprife;  which  the  for¬ 
mer  readily  did  ;  but  which  the  latter  politically 
declined,  that  he  might  go  over,  like  the  bat  in 
the  fable,  to  that  party  which  might  prove  the 
moll  fuccefsful. 

Clovis  having  been,  therefore,  joined  by  his 
kinfman,  he  fet  forward  with  his  army  to  accom- 
plifh  his  projected  invaiion  ;  and  being  polled 
in  the  neighboured  of  the  city,  he  fent  a  defiance 
to  Syagrius  to  meet  him  in  the  field.  The  chal¬ 
lenge 
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ICnge  was  accepted,  the  troops  engaged,  and  vie-  A 
tory  for  fome  time  paufed  before  ihe  cond'efcended 
to  crown  with  laurel  either  party. 

The  battle  was  not  equally  difputcd ;  for  the 
fuperior  difeipline,  and  the  firmnefs  and  intrepi¬ 
dity  of  the  Franks,  were  an  overmatch  for  the 
diforderly  attacks  of  a  promifeuous  multitude  ; 
and  the  Roman  chief  was  defeated  and  overcome 
at  Nogens,  about  ten  miles  from  SoilTons. 

In  confequence  of  this  vidory,  the  dominions 
of  Syagrius  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  conqueror  ; 
to  whom,  independently  of  the  places  above  re¬ 
cited,  the  cities  of  Sens,  Provence,  and  Auxerre, 
intimidated  by  his  fuccefs,  and  dreading  his  re- 
fentment,  willingly  opened  their  gates,  and  bent 
beneath  the  power  of  his  arms. 

The  unfortunate  Syagrius  was  conflrained  to 
abandon  the  field,  and  to  fly  to  the  Court  of  Thou- 
loufe,  where  he  obtained  at  firft  a  willing  refuge 
from  Alaric  the  king  of.  the  Vifigoths  ;  but  who, 
dreading  the  difpleafure  of  Clovis,  delivered  him 
up  to  his  ambafladors.  He  was  kept  fome  time 
in  confinement;  but  fo  foon  as  the  redudion 
of  SoilTons  was  accomplilhed,  he  was  not  only 
bereaved  of  his  throne,  but  likewife  furnifhed 
a  melancholy  example  of  the  caprice  of  fortune, 
upon  a  fcaffold. 

While  he  was  bufily  employed  in  fettling  the 
government  of  his  newly-acquired  dominions,  the 
King  of  Thuringia,  or  Tongres,  Bafinus  by  name, 
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A.  D.  fell  upon  his  German  territories,  and  conflrained 
him  to  r'epafs  the  Rhine. 

He  had  now  been  married  fome  years  to  Clo- 
tildis,  a  woman  of  exquifite  fenfe  and  beauty, 
and  the  daughter  of  Childeric,  the  king  of  the 
Burgundians  ;  and  as  fhe  was  a  rigid  defender  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  and  was  Angularly 
exemplary  in  her  piety  and  devotion,  we  fhall 
lhortly  fee  what  effect  her  fpiritual  converfe, 
affifted  by  the  fweetnefs  of  her  manners,  had 
wrought  uDon  the  wavering  mind  of  Clovis,  and 

O  a  O  J 

how  they  contributed  at  laft  to  influence  his  re- 
folves,  and  to  haften  his  converfion.  Her  en¬ 
deavours  to  fnake  his  religious  fentiments  were 
not  at  fir  ft  attended  with  fuccefs  ;  on  the  contrary, 
his  zeal  had  been  depreffed  by  the  fate  of  his ; 
children,  the  eldelt  of  whom,  Ingomer,  was 
taken  off  by  ficknefs  foon  after  he  was  baptized; 
and  the  dangerous  indifpofition  of  his  fecond  fon, 
ftiil  added  doubt  to  the  unfettled  purpofe  of  his 
mind. 

About  this  time  the  Alemanni,  who  poffeffed 
a  great  part  of  Switzerland,  and  who  were 
confidered  as  the  moft  warlike  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  nations,  had  begun  to  fpread  themfelves, 
like  a  torrent,  over  the  different  kingdoms  of 
Gaul ;  but  they  more  particularly  inundated  the 
provinces  of  Alfac©  and  Lorraine:  the  diforders, 
befides,  which  they  had  committed  in  Cologne,  had 
excited  the  refentment  of  Clovis,  and  made  him 
haften  ro  punifh  their  audacity,  and  to  relieve 

Sigebert, 
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Sigebert,  his  relation  and  ally,  with  whom  he  A.  D. 
effected  a  junction,  ambitious  to  feize  every  op- 
portunity  that  might  offer,  to  fignalize  his  cou¬ 
rage,  to  extend  his  power,  and  to  inure  his  men 
to  the  fatigues,  and  reconcile  them  to  the  dangers 
of  war. 

The  armies  arrived  in  light  of  each  other,  upon 
the  plains  of  Tolbiac,  about  twelve  miles  from 
Cologne.  The  battle  began  with  fury,  and  con¬ 
tinued  on  both  lides  doubtful ;  but  Sigebert  ha¬ 
ving  received  a  wound  in  his  leg,  the  Franks  gave 
way,  and  their  line  was  broken  ;  which  Clovis  no 
fooner  perceived,  than  he  feemed  to  paufe  from 
conflid ;  and  lifting  up  his  eyes  with  devotion  to 
heaven,  he  emphatically  called  upon  the  name  of 
Chrift,  at  the  fame  time  promiling  to  effablilh 
in  him  his  future  religious  faith,  fhould  their  ar¬ 
mies  be  crowned  with  fuccefs.  A  new  courage 
feemed  now  to  nerve  his  arm,  and  his  heart  was 
buoyed  up  with  the  hopes  of  victory.  His  con- 
dud,  as  occafion  required,  either  animated,  or 
reftrained,  the  ardour  of  his  troops :  he  reftored 
by  his  fkill,  and  he  infpired  by  his  example, 
the  refolution  of  the  defponding  hoft.  They 
returned  to  the  charge;  mid,  as  if  invigorated  by 
a  fuperior  energy,  they  fell  with  reliftlefs  daugh¬ 
ter  upon  thofe  who  ventured  to  oppofe  them,  and 
thus  effaced  by  a  dreadful  carnage  the  temporary 
dilgrace  in  which  they  had  been  lately  involved. 

C  a  lo. 
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A.  D.  In  this  decifive  battle  the  King  of  the  Alemanm 
Avas  cut  to  pieces,  and  with  him  a  prodigious 
number  of  his  nobles  and  his  people ;  a  difafter 
496.  which  fo  entirely  crufhed  their  hopes,  and  funk 
them  to  ddpair,  that  they  fubmitted  at  once  to  a 
power  which  they  could  not  any  longer  oppofe.  At 
the  requeft  of  the  King  of  the  Oftrogoths,  who 
had  married  his  lifter  Albofleda,  Clovis  withdreiv 
from  the  purfuit  of  the  Alemanni,  many  of  whom 
were  afterwards  fettled  in  the  provinces  of  Rhaetia 
and  Noricum ;  and  fome  were  tranfplanted  into 
Italy  by  Theodoric,  where,  under  his  mild  go¬ 
vernment,  and  foftered  by  his  amiable  manners, 
they  lived  contented,  and  without  regretting  their, 
native  country,  which  they  were  conftrained  to 
abandon. 

The  vow  which  he  had  made  in  the  field,  the 
King  of  the  Franks  now  determined  to  ratify  upon 
the  altar ;  and  in  the  fullnefs  of  his  religious  zeal, 
he  made  his  queen  acquainted  with  his  folemn 
invocation ;  acknowledging  with  fincerity,  that 
to  this  was  due,  and  to  this  alone,  his  recent 
victory. 

Clotildis  endeavoured  to  flrengthen,  as  it  may 
be  ealily  imagined,  his  religious  fervor,  and 
looked  forward  with  impatience  to  that  hour  in 
which  lie  Avas  to  become  orthodox,  by  a  renun¬ 
ciation  of  error  ;  and  fhe,  accordingly,  difpatched 
a  meiTenger  to  Remigius,  the  bifliop  of  Rheims, 
to  acquaint  him  with  the  holy  purpofe.  The 
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venerable  Prelate  was  received  with  every  pollible  A. 
mark  of  external  refpedr,  and  with  the  humble 
appearance  of  internal  devotion ;  and  the  royal 
profelyte  being  moved  by  the  pathetic  exhortations 
of  his  eloquent  inftrudtor,  renounced  the  wor- 
fhip  of  the  gods  of  his  forefathers,  to  fubferibe 
to  the  tenets,  and  to  conform  to  the  religious 
duties  of  the  church  of  R.ome.  This  awful  ce¬ 
remony  was  performed  in  the  fixteenth  year  of 
his  reign,  with  unexampled  magnificence  and 
fplendor,  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Rheims, 
in  which  the  fucceeding  Kings  of  France  have 
been  uniformly  anointed  and  crowned. 

It  has  been  pretended  that  the  paflion  and  death 
of  the  Redeemer  of  the  world  had  very  fenfibly 
touched  the  mind  of  Clovis  with  pity  and  concern, 
and  that  his  fulferings  in  life,  and  the  pangs  he  was 
made  to  endure  when  he  was  about  to  refign  it  for 
the  falvation  of  mankind,  had  excited  his  re- 
fentment,  and  caufed  him  to  break  forth,  with 
emphatic  rage,  into  the  following  ejaculation — ■ 

“  Had  I  been  prefent  with  my  valiant  and  obe¬ 
dient  Franks,  1  would,  upon  the  fpot,  have  avenged 
the  daring  injuries,” 

Clovis  was  at  this  period  the  only  Catholic 
prince  in  the  Roman  world.  Anaftafius  the  em¬ 
peror  of  the  Eaft,  Theodoric  the  king  of  the 
Offrogoths  in  Italy,  Alaric,  the  king  of  the  Vifi- 
goths,  and  of  the  mod  confiderable  part  of  Spain, 
with  the  Kings  of  the  Burgundians,  and  of  the 
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A.  D.  Vandals  in  Africa,  were  all  profeffors  of  the  doc- 
trine  of  Arius  ;  but  the  other  Sovereigns  of  the 
Franks,  who  were  fettled  in  Gaul,  remained  au 
tached  to  their  old  religion  of  Paganifm  ;  and  it 
is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  therefore,  if  Anaf- 
tafius  the  Second,  the  Bifhop  of  R.ome,  and  feveral 
others  of  the  fame  communion,  addreffed  let¬ 
ters  to  him  of  congratulation  upon  this  event, 
and  with  fincerity  and  joy  applauded  his  con- 
verfion. 

49s*  The  Armorici,  who  were  fettled  on  the  banks 
of  the  ocean,  between  the  Loire  and  the  Seine, 
and  who  had  fome  time  lince  renounced  the  au¬ 
thority,  and  fet  at  defiance  the  tyranny  of  Rome, 
and  had  formed  themfelves  into  a  republic,  now 
fubmitted  to  the  government  of  the  Franks  ;  ancf 
as  the  few  Roman  troops  that  now  remained, 
perceived  that  they  were,  in  confequence  of  this 
formidable  junction,  almoft  fur  rounded  on  every 
*  fide  by  enemies  not  lefs  powerful  than  numerous  5 
and  not  being  willing  to  ferve  under  the  Vifi- 
goths  and  the  Burgundians,  whom  they  detefted 
becaufe  they  wTere  Arians,  they  immediately 
agreed  to  a  capitulation  with  them,  and  with  the 
Armorici ;  and  making  a  formal  furrender  of 
the  places  of  which  they  had  pofTelfed  themfelves, 
they  fpontaneoufly  entered  into  their  fervi.ce,  and 
became,  as  it  were,  one  people  ;  and  thus  was  a 
total  end  put  to  the  Roman  dominions  in  Gaul. 
The  year  after  this  celebrated  union  had  been 
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efl'e(5ted,  Theodoric,  the  king  of  Italy,  was  defi-  A.  0. 


rous  to  recover  that  part  of  Gaul  now  held  by 
the  Burgundians  ;  he  accordingly  invited  Clovis, 
whofe  influence  he  dreaded,  but  whofe  power  he 
was  anxious  to  fecure,  to  fecond  his  fchemes,  and 
thus  render  fuccefsful  his  enterprife. 

They  were  to  fall  at  the  fame  time  upon  the 
Burgundians ;  and,  if  the  iffue  fhould  prove  fuc¬ 
cefsful  to  both,  the  dominions  for  which  they 
contended  were  to  be  equally  divided  between 
them ;  but,  if  either  party  fhould  fail  in  the  pro- 
mi  fed  engagement,  that  he  fhould  be  fubjedt  to  a 
pecuniary  fine. 

Gondebald,  and  his  brother  Godegifiles,  held 
an  equal  empire  over  the  Burgundians;  they  were 
poiTeffed  of  the  province  of  Marfeilles,  and  of  the 
country  that  ftretched  acrofs  the  borders  of  the 
Rhone,  and  that  were  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Soane.  Thefe  Princes,  as  well  as  their  fub- 
jedts,  were  determined  Arians ;  but,  as  an  un¬ 
happy  mifunderftanding  fubfifced  between  therh, 
the  latter  concluded  a  private  alliance  with 
Clovis,  whofe  intrepidity  was  unimpeached,  and 
whofe  armies  were  diftinguifhed  for  difcipline 
and  couragei 

As  perfonal  engagements  feemed  in  this  cele¬ 
brated  reign  to  be  merely  mercenary,  it  is  not 
furprifing  that  juffice  fhould  give  way  to  interefl, 
and  that  treachery  fhould  have  its  price;  and 
conforming  therefore  to  this  wicked  policy,  a 
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A.  D.  contract  was  made,  the  articles  of  which  were 
"~'r~yto  be  written  in  blood.  It  was  intended  that 
Godegihles  fhould  get  entire  pofiefiion  of  his 
brother’s  rights,  and  that  the  transfer  of  the 
whole  power  to  his  perfon  fhould  be  requited  by 
the  payment  of  an  annual  tribute  to  the  Franks. 

When  once  he  had  determined  upon  an  enter- 
prife,  it  was  not  in  the  nature  of  Clovis  to  delay 
its  accomplifhment ;  for  the  activity  of  his  body 
appeared  upon  all  occalions  to  correfpond  with 
the  vigour  of  his  mind.  He  collected  his  army, 
he  took  the  field,  and  he  rufhed  like  a  whirlwind 
into  the  dominions  of  Gondebald,  who,  not  aware 
of  the  perfidious  condudt  of  his  brother,  dis¬ 
patched  a  meffenger  to  entreat  his  affiftance ; 
which  Godegihles,  to  make  his  iniquity  the  more 
apparent,  and  to  convince  us  that  a  jnan  initiated 
into  vice,  foon  becomes  hardened  againft  virtue, 
fuperadded  the  meannefs  of  promife  to  the  in¬ 
famy  of  deceit. 

The  two  armies  had  fcarcely  entered  into  ac¬ 
tion,  when  Gondebald  had  reafon  to  difcover  the 
falfehood  in  the  treafon,  and  to  find  himfelf  op- 
pofed  by  an  enemy  whom  he  expedied  wTith  Suc¬ 
cours,  as  a  friend ;  fo  that,  finding  himfelf  aban¬ 
doned  in  his  hopes,  and  befet  by  enemies  whom 
he  could  not  encounter,  he  was  conftrained  to 
retire  from  the  unequal  conteft,  and  to  leave  his 
competitors  mafters  of  the  field.  The  battle  was 
fought  in  the  vicinity  of  Dijon;  and  from  thence 

the 
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the  unfuccefsful  and  difpirited  Gondebald  repair¬ 
ed  to,  and  ftiut  himfelf  up  in,  the  city  of  Avi¬ 
gnon  ;  in  confequence  ofwhich,  his  brother  feized 
at  once  upon  his  dominions,  and  caufed  himfelf 
to  be  proclaimed,  at  Vienne,  the  fucceffor  of  his 
(kingdom.  As  for  Theodoric,  he  kept  aloof  from 
the  fcene  of  conteff,  and,  having  paid  the  fine, 
got  poffeflion  of  Marfeilles  and  of  its  dependent 
territories.  The  unfeeling  Clovis  was  not  con¬ 
tented  with  vidtory,  but  thirihed  for  blood;  and 
the  unfortunate  Gondebald  would  have  fallen  a 
facrifice  to  his  vengeance,  had  not  Aridius,  his 
minifter,  exerted  his  talents,  which  were  not  only 
conciliating,  but  perfuafive,  in  his  behalf,  and 
pleaded  with  fo  much  rhetoric,  that  the  mind  of 
the  conqueror  feemed  to  open  to  the  reafonings 
of  truth,  and  he  buffered  his  difcomfited  enemy 
to  remain  unmolefted  in  his  retreat,  in  conii- 
deration  of  an  allowance  of  a  yearly  tribute. 

We  now  find  that  he  who  is  tre'acherous 
himfelf,  may  be  li ke wife  circumvented ;  for  no 
fooner  had  Clovis  returned  to  his  own  dominions, 
than  Gondebald,  with  fecrecy  and  expedition, 
affembled  what  forces  he  could  collect,  and 
marched  with  all  pofiible  celerity  to  the  walls 
of  Vienne,  and  having  explored  his  way,  with 
a  chofen  band  of  followers,  through  the  dan¬ 
gerous  paffage  of  an  aquedudt,  he.  gained  at 
length  the  centre  of  the  town;  and  his  unex¬ 
pected  appearance  had  fuch  an  effedt  upon  the 

inhabitants. 
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A.  D.  inhabitants,  and  upon  the  garrifon,  that  their 
**~v~*m’  fears  overcame  their  prudence,  and  fuppoling 
that  the  city  was  in  the  hands  of  the  affailants, 
they  were  ftricken  with  terror  and  defpair,  and 
betook  themfelves,  for  perfonal  fafety,  to  the  afy- 
lum  of  the  church  j  but  here  the  facred  altars 
w'ere  violated,  and  Godegiiiles  was,  by  his  bro¬ 
ther’s  command,  as  was  likewife  a  bilhop  who 
had  fondly  hoped  to  find  a  refuge  in  the  facred 
fanctuary,  put  to  death.  The  head  that  wore 
the  mitre,  might  have  been  fpared ;  but  the  trea¬ 
chery  of  Godegiiiles  deferved  its  fatcl 

An  inconfiderable  body  of  Franks,  that  had 
been  attached  to  his  perfon,  and  were  determined 
to  fhare  his  fortune,  had  thrown  themfelves  into 
a  tower,  with  a  determination  to  defend  it  to  the 
laft  extremity;  but  being  at  length  obliged  to 
fubmit,  the  victorious  Gondebald  was  contented 
with  their  furrender ;  and,  perhaps  admiring 
their  fidelity,  difdained  to  punilh.  They  were  dif- 
armed,  and  were  fent  in  this  condition  to  Alaric, 
the  king  of  the  Vifigoths;  but  the  fenators,  and 
the  principal  nobility,  who  had  abandoned  his 
rights,  and  who  had  acquiefced  in  the  ufurpation 
of  his  brother,  he  ordered  to  be  cut  off  by  the 
executioner, 

By  the  death  of  Godegiiiles,  the  various  pro¬ 
vinces  that  he  held  became  fubjeefi  to  the 
power  of  Gondebald,  who  thereupon  eftablifhed 
a  new  code  of  lawTs,  in  favour  of  his  Roman 

fubjedlsj 
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fubjedts,  by  which  they  were  to  be  hereafter  A.  D. 
exempted  from  the  oppreffions  of  the  Buxgun- 
dians. 

As  moft  of  the  nations  of  Gaul  were  now  am- 
bitious  to  live  under  the  government  of  the 
Franks,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  they  ad¬ 
mired  the  policy  of  Clovis,  or  that  they  dreaded 
the  vigour  of  his  arms ;  and,  fetting  aiide  his 
ambition,  and  the  cruelties  which  refuited  from 
ufurpation,  it  mull;  reluctantly  be  confelfed  that 
he  was  a  wife  and  a  fuccefsful  prince,  aad  that 
his  head  was  as  fruitful  of  expedients,  as  his 
courage  wras  tremendous  in  the  hour  of  trial ; 
nor  can  it  be  denied  that  his  conversion  appeared 
to  have  a  considerable  influence  upon  his  public 
addons,  although  it  could  not  be  ■  perceived  that 
it  helped  in  any  particular  manner  to  foften  the 
native  obduracy  of  his  mind.  It  can  fcarcely  be 
believed  that  his  zeal  was  Sincere,  if  he  fuffered 
political  motives  to  overcome  thofe  more  ma¬ 
terial  obligations  with  which  the  dobtrines  of 
Chriftianity  ought  to  have  infpired  him;  and  if 
he  forbare  to  make  visible,  by  external  mode¬ 
ration,  that  change  which  ought  to  have  taken 
place  in  his  heart, 

If  the  pathetic  recital  of  the  miferies  of  our 
Saviour  had  really  penetrated  into  his  foul,  how 
can  we  reconcile  to  the  benevolent  maxims  he 
taught,  a  conduct  fa  very  repugnant  to  his  life 
and  example?  for  we  Shall  be  difpofed  to  fufpebt 
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A.D.  the  integrity  of  his  feelings,  if,  while  he  was  con- 
templating  the  painful  particulars  of  fuch  a  death, 
he  could,  as  will  be  feen  in  the  fequel,  become  the 
fcourge  of  thoufands. 

He  affedted  indeed  to  acknowledge  the  truth 
of  the  Gofpel,  and  he  laid  fome  ftrefs  upon  his 
attention  to  the  duties  of  the  church :  but  the  be¬ 
nevolent  dodtrines  inculcated  by  the  Scriptures, 
had  but  little  effedt  upon  his  rude  and  barbarous 
mind ;  for  it  appeared  that  his  thoughts  were 
perpetually  employed  in  the  means  to  aggrandife 
his  dominions,  and  to  extend  his  power ;  and 
this,  not  only  without  referve,  and  without  com¬ 
punction,  but  in  open  violation  of  judice  and 
honour,  and  by  the  abufe  of  every  moral  and  re¬ 
ligious  duty. 

The  third  of  empire,  and  the  effervefcence 
of  religious  enthufiafm,  had  operated  fo  drongly 
upon  his  feelings,  that  he  propofed  to  his  nobles, 
and  urged  to  his  warriors,  in  the  city  of  Paris,  a. 
projedt  which  he  had  formed  againft  the  Vifi- 
goths ;  and  breaking  out  apparently  into  a 
pious  frenzy,  he  thus  addreffed  the  furrounding 
people:  “  What!  fhall  I  fuller  the  Arians  to 
<c  poffefs  the  mod  fertile  provinces  of  Gaul  ? — 
«  No !  let  us  call  upon  the  name,  and  invoke  the 
,f  aid  of  God!  let  us  march  with  zeal  and  confi- 
dcnce  to  give  them  battle;  and,  after  having 
u  obliged  them  to  Jay  down  their  arms,  and 
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tc  taken  poffeffion  of  their  country,  let  us  annex  a.  B, 
"  for  ever  their  dominions  to  our  own!” 

As  the  power  of  the  Franks  became  now  re- 
fpefitable,  and  as  the  martial  character  of  Clo¬ 
vis  almoft  Food  without  a  competitor,  they  did 
not  think  it  neceflary  to  obferve  any  longer  the 
treaty  into  which  they  had  entered  with  Tneo- 
doric :  but,  without  dread  of  oppofition,  and 
fo refeeing  the  happy  confequences  of  their  ambi¬ 
tion,  they  made  war,  without  provocation,  and 
without  notice,  upon  Alaric,  the  king  of  the  Vifi- 
goths. 

This  prince,  thunderftruck  at  the  unexpected 
procedure,  was  no  fooner  made  acquainted  with 
their  hoftile  intentions,  than  he  had  recourfe  to 
the  power  of  Theodoric,  and  at  the  fame  time 
entreated  his  fuccour.  He  accordingly  put  his 
Troops  in  motion,  and  marched  in  perfon  at  their 
head. 

The  Vifigoths  no  fooner  received  intelligence 
that  the  enemy  began  to  appear  in  the  frontiers 
of  Poitou,  than  they  immediately  polled  them- 
felves  under  the  works  of  Poitiers,  the  capital 
of  the  province,  and  there  remained  fome  time 
within  the  entrenchments,  awaiting  with  eager 
expectation  the  arrival  of  the  Oitrogoths :  but  the 
army,  full  of  refentment  for  what  they  deemed  an 
act  or  cowardice,  and  confident,  not  only  of  their 
courage  but  their  numbers,  and  fetting  at  de¬ 
fiance  the  boafted  fuperiority  of  the  Franks,  in 
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•  difcipline  and  valour,  imprudently  obliged  the 
reludlant  Alaric  to  engage  before  the  junction  with 
the  Oftrogoths  was  effected.  Clovis  continued 
his  march;  and  coming  within  fight  of  the  enemy, 
in  the  plains  of  Vougle,  about  ten  miles  from 
Poitiers,  he  gave  the  Vifigoths  a  total  overthrow. 
The  intrepid  foul  of  Alaric  defpifing  the  fug- 
geftions  of  fear,  and  the  difgrace  of  flight,  pufhed 
bravely  forward  to  meet  his  antagonift;  and, 
fcornihg  to  die  a  common  death,  he  fell  con¬ 
quered  indeed,  but  not  difgraced,  by  the  invin¬ 
cible  arm  of  his  aflailant. 

This  decifive  battle  was  marked  by  a  prodi¬ 
gious  carnage;  and  thofe  troops  which  had  the 
good  fortune  to  efcape,  were  obliged  to  feek 
refuge  in  their  fortified  towns,  and  in  other  places 
of  fafety. 

It  is  reported  that  Clovis  diftinguifhed  himfelf 
by  extraordinary  acfts  of  valour,  and  was  at  one 
time  in  imminent  danger  of  being  captured 
by  two  of  the  guards  of  Alaric,  -while  he  was  in 
perfonal  conflict  with  that  king  ;  but  his  breaft- 
plate  being  proof  againft  their  lances,  as  was  his 
bofom  againft  difmay,.  he  owed  his  efcape  not 
lefs  to  chance  than  to  courage.  The  confterna- 
tion  info  which  the  Vifigoths  were  thrown  by  the 
defeat  of  their  troops,  and  the  defpondency  that 
overcaft  their  minds,  in  confequence  of  the  death 
of  their  king,  were  advantages  which  the  policy 
of  his  rival  knew  how  to  turn  to  the  beft  account; 

he 
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lie  accordingly  difpatched  his  fon  Thierri,  to  A.  D. 
reduce  the  Albigeois,  together  with  the  diltriCt 
of  Rovergne,  and  Auvergne  ;  while,  with  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  army,  he  marched  to  the  liege  of 
Carcalfonne ;  but  being  informed  that  the  King 
of  the  Oftrogoths  was  repairing  to  the  relief  of 
the  place,  he  was  unwilling  to  hafard  the  event 
of  a  battle,  and  he  confequently  thought  it  more 
prudent  to  retire :  in  his  retreat,  however,  he 
made  himfelf  mailer  of  that  part  of  Gaul  which 
lies  between  the  Rhone  and  the  ocean,  or,  in 
other  words,  of  the  two  provinces  of  Aquitaine. 

After  this  expedition  he  fixed  his  winter-quar¬ 
ters  in  the  city  of  Bourdeaux,  in  which  he  depo- 
fited  a  great  portion  of  the  treafures  of  Alaric, 
that  he  had  feized  upon  at  Thouloufe,  and  from 
whence  he  had  given  orders  to  have  it  removed. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Ipring  he  again 
took  the  field,  and  laid  liege  to,  and  foon  poffelfed 
himfelf  of,  the  city  of  Angouleme ;  and  from 
thence  the  Franks  and  Burgundians  advanced 
to  the  city  of  Arles,  which  it  was  of  the  utmoft 
importance  to  their  affairs  to  reduce,  as,  by  the 
capture  of  this  place,  all  communication  between 
the  province  which  the  Oftrogoths  polfelfed  in 
Gaul,  and  that  portion  of  Narbonne  which  was 
held  by  the  Vifigoths,  would  be  effectually  cut 
off. 

The  Vifigoths  made  a  firm  and  intrepid  Hand, 
and  their  reliftance  was  long  and  unremitted.  The 
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A.  D.  Franks  were  at  length  conffrained  to  retire ;  and 
'  '  ’  they  were  confequently  obliged  to  crofs  the  river 

in  boats,  and  join  the  Burgundians,  who  were  at 
prefent  their  allies,  and  who  were  encamped  upon 
the  oppofite  lide.  The  fiege  lafted  fome  time ; 
and  the  inhabitants  fullered  greatly  by  licknefs 
and  famine,  and  were  reduced  at  laft  to  the  molt 
affecting  extremities.  The  Franks  were  obliged, 
however,  to  retire  before  the  troops  of  Theodo- 
ric,  which  he  had  lent  to  fuccour  the  place  ; 
and  their  armies,  and  thofe  of  the  Burgundians* 
were  terribly  haralfed  by  the  Vifigoths  in  their 
retreat,  who  made  a  great  daughter  of  their  num¬ 
bers,  and  poffeffed  themfelves  of  an  equal  pro¬ 
portion  of  captives. 

The  King  of  the  Ofirogoths  had  long  endea¬ 
voured,  but  unfuccefsfully,  to  maintain,  as  a  pre¬ 
tended  mediator,  the  independency  of  Gaul ;  and 
being  influenced  by  a  religion  very  different  in 
its  tenets  from  that  of  the  King  of  the  Franks,  he 
had  fpiritual  as  well  as  political  motives  to  induce 
him  to  oppofe  the  ambitious  defigns  of  his  rival, 
and  to  make  him  anxious  to  preferve  the  re¬ 
maining  poflefliops  of  the  Vifigoths  uninjured  and 
unbroken. 

He  declared  himfelf  the  guardian,  and  he 
avowed  himfelf  the  protestor,  of  his  grandfon 
Amalaric,  the  infant  fon  of  Alaric  ;  and  to  evince 
the  fincerity  of  his  intentions,  he  fent,  the  year 
after  his  fuccefs  at  Arles,  his  general,  Hibba, 
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againft  the  armies  of  Clovis,  who  gained  a  me¬ 
morable  victory  over  the  Franks,  and  of  whom 
it  is  faid  that  thirty  thoufand  loft  their  lives  in 
the  field  of  battle  :  thus  was  the  Gallic  monarch 
conftrained  to  retreat,  with  a  difgrace  propor- 
tionably  great,  in  comparifon  of  his  former  fuc- 
ceftes. 

To  the  tumults  of  arms  wre  now  find  fucceed 
the  tranquillity  of  peace.  A  treaty  wras  concluded 
between  Theodoric  and  the  King  of  the  Franks, 
in  which  the  latter  was  to  keep  the  polTeftion  of 
the  countries  which  he  had  wrefted  from  the  Vifi- 
goths :  the  power  and  the  influence  of  that  nation 
became  confequently  very  confiderably  impaired ; 
for  if  we  except  the  city  of  Narbonne,  and  a 
few  others  within  the  diftridt  of  that  metropolis, 
they  had  now,  after  this  difmemberment,  very 
little  intereft  in  Gaul. 

The  Sovereign  of  the  Oftrogoths,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  befldes  preferving  to  himfelf  the  city  of 
Arles,  as  a  depofit  for  the  expences  which  he 
had  incurred  during  the  war,  continued  the  maf- 
ter  of  the  province  he  before  poflMed,  and  which 
was  fituated  between  the  Alps,  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean,  the  Rhone,  and  the  Durance:  and  he  ruled 
over,  as  guardian  to  Amalaric,  their  king,  all 
the  dominions  of  the  Vifigoths,  that  had  been 
preferved  by  the  vigour  of  his  arms. 

The  terms  of  agreement  being  now  finally 
adjufted,  Clovis  repaired  to  Tours,  where  he  re- 
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D  ceived  a  folemn  embafly  from  the  Emperor 
'  Anaftafius,  with  the  fymbols  and  diftindtions  of 
^ IO’  the  Confulfhip ;  a  mark  of  refpect  to  which  he  was 
inclined,  from  the  report  of  his  martial  achieve¬ 
ments,  and  from  the  political  hope  that  he  would 
form  a  barrier  to  oppofe  the  power  of  Theodoric, 
with  whom  he  happened  to  be  at  this  time  at 
variance  ;  for  the  Oftrogoths  had  feized  upon 
Pannonia,  and  the  Romans  were  ravaging  the 
coafls  of  Italy, 

Having  received  the  prefents,  and  the  re- 
fcript  of  his  elediion,  he  entered  the  church  of 
St.  Martin,  and  there  received  the  tunic  and  the 
veft,  the  enfigns  of  the  confular  dignity;  and 
from  thence  he  rode  to  the  cathedral,  his  head 
being  encircled  by  a  fplendid  diadem,  the  air 
refounding,  as  the  proceflion  paft,  with  the  joy¬ 
ful  acclamations  of  Conful,  and  Auguflus. 

By  thefe  perfonal  diftindtions,  however  flatter¬ 
ing  they  may  be  to  human  pride,  his  authority 
was  by  no  means  augmented ;  but  the  Romans 
confidered  it  as  an  objedt  of  triumph,  as  they  had 
always  been  difpofed  to  revere,  almoft  to  idola¬ 
try,  the  confular  title ;  and  the  Emperor,  by  thefe 
marks  of  cordiality  and  favour,  not  only  applauded 
his  conquefts,  but  appeared  to  crave  the  future 
fupport  of  his  arms.  * 

The  char  adder  of  this  ambitious  tyrant  became 
at  this  period  fully  developed ;  for  the  ties  of  con- 
fanguimty,  the  precepts  of  morality,  and  more 
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than  all,  the  facred  duties  of  religion,  were  not  A 
a  fufficient  counterpoife  to  the  overwhelming 
ambition  that  was  evidently  a  natural  inftincft:  in 
his  mind  ;  and  we  fhall  record  with  horror  and 
indignation,  the  means  he  put  in  pra&iceto  render 
fuccefsful  his  treachery,  and  to  cement  his  victo¬ 
ries  by  rapine  and  by  blood. 

Clo  is,  as  we  have  already  related,  had  confi- 
derably  enlarged  his  dominions  by  the  acquifi- 
tion  of  thofe  territories  which  he  had  wrefted 
from  the  Vifigoths :  to  polfefs  and  to  be  con¬ 
tented,  was  not  an  axiom  of  his  politics ;  but 
to  extend  by  any  means,  either  agreeable  or  dif- 
cordant  to  juftice,  was  the  principle  of  his  life, 
and  the  reproach  of  his  reign. 

Pofteffing,  as  he  already  did,  fo  extenfive  an 
empire,  he  was  ambitious  to  be  acknowledged 
the  foie  fovereign  of  thofe  other  nations  of  the 
Franks  who  were  governed  by  their  own  princes  ; 
and  by  this  acceftion  to  eftablifh  a  kingdom  fo 
powerful,  that  the  future  convulftons  of  juftice 
or  ambition  would  be  unable  to  fhake. 

During  the  time  that  he  refided  at  Paris,  which, 
after  his  return  from  Tours,  he  had  eftablifhed  as 
his  place  of  refidence,  and  the  capital  of  his  em¬ 
pire,  he  reprefented,  by  his  emiffaries,  to  Clodo- 
ric,  the  fon  of  Sigebert,  that  as  his  father  was 
now  deprefled  by  the  weight  of  years,  -  and  as  he 
likewife  laboured  under  many  natural  and  bo¬ 
dily  infirmities,  he  was  of  courfe  unequal  to  the 
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-£•  D.  cares  of  empire,  and  to  the  government  of  his 
people ;  and  that  as  kingdoms  are  not  to  be 
fupported  by  the  veaknefs  of  age,  it  confequently 
became  his  duty,  "who  was  in  the  vigour  of  life, 
to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  affairs.  The  un¬ 
guarded  fon  too  willingly  imbibed  the  pernicious 
poifon ;  and,  deluded  by  the  promife  of  Clovis, 
and  depending  upon  his  afliftance,  in  a  weak,  or 
an  ambitious  moment,  confented  to  be  a  par¬ 
ricide,  to  become  a  king.  The  time  of  repofe 
was  feized  upon  as  the  moft  favorable  to  the  vie  ws 
of  the  affaflins,  and  the  grey  hairs  cf  the  vene¬ 
rable  parent,  by  a  mandate  not  lefs  cruel  than 
unnatural,  were  clotted  with  blood ;  but  as  it  is 
feldom,  fo  inquilitive  is  juftice,  that  adts  of  fig— 
nal  atrocity  efcape  their  punifhment,  the  guilty 
Clodoric,  after  having  revealed  the  affaflination, 
was,  by  the  command  of  the  King  of  the  Franks, 
prematurely  configned  to  fate.  The  villains 
who  were  fent  upon  this  bloody  errand,  defired 
him  to  explore'  one  of  the  chefts  in  which  the 
treafure  of  the  late  monarch  had  been  depofited  ; 
■when  coming  behind  him,  as  he  was  hooping 
down  to  examine  its  contents,  a  battle-axe  was 
levelled  at  his  head,  and  dafhed  out  his  brains  : 
he  thought  it  prudent,  however,  to  deny  his 
knowledge  of  the  crime;  and  he  pretended  that 
the  father  had  been  taken  off  by  the  cruelty  of 
the  fon,  and  that  the  parricide  had  fallen  a 
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vidlim  to  his  guilt,  and  had  been  Dialled  in  the  A. 
adl  of  perpetration  by  the  vilitation  of  heaven.  ^ 

The  fubjedts  of  Sigebert,  whom  he  had  warily 
affembled  on  this  occafion,  gave  credit  to  his 
alfertions  ;  and  his  harangue  appeared  to  make  a 
deep  impreffion  upon  their  minds,  when  he  offered 
himfelf  as  a  fucceffor  to  his  dominions;  and, 
after  a  fhort  paufe,  he  was  faluted  with  the  fliouts 
and  approbation  of  the  attending  multitude,  who 
now  looked  up  to  him  as  their  future  protestor, 
and  who  fvvore  an  allegiance  to  his  government, 
and  crown.  The  acceffion  of  territory  which  he 
gained  by  this  unjuftinable  meafure,  was  that 
part  of  Gaul  which  extended,  on  the  weft  of 
the  Rhine,  as  far  as  the  River  Fuld,  and  on  the 
eaft  to  the  city  of  Chalons  upon  the  Marne,  and 
the  metropolis  of  which  was  the  celebrated  Co¬ 
logne. 

The  polTeflion  of  the  dominions  of  Chararic, 
the  king  of  thofe  Franks  whofe  dominions  ex¬ 
tended  over  the  country  in  which  were  litu- 
ated  Boulogne,  St.  Omers,  Ghent,  and  Bruges, 
was  another  field  for  the  cruel  politics  of  Clovis. 
The  refufal  of  that  prince  to  join  him  in  his  war 
againft  Syagrius,  that  he  might  abide  the  event  of 
the  battle,  and  join  the  fuccefsful  party,  was  a  fufh- 
cient  crime  to  call  down  his  difpleafure  ;  and  he 
feized  without  provocation  upon  his  perfon,  and, 
upon  that  of  his  fon. 

D  3  As 
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A.  D.  As  the  father  was,  one  day,  lamenting  his  cruel 
deftiny,  and  inveighing  againft  the  unmerited 
barbarity  of  Clovis,  his  rage  was  kindled  by  jea- 
loufy;  and  dreading  the  poflibility  of  their  being 
able  to  revenge  their  injuries,  and,  by  a  recovery 
of  their  liberty,  regain  their  power,  he  ordered 
them  both  to  be  fhaved;  and  this  is  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  in  which  this  ceremony  was  meant  to  ope¬ 
rate  as  a  difqualification,  inperfons  thus  treated,  to 
afcend  the  throne.  Not  contented,  however,  with 
this  mark  of  degradation,  and  fufpicious  of  the 
confequences  that  might  enfue,  the  afiaffin  was 
again  employed,  and  without  compunction  clofed, 
by  blood,  the  horrid  fcene.  The  two  Princes 
being  thus  difpofed  of,  he  had  fufficient  influ¬ 
ence  or  power  to  get  himfelf  acknowledged  the 
fovereign  of  their  dominions. 

Ragnacharius,  the  kipg  of  Cambray,  was  now 
the  only  prince  amohgft  the  various  nations  of 
the  Franks,  of  whom  he  entertained  either  dread 
or  jealoufy ;  he  determined  therefore  to  remove 
this  impediment  to  his  ambition  :  and  having 
tampered  with  his  fubjeCts,  he  invaded  wuth  a 
numerous  army  his  peaceful  dominions 

Ragnacharius  was  neither  idle  nor  intimidated; 
he  collected,  in  hafte,  fuch  troops  as  he  could 
a  {Tenable,  to  oppofe  the  lawlefs  attempts  of  his 
ambitious  rival.  Fie  fent  out  parties  to  expiore 
the  numbers,  and  to  afc.ertain  the  forces  of 
his  opponent :  but  thefe  were  feduced  from  their 

fidelity 
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fidelity  by  the  arts  of  Clovis ;  for  they  were  in-  -A 
ftruCted  to  fay,  that  the  armies  which  appeared  w 
were  not  his  enemies,  but  his  own  people  who 
were  coming  to  receive  his  commands.  The 
Prince  was  deceived  ;  and  before  he  had  time  to 
aflemble  his  nnmbers,  he  was  attacked,  defeated, 
and  put  to  flight.  The  unhappy  fugitive,  in  en¬ 
deavouring  to  make  his  efcape,  was  taken,  with  his 
brother  Richarius,.  by  the  treachery  of  their  fol¬ 
lowers,  and  were  delivered  up,  with  their  hands 
tied  behind  them,  to  the  mercy  of  the  tyrant. 
He  upbraided  them  for  appearing  before  him  in 
the  condition  of  common  malefactors ;  and  as  he 
intimated  the  race  from  which  they  fprang,  he 
obferved  that  a  thoufand  lives  could  not  wear  out 
the  difgraceful  ftain.  He  had  fcarcely  uttered 
thefe  opprobrious  words,  when,  with  his  battle- 
axe,  he  cleft  the  head  of  Ragnacharius  ;  and  then 
turning  to  Richarius,  he  upbraided  him  for  his 
cowardice  in  not  attempting  to  defend  his  rela¬ 
tion,  and  in  the  fame  breath,  and  with  the  fame 
inftrument,  he  ftruclc  him  to  the  ground. 

This  tragedy  was  only  in  want  of  one  more 
vidlim,  to  make  the  catastrophe  complete.  Reg- 
nomer,  another  brother  of  the  unfortunate  fuf- 
ferers,  and  who  was  the  king  of  thofe  Franks 
who  were  fettled  at  Mans,  was  likewife  doomed 
to  fvvell  the  lift  of  his  enormities,  and  his  poflef- 
flons  to  reward  the  crimes  of  this  flagitious  com- 
quero£ 

D  4 
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A.  D.  And  yet  thefe  accumulated  adls  of  atrocity  com- 

mitted  without  provocation,  and  almoft  without 
any  motives  of  neceffity,  wrere  glanced  over  by 
the  clergy,  and  atoned  for  by  his  benevolence 
to  the  church,  and  by  the  foundation  of  chapels 
and  monafteries. 

In  the  laft  year  of  his  reign,  he  began  to 
digeft,  to  reform,  and  to  repub li hi,  the  Salic  laws : 
and  the  promulgation  of  this  fyftem  of  inheri¬ 
tance,  which  has  continued  for  fo  many  ages, 
and  which  hill  operates  with  full  force,  m  the 
kingdom  of  France,  was  foon  afterwards  fuc- 
ceeded  by  the  demife  of  him  who  made  it  pub¬ 
lic  ;  for  the  legiflator  died  in  pie  forty- fifth  year 
of  his  life,  and  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  reign; 
but  the  tyrant  will  live  until  time  itfelf  fhall 
wear  away,  and  only  then  ceafe  to  record  his 
vices.  Clovis  departed  this  life  at  Paris,  and 
was  buried  in  the  church  of  the  holy  Apoftles 
St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  which  was  erected  by 
Cholidis,  who  retired  after  the  dea  h  of  her  huf- 
band  into  Touraine,  and  there  pailed  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  her  days  at  the  tomb  of  St.  Martin, 

. . .  ■  -  ...  - 

In  delineating  this  character,  much  refiedtion 
will  be  required,  and  much  impartiality  ought  to 
be  obferved.  The  foundation  of  a  great  empire 
forms  an  aera  in  the  hiftory  of  man :  to  enlarge 
by  gradual  conquefts.  or  to  acquire  by  fudden 

victories. 
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victories,  cannot  fail  to  mark  the  hand  of  the  con-  A. 
queror ;  but  to  cement  by  political  prudence, 
and  to  keep  unfnaken  an  edifice  once  raifed,  re¬ 
quires  a  fpirit  of  adtion,  and  an  energy  of  thought, 
which  few  monarcns  have  ever  poffeifed. 

In  reviewing  therefore  this  celebrated  life,  we 
ihall  find  much,  in  the  pages  that  pourtray  it,  to 
furprife  the  eye,  and  much  to  difguft  the  heart. 
We  fhall  fee  what  exploits  have  been  achieved 
by  courage  and  conduct,  and  what  barbarities 
have  been  the  confequences  of  jealoufy  and  am¬ 
bition  :  we  fhould  therefore  detach  the  hero  from 
the  man,  and  make  a  juft  eftimate  of  his  virtues, 
and  his  vices. 

We  do  not  find  in  the  French  hiftorians  much 
difplay  of  thofe  mechanical  pafiions  to  which  hu¬ 
man  nature  is  fubjedt;  nor  are  we  any  where  pre- 
fented  with  the  convivial  manners  of  the  private 
charadter  of  Clovis.  In  his  palace  we  hardly  hear 
of  his  name,  to  regulate  its  amufements,  or  to 
condudt  its  urbanity  ;  we  mufc  follow  him  there¬ 
fore  to  the  camp,  the  fcene  of  his  politics,  and 
to  the  field,  the  theatre  of  his  glory. 

He  was  gifted  by  nature  with  talents  to  form 
a  hero  ;  and  by  art  he  acquired  fuch  a  command 
of  reafon,  as  to  make  it  not  the  tyrant, .  nor  the 
Have  of  his  pafiions.  His  conftitution  w7as  firong 
and  hardy ;  and  his  hand  was  always  ready  to 
fecond  with  effedt  the  plans  he  had  formed,  and 
to  condudt  them  to  a  rapid  and  a  profperous  ifiue. 

As 
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A.  D.  As  he  knew  how  to  command  himfelf,  it  became  an 
eafy  matter  for  him  to  teach  obedience  to  others ; 
and  although  we  do  not  hear  much  of  his  favours, 
and  of  his  largeiTes  beftowed  upon  his  foldiers, 
yet  we  do  not  read  of  treachery  and  defertion. 
Valiant  in  himfelf,  but  prudent  in  his  courage, 
he  knew  how  to  excite  intrepidity  without  raih- 
nefs,  and  to  acquire  conqueft,  although  his  foot- 
fteps  w’ere  marked  with  daughter. 

If  we  relied  upon  the  variety  and  extent  of  his 
enlerprifes,  we  muft  wonder  at  his  refources,  and 
extol  the  fo relight  that  fupplied  them ;  for  in 
operations  of  magnitude  there  is  more  difplay  of 
talents  required  in  the  prevention  of  difficulties, 
than  there  is  of  courage  in  the  contempt  of  dan- 


o'er. 

That  he  could  keep  together  fo  large  an  army  • 
by  his  authority,  that  he  could  infpire  them  with 
his  ambition,  and  lead  them  to  glory  by  his  ex¬ 
ample,  are  fads  that  vsc  cannot  difpute  ;  but  that 
he  fhould  render  the  conquered  provinces  fubfer- 
vient  to  his  powrer,  attached  to  his  perfon,  and 
obedient  to  his  clifcipline,  are  convincing  proofs  of 
the  moderation  of  his  command,  and  the  fupe- 
riority  of  his  charader ;  for  where  there  is  confi¬ 
dence,  there  will  not  be  defection. 

As  Clovis  was  the  firft  founder  of  a  great  Mo¬ 
narchy,  he  muft  ever  ftand  a  prominent  feature 
in  the  page  of  refiedion ;  and  being  an  adive 
figure,  and  not  merely  an  automaton,  he  will  na¬ 
turally 
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turally  arreff  the  eye,  and  fix  the  attention.  The 
furrounding  accompaniments  muft  likewife  give 
an  intereft  to  the  reprefentation,  as  without  auxi¬ 
liaries  and  dependencies  the  hero  cannot  be  per¬ 
fect. 

To  create,  to  cement,  and  to  leave  unfhaken 
the  empire  that  he  had  formed,  was  an  inftance 
of  good  fortune  almoft  peculiar  to  himfelf;  and 
if  armies  well  provided  require  a  fuperior  degree 
of  thought  and  forefight — if  the  fovereign  be  the 
brilliant  centre  of  his  own  fyftem — if  he  vivify, 
without  confuming,  the  myriads  that  move  around 
him — if,  in  fhort,  he  be  a  monarch,  who  with 
judgment  wills,  and  vrhcm  his  fubjedts  with  alacrity 
■  obey — if  fuch  talents,  and  fuch  confidence,  com¬ 
bine,  what  can  fhake  an  union  thus  cemented? 

If  to  fly  from  vidlory  to  vidtory,  and  to  con¬ 
quer  fuperior  armies  without  the  wanton  effufion 
of  his  fubjedts  blood,  befpeak  the  General,  where 
will  this  name  apply  with  more  real  energy  than 
it  will  to  Clovis  ?  If  conduct  lead  to  courage, 
and  courage  be  the  harbinger  of  conqueft,  to 
whom  can  this  axiom  be  more  glorioufly  applied 
than  it  will  be  to  Clovis  ?  But  if  public  profpe- 
rity  (hall  be  contaminated  by  private  treachery, 
ambition  pave  the  way  to  domeftic  enormities, 
and  jealoufy  ftimulate  to  kindred  murder,  who 
will  not  fhudder  to  think  that  fuch  crimes  are 


A. 


to  be  attributed  to  Clovis  ? 

.  c  '  * 
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A.  D.  The  French  hiftorians,  although  partial  to  his 
’  weaknefies,  are  yet  fufficiently  juft  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  his  vices.  That  he  was  enterprifing  with¬ 
out  principle,  and  cruel  without  repentance,  we 
are  led  from  fads  to  believe  ;  but  that  the  Clergy 
abfolved  his  crimes  in  consideration  of  his  gene¬ 
rality  to  communities,  and  his  fpiptual  founda¬ 
tion  of  churches  and  rnonafteries,  is  what  a  re- 
fped  to  the  order  will  encourage  us  to  doubt. 
The  minifters  of  peace  can  never  be  the  friends 
of  warfare,  nor  confider  him  great,  who  has  ac¬ 
quired  this  title  by  treachery  and  rapine. 

That  he  was  faithful  to  his  wife  Clotildis,  if  a 
fad,  was  certainly  a  merit  in  an  age  of  demi- 
b.arbarifm,  and  among  a  people  who  were  habitu¬ 
ated  to  the  allurements  of  plunder;  but  then  the 
common  vices  of  his  nature  were  in  other  refpeds 
fo  very  atrocious,  that  the  merit  of  his  chaftity 
appears  to  be  obfcured  by  the  multiplicity  of 
his  crimes. 

The  life,  the  reign,  and  the  death  of  Clovis, 
exhibit  a  very  large,  but  not  a  plealing  field  of 
fpeculation.  They  are  highly  interefting  to  the 
nation  which  he  founded,  as  from  him  the  French 
Monarchy  derived  their  firft  fparks  of  confe- 
quence,  and  from  his  example  and  conftitutions, 
the  rays  that  brightened  up  their  future  glory. 

The  converfion  of  the  Gallic  Monarch  having 
had  a  confiderable  influence  upon  his  life  and 
reign,  will  naturally  excite  refledions  in  the  mind, 

but 
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but  not  fuch  as  might  be  expected  from  one  who  a.  D. 
had  renounced  what  he  thought  a  defective  reli- 
gion,  for  the  fpiritual  tenets  of  another  which  he  • 
confidered  perfedt. 

We  are  apprehenfive  that  converfion  is  more 
frequently  made  a  cloak  to  hide  the  interefted 
purfuits  of  life,  than  a  real  proof  of  fincerity  of 
heart ;  and  that  it  more  often  proceeds  from 
advantages  that  are  to  be  expedted,  than  from  a 
convidtion  of  errors  that  are  to  be  efchewed.  We 
do  not  find  that  the  morals  of  Clovis  were  im¬ 
proved  by  his  renunciation  of  Paganifm,  or  that 
the  pathetic  trials  of  meeknefs  and  forgivenefs 
fo  tenderly  .recorded  in  the  hiftory  of  our  Saviour, 
had  fubdued  his  refentments,  or  helped  to  foften 
the  natural  barbarity  of  his  heart.  We  fhould.be 
apt  to  doubt  his  reverence  for  the  Chriflian  faith, 
and  to  difcredit  the  moral  changes  that  this  per- 
fuafion  might  have  wrought  in  his  fentiments  and 
adtions,  when  we  review  his  condudt,  towards  the 
Merovingean  Princes,  particularly  towards  Chara- 
ric,  who  was  the  immediate  caufe  of  his  vidtory 
upon  the  plains  of  Tolbiac,  whom  he  cut  off  with¬ 
out  injuries  to  aggravate  refentment,  without 
oppofition  to  fandtion  policy,  and  without  per- 
fonal  hatred  or  domeflic  fear.  If  it  only  related 
to  government,  it  was  an  injuftifiable  as  a  cruel 
atrocity ;  if  from  the  effervefcence  of  religious 
zeal,  and  to  fhew  himfelf  a  warm  and  an  adtive 
profelyte,  he  feems  to  have  taken  up  a  religion, 

but 
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A.  D.  but  to  have  overlooked  its  tenets,  and  to  have  run 
diredlly  counter  to  the  doitrine  it  inculcates. 

His  wifh  to  extirpate  Arianifm  by  the 
fword,  and  to  annex  the  dominions  of  thofe  un¬ 
fortunate  people  who  were  educated  in  that  per- 
fuafion,  favours  more  of  the  political  tyrant,  than 
of  the  honed:  man.  That  he  was  a  great  king, 
according  to  the  perverted  acceptation  of  the 
word,  his  heroic  deeds  will  fufficiently  evince ; 
and  that  his  ambition  was  confirmed  by  fuccefs, 
his  empire,  as  fituaed  at  his  death,  will  be  an 
ample  witnefs : — but  that  he  was  a  good  and  a  jufi: 
fovereign,  and  from  principle,  ab  (trailed  from 
intereft,  was  the  father  of  his  people,  we  have 
reafon  to  doubt ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that 
records  fo  advantageous  to  his  private  character 
would  be  palfed  over  without  a  comment,  when 
his  public  life  has  been  fo  much  the  pride  and 
labour  of  the  hiftorian. 

His  invafion  of  the  territories  of  the  Burgun¬ 
dians  exhibit  this  afpiring  man  in  a  different 
point  of  view,  and  had  fome  fhew  of  reafon,  as  the 
father  of  his  wife  Clotildis  had  been  murdered  by 
the  command  of  Gondebald  :  but  his  thirfb  of 
power  too  often  excited  him  to  the  conquefc  of 
other  kingdoms ;  and  although  an  unprincipled 
aggrelfor,  he  fucceeded  either  by  good  fortune  or 
good  conduit  in  the  completion  of  nis  molt  ad¬ 
venturous  enterprifes. 
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In  the  battle  that  he  gained  between  Lan-  A 
gres  and  Dijon,  he  was  much  indebted  to  the  ^ 
treachery  of  Godegifiles,  and  much  to  his  own 
courage  and  example,  and  to  the  irrefiftible  bra¬ 
very  of  his  troops ;  and  it  may  be  generally  al¬ 
lowed  that  he  not  often  fuilained  a  great  (laughter 
of  his  own  people,  in  the  different  aCtions  in 
which  he  came  off  victorious. 

His  feizure  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Vifigoths 
was  another  proof  of  his  lawlefs  outrage  upon  the 
rights  of  others  ;  but  this  conqueft  might  not 
have  been  fo  eafily  achieved,  had  not  the  tender 
years  of  Alaric  left  open  to  him  the  field  of  en- 
terprife,  and  the  profped  of  glory. 

Theodoric,  the  king  of  the  Oflrogoths,  may  be 
confidered  as  his  molt  formidable  rival ;  and  his 
defeat  at  the  liege  of  Arles  in  Provence,  and 
the  fubfequent  victory  gained  over  him  by  Hibba, 
to  be  the  only  military  failures  that  he  experienced, 
during  a  long  and  a  profperous  reign. 

To  fum  up  the  moral  and  the  military  life  of 
Clovis,  it  may  be  only  neceffary  to  fay,  that  he 
was  the  aggreffor  in  almoft  all  his  invafions,  and 
that  he  ftained  with  cruelty  what  he  had  acquired 
by  injuftice.  The  conquefts  he  made,  he  retained  ; 
and 'his  fubjeCts  were  attached  to  his  perfon,  and 
fubmiffive  to  his  government.  His  reign  was  a 
rapid  courfe  of  profperity,  and  his  life  was  a  fcene 
of  confkmt  aCtion,  uninterrupted  by  treachery  or 
rebellion,  and  unmarked  by  any  public  or  private 

calamity. 
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A.  D.  calamity.  As  a  hero,  he  claims  our  regard;  but 
as  a  man,  our  execration. 


The  Franks,  before  their  irruption  into  Gaul, 
were  divided  into  clans,  or  tribes,  which  were 
independently  governed  by  different  princes,  and 
which  had  their  peculiar  code  of  laws,  their  na¬ 
tional  manners,  and  local  diftinbtions.  Clovis 
reigned  r  er  thofe  which  w  ere  called  the  Salians, 
and  from  whom  thofe  laws,  fo  ftridtly  interwoven 
into  the  texture  of  the  government,  and  the  legal 
inheritance  of  their  kings,  were  firft  derived.  They 
obtained  their  appellation  from  the  river  Sale, 
of  which  there  are  three  in  France  of  the  fame 
name :  the  firft  falls  into  the  Meine,  the  fecond 
into  the  Elbe  ;  but  that  which  now  takes  the 
name  of  the  IiTel,  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  real  one, 
upon  the  borders  of  which  thefe  nations  dwelt. 

It  is  pretended  on  one  hand  that  the  Salic  law 
was  made  by  Philip  the  Long,  in  the  year  1316, 
as  an  expedient  by  which  the  daughters  of  Lewis 
Hutin  misfit  be  excluded  from  the  inheritance  of 
the  crown  ;  it  is  contended  by  others,  that  Phara- 
mond  wras  the  firft  bv  whom  it  was  enacted ;  but 
it  appears  by  decided  authority,  that,  if  Clovis 
was  not  the  real  author  of  it,  he  revifed  at 
leaft,  and  left  it  to  pofterity  in  its  prefent  ftate. 

The 
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The  whole  of  the  Salic  laws,  we  mean  to  fay,  A-  D- 
were  collected  by  Clovis.  The  particular  claufe 
above  related,  by  which  the  female  is  excluded 
from  inheritance;  has  ever  been  the  fame  :  it  inti¬ 
mates  exprefsly*  “  that  no  part  of  the  Salic  lands 
fhall  be  inherited  by  wTomen;  for,  as  they  had  been 
originally  acquired  by  males,  they  alone  lhall  pof- 
fefs  what  their  vigour  and  courage  had  achieved.” 

From  hence  the  idea  has  been  taken  that  women 
are  incapacitated  to  fucceed  to  the  crown  of 
France.  But  the  Salic  laws,  properly  fpeaking, 
were  the  entire  code  of  the  Salians.  Every  dif- 
tind:  tribe  of  the  Franks  had  its  local  laws,  which, 
although  nearly  alike,  differed  in  fome  particular 
inftances  ;  as  did  thofe  of  the  AletnRnni  and  Ba¬ 
varians,  who  were  permitted,  when  fubjugated  by 
Clovis,  to  retain  their  own  peculiar  inftitutions  and 
domeftic  cuftoms.  Thefe  laws  were  drawn  up  in 
the  Latin  tongue;  which  plainly  proves  that  they 
were  not  colleded,  and  committed  to  writing, 
until  the  Franks  had  relinquifhed  their  original 
feats.  They  contain  a  great  variety  of  articles  ^ 
are  very  minute,  and  fimple  ;  and  are  well  calcu¬ 
lated  to  preferve  order  and  domeftic  peace.  Chil- 
debert  and  Clotaire  revifed  them  after  Clovis ;  but 
tDagobert  publilhed  them  in  their  molt  perfed 
ftate. 

The  Ripuarian  Franks  were  feated  upon  thd 
banks  of  the  Rhine,  the  Mofelle,  and  the  Roer, 
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A.  D.  which  runs  through  Weftphalia;  and  hence,  from 
ripa,  or  a  bank,  they  acquired  the  name  of  Ripu- 
arii.  Having  joined  themfelves,  under  Clovis, 
to  the  Salians,  they  were  permitted  to  retain  their 
own  cuftoms  ;  and  Theodoric,  the  king  of  Aus¬ 
tralia,  ordered  them  to  be  reduced  into  writing. 
Their  laws  were  compiled,  revifed,  and  corrected 
by  Dagobert ;  and,  in  many  inftances,  differed 
from  thofe  of  the  Salians ;  and,  in  fome  parts, 
the  latter  are  cleared  up  by  the  former.  What 
relates  to  the  allodial  lands  is  conformable  to  both 
nations. 

Of  the  general  habits  and  local  cuftoms  of  thefc 
people  before  they  left  Germany,  very  little  in¬ 
formation  can  be  with  certainty  gathered  from 
any  but  the  Roman  writers.  They  very  much 
refembled  the  ancient  Gauls,  in  their  morals 
and  mode  of  worfhip.  They  were  mode  fimple 
than  their  neighbours,  more  warlike,  although 
not  fo  much  given  to  indufiry.  They  were 
in  a  Rate  of  the  moft  rude  fociepy,,  fubfifting 
entirely  by  the  produdh  of  the  chafe,  upon  milk, 
cheefe,  fruits,  and  the  pafturage  of  their  cattle, 
of  which  almoft  all  of  the  German  tribes  had 
confiderable  herds.  Their  civil  government  was 
extremely  limited  :  in  times  of  peace  they  had 
not  any  fixed  magiftrate  ;  but  the  chief  men  of 
every  diftridt  difpenfed  juftice  by  their  perfonal 
authority,  and  accommodated  differences  by  the 
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influence  of  their  own  mediations.  Difputes  of  A. 
confequence  were  left  to  be  determined  by  the 
community  at  large. 

When  they  thought  proper  to  appoint  magif- 
trates,  they  had  not  any  power  either  to  impri- 
fon,  or  to  infliCt  a  corporal  punifhment  upon  a 
freeman  ;  therefore  every  perfon  was,  in  fome 
meafure,  obliged  to  revenge  his  own  wrongs  :  but, 
although  their  enmities  were  hereditary,  they  were 
not  lafting  ;  and  a  fine  of  cattle,  was  a  compenfa- 
tion  even  for  murder ;  a  part  of  which  devolved 
to  the  king  or  ft  ate,  and  the  other  portion  to  the 
perfon  injured.  Not  but  many  tribes  differed  as 
they  were  near  to,  or  further  removed  from,  the 
Roman  provinces.  They  had  not  any  cities  j 
and  fo  far  did  they  carry  their  fpirit  of  indepen¬ 
dency,  that  in  their  villages  they  would  not  have 
their  cottages  contiguous  ;  as  they  obferved,  that 
the  moll  ferocious  animals  of  the  defert,  infenfi- 
bly  lofe  their  fiercenefs  when  confined.  Too  in¬ 
dolent,  or  too  warlike,  to  turn  their  hands  to  agri¬ 
culture,  they  left  their  rural  economy  entirely 
to  their  women  and  ferfs,  or  bondfmen,  the  for¬ 
mer  of  whom  they  held  in  fo  much  refpedr,  that 
their  advice  was  frequently  demanded  in  affairs 
of  national  importance ;  and  thofe  who  required 
hoftages  of  an  enemy,  were  better  pleafed  to  have 
females  of  confequence  than  males. 

1  heir  young  people,  modeft  and  referved,  were 
not  contracted  in  marriage  until  they  had  attained 
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A.  D.  their  twentieth  year ;  and  were  almoft  the  only 
Barbarians  who  were  contented  with  one  wife, 
notwithftanding  the  Merovingian  Kings,  either 
from  policy  or  a  difdain  of  controul,  had  com¬ 
monly  two  or  Three.  Some  countries  allowed  not 
of  a  fecond  matrimonial  contra# ;  giving,  as  a 
reafon,  that  one  body  fhould  have  but  one  foul. 
The  women  did  not  carry  any  marriage  portion ; 
but  the  hufband  was  obliged  to  fettle  one  upon  his 
wife,  which  was  correfponding  to  the  rank  of 
the  donor.  Adultery  entailed  infamy ;  and  the 
difhonoured  had  a  right  to  punifh  the  infidelities 
of  the  delinquents.  A  want  of  innocence  was 
followed  by  a  want  of  protection;  for  fhe  who 
had  loft  her  virtue,  found  not  pity,  but  difgrace. 
The  objects  of  corruption  were  banifhed  from 
their  focieties ;  and  character  was  not  fold,  as 
there  was  neither  temptation  nor  necefiity  to  in¬ 
duce  the  purchafe.  Voluptuous  entertainments, 
that  unnerve  the  body,  and  inflame  the  mind  ; 
feductive  mufic,  that  fipeaks  to  the  paffions,  with¬ 
out  finding  a  way  to  the  heart ;  and  effeminate 
poetry,  that  chimes  upon  the  ear,  while  it  infults 
the  judgment ;  glittering  gems,  unmeaning  ftate, 
and  all  its  train  of  luxury  and  expence;  were 
driven  from  the  gloomy  forefts  of  the  Barbarians, 
to  take  up  their  refidence  in  polilhed  and  enlight¬ 
ened  kingdoms. 

From  marriage,  the  firnple  contra#  of  which 
was  chaftitv,  there  arofe  an  athletic  and  healthy 
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race ;  and  the  glory  of  the  parent  confided  in  A. 
their  number  and  their  drength.  So  foon  as 
they  were  born,  they  were  plunged  into  die  run¬ 
ning  dream  ;  and  were  indrucded,  according  to 
their  rude  ideas  of  education,  with  care  and  ten- 
dernefs ;  and,  contrary  to  the  unnatural  practice 
of  modidi  life,  the  mothers  took  delight  in  that 
mod  amiable  of  all  duties,  in  that  of  nurdng 
thofe  whom  nature  had  confided  to  their  bofom, 
to  recompenfe  the  danger,  of  having  brought  them 
forth.  As  their  hopes  were  centered  in  their  off- 
fpring,  they  did  not  wifh  that  one  look  of  tender- 
nefs  lhould  be  waded  upon  a  foder-mother,  which 
they  had  a  right  to  claim  ;  and  as  the  attention 
of  the  child  was  not  alienated  by  negledl  or  ab- 
fence,  their  affedion  increafed  with  their  years, 
and  their  duty  was  their  pride.  In  their  progrefs 
to  manhood,  they  were  accudomed  to  exercifes 
of  danger,  and  the  preparations  of  war,  and  were 
foon  taught  the  ufe  and  confequence  of  arms. 
Their  military  accoutrements  were  not  more 
fumptuous  than  their  apparel.  Their  horfes  wrere 
neither  beautiful,  norfwift;  and  riding  wras  not 
confidered  as  an  amufement,  but  a  neceflity : — - 
they  had  neither  faddle  nor  dirrups,  but  ufed  the 
bridle  W'ith  drength  and  dexterity. 

Their  funerals  were  obferved  without  pomp  or 
ceremony.  The  life  of  a  good  man  is  a  fufficient 
memorial  ;  and  that  of  a  bad  one  cannot  be  too 
foon  forgotten.  An  efchutcheon  is  often  the  re- 
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A.  D.  membrancer  of  folly,  and  the  record  of  guilt.  The 
bodies  of  the  nobility  were  burnt ;  the  lower  or¬ 
ders  of  the  people  wTere  interred,  and  a  verdant 
turf  fupplied  their  epitaph. 

In  their  religion,  they  neither  ereded  temples 
to  their  gods,  nor  reprefented  them  under  the  de¬ 
grading  figures  of  humanity  :  the  Majerty  of 
Heaven  cannot  be  confined  within  walls,  nor  its 
immortal  effence  be  typified  by  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  matter.  The  Romans,  at  laft,  taught 
them  idolatry;  and  this  fpecies  of  worfhip 
efiranged  them,  in  fome  meafure,  from  nature. 
In  the  gloomy  magnificence  of  their  forefts,  and 
in  the  filent  folemnity  of  their  fhades,  their  ideas 
were  impreffed  with  religious  horror  ;  and  the  en- 
thufiafm  of  their  minds  depicted  upon  their  fancy 
the  prefence  of  a  god,  whom  they  imagined  was 
to  be  only  appeafed  by  the  facrifice  of  human 
blood.  Their  places  of  worfhip  were  facred ;  and 
if  any  perfon  entered  into  thofe  myfterious  abodes, 
they  allowed  themfelves  to  be  bound,  acknowr- 
iedaing  thus  their  entire  fubmifiion  to  the  Deity. 
Their  priefts,  inverted  with  a  tunic  of  the  fineft 
fluff,  affembled  the  people  at  the  full  moon ;  a 
period  which  they  deemed  the  moft  aufpicious. 
Given  to  augury,  they  preferred  thofe  omens 
which  were  derived  from  the  infpedion  of  white 
horfes,  carefully  paftured  in  their  forerts,  and 
never  profaned  by  labour,  nor  the  chafe :  har- 
neffed  to  the  facred  car,  their  neighing,  their 
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manner  of  drawing,  and  the  route  they  preferred,  A 
were  the  tokens  by  which  their  predictions  w;ere 
underftood ;  and  they  never  engaged  in  battle, 
without  having  firft  confulted  their  aufpices. 

The  power  of  their  chiefs  or  kings  rather  con- 
fified  in  the  privilege  of  advifing,  than  in  the  right 
of  enforcing  command  ;  and  the  contributions  of 
their  fubjeCts,  made  either  in  grain  or  in  cattle, 
were  voluntary,  as  was  their  military  fervice.  To 
their  general  afiemblies  they  repaired  fingly,  and 
always  armed  :  fuch  as  approved  of  an  expedi¬ 
tion,  made  know'n  their  affent  by  Handing  up  ; 
but  infamous  was  the  man  who  afterwards  aban¬ 
doned  his  chief.  There  was  no  precedence  ex¬ 
cept  in  the  prieHhood.  Every  one  was  heard  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  age,  his  martial  exploits,  and  his 
acknowledged  eloquence.  Their  harangues  were 
perfuafive,  not  commanding  :  the  fhoc.k  of  arms 
was  a  fignal  of  approbation ;  and  a  fullen  mur¬ 
mur,  that  of  diffent. 

The  ufc  of  letters,  or  the  mediation  of  fenfe 
through  the  impreflion  of  characters,  was  totally 
unknown  amongft  this  people  ;  hence  no  annals 
were  preferved  of  the  paH  :  but  verfes,  fuch  as  in 
other  rude  Hates  had  been  treafured  up  by  me¬ 
mory,  were  the  only  records  of  former  deeds. 
Sons  fucceeded  their  fathers  without  teftamentary 
confirmation ;  and  males  fucceeded  males,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  degrees  of  proximity.  It  may  be  natu¬ 
rally  fuppofed,  that  commerce,  among  a  people 
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A.  D.  fo  fimple,  had  not  attained  to  any  confequence. 
Thofe  who  redded  near  the  fea  had  fmall  velfels, 
made  with  leather  fewed  together,  or  with  oziers 
covered  with  the  fame  materials,  with  which  they 
were  ufed  to  navigate  that  tempeftuous  element. 
In  converfation  they  were  rather  taciturn  than 
talkative,  yet  vain,  arrogant,  and  quarrelfome ;  idle 
in  all  things,  to  a  proverb,  excepting  in  war  ;  this 
was  their  common  exercife,  and  in  this  was  placed 
their  firft  delight.  Strange  contradkftion  of  indo¬ 
lence  and  of  activity  ! 

When  drawn  up  in  the  field  of  battle,  their 
mod  common  arrangement  was  a  feledlion  from 
the  whole  army,  of  two  or  three  companies,  each 
confifiing  of  a  hundred  young  men,  who  were 
placed  in  the  front  of  the  battalions,  to  encounter 
the  firft  fhock  of  danger ;  and  in  the  rear  were  dif- 
pofed  their  waggons  and  their  baggage.  The 
women  kept  as  near  as  pofiible  to  their  hufbands, 
infpired  their  valour,  and  encouraged  their  per- 
feverance.  In  time  of  adlion  they  carried  them 
refrefhment,  reproached  the  fugitives,  and  drove 
them  back  to  the  charge,  by  their  exhortations  or 
remonftrances,  and  oftentimes  (hared  the  dangers 
of  the  combat. 

Animated  by  the  found  of  the  trumpet,  they 
encouraged  each  other  to  noble  daring,  by  re¬ 
citing  the  praifes  of  their  heroes,  or  the  martial 
deeds  of  their  ancient  worthies.  Bv  the  clafhing 
pf  their  arms,  and  the  confufed  thunder  of  their 
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helmets,  they  prepared  themfelves  for  the  conflict;  A. 
of  arms.  The  attack  was  begun  with  impetuolity  '  ' 
and  vigour  ;  and  they  fometimes  gave  way,  to 
return  with  additional  fury  to  the  charge.  The 
lofs  of  a  fhield  was  the  lofs  of  honour.  Cut  off 
from  fociety,  the  unfortunate  perfon  could  no 
longer  ahill  at  facrifices,  nor  join  in  the  alfemblies 
of  the  people  ;  and  fo  ferioufly  were  they  affeCied 
by  it,  that  death  was  preferable  to  the  difgrace. 

Courage,  and  an  enthufiaftic  love  of  liberty,  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  a  native  inftinCt  in  the  breaft  of  the 
.Franks.  They  were  fimple  in  their  manners, 
fincere  in  their  attachments,  hofpitable  to  exam¬ 
ple,  but  drunkards  to  a  fault.  Although  mild 
towards  the  humble,  and  compaflionate  to  the 
Applications  of  the  unfortunate  ;  to  their  enemies 
they  were  cruel,  vindictive,  and  implacable;  juft 
and  faithful  to  each  other ;  yet  treachery  marks 
their  character  abroad.  Their  right  was  the  law  of 
arms  ;  and  pofleffion  was  their  only  title  to  their 
ufurpations.  They  conquered  countries,  not  to 
fertilize  the  foil,  but  to  make  it  barren.  Sur¬ 
rounded  by  deferts  and  folitude,  they  rather  chofe 
to  live  in  want  themfelves,  than  that  their  ene- 
paies  fhould  be  tempted  to  invade  their  territo¬ 
ries,  on  account  of  the  cultivation  of  their 
fields.  No  people  were  ever  known  to  defend 
themfelves  better  againft  the  overwhelming  am¬ 
bition  of  the  Remans.  In  their  humble  fet- 
tlements,  and  in  the  depths  of  their  forefts,  they 
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A.  D.  vindicated  the  rights  of  man,  and  fharpened 
their  fpears  in  defence  of  that  freedom  to  which 
they  were  born ;  and  which,  for  the  fpace  of  five 
hundred  years,  amidd  conqueft  and  defeat,  they  in 
fome  meafure  preferved  in  its  native  vigour.  De¬ 
termined  to  be  free,  luxury,  with  all  its  train  of 
dangerous  voluptuoufnefs,  unmeaning  flattery,  and 
infolent  deceit,  could  not  penetrate  their  breads. 
How  mortifying  is  it  then  to  human  pride,  to  for- 
fake  the  marble  palace  and  the  flowery  (hade,  to 
behold  virtue  undifguifed  in  the  gloomy  wood, 
and  in  the  chill  morafs  ! 

They  had  neither  honours  nor  perfonal  didinc- 
tions, — thofe  names  that  take  up  found,  to  leave 
out  fenfe  :  equal  in  fituation  and  in  duty,  their 
origin  being  common  to  all,  infpired  them  with 
humility ;  and  envy  was  a  term  not  knowm  in  ap¬ 
plication,  nor  felt  in  its  confequences.  Courage 
fupplied  the  place  of  nobility ;  and  virtue  was,  in 
their  eyes,  more  valuable  than  crowns.  If  they 
were  not  aifiduous  in  cultivating  the  land,  they 
were  not  tempted  to  look  below  the  furface  for 
that  which  is  the  fource  of  indolence,  rapacity, 
and  murder  :  defpifing  therefore  the  medium  by 
which  other  nations  had  been  brought  into 
flavery,  they  knew  how  to  value  and  preferve 
their  independency. 

Such  were  the  Franks  in  their  original  date, 
as  defcribed  by  thofe  who  were  well  acquainted 
with  their  manners,  their  cudoms,  and  their  coun¬ 
try  ; 
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fry  ;  and  it  is  melancholy  to  think,  that  in  all  thofe  A.  D. 
regions  which  they  once  inhabited,  not  a  fingle 
rrace  of  thofe  ancient  virtues  is  now  to  be  found. 

Their  gloomy  and  impenetrable  forefls  may  be 
divided  into  fields  that  glow  with  cultivation ;  the 
landfcape  may  indeed  fmile,  but  the  peafant  is 
oppreffed  ;  and  while  luxury  and  wealth  know  no 
bounds  to  their  enjoyments,  the  hand  of  labour 
that  fupplies  their  delicious  fuperfluity,  may  yet 
wither  for  want ;  and  fuch  is  the  difference  that 
rank  has  made  between  the  unenjoyed  abun¬ 
dance  of  the  rich,  and  the  pinching  mifery  of  the 
poor ! 
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CHAPTER  III. 

FROM  THE  DEATH  OF  CLOVIS  TO  THE  DEATH 
OF  CLOTAIRE. 

Childebert,  Clodomir,  Clotaire,  and  Thierri,  inherit  the  do¬ 
minions  of  Clovis — The  Danes  repulfed  by  the  Franks — 
War  in  Burgundy  again!!  Sigifmund  and  Godemar — Sigif- 
mund  taken  and  put  to  death  by  Clodomir — Death  of  Clodo- 
mir — Conquel!  of  Thuringia — Amalaric  defeated  by  Chil- 
debert — Redudfion  of  Autun  and  Vienne — Theodobalde  and 
Gunthaire  affaffinated  by  Clotaire — Efcape  of  Clodoalde  to 
a  monaftery — Expedition  again!!  the  Vifigoths — Conqueft  of 
Burgundy — Death  of  Thierri — Succeeded  by  Theodobert—* 
Duplicity  of  the  Franks  to  the  Romans  and  Olirogoths—  Italy 
ravaged  by  Theodobert— His  death — Theodobalde  fucceeds 
his  father — Death  of  Theodobalde — Clotaire  acknowledged 
king  of  Aullrafia — Revolt  of  the  Saxons — Death  of  Childebert 
—Clotaire  foie  monarch — Rebellion  of  Chramnes — Death 
and  character  of  Clotaire, 

F,  that  period  which  comprifes  an  interval 
between  the  death  of  Clovis,  and  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  reign  of  Pepin,  we  fhall  meet 
with  but  little  to  fatisfy  curiofity,  or  to  gratify 
political  thinking.  The  conftant  enumeration 
of  difcord  and  treafon,  of  power  wrefted  from  the 
weak,  and  treachery  and  aflaflination  made  fub- 
fervient  to  the  vices  of  the  flrong,  are  almoft  the 
only  events  that  will  be  found  in  this  difgufting 
part  of  the  French  hiftory  ;  but  as  it  will  be  ne  - 
ceffary,  for  the  better  knowledge  of  what  may  en- 
fue,  that  we  fhould  proceed  along  the  ftrait  road 
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of  inquiry,  we  fhall  therefore  traverfe  the  difficul-  A.  D. 
ties  of  the  paths  before  us,  and,  without  fatiguing 
the  reader  with  the  horrors  of  the  journey,' endea¬ 
vour  to  clear  his  way  for  the  obfervation  of  more 
tranquil  fcenes,  and  the  enjoyment  of  more  cloud- 
lefs  profpedts. 

The  four  fons  of  Clovis  inherited  his  ex-t 
tenfive  dominions,  which  were  divided  amongft  - 
them  in  the  following  manner: — To  Clodomir 
was  affigned  the  kingdom  of  Orleans  ;  to  Childe- 
bert,  that  of  Paris ;  and  to  Clotaire,  that  of  Soiffons*. 

Thefe  three  were  the  fons  of  Clotildis.  Thierri, 
or  Theodoric,  was  a  natural  fon  of  Clovis,  and 
was  born  prior  to  his  marriage  with  Clotildis.  To 
him  was  bequeathed  the  moft  conliderable  lhare 
of  his  father’s  poffefhons.  He  was  nominated 
king  of  Auftrafia,  or  of  Eaftern  France,  in  the 
life-time  of  Clovis ;  a  country  fituated  between 
the  Rhine  and  the  Meufe,  and  the  capital  of 
which  was  Metz  in  Lorraine.  He  poffefTed 
likewife,  under  the  fame  bequeft,  many  other 
fruitful  provinces  in  France,  as  alfo  all  thofe  ter¬ 
ritories  that  belonged  to  the  Franks  in  Germany, 
which  wTere  fituated  on  th£  eaftern  fide  of  the 
Rhine.  In  the  reign  of  thefe  princes,  the  appella¬ 
tion  of  Gaul  was  changed  for  that  of  France. 

After  the  death  of  Clovis,  the  various  domi¬ 
nions  of  the  Franks  were  preferved  in  tranquil¬ 
lity,  during  the  lpace  of  feven  years,  by  the  pru¬ 
dent  adminiftration  of  Clotildis ;  when  Chochi- 
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A.  D.  liac,  the  king  of  Denmark,  arrived  with  a  nume- 
*■— 'v  '  rous  fleet  at  the  mouth  of  the  Meufe  j  and  having 
difembarked  his  defultory  and  rapacious  troops, 
laid  wafte  the  country  with  fire  and  with  fword  ; 
and  an  aclibn  having  taken  place,  in  which' Theo- 
dobert  the  fon  of  Thierri  difcovered  very  fignal 
inftances  of  conduct  and  valour,  the  enemy  were 
defeated  on  fnore ;  and  the  naval  force  which  had 
been  provided  at  fea,  was  equally  triumphant 
upon  that  element.  The  King  of  the  Danes  was 
killed ;  the  prifoners  which  had  been  captured 
51S.  were  furrendered  ;  and  the  difcemfited  army  was 
obliged  to  retire  with  precipitation  and  difmay. ' 

Upon  the  death  of  Gondebald,  the  king  of  the 
Burgundians,  who  had  murdered  Chilperic,  the 
father  of  Clotildis,  his  fons,  Sigifmund  and  Gode- 
mar,  had  fucceeded  to  his  dominions.  The  widow 
of  Clovis  entertained  a  deep  refentment  againff  the 
family  of  the  affaflin,  and  inftigated  her  fons,  who 
had  now  attained  the  age  of  manhood,  to  avenge 
his  death  upon  the  heirs  of  the  late  king. 

Sigifmund  had  early  in  life,  polluted  his  hands 
with  the  blood  of  a  fon,  whom  he  had  by  a 
daughter  of  Theocloric  the  Great :  this  c ire i un¬ 
fit  ance,  although  at  a  period  of  hiflory  when  mur¬ 
ders  were  frequent,  had  fo  confiderably  weakened 
the  affections  of  his  fubje&s,  that  he  was  not  in  a 
lituation  either  to  oppofe  the  armies,  or  contend 
with  the  difeipline  of  the  troops  of  the  fons  of 
Clovis.  The  conteft  was  unequal ;  his  forces  were 
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defeated,  and  he  was  taken  and  delivered  up,  with  A.  D 
his  queen  and  his  two  fons,  into  the  hands  of  Clo- 
domir ;  who,  as  if  the  human  mind,  ip  the  pur- 
fuit  of  novelty,  was  delighted  to  find  a  variety  in 
punifhment,  ordered  them  to  be  buried  alive  in  a 
deep  well ;  and  they  thus  underwent  the  fame  tor¬ 
ture  that  Chilperic  had  received  from  his  brother 

x 

Gondebald.  Godemar  fora  while  endeavoured  to 
maintain  the  war ;  but,  in  a  fecond  battle  that  took 
place,  his  forces  were  entirely  routed  by  the  fupe- 
‘rior  fortune  of  Clodomir  :  the  vidlory  was,  howv- 
ever,  by  thofe  unexpedted  events  which  a  man 
can  neither  forefee  nor  evitate,  of  fatal  confe- 
quence  to  the  temporary  victor,  who  having  been 
imprudently  eager  in  the  purfuit  of  his  enemies, 
was  furrounded  and  flain. 

Hermanfroy,  the  king  of  Thuringia,  having 
excited  the  refentment  of  the  fovereign  of  Metz, 
the  latter  intreated,  and  obtained  the  affiftance 
of  Clotaire.  The  two  princes  poured  at  once 
into  his  dominions  with  a  numerous  force:  in 
a  decifive  engagement,  Hermanfroy  was  defeated ; 
and  being  foon  after  flain  by  the  treachery  of 
Thierri,  his  extenfive  dominions  were  annexed 
to  the  kingdom  of  Auflrafia. 

While  the  brothers  were  thus  engaged,  Chil- 
debert  was  in  arms  againft  Amalaric,  the  king 
of  the  Vifigoths.  He  had  married  Clotildis,  and 
endeavoured  to  conftrain  her  to  renounce  the  Ca¬ 
tholic,  for  the  Arian  faith.  Ambition  can,  at  all 
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A.  D.  times,  find  an  excufe  to  juftify  opprefiion;  and 
it  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  it  fhould  fa 
often  Ihelter  itfelf  under  the  cloak  of  religion. 
To  revenge,  therefore,  the  caufe  of  his  lifter,  he 
repaired,  in  hafte,  to  Septimania,  or  that  part  of 
Gaul  which  was  held  by  the  Vifigoths.  While 
he  was  intent  upon  this  enterprize,  a  report  pre¬ 
vailed,  that  Thierri  the  king  of  Auftrafia  had  been 
flain  :  upon  this  intelligence,  he  turned  his  arms 
to  Auvergne,  a  part  of  his  brother’s  dominions, 
and  got  polTeffion  of  the  capital ;  but  the  rumour 
being  fpeedily  contradicted,  he  profecuted>  with 
rage  and  difappointment,  his  firft  intention.  Pro- 
fperity  paved  the  way  for  ufurpation :  Amalaric 
was  defeated  ;  Narbonne  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  viCtor,  with  a  confiderable  booty ;  and  the 
Gothic  monarch  himfelf  became  foon  after  a  vic- 
tim  to  domeltic  treachery.  From  this  fuccefs  he 
returned,  laden  with  fpoil,  to  the  city  of  Paris ; 
where,  uniting  his  forces  to  thofe  of  Clotaire, 
they  continued  the  Burgundian  war,  equally  fuc- 
cefsful  in  that  quarter.  Autun  was  reduced,  and 
Vienne  furrendered,  after  having  made  a  vigorous 
oppofition  to  the  power  of  their  arms. 

Clotildis,  the  widow  of  Clovis,  became  now 
earned:  in  her  fupplication  to  Childebert  to  do 
juftice  to  the  fons  of  Clodomir.  Moved  appa¬ 
rently  by  the  natural  zeal  of  her  importunities, 
he  confulted  the  King  of  SoilTons.  Thefe  princes 
formed  their  treacherous  plans,  and  defired  that 
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the  children  might  be  committed  to  their  care.  A  D. 
The  expedition  of  feeing  them  feated  upon  the  '*'****' 
throne,  confoled  the  queen  for  her  temporary  lofs ; 
but  her  confidence  was  exchanged  for  defperation, 
when  Arcadius,  who  betrayed  the  city  df  Auvergne 
into  the  hands  of  Childebert,  prefented  to  her 
choice  a  pair  of  fciflars  or  a  fword.  Aftonifhed 
at  a  meflage  of  fo  much  infolence  and  horror,  her 
refentment  overcame  her  caution,  and  fhe  inad¬ 
vertently  replied,  that  file  would  rather  behold 
them  dead  than  fee  them  monks.  Upon  re¬ 
ceiving  this  determined  anfvver,  the  inhuman 
Clotaire  firuck  Theodobalde,  who  was  then  about 
ten  years  old,  with  a  dagger  to  the  heart.  Gun- 
thaire,  who  had  attained  little  more  than  half  that 
age,  embraced,  with  innocent  tears  and  moving 
pity,  the  knees  of  Childebert  :  affedted  by  the 
timid  fupplications  of  the  infant  fufferer,  he  in- 
treated  his  brother  to  fpare  him  ;  but  the  brutal 
aflaflin  indignantly  exclaimed,  “  It  was  by  thy  in¬ 
itiation  I  entered  upon  this  fcene  of  blood  ;  give, 
therefore,  way  to  the  vengeance  of  my  arm,  or 
thou  lhalt  become  a  vidtim  to  its  fury.”  He  re¬ 
tired,  and  the  remorfelefs  villain  levelled  the  ftroke 
of  death. 

While  this  tragedy  was  adting,  the  attendants  of 
this  latter  prince  had  conveyed  away  the  perfon  of 
Clotoalde ;  which  fo  much  excited  the  refentment 
of  the  King  of  SoilTons,  who,  the  more  was  filed,  the 
more  he  thirfted  for  blood,  that  he  immediately 

F  ordered 


66 


THE  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


A.  D.  ordered  the  tutors  and  domeftics  of  his  unfortu- 
nate  nephews  to  be  put  to  death.  The  youth  how¬ 
ever  efcaped,  and  became  a  monk  :  the  fandlity 
of  his  life  and  manners,  has  left  his  name  to  the 
celebrated  village  of  St.  Cloud,  one  of  the  moft 
beautiful  retreats  in  the  vicinity  of  Paris. 

Thierri,  not  concerned  in  the  intention  or  per¬ 
petration  of  thefe  enormities,  was  induced  to  over¬ 
look  them,  in  confequence  of  a  participation  of 
the  kingdoms  of  the  deceafed.  He  was  recon¬ 
ciled  to  the  executioner,  that  he  might  become  an 
ufurper  ;  and,  entering  into  an  alliance  with  Clo- 
taire,  formed  a  plan  to  deprive  the  Oftrogoths 
and  the  Vifigoths  of  what  they  ft  ill  poffeffed  in 
Gaul. 

We  may  now  ■  entertain  fome  idea  of  thefe 
bloody  annals ;  and  may  obferve,  how  painful 
muft  be  the  talk  of  recording  atrocities  fo  de¬ 
grading  to  human  nature,  and  which  fet  the  thirft 
of  empire  in  fo  difgufting  a  point  of  view.  If 
crowns  be  fo  often  obtained  by  treachery  and 
blood  Hied,  and  he  is  dignified  with  the  appellation 
of  great,  who  is  fuccefsful  in  villainy  j  what  term 
fnall  be  then  applied  to  thofe  kings,  who,  con¬ 
tented  with  a  life  of  juftice  and  humanity,  wifh 
not  to  extend  their  dominions  by  an  infringe¬ 
ment  of  the  rights  of  others,  fatisfied  with  the 
triumph  of  reigning  in  the  confidence  and  affec¬ 
tion  of  their  people  ? 
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In  older  to  pave  the  way  to  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  their  ambitious  defigns*  Gunthier,  the 
fon  of  Clotaire,  and  Theodobert,  with  the  forces 
of  his  father  Thierri,  were  fent  into  Septimania, 
to  recover  fome  cities  which  the  Vifigoths  had 
regained  in  that  province  :  but  at  the  very  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  campaign,  Gunthier  retired 
with  his  army,  and  left  Theodobert  to  fuftain  the 
war,  without  his  alliance  and  fupport. 

At  the  time  of  this  intended  enter prifej  the  con- 
queft  of  Burgundy  was  achieved  by  the  mutual 
powers  of  Clotaire  and  Childebert.  That  king¬ 
dom,  at  an  end  as  an  independent  flate,  was  yet 
fuffered  to  retain  its  own  particular  government 
and  laws  ;  and  the  fate  of  its  late  fovereign,  Go- 
demar,  has  ecaped  the  refearches  of  the  hiftorian. 

Not  fatisfied  with  this  fplendid  acquifition,  the 
death  of  Thierri  afforded  an  extenfive  range  to 
their  afpiring  views :  they  had  flattered  themfelves, 
that,  by  intrigues  and  promifes,  they  fhould  have 
been  able  to  fupplant  the  natural  claims  of  Theo¬ 
dobert  ;  but  aware  of  their  finifter  deligns,  this 
prince,  upon  his  father’s  death,  repaired  with  cele¬ 
rity  to  Metz,  and  was  immediately  proclaimed  the 
king  of  Auftrafia.  Difappointed  in  their  expec¬ 
tations,  and  dreading  his  power,  they  not  only 
folicited  his  alliance,  but  invited  him  to  a  fhare 
in  the  divifion  of  Burgundy. 

In  Italy  the  French  Princes  beheld  a  new  field 
opened  to  their  treachery.  TJtey  entered  into  an 
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A.  D.  alliance  with  Juflinian,  who  was  endeavouring  to 
drive  the  Oftrogoths  out  of  that  country,  and  at 
539.  the  fame  time  began  a  negociation  with  Theodad, 
their  king.  Their  duplicity  was  attended  with 
unmerited  fuccefs  ;  for,  from  the  latter  they  ob¬ 
tained  Provence,  and  the  country  of  the  Grifons, 
befidcs  very  confiderable  fubfidies  from  the  Em¬ 
peror  ;  who  alfo,  upon  his  fuccefs  in  Italy,  foon 
after  confirmed  the  donation  of  Theodad,  thereby 
renouncing  all  farther  claim  to  any  dominion  in 
France.  Theodobert,  to  increafe  his  perfidy,  un¬ 
der  the  idea  of  giving  aftiftance  to  Belifarius,  the 
Imperial  general,  palled  the  Alps,  and  attacked 
both  the  Gothic,  and  the  Roman  forces.  Having 
plundered  the  country  as  far  as  Genoa,  he  repaired 
the  mountains  with  an  enormous  booty;  but,  to 
counteract  his  fuccelfes,  he  loft  an  incredible 
number  of  his  troops  by  licknefs  and  fatigue. 

Accuftomed  to  perpetual  difcord,  the  Franks 
were  not  calculated  to  tafte  the  fvveets  of  peace. 
Clotaire  made  an  irruption  into  the  territories  of 
Childebert :  this  prince  being  fupported  by  Theo¬ 
dobert,  furprifed  the  former  in  a  foreft,  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Seine.  A  terrible  ftorm  of  light¬ 
ning,  thunder,  and  rain,  having  fupervened,  Chil- 
dchert,  intimidated  by  this  dreadful  convullion  of 
the  elements,  concluded  a  peace  of  alliance  and 
friendfhip  with  his  brother. 

No  foonerwere  the  terms  adjufted,  than,  with¬ 
out  any  provocation,  they  turned  their  arms  againflb 
'  •  the 
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the  Vifigoths ;  and  palling  the  fublime  heights  of  A.  D. 
the  Pyrenean  mountains,  ravaged  the  countries  of  ^ 
Pampelona  and  Arragon,  and  penetrated  as  far 
as  SarragoiTa  ;  oppreiTed  by  the  overwhelming  in¬ 
cumbrance  of  the  fpoil  they  had  obtained,  and 
haraffed  by  the  enemies  in  their  retreat,  they  would 
have  been  intercepted  and  cut  to  pieces,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  treachery  of  a  Gothic  officer, 
who,  having  been  bribed,  left  open  a  fafe  path 
in  the  mountains  for  their  retreat.  While  the 
brothers  were  thus  employed,  Theodobert  was 
negociating  with  Juftinian,  and  with  Tottila,  who 
had  in  fome  meafure  reffored  the  affairs  of  the 
Offrogoths.  By  deceiving  both,  he  flattered  him- 
felf  that  he  might  probably  become  the  fove- 
reign  of  Italy.  In  the  midft  of  his  formidable  548. 
preparations,  the  hand  of  death  arrefted  his  pro¬ 
jects,  and  put  an  end  to  his  enterprifes  and  his 
life.  Theodobalde  fucceeded  his  father,  and  died, 
after  a  Ihort  and  inglorious  reign,  at  Compiegne. 
Upon  that  event,  Clotaire  repaired  to  Metz,  and, 
by  means  of  a  powerful  army,  had  fufficient  in¬ 
fluence  to  get  himfelf  declared  the  fucceffor  of  the 
late  kirjg.  5sS. 

The  Saxons,  who  had  been  the  tributaries  of 
the  Auffrafian  Monarch,  permitted  him  not  long 
to  enjoy  his  newly-acquired  dominions  in  peace ; 
for,  uniting  with  the  Thuringians,  they  endea¬ 
voured  to  recover  their  independency.  Clotaire, 
with  his  veteran  troops,  marched  againft  them  in 
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A.  D.  perfon,  and  obtained  a  deciftve  vidtory  :  they 
fubmitted,  and  again  revolted  ;  a  fecond  time  he 
received  their  fubmiffions  ;  but  the  army,  diffa- 
tisfied  with  his  lenity,  obliged  him  to  attack  them 
in  their  intrenchments,  when  they  made  fo  defpe- 
rate  a  refinance,  that  the  Franks  not  only  retired, 
and  granted  them  their  own  terms,  but  were 
averfe  to  any  future  attempts,  under  his  reign, 
upon  thofe  liberties  which  they  knew  fo  well  how 
to  defend. 

Childebert,  the  king  of  Paris,  jealous  of  the 
958.  growing  power  of  his  brother,  encouraged  the 
Saxons  to  a  third  revolt,  and  entering  himfelf  into. 
Champagne,  made  dreadful  ravages  in  that  coun¬ 
try  ;  but  in  the  midft  of  the  defolation  which  he 
had  occaficned,  he  was  overtaken  by  ficknefs,  and 
expired  in  the  capital  of  his  dominions. 

As  this  prince  was  neither  refpeded  for  his  abi¬ 
lities,  nor  beloved  for  his  virtues,  his  name  has 
rather  filled  than  graced  the  hiftoric  page  :  he  has. 
been  commended  as  a  lover  of  clemency,  of  piety, 
and  juftice  ;  qualities  indeed  highly  fplendid  in  a 
defcendant  of  Clovis,  had  he  in  reality  poffeffed 
them  :  But  how  much  are  they  debafed  by  his 
ambition,  treachery,  and  deceit ! 

He  had  two  daughters,  who  were  firft  impri- 
foned,  and  afterwards  banifhed  by  Clotajre  ;  and 
this  is  the  firft  inftance  of  the  operation  of  the 
Salic  law,  by  which,  as  heireftes  to  their  father, 
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they  were  fet  a  fide  from  the  polfeflion  of  his  A 
crown. 

By  the  death  of  his  brother,  Clotaire  became 
the  foie  monarch  of  the  various  dominions  of  the 
Franks.  His  fon  Chramnes,  who  had  rebelled 
againft  him,  now  found  himfelf  unable  to  contend 
with  the  fuperiority  of  his  arms  :  he  had,  there¬ 
fore,  recoufe,  not  to  the  tendernefs,  but  the  in- 
ftindl  of  his  breaft;  and  although  fufpicious  of  his 
clemency,  he  befought  and  obtained  his  pardon. 
Inflamed  by  the  fame  ambition  that  a&uated 
the  bofom  of  his  father,  he  could  ill  conceal' 
the  impatience  with  which  he  looked  forward 
to  the  hour  of  command  ;  and,  forming  new  in¬ 
trigues,  he  engaged  the  afliftance  of  Conobert, 
the  Count  of  Bretagne.  The  confederates  en¬ 
tered  the  dominions  of  Clotaire,  and  ravaged 
the  country  with  fire  and  with  fword :  incenfed 
at  their  cruel  devaluation,  the  King  of  the  Franks 
drove  them  back  into  Brittany  with  a  dreadful 
daughter  ;  and  in  a  fufequent  engagement  routed 
their  forces,  and  gave  them  a  total  overthrow. 
The  Count  himfelf  was  flain,  and  Chramnes,  with 
his  wife  and  children,  made  prifoners.  The  in¬ 
exorable  father,  forgetting  the  ties  of  confangui- 
nity  in  his  refentment,  immediately  ordered  them 
to  be  thrown  into  a  thatched  houfe,  that  was 
contiguous  to  the  field  of  battle  ;  and  as  it.  was  56 
purpofely  fet  on  fire,  the  miferable  inhabitants 
were  confumed  by  its  flames. 
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Confcience,  that  dearly  repays  by  internal  rO- 
morfe  the  atrocities  of  external  adtion,  embittered 
his  days,  and  made  him  look  in  vain  for  an  atone¬ 
ment  of  his  crimes  at  the  fhrine  of  St.  Martin  of 
Tours.  Compunction  entered  into  his  prayers,  and 
made  abortive  his  ablations.  He  loft,  never  to  be 
recovered,  his  peace  of  mind,  and  endeavoured  to 
divert  the  defpondency  of  thought,  by  political  re¬ 
gulations,  and  domeftic  arrangements.  The  wound 
that  had  been  given  to  jiis  feelings,  by  the  death 
pf  Chramnes,  proved  mortal  in  the  end ;  for,  after 
having  languifhed  out  a  wretched  exiftence  for  the 
fpace  of  twelve  months  after  that  inhuman  cataf- 
trophe,  he  was  overtaken  by  fteknefs  at  Com- 
piegne ;  and,  after  a  reign  of  fifty-one  years,  wag 
hurried,  without  a  fuffreient  time  for  repentance,  to 
the  gloomy  confines  of  the  grave.  Is  it  to  be 
wondered  at,  wften  calling  back  a  laft,  and  a  me¬ 
lancholy  look,  upon  the  enormities  of  his  life,  he 
fhould  exclaim,  at  the  moment  of  death:  <(  How 
puiflant  art  thou,  O  King  of  Heaven!  who  in 
thy  plea  fu  re  can  ft  remove  the  moft  mighty  kings 
upon  earth  l” 


In  a  reign  fo  long  and  profperous  as  that  of 
Clotairc,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  good  for¬ 
tune  or  great  abilities  confpireo  to  make  it  emi¬ 
nent.  It  would  be  unjuft  to  imagine  that  he 
derived  his  vices  from  the  blood  of  ClotUdis, 

when 
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when  his  father’s  example  was  fo  atrocious.  He  A.  D. 
^  was  refentful,  without  juftice  ;  he  waged  war,  to 
become  an  ufurper ;  and  he  was  an  aflaflin,  be- 
caufe  he  delighted  to  deftroy.  His  treachery  and 
cruelty  were  prominent  features  of  his  character; 
and  the  outrage  committed  upon  the  perfons  of 
his  nephews,  was  fuch  as  cannot  be  reflected  upon 
without  difguft,  nor  recited  without  horror. 

The  brutal  deftrudtion  of  his  own  family  clofed, 
as  it  ought,  his  power  of  vengeance,  and  gave 
him  up  to  forrow  and  remorfe;  and  if  ever  the 
jnquifitive  eye  {hall  turn  over  the  page  of  Clo¬ 
vis,  let  it  follow  the  channel  of  blood,  and  it  will 
{hut  it  with  difgufl:  upon  the  fanguinary  annals 
of  Cloture. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

FROM  THE  DEATH  OF  CIOTAIRE  TO  THE  ASSASSI¬ 
NATION  OF  SIGEBERT. 

Caribert,  Gontran,  Sigebert,  and  Chilperic,  fucceed  to  the 
dominions  of  Clotaire — The  Huns  invade  Thuringia — defeat¬ 
ed  by  Sigebert— He  marries  Brunehaut — Death  of  Caribert 
—his  territory  ihared  among  his  brothers — Chilperic  mar¬ 
ries  Gali’wintha — Ihe  is  ftrangled — Marries  Fredegonde — 
The  Huns  and  Lombards  invade  France — treaty  concluded 
with  the  former — the  latter  defeated  by  Mammol — Gontran 
and  Sigebert  wage  waragainft  each  other — Peace  concluded— 
war  again  breaks  out — Theodobertflain — Sigebert  enters  Paris 
— befieges  Chilperic  in'  Tournay — affaffinated — Charafter. 

Ur  O  N  the  demife  of  Clotaire,  his  dominions 
would  have  devolved,  according  to  the  cuftom  of 
the  Franks,  upon  his  four  fons  ;  but  Chilperic,  the 
youngeft,  being  of  an  enterprifing  and  turbulent 
mind,  immediately  feized,  and  diftributed,  with  a 
liberal  hand,  the  treafures  of  the  late  king ;  by 
which  means  he  gained  a  confiderable  party,  was 
conducted  in  triumph  to  Paris,  and  was  there  feated 
upon  the  throne.  The  forces  of  his  brothers 
foon  obliged  him  to  forego  his  ufurpation,  and 
to  confent  to  an  equitable  divihon  of  their  fa¬ 
ther’s  inheritance.  Caribert,  the  eldeft  fon,  be¬ 
came  the  fovereign  of  the  kingdom  of  Paris;  to 
Gontram  fell  the  domimions  of  Orleans  ;  to  Si¬ 
gebert  was  ailigned  that  of  Auftrafia,  and  to 
Chilperic  the  fmall  kingdom  of  Soiflons. 


This 
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This  difunion  of  royalty  and  power,  infpired'  A.  D. 
with  hopes  the  tributary  nations  which  were 
fettled  on  the  borders  of  Germanic  France,  and 
who  looked  forward  with  impatience  for  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  recover  their  former  independency : 
but  the  firffc  who  took  up  arms  were  the  Abares,  a 
fierce  and  a  valiant  people,  cornpofed  of  the  fcat- 
tered  remains  of  thofe  Huns  who  had  been  co- 
lonifed  by  Juftinian  upon  the  banks  of  the  Da¬ 
nube.  They  penetrated  into  Thuringia,  and  rea¬ 
dily  obtained  the  afliftance  of  the  inhabitants  of 
that  country,  who  had  long  bent,  with  indigna¬ 
tion,  under  the  galling  yoke  of  the  Franks. 

Sigebert,  a  gallant  and  an  active  prince,  af- 
fembled,  without  lofs  of  time,  a  powerful  army ; 
and  inftead  of  waiting,  with  deliberate  courage, 
for  the  defultory  inroads  of  thefe  daring  invaders, 
he  anticipated  their  march,  and  attacked  them  in 
the  very  province  in  which  they  began  their  depra- 
dations.  His  meafures  were  taken  with  fo  much 
prudence,  and  conducted  with  fo  much  intrepi¬ 
dity,  that,  young  as  he  was  in  the  art  of  war,  their 
fuperior  fize,  and  ferocious  appearance,  were  of 
little  avail  againft  the  orderly  and  perfevering  dis¬ 
cipline  of  his  troops :  he  attacked  the  Barbarians 
with  refolution  and  fuccefs  ;  they  were  defeated, 
compelled  to  repafs  the  Elbe,  and  fue  for  peace. 
Difdaining  to  licenfe  flaughter,  he  accepted  their 
fummiflion,  and  confirmed  the  humble  propor¬ 
tions  of  the  vanquifhed. 


While 
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D.  While  he  was  conducting  himfelf  with  rmgna- 
nimity,  and  acquiring  glory  in  Thuringia,  Chil- 
peric  had  invaded  his  dominions,  and  had  pof- 
feffed  himfelf  of  Rheims,  and  of  fome  other  con- 
jiderable  places  in  that  vicinity  :  fo  foon  there¬ 
fore  as  his  treaty  with  the* Huns  was  accomplifh- 
ed;  he  repaired  the  Rhine,  inverted  Soirtons,  the 
capital  of  Chilperic’s  dominions,  and  feized  upon 
the  perfon  of  his  eldeft  fon,  Theodobert.  He  af¬ 
terwards  defeated  the  king  himfelf  in  battle,  and 
not  only  recovered  all  the  places  of  which  he  had 
been  difpoffeffed  by  his  treachery,  but  likewife 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  principal  part  of  his 
dominions. 

The  two  elder  brothers  interpofed,  and  offered 
their  mediation :  and  Sigebert  gave  another  in- 
ffance  of  his  moderation  and  greatnefs  of  mind, 
in  concluding  a  peace,  in  renouncing  his  con- 
quefts,  and  in  rertoring  to  Theodobert  his  li¬ 
berty  :  he  did  more ;  he  loaded  him  with  prefents, 
but  at  the  fame  time  exacted  an  oath,  that  he 
would  not  again  bear  arms  againft  him :  and  thus, 
by  the  lingular  virtue  of  one  man,  was  the  empire 
of  the  Franks  rertored  to  tranquillity. 

He  now  advifed  with  his  council  upon  the  fub- 
jedt  of  his  marriage  ;  and,  in  confequence,  nego¬ 
tiated  an  alliance  with  Brunehaut,  the  daughter 
of  Athanagildus,  the  fovereign  of  the  Viligoths. 
This  princefs  having  been  yielded  to  his  withes. 
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was  ufhered  into  France,  w  ith  treafures  corre-  A 
ipondent  to  the  wealth  of  her  father,  and  fuch  as 
were  worthy  of  the  confort  of  the  King  of  the 
Franks.  The  beauty  of  her  perfon,  her  affable 
and  engaging  manners,  and  her  immediate  renun¬ 
ciation  of  the  errors  of  Arianifm,  rendered  her 
the  delight  of  the  people,  little  aware  of  the 
miferies  which  her  future  condud  was  to  bring 
upon  that  kingdom. 

Caribert  having  made  a  journey  to  Saintonge, 
a  diftrid  which  he  obtained  by  partition,  died  at  J 
the  caftle  of  Blaize  upon  the  Garonne,  at  the  age 
of  forty-nine  years,  and  in  the  ninth  of  his  reign. 
Some  hiftorians  allow  him  the  praife  of  modera¬ 
tion,  piety,  and  juftice.  He  was  certainly  a  very 
diffolute  prince,  and  equally  fenfual  with  almoft 
all  the  defendants  of  Clovis ;  but  his  enmity  to¬ 
wards  the  ecclefiaftics,  and  his  ufurpation  of 
their  domains,  excited  the  refentment  of  the  or¬ 
der,  and  induced  them  to  thunder  the  mod  dread¬ 
ful  anathemas  againft  his  name  and  character. 

His  dominions  were  divided  between  his  fur- 
viving  brothers,  but  in  a  manner  mod  ftrange 
and  unaccountable.  It  was  mutually  agreed  upon, 
that  the  city  of  Paris  fhould  not  be  the  inde¬ 
pendent  poffeflion  of  either,  but  fhould  equally 
belong  to  all;  and  they  required  three  of  the  mod 
pious  and  diftinguifhed  prelates  in  France  to  de¬ 
nounce  their  fpiritual  menaces  againft  him  who 

fhould 
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A-  D.  ftiould  prefume  to  enter  into  it  without  the  know~ 
*~~v***/  ledge  and  confent  of  the  other  parties. 

The  firft  dawnings  of  the  reign  of  Chilperic 
were  prognoftic  of  injuftice  and  cruelty ;  and  the 
envy  which  he  bore  to  Sigebert,  his  brother,  was 
apparent  in  his  life  and  addons.  Jealous  of  the 
dignity  of  his  character,  and  the  fplendor  of  his 
attainments,  he  confidered  how  much  he  loft  by 
the  comparifon  in  the  public  eftimation,  and  vainly 
flattered  himfelf,  that  he  could  elevate  himfelf 
to  his  ftandard  by  an  honourable  and  an  ad¬ 
vantageous  alliance.  He  therefore  demanded  and 
"  obtained  from  the  Spanifh  Court  the  Princefs 
Galfwintha,  the  eldeft  After  of  Brunehaut ;  but 
previoufly  to  his  nuptials,  -which  he  had  fome 
difficulty  to  negociate,  he  found,  it  neceflary  to 
part  with  his  miftrefs  Fredegonde,  a  woman 
who  had  long  maintained  an  entire  afcendency 
over  his  mind.  She  was  as  crafty  as  Ihe  was 
vicious*  as  accommodating  as  Ihe  was  proud; 
and  could  flatter  or  betray,  as  either  could  tend 
to  the  fuccefs  of  her  politics,  or  to  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  her  revenge. 

His  fubjedts  had  flattered  themfelves  that  the 
amiable  manners,  and  the  virmous  example  of 
the  queen,  would  have  effected  fome  falutary  refor¬ 
mation  in  his  general  condudt  ;  and  that  in  fu-  ' 
ture  he  might  become  more  acceptable  to  his 
people,  and  more  worthy  of  the  ftation  to  which 
he  had  been  raifed.  Beftdes  the  perfonal  advan¬ 
tages 
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tages  which  ihe  fo  eminently  pofiefled,  {he  had  A 
likewife  brought  with  her  an  immenfe  treafure ' 
from  her  native  country.  This  had  for  a  time 
arrefted  the  refpedt,  but  could  not  command  the 
affedtions  of  her  hufband.  The  power  that  Fre- 
degondc  had  relinquilhed,  fne  imperceptibly  re¬ 
fumed;  and  appearing  again  at  the  court  of  Soif- 
fons,  the  unfortunate  Galfwintha  became  a  vic¬ 
tim  to  the  treachery  of  a  weak  king,  and  to  the 
ambition  of  a  remorfelefs  woman  ; — {he  was  found 
ftrangled  in  her  bed  :  and  Chilperic,  however  he 
might  affedt  to  bewail  her  death,  was  yet  fufpedl- 
ed,  from  his  immediate  union  with  Fredegonde,  to 
be  the  real  inftigator  of  the  crime. 

The  remonftrances  and  intreaties  of  Brunehaut 
induced  Sigebert  and  the  King  of  Burgundy  to  take 
up  arms,  to  revenge  her  {liter's  fate ;  and  the  inhu¬ 
man  King  of  Soiffons,  as  the  price  of  his  guilt,  was 
obliged  to  deliver  up  the  countries  of  the  Bourde- 
lois,  Limofin,  Quercey,  Bearne,  and  Bigorre,  which 
he  had  beftowed  upon  his  queen,  as  a  nuptial  dower. 
How  much,  even  in  a  barbarous  age,  may  die  paf- 
lions  of  the  mind  be  foftened  by  intereft  1  how 
fuddenly  may  it  inflame  the  tempeft,  and  again 
how-  fuddenly  reftore  the  calm  ! 

In  the  fucceeding  year,  the  treaty  between 
Sigebert  and  the  Huns  was  broken  by  this  rel¬ 
iefs  people :  upon  their  irruption  into  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Thuringia,  he  colledted  his  forces,  and 

prepared 
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A » prepared  himfelf  to  oppofe  their  incurfions  ; 
but  the  frightful  afpedt  of  thefe  Barbarians  made 
fo  terrible  an  impreflion  upon  the  minds  of  his 
troops,  that  they  fled  with  precipitation  before 
the  enemy  ;  and  being  prefled  together  in  a  nar¬ 
row  pafs,  they  were  furrounded  on  every  fide  by  the 
extremities  of  danger.  Without  the  poflibility  of 
extricating  himfelf,  the  Auftrafian  Monarch  had 
recourfe  to  that  policy  which  feldom  fails  to  have 
effedt  in  the  moft  defperate  contentions  of  life ; 
he  opened,  through  the  engines  of  corruption,  the 
road  to  fafety  ;  and  having  gained  the  good  will  of 
the  King  of  the  Abaresby  his  manners  and  addrefs, 
he  entered  with  him  into  terms  of  amity  and  peace. 
Embarrafled  in  their  retreat,  the  generous  Sigebert 
not  only  fuffered  them  to  continue  their  route  un- 
molefted,  but  furnilhed  them  with  cattle  and  other 
neceflaries,  with  which  they  were  unprovided. 

While  he  was  thus  engaged  with  the  Huns,  the 
Lombards  made  an  inroad  into  the  dominions  of 
the  King  of  Burgundy.  This  nation,  of  Gothic 
extradt,  had  been  invited  into  Italy  by  Narfes,  the 
exarch  of  Ravenna ;  and  a  few  years  before  had 
made  an  entire  conquefl:  of  that  country.  In  three 
fucceeding  incurfions  they  were  defeated,  with 
a  body  of  Saxons,  their  auxiliaries,  by  the  ar¬ 
mies  of  Gontran.  Scarcely  difcmbarrafled  of  this 
enemy,  he  was  attacked  by  Sigebert.  The  ci¬ 
tizens  of  Arles  opened  their  gates  to  his  gene¬ 
rals  :  but,  upon  the  approach  of  the  Burgundian 
,  army. 
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army,  they  repelled  them  with  equal,  or  more  fa- 
cility.  The  King  of  Auftrafia  having  failed  in  this 
enterprife,  with  the  Iofs  of  his  bed:  troops,  was 
conltrained  to  enter  into  terms  ofacccommodation 
with  his  brother,  who  reftored  to  him  Avignon, 
which  Celfus  had  feized  in  his  way  to  Arles* 

This  calm  was  but  of  fhort  duration ;  for,  the 
next  year,  Chilperic  having  prevailed  upon  Gon- 
trail  to  join  him,  fell  upon  Champagne,  and  de-» 
folated  that  country  with  fire  and  with  fword* 
Theodobert,  the  fon  of  Chilperic,  unmindful  of 
his  former  obligations  to  the  King  of  Auftrafia, 
entered  with  his  army  into  the  province  of  Poi- 
tou.  Determined  to  punifh  the  man  whom  pro- 
mifes  could  not  bind,  Sigebert  aflembled  his 
troops  from  beyond  the  Rhine,  penetrated  with¬ 
out  refiftance  as  far  as  the  borders  of  the  Seine, 
and  entered  with  triumph  the  city  of  Paris ;  at 
the  fame  time  directing  Gontran-Bofon,  and  Go- 
degifeles,  to  oppofe  Theodobert.  This  young 
prince,  abandoned  by  the  greater  part  of  his  ar¬ 
my,  and  after  having  made  a  valiant  defence,  was 
defeated,  furrounded,  and  flain.  The  death  of 
his  fon,  with  the  recent  union  of  his  brothers,  was 
an  additional  fubjedt  of  mortification  and  diftrefs 
to  the  King  of  Soiffons  :  he  alfo  found  that  his 
fubjedts,  fo  far  from  feeling  for  his  misfortunes, 
betrayed  evident  marks  of  fatisfadlion  at  the  dis¬ 
appointment  of  his  hopes.  With  fcarcely  a  pof- 
fiWlity  of  faving  himfelf  from  deftruddion,  he  haf- 
Voi..  I,  G  v  tencd 
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tened  with  his  family  and  treafures  to  Tournay, 

/  57-.  determined  there  to  defend  himfelf  to  the  laft  ex¬ 

tremity. 

The  fuccefs  of  Sigebert  invited  Brunehaut  and 
her  children  to  Paris,  where,  animated  by  her  for¬ 
mer  refentments,  fhe  encouraged  him  to  invert 
Chilperic  in  his  laft  place  of  refuge. 

It  was  in  vain  the  Bifhop  of  St.  Germain’s,  and 
other  prelates  of  high  rank,  endeavoured,  by  holy 
exhortations,  and  fcriptural  references,  to  diffuade 
him  from  profecuting  his  intentions  :  the  remon- 
rtrances  of  the  church  were  lefs  powerful  than 
the  vengeance  of  his  queen. 

In  this  defperate  lituation,  the  King  of  Soift- 
fons  ftill  found  a  refource  in  the  active  mind  of 
Fredegonde,  Unaccurtomed  to  fcan  the  juftice  of 
the  caufe,  or  to  feel  remorfe  for  the  atrocity  of  her 
crimes,  two  villains,  whom  fhe  had  hired  for  the 
murderous  purpofe,  accofted  Sigebert,  under  the 
pretence  of  accommodation  ;  but  their  errand 
befpoke  the  inftructrefs,  and  his  blood  empur¬ 
pled  the  daggers  of  the  affailants.  His  guards, 
before  they  had  time  to  retreat,  cut  the  regicides  to 
pieces  ;  a  poor  atonement  for  the  lofs  of  the  moft 
accomplifhed  and  the  moft  amiable  king,  France 
had  hitherto  beheld,  who  thus  fell,  in  the  height  of 
his  profperi-ty,  in  the  forty-fourth  year  of  his  age, 
and  towards  the  clofe  of  the  fourteenth  of  his 
reign. 


It 


THE  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  83 

It  is  with  complacency  and  delight  that  we  a.  D. 
can  difcover  in  thefe  barbarous  times  a  clear 
page  to  record  the  virtues  of  Sigebert,  to  whom 
concurring  hiftorians  allow  the  praife  of  a  Con¬ 
queror  without  cruelty,  a  king  without  tyranny, 
and  a  man  without  vices,  or  fuch  as  may  be  ra-  . 
ther  called  defeCts  which  are  common  to  our  na¬ 
ture,  and  which  are  fet  as  the  intervening  marks 
between  a  mortal  and  a  fuperior  ftation. 

His  firft  initiation  of  arms  was  prognoftic  of 
his  future  glory  ;  and  the  good  qualities  that  began 
to  open  at  the  commencement  of  his  life,  were 
feen  to  expand  in  his  progrefs  through  it.  The 
moderation  which  he  obferved  when  fuccefsful, 
and  the  magnanimity  he  difplayed  to  a  vanquifhed 
enemy,  incline  us  to  think,  that,  had  his  life  been 
fpared  until  the  reduction  of  Tournay,  his  con¬ 
duct  to  Chilperic  would  have  equalled  his  wonted 
forbearance. 

The  wifdom  of  his  youth  was  fcarcely  furpaffed 
by  the  experience  of  age,  and  his  manners  and 
deportment  were  fo  conformable  to  fenfe  and  rea- 
fon,  that'  they  became  the  rule  of  right,  and  the 
imitation  of  his  fubjeCts.  Generous,  merciful, 
and  good,  he  encouraged  thefe  propenfities  in 
others  ;  and  as  he  made  the  contentment  and  the 
welfare  of  his  people,  the  bafis  upon  which  he 
founded  his  happinefs,  they  paid  him,  in  advance, 
the  willing  homage  of  duty  and  obedience. 

G  2  From 
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A.  d.  From  the  blood  of  Clovis  he  might  have  de- 
rived  his  courage,  but  from  fome  other  fource  muft 
have  fprung  his  moderation :  his  humanity  was 
his  own,  and  it  proceeded  from  a  heart  whofe 
fources  of  equity  were  not  to  be  corrupted  ;  but 
which,  enriching  as  they  flowed,  gave  more  than 
they  received.  His  character,  an  uncommon  in- 
ftance  in  thofe  days,  was  untainted  by  the  re¬ 
proaches  of  ufurpation,  and  his  hands  were  un¬ 
polluted  by  the  marks  of  blood.  In  Ihort,  he 
was  a  prince,  whofe  virtues  would  have  reflected 
honour  upon  a  more  enlightened  age,  and  would 
have  added  luftre  to  the  molt  brilliant  annals. 


CHAPTER  V. 

FROM  T Hi  DEATH  OF  SIGEBERT,  TO  THE  DEATH 
OF  DAGOBERT. 

Childebert  declared  king  of  A  u  draft  a — Brunehaut  married  to  . 
Meroveus— Both  feized  by  Chilperic,  who  repels  Godin— Me- 
roveus  and  Clovis  affaffinated— Death  and  charafter  of  Chil- 
peric — Gontran  becomes  the  protestor  of  Clotaire  the  Second 
— Confpiracy  by  Didier— Gondebaud—  Death  of  Gontran— 
Succeeded  by  Childebert,  who  is  defeated  by  Clotaire — The 
Varncs  extirpated  by  Childeben— His  death— Succeeded  by 
Theodobert  and  'Thierri — Defeat  and  death  of  Theodobert 
* — Death  of  Thisrri — Death  of  Brunehaut — Clotaire  foie  mo¬ 
narch 
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rmrcli — Revolt  of  the  Saxons — Death  of  Clotaire — Succeeded  A.  D. 
by  Dagobert — Sclavonians  repulfed  by  the  Auftrafians— 

Revolt  of  the  Gafcons — Death  of  Dagobert — His  character.  575* 


■^JPON  the  death  of  Sigebert,  his  armies  imme¬ 
diately  raifed  the  liege  of  Tournay,  and  re¬ 
tired  with  expedition  into  the  kingdom  of  Aultra- 
fia.  Chilperic,  at  the  inftigation  of  Fredegonde, 
difpatched  a  body  of  troops,  to  feize  upon  the 
perfons  of  his  widow  and  children,  and  to  polfefs 
themfelves  of  the  treafures  depofited  in  Paris  : 
but  his  principal  and  intended  vidtim  efcaped 
his  vigilance ;  Childeber^,  the  fon  of  the  late 
king,  was  fiived  by  the  fidelity  of  Gondebaud. 
He  was  conveyed  away  in  fafety  to  Metz,  where 
he  was  received  by  the  nobility,  and  joyfully  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  king  of  Auftrafia.  As  for  Bru- 
nehaut,  her  daughters  were  taken  from  her,  and 
Ihe  was  confined  to  the  city  of  Rouen, 

This  profperous  turn  of  affairs  was  not  without 
alloy :  Meroveus,  his  fon,  whom  he  had  ordered 
to  proceed  to  Poitou,  and  to  polfefs  himfelf  of  that 
province,  inftead  of  obeying  his  father’s  com¬ 
mands,  repaired  to  Rouen,  where,  fmitten  by  the 
ftill  powerful  charms  of  the  widow  of  Sigebert,  he 
obtained  her  willing  concurrence,  and  prevailed 
upon  the  venerable  Pretextatus,  the  bilhop  of  the 
diocefe,  to  join  their  hands,  and  to  unite  them  in, 
the  Hate  of  w  edlock. 
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A.  D.  Fredegonde,  irritated,  beyond  her  former  vehe- 
mence,  at  this  unexpected  event,  exerted  her  well- 
known  influence  over  the  king,  and  prevailed  upon 
him  to  proceed  immediately  to  Rouen.  Aware 
of  his  danger,  and  unable  to  oppofe  the  vengeance 
of  Chilperic,  Meroveus,  with  his  bride,  took  re¬ 
fuge  in  the  church  of  St.  Martin :  but  betrayed 
by  their  fears,  and  deluded  by  promifes,  they  de¬ 
livered  themfelves  into  the  hands  of  the  king,  who 
treated  them  for  a  time  with  kindnefs  and  affec¬ 
tion,  which  they  flattered  themfelves  was  a  token 
of  forgivenefs,  and  a  fanCtfon  of  their  efpoufals  : 
but  in  the  rnidft  of  this  apparent  reconciliation, 
he  ordered  his  fon  to  accompany  him  to  Soif- 
fons,  and  Brunehaut  to  return  wTith  her  children 
577.  to  Metz.  Unable  to  contend  with  his  fuperior 
fortune,  fine  nourifhed  in  fecret  the  feeds  of  that 
enmity,  which,  burfting  forth  foori  after,  over¬ 
whelmed  the  dominions  of  France,  for  fo  many 
years,  with  daughter  and  defolation.  Every  mea- 
-fure  that  could  be  dictated  by  open  violence,  or 
that  could  be  defigned  by  treachery  and  intrigue, 
were  put  in  practice ;  and  the  fword  and  the  dag¬ 
ger  were  daily  drawn,  and  drenched  in  blood.  In 
vain  did  the  fubjeCt  look  for  fafety  and  tranquil¬ 
lity  ;  the  hours  of  confidence  were  interrupted  by 
the  affaflin,  and  the  innocent  was  not  exempted 
from  the  guilty,  in  the  ftroke  of  death.  The 
private  diftreffes  of  individuals  were  overlooked, 

and 
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and  public  characters  were  marked  out  for  re-  A 
venge.  ’ 

Godin,  one  of  the  generals  of  the  Auftrafians, 
was  fent  by  Brunehaut  to  invert  the  city  of  Soif- 
fons,  in  which  (he  knew  Fredegonde  then  was. 
Chilperic,  having  collected  a  powerful  army,  com¬ 
pelled  him  to  abandon  the  liege ;  but  Gontran, 
efpouling  the  caufe  of  his  nephew,  fent  a  powerful 
force,  commanded  by  Mummol,  who  defeated 
the  army  of  the  King  of  Soiffons,  with  the  lofs 
of  five-and-twenty  thoufand  men.  Enraged  at 
this  defeat,  Chilperic  ordered  Meroveus  to  be 
Ihaved,  and  fent  to  the  monartery  of  Aunifle. 
He  found  means  to  regain  his  liberty ;  and,  after 
a  variety  of  efcapes  and  adventures,  he  was  at 
length  betrayed  and  put  to  death,  by  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Fredegonde.  Clovis  being  now  the  only 
remaining  fon  of  Chilperic  by  his  firft  wife,  An- 
douera,  and  the  only  obrtacle  to  the  advancement 
of  her  own  children  to  the  throne,  he  was  under 
a  flight  pretence  imprifoned,  and  foon  after  fell  a 
facrifice  to  her  infatiable  ambition,  at  Noify,  upon 
the  river  Marne. 

The  intervening  circumftances  between  this  pe¬ 
riod,  and  the  death  of  the  King  of  SoilTons,  are 
too  tedious  to  amufe,  and  too  little  intererting  to 
bear  recital :  the  narration  of  them  would  only 
mark  the  character  of  the  times,  and  occalion 
horror  and  difguft.  After  three  or  four  years  of 

G  4  civil 
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A,  P»  civil  difcord  between  the  brothers,  Chilperic  wag 
alTaulted  one  evening,  upon  his  return  from  hunt- 
*  ’  ting,  and  fell  under  the  ftrokes  of  alfaflins.  Fre- 
degonde  was  fufpeded  to  be  the  caufe  of  his  un¬ 
timely  end  ;  but  the  lilence  of  the  early  writers 
upon  this  fubjed,  leads  us  to  imagine,  that  among 
all  her  crimes,  numerous  as  they  were,  this  par¬ 
ticular  one  remains  to  be  proved. 


At  the  commencement  of  his  reign,  Chilperic 
gave  flrong  marks  of  that  enterp riling  and  turbu¬ 
lent  ambition  which  accompanied  his  progrefs 
through  life,  and  which  was  only  fubdued  by  his 
death.  If  we  contrail;  his  character  with  that  of 
Sigebert,  he  is  loft  in  the  comparifon  :  the  latter 
was  open,  valiant,  and  forgiving;  the  former, 
timid,  fullen,  and  vindidive :  the  one  was  actuated 
only  by  the  fentiments  of  honour  and  of  virtue  ; 
the  other,  weak,  and  unprincipled,  fuffered  him- 
felf  to  be  governed  by  an  ambitious  and  an  artful 
woman,  who  was  deftitute  of  both. 

He  was  called  the  Nero  and  the  Herod  of  the 
times  ;  appellations  juftly  applied  to  his  rapacious 
government,  and  the  inhuman  deftrudion  of  his 
family  and  children. 

Affeding  to  be  a  legifiator  in  civil,  as  well  as 
a.  faint  in  fpiritual  affairs,  he  endeavoured  to  filence 
controverfy  by  his  eloquence,  and  to  reconcile, 
by  an.  edid  of  his  own  didation,  the  difputes  be¬ 
tween 
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tween  the  Arians  and  thofe  who  defended  the 
fuperiority  of  the  Catholic  faith. 

He  wrote  profe,  and  he  attempted  poetry;  but 
they  were  neither  read,  nor  quoted ;  and  if  it  be 
confidered,  that  the  literary  talents  of  kings,  how¬ 
ever  indifferent,  are  generally  commended,  it  is 
natural  to  fuppofe,  from  their  total  negledl,  that 
they  merited  their  fate. 

His  life  is  too  often  glanced  over  by  hiftorians, 
without  a  fufficient  difplay  of  his  reign,  and  of 
his  crimes.  If  there  be  not  virtues  to  record,  it 
is  equally  their  duty  to  arraign  thofe  vices,  that 
have  had  a  tendency  to  degrade  the  dignity  of  hu¬ 
man  nature,  and  to  fully  the  private  chara&er  of 
the  man. 


A.  D. 


Upon  the  death  of  Chilperic,  Fredegonde  found 

herfelf,  with  her  infant  fon  Clotaire,  in  a  fituation 

* 

that  ill  accorded  with  her  imperious  and  haughty 
fpirit.  Deferted  by  thofe  whom,  as  the  minif- 
ters  of  her  ambition,  (lie  had  raifed  to  favour,  and 
infulted  by  thofe  whom  file  had  injured  and  op- 
prelfed,  fhe  had  no  refource  but  in  the  friendfhip 
and  afliftance  of  Gontran  ;  fhe  earneftly  conjured 
him  to  be  the  protestor  of  his  nephew,  and  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  him,  by  her  fupplications,  to  repair 
to  Paris. 

According  to  the  policy  of  the  times,  the  Auf- 
trafian  Monarch,  taking  advantage  of  the  late  event, 

flattered 
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A.  D.  flattered  himfelf,  that,  by  his  appearance  in  the 
capital,  he  fliould  fliare  a  portion  of  the  domi¬ 
nions  of  the  deceafed  ;  but  the  King  of  Burgundy 
directed  that  the  gates  fliould  be  fliut  againfl:  him» 
and  treated  with  infult  the  ambafladors,  who  de¬ 
manded,  in  the  name  of  their  fovere  gn,  a  rati¬ 
fication  of  the  agreement  by  which  the  fon  of 
Sigebert  had  an  equal  authority  in  that  city,  and 
required  that  Fredegonde  fliould  be  delivered  up, 
to  atone  for  the  enormities  fhe  had  committed. 
Gontranavowed  himfelf  theguardianof  the  perfon, 
and  of  the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Soilfons ;  and, 
by  this  Heady  and  equitable  mode  of  proceeding, 
he  difappointed  the  afpiring  views  of  Childebert, 
and,  during  the  remainder  of  his  reign,  preferved 
an  equal  balance  between  the  contending  queens  ; 
for  Brunehaut  had  now  a  confiderable  influence 
in  the  councils  of  her  fon. 

The  regular  government  of  the  King  of  Bur¬ 
gundy  checked  the  progrefs  of  that  encroaching 
influence,  which,  even  fo  early,  began  to  be  af- 
fumed  by  the  principal  minifters,  at  their  refpedtive 
courts.  To  regain  their  importance,  Didier,  Mum- 
mol,  and  Bofon,  the  three  mod  powerful,  con- 
fpired  to  raife  to  the  regal  dignity  Gondebaud, 
then  refiding  at  Conftantinople,  and  a  reputed  fon 
of  Clotaire  the  Firft.  Brunehaut,  to  perplex  the 
Burgundian  monarch,  perfuaded  her  fon  to  efpoufe 
the  caufe  of  the  ufurper  ;  but  Gontran  having  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  him,  by  his  remonftrances,  to  repair 
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to  the  court  of  Orleans,  and  highly  pleafed  at  his  A 
dependence  upon  his  honour,  prefented  him  to  ^ 
the  people  as  his  fucceflor,  reftored  to  him  thofe 
places  which  had  been  taken  from  him,  and 
bade  him  beware  of  the  traitors  who  furrounded 
his  perfon,  and  had  fo  ill  advifed  him.  After 
this  admonition,  the  two  princes  parted  in  perfedt 
amity  and  peace. 

As  for  Gondebaud,  the  pageant  of  royalty,  he 
did  not  live  to  enjoy  the  mockeries  of  a  throne: 
he  was  betrayed  by  Mu  mmol,  and  murdered  by 
Bofon ;  the  former  of  whom  fell  a  vidfim  to  the 
treachery  of  his  confederates  ;  his  army  was  de¬ 
livered  up  to  Gontran ;  the  chief  confpirators 
were  deftroyed,  and  a  conclunon  put  to  this  for¬ 
midable  revolt. 

Gontran  having  regulated  fome  domeftic  con¬ 
cerns  in  the  kingdom  of  SoiiTons,  turned  his  arms 
to  the  aliiftance  of  Childebert,  then  employed 
againft  the  Vifigoths  in  Spain.  This  war,  in 
which  the  Franks  were  wholly  unfuccefsful,  was 
obftinately  profecuted  for  many  years,  to  revenge 
the  caufe  of  Ingonde,  the  filler  of  the  Sovereign 
of  Metz,  and  who  had  alfo  entered  into  an  alli¬ 
ance  with  the  Emperor  Maurice,  againft  the  Lom¬ 
bards,  imitating  in  his  condudl  the  duplicity  of 
his  predeceffors,  receiving  fubfidies  from  both 
princes. 

During  the  four  laft  years  of  the  life  of  Gon¬ 
tran,  France  enjoyed  an  interval  of  tranquillity. 

This 
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A.  D.  This  prince,  who  died  in  his  flxtieth  year,  and 
593>  in  the  thirty-fecond  of  his  reign,  is  reprefented 
as  a  peaceable,  pious,  but  a  timid  and  incon- 
ftant  monarch.  Affedting  to  defpife  grandeur,  he 
was  above  all  things  attached  to  power  ;  he  chaf- 
tifed  with  rigour  fmall  delinquencies,  yet  was  fear¬ 
ful  to  punifh  flagitious  crimes  :  he  was,  in  fhort, 
a  mixture  of  contending  paflions  ;  and  was  neither 
confpicuous  for  his  virtues,  nor  remarkable  for 
his  crimes. 

His  extenfive  dominions  defcended  to  his  ne¬ 
phew,  the  fovereign  of  Auftrana.  The  youthful 
kings,  now  unchecked  by  the  authority  of  their 
late  uncle,  and  inftigated  by  the  inveteracies  of 
Fredegonde  and  Brunehaut,  did  not  long  preferve 
their  dominions  in  peace.  In  the  fame  year  Chil— 
debert  invaded  the  kingdom  of  SoifTons :  he  was 
engaged  and  defeated,  with  a  prodigious  daughter 
of  his  troops,  by  Fredegonde,  at  Tourcy,  on  the 
river  Delette.  Elated  by  her  fuccefs,  fhe  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  the  Bretons  and  Varnes  to  make  an 
irruption  into  the  Auflraflan  territories.  Againffc 
the  former  he  did  not  obtain  any  advantage;  but 
more  fortunate  in  his  conteft  with  the  latter,  a 
people  who  polfelfed  the  country  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Leyden,  he  entirely  extirpated  them ; 
but  this  vidtory  was  doomed  to  be  his  laft  dis¬ 
play  of  arms ;  he  died  foon  afterwards,  in  the 
twenty-fixth  year  of  his  age,  having  fwayed  the 
fceptre  twenty-one.  Theodobert,  his  eldeft  fon» 
fucceeded  him  in  the  kingdom  of  Auflrafia ;  and 

Thierri, 
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Thierri,  his  youngeft,  in  that  of  Burgundy ;  under  A 
the  regency  of  Brunehaut,  who  exercifed  an  equal 
influence  over  both  the  courts. 

Upon  the  death  of  Childebert,  Fredegonde, 
ever  ready  to  take  advantage  of  any  event  that 
could  perplex  or  make  abortive  the  intrigues  of 
her  rival,  feized  upon  the  city  of  Paris,  and  upon, 
fome  other  places  of  importance,  that  were  fltu- 
ated  upon  the  borders  of  the  Seine.  Having  af- 
fembled  a  powerful  army,  fhe  obtained  a  fignal 
victory  over  the  Auftrafians,  who  were  fent  to 
oppofe  her.  In  the  height  of  her  profperity  fhe  ^ 
was  fuddenly  arrefted  by  the  hand  of  death,  after 
a  life  of  atrocities  difgraceful  to  human  nature ; 
and  in  which,  for  nearly  the  fpace  of  thirty  years, 
fhe  had  governed  with  abfolute  power,  the  various 
dominions  of  her  hufband  and  her  fon. 

Brunehaut  acquired  ftrength  by  this  unexpected 
event,  and  her  will,  however  unbounded,  became 
law  in  the  court  of  Metz  :  but,  from  her  abufe  of 
power,  her  influence  declined ;  and  a  woman  of 
inadequate  birth,  whom  Theodobert  had  raifed  to 
to  his  bed  and  throne,  by  her  contrivance  and 
confent,  became  now  the  inftrument  of  her  dis¬ 
grace.  The  young  queen  united  with  the  nobles 
againft  her,  and  gained  fo  much  upon  the  ear 
of  the  king,  as  to  prevail  upon  him  to  confent  to 
her  banifhment.  She  retired  to  the  King  of  Bur¬ 
gundy,  and  betrayed,  as  yet,  no  refentment  for 
the  difgrace^lhe  had  fuffered ;  but  prevailed  upon 
■'  ■  Thierri 
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A.  D.  Thierri  to  attempt  a  recovery  of  Paris,  and  of 
^^^thofe  other  pofieflions  which  had  been  wrefted 
from  their  dominions  by  Fredegonde;  at  the  fame 
time  obtaining  the  affiftance  and  alliance  of  Re¬ 
cared,  the  king  of  the  Vifigoths.  Theodobert, 
gratified  with  this  preceding,  offered  to  join  his 
brother  in  his  projected  invafion  of  the  territories 
of  the  King  of  Soilfons. 

Clotaire  the  Second,  not  much  their  fuperiof 
in  years,  met  his  youthful  competitors  in  their 
own  dominions.  The  conflict  was  arduous,  im¬ 
petuous,  and  bloody ;  but  the  exertions  of  the 
former  funk  beneath  the  better  fortune  of  his 
aflailants ;  and  his  army  was  routed,  and  almoffc 
entirely  deftroyed.  He  retired  to  Melun  :  from 
600.  thence  he  fought  a  refuge  in  the  forefi:  of  Bretone, 
near  the  Seine  ;  and  was  at  laft  conftrained  to  re- 
fign  a  confiderable  portion  of  his  dominions,  to 
preferve  in  peace  a  fmall  portion  of  the  whole. 

The  fucceeding  years  are  not  marked  by  any 
events  to  interefl  the  feelings  of  the  reader,  or 
to  arrefi:  the  pen  of  the  hiftorian  :  continual  wars, 
and  alternate  fuccefs,  among  the  princes,  and  the 
vices  and  intrigues  of  Brunehaut,  make  up  the 
fanguinary  record  :  we  {hall  therefore  pafs  over  the 
intervening  circumfiances,  until  the  brothers  met 
612-  upon  the  plains  of  Tolbiac.  In  this  battle  Theo-* 
dobert  was  taken  prifoner,  and  carried  to  Co¬ 
logne,  where,  after  having  fuffered  every  perfo- 
nal  mark  of  inhumanity  and  infult  Ijom  Thierri, 

he 
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he  was  diverted  of  his  regal  diftinCtions,  and  fent,  A.  D. 
thus  degraded,  to  Brunehaut,  at  Chalons :  his  '~~*m** 
two  fons  were  put  to  death  ;  and  the  unfortunate 
King  of  Auftrafia  was  fhaved,  and  fhortly  after¬ 
wards  conrtgned  to  the  fame  fate.  The  King  of 
Burgundy  furvived  but  a  fhort  period  thefe  inhu¬ 
man  affaflinations  ;  for,  in  an  intended  invafion  of 
the  dominions  of  Clotaire,  he  contra&ed  a  difor- 
der  which  carried  him  off,  in  the  twenty-fixth 
year  of  his  age,  and  in  the  feventeenth  of  his 
reign.  613. 

Sigebert,  the  eldeft  of  his  four  fons,  was  de¬ 
clared  his  fucceffor;  and  Brunehaut,  who  had 
been  fufpedted  of  poifoning  the  late  king,  now 
flattered  herfelf  that  Ihe  fhould  be  able  to  govern, 
with  her  accuftomed  fway,  the  tw7o  kingdoms  of 
Burgundy  and  Auftrafia ;  but  Clotaire,  who  had 
a  numerous  party  in  thofe  countries,  and  a  power¬ 
ful  army  in  the  field,  encouraged  the  flattering 
idea  that  he  fhould  foon  unite  in  his  own  perfon 
the  whole  monarchy  of  the  Franks.  The  univer- 
fal  deteftation  in  which  Brunehaut  was  held,  and 
the  difcovery  of  fecret  plans  which  file  had  formed 
againft  Gamier,  the  mayor  of  Auftrafia,  haftened 
her  deftrudlion.  She  was  betrayed  into  the  hands 
of  the  King  of  Soiffons,  together  with  the  four 
fons  of  Thierri.  Sigebert  and  Corbon  were  put 
to  death.  What  became  of  Childebert,  is  not 
known.  Meroveus  having  fome  claim  upon  the 
affecftion  of  the  king,  as  he  had  been  his  fponfor  in 
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A.  D.  baptifm,  was  permitted  to  pafs  the  remainder  of 
his  days  in  privacy  and  peace ;  but  as  the  vin¬ 
dictive  Ipirit  of  his  mother  towards  the  unfortunate 
queen,  feemed  to  devolve  to  him,  he  condemned 
her  to  be  expofed  for  three  days,  in  the  camp, 
to  the  reproaches  of  the  nobility,  and  to  the  in- 
fults  of  the  populace.  She  was  afterwards  tied 
to  a  horfe,  that  was  taken  up  wild  from  the  fo- 
reft,  and  which  put  an  end,  at  once,  to  her  exift- 
ence  and  her  crimes. 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  vices  and  the 
enormities  of  her  life,  the  barbarous  feverity  of  her 
fate  makes  fome  atonement  for  their  commiffion ; 
nor  can  we  help  recurring,  in  meafuring  her  de¬ 
linquencies,  to  the  natural  death  of  Fredegonde, 
her  rival  in  wickednefs,  but  who  had  the  good  for¬ 
tune  to  efcape  the  rigours  of  punifhment. 

Clotaire  the  Second,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three 
'  years,  became  the  foie  poiTelfor  of  the  various  do¬ 
minions  Of  France ;  and  not  having  any  external 
enemies  to  dread,  nor  any  internal  confpiracies  to 
fhake  the  firmnefs  of  his  throne,  he  turned  his 
thoughts  to  the  regulation  of  the  ftate,  and  to  the 
amendment  and  execution  of  the  laws.  He  con¬ 
voked  the  bifhops  of  the  different  diocefes  of  his 
kingdom,  who  eftablifhed  proper  canons  for  the 
difcipline  and  government  of  the  church.  He 
fecured,  by  his  edidts,  the  properties  of  thofe  who 
had  been  defpoiled  of  their  erfedts  by  the  rapacity 
and  injuftice  of  Thierri  and  Brunehaut ;  and  he 
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the  territories  of  Aquitaine,  deftroyed  the  country, 
plundered  and  burnt  the  cities ;  nor  could  Eudes 
oppofe  to  their  devaluations  any  force,  but  a  flying 
camp,  being  utterly  incapable  of  encountering 
their  numbers  in  the  field. 

Well  aware  of  the  dangers  with  which  all 
France  was  threatened  by  the  fuccefs  of  thefe 
invaders,  the  Duke  of  Auftrafia  aflembled  a  well- 
difciplined  army  of  his  beft  French  and  German 
troops,  and  came  in  fight  of  the  Saracens  between 
the  cities  of  Poitiers  and  of  Tours.  Six  days  were 
palled  in  defultory  conteft,  without  the  leaft  ad¬ 
vantage  gained  by  either  fide ;  when,  on  the  fe- 
Venth,  as  if  alhamed  of  this  ignominious  flate 
of  inactivity,  the  fon  of  Pepin  commenced  the 
attack,  with  a  fervor  and  intrepidity  correfpOnd- 
ent  to  the  magnitude  of  the  caufe.  For  a  while 
the  Moorilh  power  fuccefsfuily  oppofed  their 
valiant  afiailants.  Victory  was  long  fufpended  ; 
nor  did  either  army  paufe  from  conflict,  until 
Eudes,  falling  upon  the  camp  of  the  enemy, 
deftroyed  the  tents,  put  to  death  their  women 
and  children,  and,  by  calling  off  their  attention 
from  the  field  of  bartle,  gave  a  decided  turn  to 
the  fortune  of  the  day.  The  rout  became  general, 
the  flaughter  indifcriminate,  and  the  body  of 
Abderhamen  was  found  among  the  flain.  The 
lofs  fuftained  by  the  Saracens  has  been  magnified 
to  the  enormous  amount  of  375,000  men,  with 
the  amazing  difproportion  of  only  icco  of  the 
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A.  D.  French.  However  exaggerated  this  account  may 
be,  this  celebrated  battle  Was  conclulive.  The 
Moors,  taking  advantage  of  the  lhadows  of  the 
night,  dared  not  abide  the  approach  of  morning ; 
but  quitting  their  remaining  tents,  with  the  moft 
confiderable  part  of  their  baggage,  retired  with 
precipitation  into  Septimania,  now  Languedoc. 
The  enfuing  day,  the  victorious  army,  perceiving 
no  veftiges  of  the  difcomfited,  fatisfied  with  their 
fuccefs,  or  arrelted  by  the  immenfe  quantity  of 
booty  which  they  found,  judged  it  more  expedient 
to  reap  the  fruits  of  their  victory,  than  to  follow 
an  enemy  from  whom  there  was  not  any  thing 
more  to  gain.  This  glorious  event  confirmed  the 
•  welfare  of  Chriftianity ;  and  Charles  was  deftined, 
the  next  year,  to  receive  an  acquifition  of  glory, 
in  a  fecoad  irruption  of  the  Saracens,  whom  he 
defeated  in  the  above-mentioned  province,  and 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  city  of  Avignon. 

Upon  the  death  of  Eudes,  he  repaired  with 
celerity  to  Aquitaine ;  and,  affuming  the  rights 
of  the  late  Sovereign,  beftowed  his  territories 
upon  Hunalde,  the  eldefl  fon  of  that  Prince,  re- 
ferving  to  himfelf  the  abfolute  claims  of  homage 
and  obedience,  independently  of  the  rights  of 
Thierri,  who  died  much  about  this  time,  having 
held  the  title  of  King  feventeen  years ;  nor  did 
he  think  it  neceffary  to  name  a  fuccellor  to  the 
crown,  as  his  own  power  was  fufficiently  efta- 
blifhed  without  the  introduction  of  a  phantom, 

who 
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who  might  occupy  fpace  without  being  effential  to  A 
the  duties  of  adion.  Popon,  the  Duke  of  the 
Frizons,  the  laft  who  poffeffed  that  title,  he  flew 
in  an  engagement  that  followed  a  little  after 
his  late  fucceffes ;  and  he  himfelf  nominated,  in 
future,  the  governors  of  that  province. 


While  Charles  was  bufily  employed  in  extend¬ 
ing  his  power,  the  chief  officers  of  the  kingdom 
of  Burgundy  excited  a  revolt :  he  flew  to  the  fcene 
of  commotion;  allayed  the  tumults  at  Lyons,  and 
reftored  peace  to  Dauphiny ;  he  fettled  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Provence,  and  recovered  Arles  and 
Marfeilles  :  from  thence  his  attention  was  called 
off  by  the  Saxons,  whom  he  fo  thoroughly  hum¬ 
bled,  that  they  were  not  in  a  condition,  for  many 
years  afterwards,  to  difturb  the  tranquillity  of 
France.  But,  as  he  was  himfelf  an  ufurper,  he 
found  it  no  eafy  matter  to  prevent  the  different 
governors  from  affuming  an  equal  degree  of  power 
in  the  above  provinces ;  for  three  years  they  kept 
him  continually  employed;  nor  were  the  Saracens 
difinclined  to  encourage  the  fpirit  of  revolt.  Mou- 
rontes,  who  commanded  in  Marfeilles,  delivered 
up  to  them,  as  a  barrier  to  oppofe  his  power,  the 
city  of  Avignon,  of  which  they  did  not,  however, 
long  retain  the  poffeffion;  it  furrendered,  after 
a  vigorous  fiege,  to  the  Duke  of  Auitrafia :  a 
part  of  the  town  was  burnt ;  and  a  confiderable 
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A.  D.  number  of  the  unbelievers  were  put  to  the  edge 
of  the  fwofd.  The  next  year  he  again  repulfed 
the  Saracens,  drove  them  back  to  Narbonne,  and 
to  the  few  other  places  of  fafety  they  polfelTed  on 
this  fide  the  Pyrenean  mountains ;  and  fent  a 
confiderable  fuccour  to  the  Spaniards,  who  were 
ftruggling,  with  fome  effedt,  to  re-eftablifh  their 
ancient  government. 

In  Italy,  Luitprand,  taking  advantage  of  the 
confufion  that  had  prevailed  on  account  of  the 
edidt  of  the  Emperor  Leo  Ifauricus,  refpedting 
the  worihip  of  images,  had  fallen  upon  the  domi¬ 
nions  of  the  church.  This  latter  Prince,  having 
been  reproached  by  the  Saracens  for  his  adoration 
of  figures  of  ftone  and  wrood,  had  given  orders 
that  they  fhould  be  indifcriminately  deftroyed 
throughout  his  dominions,  extending  thofe  com¬ 
mands  to  the  territories  which  the  fuccefiors  of 
St.  Peter  began  to  confider  as  their  own.  The 
two  Gregorys,  the  Second,  and  the  Third,  had 
violently  oppofed  this  meafure ;  but  the  Papal 
Power  had  been  again  reconciled  to  the  Imperial 
Court;  when  thefe  hoftile  intentions  of  the  King 
of  Lombardy  induced  the  fovereign  Pontiff  to 
addrefs,  with  great  humility,  a  letter  of  fuppli- 
cation  to  the  only  Power  whofe  influence  or  arms 
he  could  flatter  himfelf  were  able  to  arreft  the 
progrefs  of  his  enemy.  Sending  the  keys  of  the 
tomb  of  St.  Peter,  he  offered  to  proclaim  Charles 
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Conful  of  Rome,  and  to  renounce  his  allegiance  A- 
to  the  Greek  Emperor;  but  the  Duke  of  Auftrafia,  ^ 
harafied  and  fatigued  by  a  life  of  continual  adtion> 
and  finding  his  health,  in  confequence  of  his 
exertions,  very  fenfibly  decline,  had  receded  from 
the  buftle  of  politics,  to  the  tranquillity  of  leifure, 
and  the  charms  of  peace.  While  folacing  him- 
felf  with  a  rational  retirement  at  his  palace  of 
Verberie  upon  the  river  Oife,  he  fell  into  a 
languor  of  body  and  indolence  of  mind,  which 
nature  and  art  were  unable  to  overcome.  Three 
fucceflive  embaflies  front  the  Papal  Chair  were 
ineffe&ual  to  roufe  his  wonted  a&ivity ;  but, 
confcious  of  his  approaching  end,  having  lived 
like  a  hero,  he  was  willing  to  die  like  a  philo- 
fopher  and  a  Chrifcian.  He  liftened  with  com¬ 
placency,  indeed,  to  the  laft  fupplication  of  the 
Pope ;  but  while  this  weighty  matter  was  in  agi¬ 
tation,  the  Emperor,  the  fovereign  Pontiff,  and 
the  illufmous  Charles  himfelf,  difcharged,  and, 
within  a  few  months  of  each  other,  the  common, 
but  the  awful  debt  of  nature.  The  latter,  affu- 
ming  the  rights  of  a  fovereign  Prince  juft  before 
his  death,  fummoned  the  chief  Nobility,  and, 
with  their  confent,  divided  his  dominions  among 
his  fons.  By  his  two  wives,  Rotrude  and  Sonne- 
childe,  he  left  Carloman,  Pepin,  and  Gripon, 
with  feveral  illegitimate  children.  To  the  firft 
he  afligned  Auftrafia,  with  his  German  territories ; 
to  the  fecond,  Burgundy,  Neuftria,  and  Provence; 
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and  to  the  third,  a  very  fmall  portion  of  inherit 
tance:  breathing  his  laft  on  the  20th  of  October, 
at  Crecy  upon  the  Oife,  three  leagues  from  Noyon, 
in  the  fifty-fecond  year  of  his  age,  and  in  the 
twenty-fifth  of  his  adminiftration. 


The  fuperior  talents,  and  the  military  endow¬ 
ments  of  Charles,  although  they  derived  advantage 
from  the  fplendid  example  of  his  father,  are  juftly 
entitled  to  praife,  and  deferving  the  gratitude 
of  pofterity.  He  faved  France  from  the  over¬ 
whelming  and  fanatic  power  of  the  Saracens ;  and, 
by  fo  doing,  checked  the  progrefs  of  a  religion 
which  threatened,  in  its  courfe  of  rapid  fuccefs,  to 
fubjugate  all  Europe ;  and  yet  we  find  the  legen¬ 
dary  pages  of  the  Monks  teeming  with  refentment 
againft  the  defender  of  his  country,  and  full  of 
execration  againft  the  faviour  of  Chiftendom. 
He  applied,  indeed,  the  fpiritual  concerns  of  the 
church  to  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom ;  circum- 
ftanced  as  he  was,  it  feemed  unavoidable :  they 
have  not  however  fcrupled  to  denounce  againft 
him  their  moft  bitter  anathemas,  and  to  enroll 
his  name  upon  the  lift  of  the  damned. 

Undaunted  alike  in  adverfity  as  in  the  field, 
and  imitating  the  virtues  of  his  father,  he  be¬ 
came  himfelf  an  object  of  imitation.  Moderate 
and  humane,  amidft  the  triumphs  of  arms,  he 
never  forgot  the  duties  of  the  man.  Succefsful 
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almoft  beyond  example,  he  was  neither  inflated  A* 
by  victory,  nor,  although  at  the  head  of  an  ex- 
tenflve  empire,  intoxicated  by  power.  He  af- 
fumed  no  other  title,  during  the  fplendid  career 
of  his  life,  than  that  of  the  Mayor  of  the  Palace ; 
but  permitted  foreign  Princes  to  ftyle  him  Viceroy, 
and  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  kingdom ;  and  by 
fome  hiftorians  he  is  called  Duke,  and  King  of 
France,  and  alfo  Conful,  and  Patrician. 

His  activity  of  body,  and  celerity  of  motion, 
were  inconceivable :  fatigue  and  diftance  wrere 
oppofed  in  vain  to  check  theprogrefs  of  his  arms. 
His  furname  of  Martel,  or  the  Hammer ,  was 
probably  beftowed  upon  him  after  his  death,  on 
acount  of  the  heavy  hand  which  he  laid  upon  the 
revenues  of  the  church ;  it  has  been  alfo  afierted 
that  he  derived  it  from  the  weight  of  his  blows 
in  his  perfonal  and  fuccefsful  conflict  with  the 
Saracens  :  to  whatever  it  may  have  been  owing, 
it  has  given  him  a  diftinctive  appellation  in  the 
annals  of  his  country. 


CHAP- 
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! CHAPTER  VII. 

FROM  THE  DEATH  OF  CHARLES  TO  THE  DEATH 

OF  PEPIN. 

Gripon  befieged  in  Laon  by  Carloman  and  Pepin — taken 
prifoner — Pepin  reflcres  Childeric  to  the  thrones  of  Neuftria 
and  Burgundy — Carloman  and  Pepin  defeat  the  Dukes  of 
Bavaria,  of  the  Saxons,  and  of  the  Alemanni-— Repulfe 
Hunalde,  the  Duke  of  Aquitaine — Who  refigns  his  domi¬ 
nions  to  his  fon  Vaifar — Carloman  retires  to  a  Benediftine 
Abbey  on  Mount  Caffino-^Refleftions — Pepin  liberates  Gri-r 
pon  from  confinement — Defeat  of  the  Duke  of  Saxony — 
Gripon  feizes  upon  Bavaria — Pepin  reftores  Bavaria  to 
Tafiilon — Childeric  depofed,  and  Pepin  elevated  to  the  throne. 
— Exiinftion  of  the  Merovingian  Princes. 


Short  was  the  duration  of  that  calm  in  which 
the  extenlive  dominions  of  France  were  left  by 
the  victorious  Martel.  Gripon,  difguded  at  the 
unjufi  partiality  of  his  father,  early  endeavoured 
to  difturb  the  government  affigned  his  brothers ; 
or  rather,  what  is  by  far  more  probable,  and 
which  we  are  led  to  believe,  was  obliged  to 
defend  the  fmall  portion  of  inheritance  which 
was  allotted  him,  and  which  they  were  unwilling 
that  he  fhould  enjoy.  Affifted  by  his  mother, 
Sonnechild,  he  retired  to  the  city  of  Laon,  in 
the  Ifle  of  France,  and  fuftained  with  fortitude 
a  vigorous  fiege  from  the  united  arms  of  the 
fons  of  Rotrude.  His  oppolition  was  not  equal 
to  his  hopes;  he  was  obliged  to  furrender  himfelf 
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to  his  opponents :  his  mother  was  difmiffed  to  a . 
a  convent,  and  he  became  a  prifoner  at  Chateau-  ^ 
neuf,  in  the  foreft  of  Ardennes. 

The  clofe  union  and  fraternal  harmony  that 
fubfifted  between  Carloman  and  Pepin  was  pro¬ 
ductive  of  the  belt  effects,  not  with  ftanding  the 
late  attempt  to  fhake  their  influence,  and  the 
precarious  title  by  which  they  held  their  power. 
They  till  found  themfelves  able  to  oppofe,  and 
to  fupprefs  the  combinations  of  the  Alemanni, 
the  Bavarians,  and  the  Gafcons,  who  revolted 
upon  the  death  of  Charles;  yet,  the  better  to 
conciliate  the  good-will  of  the  people,  Avho  ftill 
looked  back  with  reverence  to  the  line  of  Clovis, 
and  to  check  the  turbulence  of  the  Nobles,  Pepin 
thought  it  neceffary  to  reftore  to  Childeric,  of 
the  royal  line'  and  the  fuppofed  fon  of  Thierri  of 
Chelles,  the  nominal  title  of  King  of  Neuftria 
and  Burgundy.  Carloman,  in  whatever  light  he 
might  have  viewed  this  condudl,  found  himfelf 
fo  perfectly  eftablifhed  in  the  affections  of  the 
Auftrafians,  and  confidering  that  kingdom  to  be 
his  feparate  and  hereditary  right,  that  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  govern  it  as  its  lawful  fovereign ;  nor 
was  it  long  before  both  his  brother  and  himfelf 
were  roufed  to  vindicate  and  prefer  ve  the  power 
and  dominions  bequeathed  them  by  their  invin¬ 
cible  father,  the  late  Martel. 

The  enterprifing  Sonnechilde  had  found  means, 
notwithftanding  her  confinement,  to  effect  a  mar¬ 
riage 
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A.  D.  riage  between  Odilon,  the  Duke  of  Bavaria,  and 
Hiltrude,  a  lifter  of  Pepin;  and  had  prevailed 
upon  him  to  take  up  arms  in  her  favour.  Theo- 
doric  the  Duke  of  the  Saxons,  and  Theodobald, 
the  Sovereign  of  the  Alemanni,  alarmed,  from 
motives  of  fafety,  at  the  growing  power  of  the 
fons  of  Charles,  readily  entered  into  an  alliance ; 
and,  having  aflembled  a  formidable  army,  en¬ 
camped  upon  a  ftrong  and  advantageous  poll, 
with  the  river  Lech  in  their  front,  the  better 
to  protecft  and  fecure  their  entrenchments ;  in¬ 
tending  by  delay  to  harafs,  and,  by  avoiding  an 
engagement,  to  impel  the  enemy  to  an  unequal 
attack,  or  to  break  the  ftrength  and  fpirit  of  their 
forces. 

Confcious  of  the  neceflity  of  a  vigorous  cam¬ 
paign,  the  brothers  aflembled  the  whole  power  of 
the  Franks,  and  fpeedily  repaired  to  the  enemy's 
country  :  fifteen  days  they  remained  within  fight 
of  the  confederates,  without  attempting  to  pafs  the 
river;  but,  irritated  at  length  beyond  forbearance 
by  the  taunts  and  reproaches  of  their  opponents, 
they  feized  a  favourable  moment  to  pafs  the 
ftream,  favoured  by  the  darknefs  of  the  night, 
and  unexpectedly  appearing  at  dawn  of  day  before 
the  camp  of  the  allies,  began  a  fudden  and  furious 
attack  upon  their  entrenchments.  The  Bavarians 
alone,  for  a  while,  withftood  the  power  of  their 
arms;  but,  conftrained  at  length  to  yield  to  fupe- 
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lior  valour,  they  were  put  to  flight,  leaving  their  A 
baggage,  with  a  confiderable  number  of  their  ^ 
men,  to  the  mercy  of  the  vigors.  The  con¬ 
querors  remained  in  the  province  for  feveral 
months,  to  gather  the  fruits  of  their  fuccefs : 
and  having  fpread  defolation  over  the  territories 
of  the  enemies,  the  three  Dukes  gladly  embraced, 
by  a  promife  of  future  allegiance  and  fidelity,  the 
proffered  peace. 

The  following  year  Carloman  and  Pepin  turned 
their  arms  againft  Hunalde,  the  Duke  of  Aqui¬ 
taine,  who,  during  their  expedition  into  Germany, 
had  pafled  the  Loire,  penetrated  as  far  as  Chartres, 
inflicting  the  moft  unfeeling  cruelties  upon  the  in¬ 
habitants,  and  confuming  with  fire  a  part  of  that 
city,  with  its  magnificent  cathedral,  marking, 
in  his  courfe,  the  hand  of  the  Barbarian,  in  the 
wanton  deftruCtion  of  the  works  of  art:  but  fo 
completely  were  thefe  aCts  of  hoftility  retaliated 
upon  the  deftroyer,  that  the  defeated  Sovereign, 
in  pity  to  his  unfortunate  fubjeCts,  was  obliged 
to  fubmit  to  any  terms  the  victors  thought  proper 
to  impofe.  In  this  ftate  of  abjeCt  humiliation, 
and  difappointed  in  the  hopes  his  ambition  had 
formed,  he  refigned  his  dominions,  which  he 
could  not  protedl,  to  Vaifar  his  fon,  and  retired, 
mortified  and  difgraced,  to  lament  the  futility  of 
empire,  and  to  feek  for  confolation,  if  it  were  there 
to  be  found,  in  the  filent  tranquillity  of  a  cloifter, 
in  thofe  days  the  retreat  of  a  bigot,  and  but 
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A.  D.  feldom  the  reward  of  confcious  piety  and  internal 
worth. 

744.  Having  fo  fuccefsfully  reftored  peace  on  the 
fide  of  Aquitaine ;  and  having  fecured,  in  various 
expeditions  into  Germany,  the  quiet  of  that 
country  ;  Carloman  determined  to  refign  the 
fword  of  warfare,  to  forget  the  world  and  its  allure¬ 
ments,  and  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  his  days  in 
devotion  and  obfcurity.  It  would  be  in  vain  to 
inquire  into  his  motives,  or  to  account  for  a  re- 
folution  fo  unexpected  and  extraordinary.  Whe¬ 
ther  or  no  it  was  a  circumftance  of  joy  or  regret 
to  Pepin,  it  can  be  but  of  little  confequence  to 
enquire;  it  is  Sufficient  that  the  fact  be  ascer¬ 
tained,  and  that  he  left  open  to  his  brother  that 
career  of  glory,  which  he  was  fatisfied  himfelf 
to  forego.  He  fixed  his  fpiritual  refidence  in  a 
Benedictine  Abbey,  upon  Mount  Cafiino  in  Italy, 
where  he  dedicated  the  remainder  of  his  days  to 
religious  folitude,  without  affeCting  the  fuper- 
iiitious  aufterity  of  the  Afcetics,  who  mortified 
the  body  without  fubduing  the  paffions  of  the 
mind. 

A  life  fo  brilliant  in  public,  let  not  the  Severity 
of  reafon  difapprove,  nor  condemn  a  prince  w'ho 
leaves  the  world  while  he  has  the  tender  attach¬ 
ments  of  the  father  to  endear  him  to  it.  Strange 
as  it  is,  it  does  not  appear  that  he  left  his  two 
fons  any  particular  eftablifhments,  or  that  he 
even  made  any  fiipulation  with  Pepin  for  their 
future  Support :  it  is  natural,  however,  to  fuppofe 
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that  he  did  not  renounce  the  world,  difgufted  with  A.  D. 
its  cares,  to  fubjedl  thofe  to  miferies  who  were' 
about  go  enter  upon  it. 

A  prince  of  a  liberal  turn  of  mind  has  more 
opportunity  to  extend  the  fphere  of  his  benevolence 
in  the  walks  of  a  public  life,  than  he  can  pollibly 
find  within  the  limited  precindts  of  a  cloifter; 
yet  may  retirement  give  rife  to,  and  help  to  fofter, 
particular  virtues  which  would  remain  unnoticed 
amidffc  the  din  of  arms,  and  might  be  loft  for  want 
of  fufficient  leifure  to  bring  them  forth.  From 
filence  and  tranquillity  the  moft  valuable  leffons 
have  been  produced ;  leffons  that  have  helped* 
by  proving  the  horrors  of  war,  and  the  follies 
of  ambition,  to  eftablifh  happinefs  through  the 
medium  of  peace.  When  a  monaftery  becomes 
the  confolation  of  piety,  or  the  refuge  of  age; 
the  man  who  is  thus  apparently  loft  to  the 
world,  may  yet  afford  fomething  from  a  well- 
turned  mind  that  may  be  of  future  importance 
to  focial  life ;  and  the  time  may  yet  come,  when 
it  will  be  found  that  the  hand  of  reformation 
has  preffed  .too  heavily  upon  thofe  fanbtuaries  of 
declining  mortality,  in  which  the  weakly  might 
have  received  fupport — the  wretched,  comfort — = 
and  the  Chriftian,  hope. 

By  the  feceffion  of  Carloman  from  the  cares 
of  empire,  and  the  precarious  continuation  of 
human  grandeur,  Pepin  was  left  to  wield  the 
fceptre,  and  to  proted:  the  throne.  To  make 

appparent 


126 


THE  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE 


A.  D.  apparent  the  regret  with  which  he  had  looked 
upon  the  abdication  of  his  brother,  he  releafed 
Gripon  from  his  confinement,  affigned  him  ex- 
tenfive  domains  with  an  ample  revenue,  and 
treated  him  with  diftinguifhed  marks  of  con¬ 
fidence  and  favour :  but  the  bonds  of  gratitude, 
and  the  inftin&ive  ties  of  nature,  held  but  a 
feeble  influence  over  his  turbulent  and  ambitious 
mind ;  for,  while  the  prudent  fucceflbr  of  Charles 
was  bufily  employed  in  the  fettlement  of  the 
internal  government  of  the  kingdom,  no  way 
difcouraged  by  his  former  misfortunes,  he  incited 
Theodoric,  the  Duke  of  Saxony,  to  revolt,  whofe 
troops,  unfuccefsful  in  his  enterprife,  were  de¬ 
feated  :  he  was  a  third  time  made  a  prifoner, 
and  his  perfonal  fate  from  thence  has  been  buried 
in  filence.  The  inftigator  of  tnefe  troubles,  invited 
into  Bavaria,  as  to  a  place  of  refuge  from  the  re- 
fentment  of  his  brother,  added  treachery  to  in¬ 
gratitude,  by  feizing  upon  the  government  of 
that  kingdom,  and  pofieffing  himfelf  of  the  per- 
fons  of  his  filler,  with  her  infant  fon  Taflilon;  a 
meafure  to  which  he  was  encouraged  by  the  recent 
death  of  Odilon,  the  Duke  of  that  country. 

More  exafperated  at  his  faithlefs  condudl,  than 
provoked  by  the  frequent  confpiracies  formed 
againft  himfelf,  the  offended  Pepin  marched 
into  Bavaria  with  a  powerful  army,  rellored  to 
Tal^lon  his  wrefted  dominions,  and,  with  a  mo¬ 
deration  that  was  charadlerillic  of  his  government, 
forebore  even  reproaches  fo  well  merited,  and 
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Conferred  upon  Gripon  the  title  of  Duke,  in-  a.  D. 
veiling  him,  at  the  fame  time,  with  a  very  con- 
fiderable  fovereignty.  7+7’ 

There  was  now  but  little  more  wanting  to 
eftablifh  this  illuftrious  character  upon  the  throne 
of  France,  than  the  ceremony  of  confecration  ;  a 
pre-eminence  of  ftation  which  his  politics,  his 
prudence,  and  his  virtues,  gave  him  fome  claim 
to  poflefs.  His  power  was  extenlive :  his  ene¬ 
mies  had  been  humbled  by  his  valour,  his 
friends  made  grateful  by  his  liberality  ;  the 
clergy  were  reconciled  by  his  munificence ;  and 
the  nobles  were  moftly  indebted  to  his  family 
for  their  exaltation.  In  the  vigour  of  life,  and 
the  polfelfion  of  all  that  could  contribute  to 
either  its  cbmforts  or  its  fplendor,  there  ftill 
remained  a  wifh  to  gratify ;  and  as  his  arm  had 
fo  fuccefsfully  weilded  the  fword,  it  was  now 
doomed  that  his  temples  Ihould  be  encircled  with 
that  crown  the  fplendor  of  which  he  had  fo 
confpicuoufiy  found  the  means  to  brighten.  The 
coronet  which  had  prelfed  the  forehead  of  the 
Duke,  was  now  made  to  refign  its  place  for  the 
diadem  of  the  King.  However  trifling  might 
be  the  obftacles  towards  his  elevation,  yet  he 
found  it  necelfary  to  filence  the  fcruples  of  his 
confcience,  by  a  recourfe  to  the  fpiritual  authority, 
and  to  the  paternal  approbation  of  the  Pope.  He 
inquired  of  Zachary,  “  whether  a  nation  might 
not  venture  to  elevate  a  Minifier  to  the  throne, 
whom  they  might  deem  capable  to  fultain  its 
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A-  D.  cares,  reflect  a  luftre  upon  its  government,  and 
748.  wh°  be  the  means  to  render  the  people' 

happy,  although  fuch  an  innovation  fhould  in¬ 
fringe  upon  the  rights  of  a  race  of  Princes  who 
had  not  been  more  diftinguifhed  for  their  inca¬ 
pacity,  than  ftigmatized  for  the  variety,  and 
.enormity  of  their  crimes.” 

It  may  here  be  alked,  why  thofe  Monarchs  were 
incapable,  or  why  they  deferved  the  degrading 
appellation  of  fluggards  ?  Cut  off  from  every 
perfonal  influence,  and  from  every  political  ad¬ 
vantage  that  education  could  give,  or  fociety 
improve,-  at  one  time,  labouring  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  bold  and  vindictive  women ;  at  another,, 
obfcured  by  the  overfhadowing  authority  of  their 
fubjects;  is  it  to  wondered  at,  if,  from  a  want  of 
example  and  opportunity,  the  feafons  were  fuf- 
fered  to  pafs  by  unexplored,  and  that  they  were 
contented  to  wrear  the  crown  without  being  em- 
barraffed  by  its  cares  ?  If  thofe  only  were  to  enjoy 
it,  who,  from  conduct  and  virtue,  are  entitled  to 
pre-eminence,  how  many  thrones  would  be  without 
a  poffeffor,  and  how  few  fubjeCls  would  be  found 
worthy  to  fill  them !  Since  the  time  of  Pepin 
we  have  feldom  feen  a  Sovereign  fo  capable,  or 
fo  worthy  of  royalty ;  yet  his  difmiflion  of  the 
rightful  heirs  was  neither  ftriCtly  confonant  to 
morality,  nor  to  juftice  :  but  policy  regards  not 
the  firfi:  as  an  obftacle  to  its  views ;  and  the  am¬ 
bitious  do  not  always  confider  the  necelfity  of 
the  lafh 

It 


THE  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE,  I29 

It  was  not  difficult  to  divine  what  would  be  a.  D, 
the  replication  of  the  Holy  Father,  who,  doubt-  '"^T' 
lefsly,  forefavv,  in  the  protection  of  the  future 
King  of  France,  the  many  advantages  that  would 
refult  to  the  Papal  Chair :  a  favourable  anfwer 
might  conciliate  his  friendffiip  and  fupport,  and 
a  barrier  be  thus  formed  againft  the  power  of  the 
Lombards,  and  the  authority  and  intrigues  of  the 
Imperial  Court. 

The  Pope  decided  without  helitation  againft 
the  defcendant  of  the  fluggard  Kings  :  an  af- 
fembly  was  convened  at  Soiffons  ;  and  Pepin 
was  anointed  by  the  hands  of  Boniface,  Bifhop 
of  Mentz,  the  celebrated  Apoftle  of  the  Germans, 
who  had  been  an  Englifh  monk,  and  known  by 
the  name  of  Winifred.  Childeric,  who  in  fad: 
cannot  be  faid  to  have  ever  reigned,  was  fhaved; 
and  became  a  monk  in  the  Siftrian  monaftery, 
now  St.  Bertin,  in  the  city  of  St.  Omer;  his  wife 
Gefilie  took  the  veil  in  the  convent  of  Conch  iliac ; 
and  his  fon  Thierri  aftiimed  the  monaftic  habit  in 
the  cloifter  of  Vandrill,  in  Normandy. 

Thus  terminated  a  line  of  Princes  whofe  reigns 
have  been  only  diftinguifhed  in  the  annals  of  their 
country  by  rapacity,  confulion,  and  civil  warf  re, 
and  whofe  private  characters,  excepting  in  a  very 
few  inftances,  were  ftained  with  enormities  the 
tnoft  difgufting  and  fanguinary  to  be  met  with  in 
tracing  the  i  iftory  of  any  nation,  either  ancient 
©r  modern.  To  thofe  barbarous  times  which 
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A.  D.  marked  the  more  early  Monarchs  of  the  Mero- 

%*~V**J  vingian  race,  fucceeded,  in  thofe  of  the  latter 
Princes,  fome  years  of  prudent  and  vigorous  ad- 
miniflration  under  the  government  and  abilities  of 
the  Mayors  of  the  Palace,  who,  again  cementing 
the  difmembered  empire  of  France,  fo  injudi- 
cioufly  divided  by  Clovis  and  his  fons,  became 
themfelves  the  pofieffors  of  the  crown  they  had 
faved,  and  by  a  fimilar  divifion  in  the  firft,  and  a 
like  weaknefs  in  the  laft  Kings,  paved  the  way 
for  a  correfponding  fall  in  the  final  extin&ion  of 
their  defcendants. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

FROM  THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  REIGN,  TO 
THE  DEATH,  OF  PEPIN. 

The  Saxons  and  Bretons  defeated  by  Pepin — Reduction  of 
Narbonne — Gripon  flain — Aftulphus,  King  of  Lombardy, 
invades  the  dominions  of  the  church — Stephen  the  Third 
folicits  the  afliftance  of  Pepin — Who  befieges  Aftulphus  in 
Pavia — Recovers  the  Papal  pofteflions — Pepin’s  donation  to 
the  church — Aftulphus  makes  a  fecond  attempt,  and  is  again 
repulfed  by  Pepin — Embafly  from  the  Greek  Emperor — 
Revolt  of  the  Saxons — Vaifar’s  inroads  into  Burgundy — Is 
.{lain — Conqueft  of  Aquitaine— Death  of  Pepin — His  cha« 
rafter. 

rp 

1  HE  elevation  to  which  he  had  fo  long 
afpired  having  been  thus  prudently  attained,  it 
was  foon  found  that  Pepin  was  every  way  equal 
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to  the  ftation  he  had  affirmed ;  and  that  the  Ai  15 . 
courage  difplayed  in  the  field  was  not  more  con- 
fpicuous,  than  the  firmnefs  of  the  legiflator,  the 
acutenefs  of  the  politician,  and  the  compaffionate 
Virtues  of  the  man.  Having  eftablifiied  his  au¬ 
thority,  he  directed  his  views  to  the  regulation 
of  the  State,  and  to  the  comfort  of  his  people. 

In  the  firlh  years  of  his  reign  he  fet  himfelf 
ferioufly  to  eftablifh  a  better  polity;  and  to  in¬ 
troduce  a  reform  in  the  manners  of  his  fubjefe; 
and  more  particularly  attended  to  the  difcipline 
of  the  church.  He  afiembled  a  council  at  his 
palace  of  Verberie,  where,  among  other  ufeful 
inftitutions,  he  afiiduoufly  promoted  proper  regu¬ 
lations  for  marriages,  which  the  licentioufnefs  of 
the  times,  the  multiplicity  and  continuance  of 
wars,  had  fo  much  interrupted,  and  which  it 
was  neceifary  to  bring  back  to  decency  and 
refpedt :  but  thefe  projects,  which  have  feldom 
an  opportunity  to  take  root  unlefs  fofiered  by 
the  protective  feafons  of  peace,  were  foon  inter¬ 
rupted  by  the  neceifary  preparations  for.  war;  and 
the  internal  government  of  the  kingdom  was 
poftponed  for  the-  contentions  of  the  field. 

The  Saxons,,  ever  impatient  of  controul,  and 
zealous  in  defence  of  their  national  cultcms  and 
independency,  endeavoured  to  lighten  the  yoke  by 
which  they  were  opprelfed  j  and  Pepin  was  again 
called  into  adtion,  to  reprefs  their  difobedience  5 
he  once  more  defeated  their  armies,  and  aug- 
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A.  D.  mented  their  tribute.  Equally  fuccefsful  againfl 
the  Bretons,  he  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Vannes, 
and.  their  Count  fubmitted. 

The  Saracens,  being  ftill  in  pofTeflion  of  Nar- 
bonne,  began  a  fuccefsful  inroad  into  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Languedoc.  Anxious  to  commence 
his  royal  career  by  fome  adt  of  popularity  and 
fplenbor,  the  King  of  France  proceeded  with 
his  army  to  befiege  the  city.  His  affaults  were 
vigorous,  but  abortive:  conftrained  to  raife  the 
liege,  he  changed  his  attack  into  a  blockade.  Well 
fecured  by  fortifications,  the  Moors  fuftained  the 
Ihock  of  his  arms,  and  the  firatagems  that  wrere 
put  in  practice  for  their  reduction,  during  the 
fpace  of  three  years :  at  length  haralfed  out  by  an 
unavailing  oppolition,  they  were  obliged  to  fur- 
render  to  the  better  fortune  of  the  alfailants ;  and 
Pepin  had  the  glory  to  add  to  his  newly-acquired 
dominions,  a  city  famous  for  its.oppofition  to  his 
father’s  authority,  and  which  he  had  found  it  im¬ 
practicable  to  reduce. 

The  ambitious  fpirit  of  Gripon  fuffered  him 
not  long  to  enjoy  the  comforts  of  fraternal  peace: 
reftlefs  himfelf,  he  was  anxious  to  difcurb  the 
tranquillity  of  others.  Infenfible  alike  to  the 
favours  he  had  received,  or  to  the  misfortunes 
he  had  endured,  he  fled  from  Mans  to  the  Court 
of  the  Duke  of  Aquitaine,  expecting  to  induce 
that  prince  to  become  his  protector  and  his  friend ; 
but  Vaifar,  unwilling  or  unprepared  to  draw  upon 
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himfelf  the  refentment  of  the  Gallic  Monarch,  A.  D. 
refufed  him  the  afylum  to  which  he  had  reforted. 
Fruffrated  in  thefe  hopes,  he  turned  his  views  to 
the  King  of  Lombardy,  and  was  {lain  in  the  valley 
of  Morienne,  as  he  was  endeavouring  to  forte 
himfelf  a  paffage  into  Italy. 

The  attention  of  Pepin  was  now  required  to 
difperfe  a  temped:  that  was  brewing  in  another 
quarter,  and  which  threatened  with  dellruddon 
the  dominions  of  the  church.  Zachary  had,  by 
the  courfe  of  nature,  dropped  into  the  tomb;  and 
Stephen  the  Third  had  been  elevated  to  the  facred 
honours  of  the  apodoiic  chair:  the  wife  policy  of 
his  predeceffor  was  now  found  amply  juitiried  by 
the  efficient  gratitude  of  the  newly-created  King 
of  France. 

Affulphus,  who,  by  the  abdication  of  Rachid, 
had  been  elevated  to  the  throne  of  Lombardy, — • 
ambitious  to  become  the  only  fovereign  of  Italy, 
was  lefs  difpofed  to  follow  the  indolent  politics  of 
his  predeceffor,  who  had  refig;  cd  the  fword  of 
w  arfare  for  the  peaceful  retirement  of  a  ‘monadic 
life,  than  to  embrace  the  favourable  opportunity 
which  now  opened  to  him  ihe  profpedt  of  glory, 
and  flattered  him  with  the  full  accomplifhment  of 
his  afpiring  views.  The  Greek  Emperor,  Con- 
ffantine  Capronymus,  he  well  knew,  was  unable  to 
check  his  progrefs,  being  engaged  in  a  war  with 
the  Bulgarians  and  the  Saracens,  and  in  one  ftiil 
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A.  D.  more  perplexing,  with  the  Iconoclaftes,  or  the 

gCT'”'  Image-breakers. 
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Not  more  fanguine  than  juftified  by  the  fuc- 
cefsfiff  commencement  of  his  various  enterprizes, 
he  had  invaded,  with  a  powerful  army,  the  Im¬ 
perial  dominions;  reduced  the  city  of  Ravenna, 
with  the  whole  Exarchate  ;  and,  having  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  the  Pentapolis,-  threatened  to 
beiiege  the  ancient  capital  of  the  world,  if  not 
immediately  acknowledged  the  fovereign  of  that 
city ;  and,  the  better  to  enforce  his  demand, 
proceeded  with  his  army  to  that  neighbour¬ 
hood. 

The  Holy  Father,  in  this  emergency,  having 
attempted,  but  in  vain,  to  arreft,  by  fpiritual  me¬ 
diation,  the  torrent  that  was  abot"  to  overwhelnn 
him,  turned  his  views,  and  diredted  his  trembling 
Reps,  to  the  Court  of  France.  Not  unmindful  of 
his  former  obligations  to  Zachary — Pepin  received 
with  duty  and  refbedi  the  infulted  Stephen,  enter¬ 
tained  him  in  the  palace  of  St.  Denis,  where, 
_during  a  fevere  fit  of  ficknefs,  he  waited  himfelf 
upon  him  with  affectionate  perseverance,  and 
humane  concern ;  and  fo  foon  as  his  recovery  was 
eflablifhed,  the  diadem  was  gratefully  placed  by 
the  hand  of  the  Pontiff  upon  the  brows  of  his 
benefadtor. 

Thefe  affiduities  of  the  head  of  a  powerful 
nation  towards  a  feeble  old  man,  and  a  fugitive, 
yefledt  a  fignal  honour  upon  the  private  charadter 
"  of 
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of  Pepin;  nor  fhould  circumftances  fo  favourable  A.  D. 
to  human  nature  be  palfed  over  in  lilence,  as 
greatnefs  of  foul  is  more  often  feen  to  illuminate 
tne  paths  of  folitude,  and  to  fpread  a  cheering 
ray  over  the  wants  and  miferies  of  domeftic  life, 
than  to  blaze  in  the  funfhine  of  a  court,  and 
to  irradiate  with  its  beams  the  bofom  of  the 
king. 

From  the  hands  of  the  Pope,  the  Gallic  Mo¬ 
narch  received,  a  fecond  time,  the  facred  undion: 
the  ceremony  was  accompanied  by  the  flattering- 
title  of  “  the  Protector  and  the  Defender  of  the 
Roman  People a  diftinftive  appellation  of  no 
little  confequence,  in  the  times  of  fuperftition  and 
prejudice,  to  thofe  who  bare  it;  and,  in  this  par¬ 
ticular  inftance,  of  Angular  importance  to  the 
crafty  prelate  who  had  beftowed  it;  and  who,  to 
enhance  the  folemnity  of  the  occaflon,  at  the  fame 
time  anointed  his  fons  Charles  and  Carloman, 
conferring  upon  them  the  honourable  names  of 
**  Patricians  of  Rome.” 

Pepin  having  failed  in  his  endeavoufs  to  nego- 
ciate  with  Aftulphus,  conducted  the  Holy  Father 
into  Italy  with  a  fufficient  force  to  reinftate 
him  in  his  rights,  and  befleged  the  Lombard 
King  in  Pavia.  Unable  to  reflft  the  arms  of  his 
opponent,  he  promifed  to  deliver  up  the  conquefls 
he  had  made,  and  which  were  generoufly  furren- 
dered  by  the  French  Monarch  to  the  domains 
of  the  church ;  comprehending  the  Exarchate, 
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A*  ./Emilia,  now  Romania,  and  the  Pentapolis,  now 
Marca  d’ Ancona.  The  Kings  of  France  retained 
a  kind  of  negative  fuperiority  in  thefe  poffefiions ; 
but,  as  their  power  declined,  their  nominal  au¬ 
thority  likewife  proportionably  decayed.  Thus 
was  the  fpiritual  influence  of  the  papal  authority 
augmented  by  temporal  dominions ;  and  this  aera 
forms  a  ftriking  epoch  in  the  eccleflaftical  hiftory 
of  Rome;  and  laid  the  foundation  of  that  tyranny 
which  made  the  moft  imperious  monarchs  crouch 
beneath  the  thunders  of  the  Vatican — abfolved  the 
fubjed:  from  his  oath  of  allegiance — tore  the  dia¬ 
dem  from  the  brow  of  royalty — and  infulted  and 
degraded  the  Imperial  dignity  of  the  purple. 

With  the  departure  of  his  bencfadfor,  the  terrors 
of  the  Pontiff  returned.  Unmindful  of  the  folemn 
treaty  in  which  he  had  lately  engaged,  the 
Sovereign  of  Lombardy  refufed  to  evacuate  a 
Angle  town;  and  early  in  the  year  undertook 
the  flege  of  Rome,  requiring  from  the  citizens 
the  perfon  of  Stephen,  as  the  only  means  by 
which  they  might  hope  to  mollify  his  refent- 
ment.  In  this  dilemma  he  had  again  recourfe 
to  the  alliftance  of  Pepin;  and  the  elegant  epiftles 
which  were  written  in  the  hour  of  his  diftrefs,  and 
which  are  Rill  exifting,  had  fo  powerful  an  effed: 
upon  the  King,  that  he  again  repaired  the  Alps, 
and  flew  in  perfon  to  his  relief.  The  fears  of  the 
Holy  Father  were  difperfed  by  his  appearance  : 
Aftulphus  was  chaftifed  for  his  breach  of  faith ; 

con- 
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eonflrained,  a  fecond  time,  to  fue  for  peace;  to  A  D. 
fubmit  to  terms  ftill  more  difgracefui  than  thofe 
which  had  been  before  impofed ;  and  to  receive 
with  humiliation  the  burden  of  the  ancient  tribute, 
which  had  been  relinquilhed  in  the  reign  of  Clo- 
taire  the  Second. 

Whilft  engaged  in  the  fiege  of  Pavia,  the  Em¬ 
peror,  Conftantine  Capronymus,  deputed  an  em- 
balfy  to  Pepin,  to  remonftrate  on  his  late  donation. 

In  the  hope  of  detaching  him  from  the  party  whofe 
interefts  he  had  embraced,  he  fent  him  magni¬ 
ficent  prefents,  with  an  offer  to  defray  the  expences 
of  the  war.  lhe  King  of  France  replied  to  his 
^Ambaffadors,  that  “  the  Exarchate  had  been 
“  conquered  by  the  Lombards,  who  therefore  held 
xt  it  under  the  fame  title  that  the  Romans  had  for- 
"  merly  done ;  that  their  right  was  now  veiled 
<f  in  him,  and  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  difpofe 
1C  of  thofe  territories  as  he  thought  proper.” — - 
“  I  have  beftovved  it,”  faid  he,  cc  upon  St.  Peter, 
u  that  the  religion  of  the  church  of  Rome  may 
*'  remain  uncontammated  by  the  herefles  of  the 
"  Greeks ;  nor  lhall  any  temptation  whatever 
"  induce  me  to  reclaim  the  gift  I  have  made, 

"  and  which  I  now  folemnly  pledge  myfelf  to 
”  maintain.” 

Upon  his  return  into  France,  his  thoughts  were 
directed  from  external  concerns  to  regulate  the 
internal  government  of  his  kingdom  ;  but  his 
political  plans  were  interrupted  by  a  fudden  and 
general  revolt  of  the  Saxons,  whofe  unfuccefsful 
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A.  D.  endeavours  to  fhake  off  their  yoke,  only  rendered 
its  preffure  more  firm  and  galling. 

The  tide  of  profperity,  which  had  hitherto 
accompanied  this  fortunate  Prince,  continued  to 
attend  him  in  all  his  undertakings.  Having  re¬ 
cently  fettled  fome  difagreements  that  arofe  be¬ 
tween  the  Pope,  Paul  the  Firft,  and  Defiaerius, 
the  fucceffor  of  Affulphus  in  Lombardy,  he  found 
leifure  to  attend  to  the  movements  of  Vaifar,  the 
Duke  of  Aquitaine.  Tnefe  Sovereigns  had  long 
confidered  each  other  with  mutual  diftruft,  and 
were  equally  impatient  for  a  conflict  in  the  field. 
The  Duke,  having  defpoiled  of  their  lands  fome 
churches  in  his  own  domains,  afforded  the  French 
Monarch  a  pretext,  by  no  means  an  honourable 
one,  to  invade  his  dominions  ;  but,  by  a  refforation 
of  the  objects  of  contention,  the  threatened  florm 
\vas  for  a  while  fufpenaed. 

The  abfence  of  his  antagonift,  the  next  year,  in 
his  German  dominions,  was  an  opportunity  which 
the  enterprifing  fpirit  of  Vaifar  was  unable  to  with- 
ftand :  having  entered  into  Burgundy,  he  over-ran 
that  province,  and  continued  his  depredations  as 
tar  as  the  environs  of  Chalons ;  but  fhort  was  his 
triumph,  as  was  unavailing  the  ardour  of  his  mind. 
His  rival  fpeedily  repaired  to  the  fcene  of  warfare ; 
he  left  the  Saxon  infurgents  to  oppofe  a  more  for¬ 
midable  competitor,  and,  glowing  with  refent- 
ment,  paffed  with  celerity  the  river  Loire:  the 
caftles  of  Auvergne  were  levelled  with  the  ground; 

his 
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his  ravages  extended  as  far  as  Limoges;  and  the  A-  D. 
capital  of  Aquitaine  {hook  beneath  the  terrors  of  763. 
his  arm.  The  entire  province  muft  inevitably 
have  acknowledged  his  fovereignty,  had  not  the 
retreat  of  Tallilon,  the  Duke  of  Bavaria,  recalled 
him  from  the  theatre  of  his  vidtory  abroad,  to 
attend  to  the  welfare  of  his  dominions  at  home. 

This  Prince,  in  the  early  part  of  his  reign, 
had  done  homage  to  Pepin  for  his  dominions,  and 
had  principally  refided  in  the  city  of  Paris.  The 
Protestor,  who  had  preferved  him  from  the  ufur- 
pation  of  Gripon,  was  now  forgotten.  To  feel, 
and  to  acknowledge  obligations,  appears  not  to 
be  a  leffon  in  politics;  nor  does  treachery  bear 
fuch  marks  of  contempt  in  the  public,  as  in  the 
orivate,  concerns  of  life. 

i  J 

The  French  Monarch,  equally  circumfpedl,  as 
vigorous  in  action,  contented  himfelf  with  forming 
a  chain  of  polls  for  the  fecurity  of  his  frontiers 
againft  the  fudden  incurlions  of  the  Bavarians, 
and,  once  more,  crofled  the  Loire,  determined  to 
profecute,  with  celerity  and  effedt,  the  war  in  Aqui¬ 
taine.  Three  fucceflive  campaigns  marked  the 
fuperiority  of  a  difeiphne  founded  upon  prudence 
and  conduct.  His  opponent,  circumvented  by 
his  commanding  and  adtive  genius,  endeavoured, 
but  in  vain,  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  his  arms ; 
he  fought,  and  was  defeated ;  he  requelled  peace, 
but  it  was  denied  him ;  and  Taffilon,  intimidated 
by  the  fuccefs  of  his  uncle,  entreated,  and  ob¬ 
tained 
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tained  his  pardon.  The  "'fortunate  Vaifar,  pur- 
fued  with  his  fmall  but  faithful  band  of  followers 
to  his  lafc  retreat  in  the  country  of  Saintonges, 
fubmitted,  not  without  a  defperate  effort,  to  his 
hapiefs  fate  :  imitating  in  his  conduit  that  of 
Alaric  in  a  former  period,  his  indignant  fpirit 
fcorned  to  preferve  an  exiftence  which  to  him  was 
no  longer  valuable,  fince  it  could  not  be  enjoyed 
with  independency.  His  death,  w’hile  bravely 
combating  to  the  laft  moment  of  his  life,  put 
an  end  to, a  deftruitive  war;  and  his  dominions, 
annexed,  once  more,  to  the  empire  of  France, 
helped  to  crown,  with  additional  laurels,  the  brows 
of  the  vibtor. 

But  of  what  value  was  the  fplendor  of  this  con- 
queft  to  the  mortal  whofe  victories  were  about  to 
be  arrefted  by  the  hand  of  death  !  Scarcely  had 
Pepin  time  to  contemplate  his  late  acquifition, 
when  he  was  feized  with  a  fever  at  Xaintes, 
which  threatened  him  with  a  fpeedy  dxffolution. 
Aware  of  its  approach,  he  was  with  difficulty  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  Abbey  of  St.  Denis;  where,  having 
affembled  the  principal  Bifhops  and  Nobles  of  his 
kingdoms,  with  their  advice  and  confent  he  di¬ 
vided  his  dominions  between  his  fons  ;  but  in 
what  manner,  has  not  been  properly  afcertained. 
Having  thus  fettled  his  temporal  affairs,  and  re- 
figned  himfelf,  like  a  Chriftian  and  a  man,  to 
the  awful  decrees  of  Heaven  —  he  funk  into 
the  grave,  overwhelmed  with  a  complication 
of  diforders,  after  a  glorious  reign  of  feventeen 
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years,  in  the  fifty-fourth  of  his  age;  and  was  A.  D. 
interred,  according  to  his  own  delire,  in  the 
cathedral-church  of  St.  Denis. 


768. 


In  a  diminutive  body,  from  which  Pepin  obtained 
the  appellation  of  “  The  Short,”  may  be  traced  a 
capacious  foul ;  as  if  nature,  niggard  of  her  gifts  in 
one  refpedt,  had  endeavoured  to  make  amends  for 
her  deficiencies  by  fignal  capacities  in  another. 

The  aufpicious  commencement  of  his  military 
career  was  to  be  no  lefs  attributed  to  fraternal 
union,  than  to  the  vigour  and  prudence  which 
diftinguifhed  his  general  character.  His  difcipline 
was  firm,  and  his  policy  confiftent ;  hence  order 
prevailed  in  his  camp,  and  unanimity  pervaded 
his  councils.  He  fo  much  conciliated  the  private, 
and  held  fuch  an  influence  over  the  public  opi¬ 
nion,  that  no  fecret  intrigues,  or  open  confpiracies, 
were  difcovered,  to  tarnifli  the  iuffxe  of  his  reign. 
Cautious  in  his  undertakings,  intrepid  in  attack, 
and  perfevering  in  his  refolution,  oppofition  and 
danger  funk  before  him  ;  and  victory  had  no 
focner  crowned  his  head  with  laurel,  than  mercy 
adorned  his  hand  with  the  branch  of  peace. 

The  national  afiemblies  were  convoked  with 
regularity,  where,  appearing  to  follow  the  fen- 
timents  of  others,  he  infenfibly  became  the  foie 
director  of  the  cabinet,  and  the  evident  in- 
fpirer  of  the  operations  of  the  field.  He  ren¬ 
dered  the  Popes  dependent  upon  his  fame:  he 
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A*  D-  weakened  the  power  of  the  Lombards,  but  in- 
fulted  not  their  imbecility.  His  donation  of  the 
Exarchate  of  Ravenna  to  the  See  of  Rome,  in- 
ftead  of  annexing  it  to  his  own  dominions,  was  a 
proof  of  his  penetration.  The  French  had  loft  nu¬ 
merous  armies  in  Italy,  without  any  permanent 
conqueft:  his  politics,  therefore,  induced  him  to 
give  up  what  it  might  have  been  hazardous  and 
burdenfome  to  retain.  The  provocations  of  Gri- 
pon,  frequent  as  they  were,  could  not  induce  him 
to  harfhnefs,  delighting  as  much  to  pardon,  as  the 
other  was  defirous  to  offend.  The  univerfal  joy 
with  which  he  was  received  as  fovereign,  was  a 
flattering  tribute  of  the  public  efteem  towards  an 
individual  fo  worthy  to  be  exalted,  and  certainly 
the  moft  diftinguifhed  character  the  nation  had 
beheld  fince  the  commencement  of  its  monarchy. 
Clovis  founded  his  empire  in  blood;  but  Pepin 
eftablifhed  his  in  juftice,  and  in  moderation. 

His  genius  was  in  all  things  equal ;  and  he  left 
an  immenfe  empire  ftill  capable  of  farther  exten- 
fion :  thus  Philip  paved  the  way  for  the  victories 
of  Alexander,  and  Caefar  laid  the  foundation  of 
the  glories  of  Auguftus.  The  humble  epitaph  of 
“  Here  lies  the  father  of  Charlemagne,”  is  an 
infult  to  the  memory  of  Pepin,  and  a  difgrace  to 
the  nation  that  left  not  more  honourably  recorded 
thofe  virtues  which  ftrangers  are  proud  to  dwell 
upon  with  reverence,  and  which  have  not  been 
furpalfed,  nor  will  probably  be  ever  equalled, 
by  his  defcendants. 
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FROM  THE  DEATH  OF  PEPIN,  TO  THE  IMPERIAL 
EXALTATION  OF  CHARLES. 

The  fucceftion  of  Charles  and  Carloman — Their  characters — 
Hunalde  re-affumes  the  dominion  of  Aquitaine — Is  defeated 
by  Charles — Aquitaine  again  annexed  to  France — Death  of 
Carloman — Charles  foie  monarch — State  of  Europe — Revolt 
and  defeat  of  the  Saxons — Defiderius,  King  of  Lombardy, 
attacks  the  Papal  dominions — Pavia  and  Verona  befieged  by 
Charles — Conqueft  of  Lombardy — Maffacre  of  the  Saxons — 
Commotions  in  Italy — Moorilh  governors  rein  Rated  in  Spain 
by  Charles — Death  of  Orlando — Revolt  of  the  Saxons  fup- 
p  re  Red — Pepin,  King  of  Italy — Lewis,  King  of  Aquitaine — 
Witikind  infligates  the  Saxons  to  rebel — Their  defeat — 
Witikind  and  Albion  excite  frelh  tumults  in  Saxony — Con- 
verfion  of  Witikind  and  Albion — Defeat  of  the  Duke  of 
Beneventum  and  Bavaria — Conquefl  of  Bavaria — Grimoalde 
fucceeds  his  father  in  Beneventum — Legiflative  and  domellic 
employments  of  Charles — RepulRon  of  the  Sclavonians  and 
Huns — Traitorous  defign  of  Pepin — Suppreflion  of  a  tumult 
in  Italy — Irruptions  of  various  nations — Subjugation  of  the 
Huns — Revolt  and  flaughter  of  the  Saxons — Diffenfions  at 
Rome — Elevation  of  Charles  to  the  Imperial  dignity. 

The  appellation  of  Carlovingian  diftinguifhes 
the  fecond  race  of  the  Kings  of  France.  Whether 
deduced  from  Charles  Martel,  the  father  of  Pepin, 
or  from  Charles  the  Great,  or  'Charlemagne  his 
fon,  is  a  point  not  exa&ly  afcertained  by  hiftorians: 
it  is,  however,  clearly  demonftrated,  that  the 
arms  of  the  laft  achieved  what  the  other  left 

imperfect; 
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A.  D.  imperfect ;  and  that  the  firft  opened  that  road  to 
political  as  well  as  military  glory,  which  his 
grandfon  purfued  with  fo  much  vigour  and 
fuccefs. 

Upon  his  accefiion  to  the  throne,  Charles  was 
in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  and  as  re¬ 
markable  for  the  height  of  his  fiature  as  his 
father  had  been  for  his  diminutive  frame.  With 
a  figure  well  proportioned,  but  rather  inclined 
to  corpulency,  he  had  a  complexion  that  was 
florid,  features  full  of  majefty  and  fweetnefs,-  and 
adifpofition  at  once  open,  cheerful,  and  glowing 
with  animation.  His  look  was  penetrating,  his 
mind  active,  and  his  conftitution  fo  Angularly 
robuft,  as  to  enable  him  to  fuftain  the  extremities 
of  exertion,  and  to  be  unacquainted  with  the 
languors  of  fatigue. 

Carloman,  the  younger  fon  of  Pepin,  diffimilar 
both  in  his  temper  and  purfuits,  was  gloomy, 
referved,  and  contentious.  Timid  and  irrefclute 
in  all  his  adtions,  he  was  as  eafily  governed  by  the 
artful,  as  led  by  the  interefted ;  and,  not  being 
endowed  with  abilities  himfelf,  regarded  with 
jealoufy  a  brother,  whofe  fplendid  talents  prog¬ 
nosticated  his  future  glory.  With  difpofitions  fo 
very  difeordant,  it  was  not  likely  that  unity  could 
long  prevail ;  and  we  find,  very  early  after  the  death 
of  their  father,  that  a  divifion  menaced  the  ex¬ 
panding  glories  of  France:  but  the  intrigues  of 
the  neighbouring  States  fufpended  for  a  while  the 

threatening 
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threatening  ftorm,  arid  called  off  their  attention  A-  F. 
to  dangers  of  more  importance. 

The  Lombards,  forgetful  of  the  Bate  of  degra¬ 
dation  to  which  they  had  been  reduced,  began 
to  negociate  with  Taffilon,  the  Duke  of  Bavaria, 
and  to  proriiife  themfelVes  fuccefs  from  the  in¬ 
ternal  difputes  of  the  foils  of  Fepih;  but  the  war 
had  already  commenced  in  a  quarter  from  which 
the  brothers  had  not  formed  the  leaf!  idea  of 
danger,  and  with  whom  their  enemies  had  net 
the  moft  diftant  intercourfe. 

Hunalde,  the  old  Duke  of  Aquitaine,  in  whom 
the  latent  fparks  of  ambition  had  been  for  fome 
time  fupprelTed,  but  not  wholly  extind,  having 
confumed  between  twenty  and  thirty  years  in 
a  cloifter,  renounced  the  calm  of  monaftic  retire¬ 
ment,  to  take  a  turbulent  part  in  the  ftorms  of 
life,  and  to  recommence  the  Career  of  arms. 
Conceiving  that  a  favourable  opportunity  was 
now  offered,  by  the  prudent  ufe  of  which  he 
might  poffefs  himfelf  of  his  aricient  rights,  he 
prefented  himfelf  with  confidence  and  courage 
to  the  regard  of  his  fubjeds,  and  entreated 
with  earneftnefs  their  future  fupport.  However 
doubtful  he  might  be  of  their  affedion,  from  the 
univerfal  deteftatiori  in  which  he  had  formerly 
been  held ;  yet  time  had  fofteried  their  refentment, 
and  misfortunes  had  aivakened  their  commife- 
ration ;  they  received  him  with  open  arms,  they 
feconded  his  undertakings ;  and  in  a  few  weeks 
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d  the  fatisfadtion  to  behold  himfelf  the  fo- 
/  :  :  gn  of  thofe  dominions  which  the  adfive  life 
pin  had  with  difficulty  acquired.  Short  was 
j  sr  the  duration  of  this  rapid  fuccefs :  the 
■  'Hu.-  iced  Charles,  although  difappointed  of  his 
rs  promifed  aid  in  the  moment  of  danger, 
ain.  ng  to  be  affedted  at  the  treachery  of  his 
onudt,  puihed  boldly  forward  with  his  own 
mops  into  the  territories  of  his  opponent.  Afto- 
med  at  the  celerity  of  his  motions,  unable  to 
:  .eep  the  field  againft  his  powerful  adverfary,  and 
icier  ted  by  his  fubjedts  with  as  much  levity  as 
they  had  before  profelfed  of  loyalty  and*attach- 
ment,  Hunalde  experienced  the  natural  con- 
iepiences  of  adverffty:  he  was  conftrained  to 
folicit  a  precar mus  refuge  in  the  territories  of 
Lupus,  Duke  of  Gafcony,  who,  menaced. by  the 
refentrnent  of  the  victor,  as  weakly  betrayed,  as 
he  had  imprudently  granted  him  his  protection. 
The  unfortunate  fugitive,  doomed  once  more  to 
retire  into  the  boforn  of  folitude,  was  confined; 
'•at  found  the  means  of  efcaping,  fome  years 
aft  rewards,'  to  the  court  of  Defiderius,  the  King 
f  Lombardy;  and  Aquitaine  thus  again  became 
annexed  to  the  empire  of  France. 

During  this  war  Charles  found  leifure  to  draw 
■m  Angouleme  and  Perigord,  a  colony  of  his 
h  fubjedts,  whom  he  effablifhed  near  the 
iers  of  the  Dordonne,  upon  a  fpot  diftin- 
,ied  by  the  name  of  Fronzac.  The  fuccefs- 

ful 
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ful  termination  of  this  initiation,  of  arms  ex-  A.  D, 
tended  the  power,  and  promoted  a  refpeCt  forv-,’v^ 
the  character,  of  the  young  King.  Defiderius 
w?as  among  the  firft  who  anxioufly  fought  his  al¬ 
liance,  and  offered  to  cement  the  union,  by  giving 
his  daughter  Defiderata  in  marriage,  whom,  not- 
withftanding  the  prefling  remofiftrances  of  the 
Pope,  Stephen  the  Fourth,  and  the  obftacle  of 
a  firft  wife,  yet  alive,  he  condefcended  to  ac¬ 
cept. 

The  inveterate  diflike  which  Carloman  had  but  771, 
ill  concealed  againft  his  brother,  and  which  had 
been  fomew'hat  allayed  by  the  maternal  endea¬ 
vours  of  Bertha,  wTas  again  ready  to  burft  forth, 
when,  by  an  event  as  unexpected  as  unfortunate, 
the  former  was  fuddenly  taken  off  by  death,  and 
the  latter  left  without  a  competitor  to  check  or 
difturb  his  ambitious  projects.  His  Queen,  fuf- 
picious  of  the  intention  of  the  furviving  Monarch, 
fled,  with  her  children,  into  Italy,  and  found  a 
willing  afylum  in  the  court  of  the  Lombard 
King.  Highly  incenfed  at  the  retreat  afforded 
the  royal  fugitives,  Charles  repudiated  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Defiderius,  and  took  poffeffion  of  the  ter¬ 
ritories  of  the  deceafed  Sovereign. 

Upon  this  acceffion  of  dominion  and  of  Confe- 
quence,  which  devolved  upon  him  by  the  death 
of  Carloman,  his  empire  extended  from  the  Alps 
to  the  Pyrenean  mountains.  The  northern  Ger¬ 
many  was  at  this  time  almoft  entirely  poffelfed  by 
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D.  the  Saxons :  under  which  general  name  were 
comprehended  all  thofe  nations  within  the  banka 
of  the  Wefer  and  the  Elbe,  extending  from  the 
Baltic  to  the  territory  of  Mentz,  and  from  the 
German  Ocean  to  the  confines  of  Bohemia,  and 
who  yet  had  not  been  converted  to  the  dodtrines 
of  Chriftianity.*  Italy,  feeble  and  divided,  was 
held  by  the  Lombards,  who  occupied  the  duchies 
of  Friuli,  Spoleto,  and  Beneventum,  with  Li¬ 
guria,  Venetia,  Tufcany,  and  the  Cottian  Alps. 
The  dominions  of  Naples,  and  fome  cities  in 
Calabria,  were  in  the  poffeflion  of  the  Emperor 
of  the  Eaft.  The  Exarchate,  and  the  Pentapolis, 
belonged  to  the  Pope;  and  the  Venetians,  by  their 
trade  to  the  Levant,  had  acquired  a  conliderable 
fway  in  the  political  Rate  of  Italy.  The  Saxons 
were  eflablifhed  in  England,  and  an  Heptarchy 
divided  the  various  provinces  of  that  country. 
The  moft  fertile  provinces  of  Spain  were  fcill 
held  by  the  Moorifh  power.  Abdarhamen,  the 
fplendid  King  of  Cordova,  was  no  more ;  and  al¬ 
ready  had  the  Spanifh  Chriftians  eftablifhed  the 
kingdoms  of  Afturias  and  Navarre.  Such  was 
the  polition  of  Europe,  when  Charles  became 
the  foie  Sovereign  of  France. 

The  Saxons,  whofe  innate  love  of  liberty  in~ 
duced  them,  at  the  commencement  of  every  reign, 
to  attempt  the  recovery  of  that  independency  they 
fo  enthuliaftically  admired,  had  begun  their  wonted 
hoftilities,  and  refufed  to  fatisfy  the  tribute  that 

had 
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had  been  impofed  upon  them  by  Pepin;  but  the  A*  ® 
French  Monarch,  not  difpleafed  at  being  furnifned  772. 
with  a  pretence  to  enter  their  territories,  having 
fufficient  ftrength  to  chaftife  their  revolt,  and 
leifure  to  enforce  their  obedience,  turned  the 
weight  of  his  arms  to  that  quarter.  Entering 
their  country  with  fire  and  with  fword,  he  flat¬ 
tered  himfelf  that  this  feverity  would  make  eafy 
his  conquefl: :  but,  no  ways  difcouraged  by  the 
rigour  of  his  conduct,  they  made  a  long  and 
defperate  hand  in  the  vicinity  of  Ofnaburg, 
where  they  were  defeated,  with  a  dreadful 
flaughter,  and  obliged  to  pafs,  with  hafle  and 
confufion,  the  channel  of  the  Wefer.  The  vidtor 
purfued  his  advantage  as  far  as  Erefbourg  near 
Padderborn,  which  fortrefs  he  demolifhed,  with 
the  celebrated  temple  that  was  dedicated  to  their 
idol,  Irminfil.  Intimidated  by  the  deflrudlion  of 
this  facred  place,  and  by  the  unfavourable  ifliie 
of  their  revolt,  they  implored  his  clemency,  and 
fued  for  peace ;  which  he  the  more  readily  con¬ 
ceded,  as  the  affairs  of  Italy  required  his  prefence 
beyond  the  Alps.  Having  ordered  to  be  rebuilt, 
and  put  into  a  proper  ffate  of  defence,  the  above 
fortrefs,  he  returned  triumphant  into  France. 

Stephen  the  Fourth,  terrified  into  his  grave 
by  the  King  of  Lombardy,  had  been  fucceeded, 
in  the  Papal  Chair,  by  Adrian  the  Firft.  This 
Prelate,  unwilling  to  offend  the  King  of  France, 
had  refufed,  at  the  prefling  folicitation  of  Defi- 
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&.  D.  derius,  to  anoint  the  fons  of  Carloman.  Enraged 
ts:^r^at  this  oppofition  to  his  wifhes,  he  laid  wafte  the 
territories  of  the  holy  fee,  and  prepared  to  be- 
liege  the  capital.  In  this  dilemma,  the  Pope 
implored  the  affiftance  of  the  Gallic  Monarch. 
Anxious,  as  he  was,  to  afford  him  fuccour,  he 
found  his  fubjedls  fo  averfe  to  an  Italian  expedi¬ 
tion,  that  he  endeavoured  to  negociate  with  the 
Lombard  in  behalf  of  the  fupplicant,  It  was  not, 
however,  probable  that  terms  of  real  amity  could 
be  agreed  upon  by  Princes  who  had  fo  many 
mutu  1  caufes  of  diffatisfadtion  and  difiruft :  the 
negociation  proved  abortive  •  and  Charles,  in  a 
general  affembly  held  at  Geneva  in  the  month 
*  of  May,  reprefented  with  fo  much  eloquence  the 
diftrelfes  of  the  Pope,  and  the  infults  to  which 
himfelf  had  been  fubjedted,  that  he  obtained 
with  fome  difficulty  the  confent  of  the  Clergy 
and  Nobles  to  march  in  yerfon  to  the  relief  of 
Adrian.  The  intricate  affes  of  the  Alps  were 
carefu  ly  fortified  by  Defiderius  :  the  French 
army,  in  their  firft  attempt  w;ere  repulfed ;  and 
fo  rafli  was  the  undertaking  fuppofed  to  be, 
both  by  himfelf  and  his  officers,  that  a  determi¬ 
nation  was  formed  to  retire  in  the  night ; — when 
Bernard,  a  natural  fon  of  Charles  Martel,  having 
forced  a  narrow  defile  of  the  fame  name  among 
the  mountains,  the  enemy  w7ere  feized  wTith  an 
unaccountable  panic ;  they  abandoned  the  pods 
they  had  fortified  with  fo  much  ftrength  and 
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fkill,  and  fled  with  fear  and  precipitation  ;  1 
ing  their  adverfaries  to  gain  the  level  plains  c: 
their  fertile  provinces  with  eafe  and  fafety. 

Defiderius,  unable  to  keep  the  field,  returned 
to  Pavia;  while  his  fon  Adalgifus,  with  the  wi¬ 
dow  and  children  of  Carloman,  found  a  tempo¬ 
rary  protection  in  Verona.  Both  cities  were  at 
the  fame  time  befieged  by  the  intrepid  and  in¬ 
defatigable  Charles  :  the  firft  was  gallantly  de¬ 
fended  by  the  Lombards  ;  but  Adalgifus,  having 
loft  all  hopes  of  protecting  the  latter,  efcaped  to 
Conftantinople.  The  town  was  furrendered ;  and 
the  unfortunate  widow  of  Carloman,  with  her  two 
fons,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  viCtcr  :  they  were 
fent  into  France  ;  and  of  their  fubfequent  fate  no 
memorial  is  recorded. 

Having  turned  the  flege  of  Pavia  into  a 
blockade,  the  Gallic  Monarch  repaired  to  Rome, 
to  fpend  the  feftival  of  Eafter.  Received  by  the 
Pope  with  the  moft  flattering  marks  of  cordiality 
and  favour,  he  renewed  the  donation  of  his  fa¬ 
ther  to  the  Apoftolic  fee ;  and,  after  a  few  days 
conference,  they  feparated,  mutually  fatisfied  with 
the  profperous  lituation  of  their  affairs. 

At  Pavia  his  arms,  during  his  abfence,  had 
made  but  little  progrefs ;  but  what  they  had  been 
tardy  to  effeCt,  the  plague,  that  fcourge  of  the 
human  fpecies,  enabled  him  fpeedily  to  achieve. 
After  a  refiflance  of  fix  months,  Defiderius  was 
obliged  to  furrender  himfelf,  his  wife,  and  chil- 
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dren,  to  the  better  fortune  of  his  rival :  what  be-r 
774.  came  of  them,  is  loft,  in  the  fame  myfterious 
obfcurity,  as  that  in  which  was  involved  the 
fate  of  the  family  of  Carloman ;  and  thus  finally 
ended  the  kingdom  eftablifhed  by  the  Lombards^ 
having  fubfifted  for  the  fpace  of  two  hundred 
and  fix  years. 

Before  his  return  to  France,  he  repaired  a  fe- 
cpnd  time  to  Rome,  to  confult  with  the  Pope  in 
what  manner  he  fhould  govern  and  prefer ve  his 
new  dominions  in  Italy :  from  thence  he  haffenecf 
to  Monza,  where  he  was  crowned,  by  the  Arch- 
l^ifhop  of  Milan,  with  the  iron  crown  ufed  at  the 
coronation  of  the  Lombard  Kings,  and  which  is 
ffill  preferved  in  that  village. 

To  the  countries  which  he  had  lately  fubdued, 
he  left  uninterrupted  their  ancient  laws,  and  local 
cuffoms  ;  and  fuffered  the  Dukes  of  Friuli,  Spo- 
leto,  and  Beneventum,  to  retain  their  reflec¬ 
tive  governments.  This  moderation  had  cer¬ 
tainly  its  merit :  he  knew  how  to  retain,  by  the 
policy  of  his  councils,  the  poffeflions  which  he 
had  acquired  by  the  force  of  his  arms  :  and  the 
dignity  of  his  perfon,  and  the  affability  of  his 
manners,  were  well  adapted  to  enforce  obedience, 
and  to  conciliate  the  affections  of  his  new  fub- 
jects ;  yet  we  may  be  permitted  to  doubt  whe¬ 
ther  the  Lombards  received  any  advantage  from 
a  change  of  Sovereigns  :  their  Princes  had  been, 
generally  fpeaking,  confpicuous  for  their  cle¬ 
mency 
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mency  and  jullice,  as  they  had  been  dillinguilhed  A.  B. 
for  the  wifdom  of  their  regulations. 

Having  pledged  himfelf  to  govern  with  mild- 
nefs,  and  in  the  adjudication  of  civil  matters 
to  be  entirely  directed  by  their  ancient  confti- 
tution,  he  retired  with  his  army,  and  repaired 
the  mountains. 

The  hady  return  of  the  Gallic  Monarch  from  775. 
his  recent  conquefts,  may  be  chiefly  attributed  to 
the  revolt  of  the  Saxons  ;  they  had  already  poE 
feffed  themfelves  of  the  important  fort  of  Eref- 
bourg,  before  he  was  able  to  put  a  flop  to  their 
depredations.  Elighly  exafperated  at  their  re¬ 
peated  revolts,  his  fword  kept  pace  with  his  re- 
fentment ;  he  recovered  the  fortrefs,  palled  the 
Wefer,  defeated  in  a  decilive  adtion  the  alfembled 
forces  of  the  enemy ;  and,  apportioning  his  ven¬ 
geance  to  his  fuccefs,  cut  olf  his  miferable  op¬ 
ponents  by  a  moll;  cruel  and  undifcriminating 
daughter.  But,  as  great  profperity  too  frequently 
draws  the  eye  from  the  contemplation  of  fubor- 
dinate  danger,  a  conliderable  detachment  which 
he  had  left  behind  him  to  defend  the  palfage  of 
the  river,  from  an  ideal  fecurity,  or  from  a  con¬ 
tempt  of  a  barbarous,  yet  a  formidable  enemy, 
were,  in  their  turn,  given  up  to  the  edge  of  the 
fvvord. 

Anxious  to  return  to  Italy,  which  was  again  in 
commotion,  he  was  glad  to  accept  their  fubmif- 

lions,  with  the  hoftages  which  they  offered  at  the 
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A.  D.  fame  time  menacing  them  with  unremitting  ven- 
-76  geance,  if  they  Ihould  fail  again  in  their  pro- 
mifed  obedience. 

Having  again  palfed  the  Alps,  he  found  that 
Adalgifus  had  formed  a  dangerous  confederacy, 
and  that  the  Duke  of  Friuli  was  already  in  arms : 
but  the  adlive  mow  ments  of  Charles  foon  crufhed 
their  flattering  expectations  ;  the  Duke  was  fur- 
prized,  defeated,  and  beheaded ;  and  the  feverity 
of  his  fate  deterred  thofe  who  had  entered  into 
their  views  from  a  difcovery  of  their  real  fenti- 
ments.  Having  fettled  a  mifunderftanding  that 
had  arifen  between  the  Pope  and  the  Archbilhop 
of  Ravenna,  he  again  left  peace  to  Italy,  and  re¬ 
turned  to  Germany,  to  eftablilh,  if  poffible,  tran¬ 
quillity  in  that  quarter.  His  prefence  humbled 
the  reftlefs  fpirit  of  the  Saxons,  whom  he  found 
in  commotion:  but,  contented  with  their  fub- 
miffion,  and  fatisfied  with  their  promifes  of  con- 
verfion,  he  granted  them  the  accommodation 
they  required,  and  palled  the  winter  at  his  caflle 
of  Heriftal. 

777.  In  the  fpring  of  the  year  he  held  a  general  af- 
fembly  at  Padderborn,  at  which  moll  of  their 
chiefs  attended  ;  and  they  renewed  their  oaths  of 
allegiance,  and  confented  to  be  inftruCled  in  the 
doctrines  of  the  Chriftian  religion  ;  but  Witi- 
kind,  the  mofl  adlive,  and  defervedly  the  moll 
eminent  of  their  leaders,  difdained  to  fubmit,  and 
retired  with  his  followers  into  Denmark. 


During 
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During  his  flay  at  Padderborn,  Ibonala,  the  A 
Moorifh  governor  of  Saragofla,  who  had  revolted  1 
from  the  King  of  Cordova,  repaired  thither  in 
perfon,  and  in  his  own  name,  and  in  that  of  the 
Governor  of  Arragon,  entreated  the  friendfhip 
and  affiftance  of  the  Sovereign  of  France.  Grati¬ 
fied  by  fo  flattering  an  application,  he  prepared 
to  extend  his  influence  in  a  new  quarter  ;  and,  in 
the  fpring  of  the  year,  entered  into  the  province 
of  Navarre,  polfeffed  himfelf  of  the  cities  of  Pam- 
pelona  and  Saragoffa,  and  fuccefsfully  penetrated 
to  the  river  Ebro.  Having  re-eftablifhed  the 
Moorifh  Lords,  he  repafled  the  mountains ;  but 
the  glory  of  his  arms  was  tarnifhed  by  the  Gaf- 
cons  in  the  valley  of  Roncefvalles  :  it  was  in  this 
engagement  that  Orlando,  or  Roland,  the  fup- 
pofed  nephew  of  Charles,  and  who  gave  rife  to 
the  enchanting  fidtion  of  Aricfto,  was  faid  to  have 
fallen ;  and  indeed  the  wildnefs  of  the  furround¬ 
ing  fcenery,  the  fublime  appearance  of  the  moun¬ 
tains,  the  fantaftic  forms,  and  the  gigantic  maffes 
of  the  rocks,  that  rife,  like  cliffs  and  ruins,  all 
around,  confpire  to  ftamp  this  place  as  a  proper 
theatre  for  the  reprefentation  of  fidlion. 

Scarcely  had  his  troops  time  to  breath,  after 
the  dangers  and  the  difficulties  they  had  encoun¬ 
tered,  when  they  were  again  called  to  oppofe  the 
Saxons,  vffio  had  extended  their  ravages  upon  the 
Rhine  as  far  as  Mayence  and  Cologne.  Witi- 
kind,  affifted  by  the  Danes,  had  obtained  many 

advantages : 
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A.  D.  advantages:  but  the  veteran  bands  of  Charles  fo 
feverely  retaliated  the  devaflations  that  had  been 
committed,  that  they  were  reluctantly  compelled 
to  a  temporary  tranquillity. 

-Si.  Apprehend  ve  that  his  fubjedts  beyond  the  Alps, 

accuftomed  to  the  prefence  of  their  Sovereigns, 
molefted  by  the  Huns  on  one  fide,  and  by  the 
depredations  of  the  Saracens  on  the  other,  might 
be  induced  to  receive  Adalgifus,  the  fon  of  their 
late  Sovereign,  as  their  protestor,  or  might  poffi- 
bly  elevate  fome  other  prince  to  the  throne ;  to 
obviate  fuch  an  event,  he  propofed  a  fourth  time 
to  repafs  the  mountains. 

The  feftival  of  Chriftmas  he  celebrated  at 
Pavia,  and  employed  himfelf  for  feveral  weeks 
in  the  regulation  of  the  internal  abufes  of  the 
government ;  he  from  thence  proceeded,  with  his 
third  wife,  Hermengarde,  and  his  two  younger 
fons,  to  the  capital  of  the  Papal  dominions.  He 
was  received  by  Adrian  with  all  the  honours  and 
refpecl  that  were  due  to  his  fovereign  and  to  his. 
benefactor  ;  he  baptized  on  Eafter-day  his  fecond 
fon,  Pepin,  whom  he  anointed,  and  crowned,  with 
his  younger  brother  Lewis,  the  Kings  of  Lom¬ 
bardy  and  Aquitaine.  To  Charles,  his  eldeft  fon, 
was  not  affigned  any  diftindt  inheritance,  deli- 
rous  to  have  him  always  near  his  perfon,  to  be 
the  divider  ot  his  cares,  as  he  was  tire  partaker 
of  his  glory. 


This 
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This  fplendid  ceremony  attracted  to  the  an-  a.  D. 
cient  city  of  the  world  an  immenfe.  concourfe  of 
people,  who  faw,  with  aftonilhment,  a  Prince  in 
the  meridian  of  his  life  adopt  fo  extraordinary  a 
diviflon  of  his  empire ;  unable  without  doubt  to 
penetrate  into  the  fyftem  of  politics  that  had 
made  it  necelfary:  but  Charles  comprehended  the 
advantages  that  would  refult  from  fuch  a  refolu- 
tion ;  confcious  that  he  fhould  h  mfelf  be  the 
foie  director,  he  flattered  himfelf  that  the  Ita¬ 
lians,  pleafed  with  the  prefence  of  their  King  and 
a  brilliant  Court,  would  bury  in  future  alle¬ 
giance,  the  remembrance  of  their  late  com¬ 
motions. 

Upon  his  return  to  France,  Lewis  wras  efla- 
blifhed  at  Orleans,  with  competent  and  diftin- 
guifhed  minifters  to  fuperintend  his  education, 
and  to  direct  his  government.  By  thefe  late  ar¬ 
rangements,  the  ancient  empire  of  the  Franks 
would  by  no  means  be  difmembered :  while  the 
two  kingdoms  which  he  had  afiigned  to  his 

y  o  o 

younger  fons,  feparated  by  the  tremendous 
boundaries  of  the  Alps,  and  the  more  tranquil 
diviflon  of  the  Loire,  he  imagined  might  rather 
add  to,  than  diminifh,  the  ftrength  of  the  va¬ 
rious  territories  of  the  fucceeding  Kings  of 
France.  But  fo  {hort-flghted  is  human  wif- 
dom,  that,  to  the  very  means  which  he  had  ap¬ 
plied  for  the  {lability  of  his  plans  of  aggrandife- 
ment,  the  extinction  of  his  race,  as  Sovereigns  of 
France,  vras  ultimately  owing. 


The 
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The  Duke  of  Bavaria,  whofe  averfion  to 
Charles  was  powerfully  encouraged  by  his  wife, 
the  daughter  of  Defiderius,  fo  foon  as  he  de¬ 
parted  from  Italy,  began  new  intrigues  in  that 
country,  and  prepared  within  his  own  domi¬ 
nions  to  difturb  his  prefent  tranquillity ;  but, 
from  the  penetrating  eye  of  the  French  Mo¬ 
narch,  it  was  fcarcely  probable  that  fuch  com¬ 
motions  fhould  be  concealed.  In  dread  of  his 
threatened  power,  with  the  remonftrances  of  the 
Pope,  the  reludtant  Taflilon  was  induced  to  bend 
to  the  will  of  his  rival :  he  renewed  his  homage, 
indignantly  returned  into  his  own  dominions, 
glowing  with  fhame  and  with  rage,  and  deter¬ 
mined  to  embrace  the  firft  opportunity  that  might 
promife  fuccefs  to  his  future  negociations. 

The  fhort  calm  that  fucceeded,  flattered  the 
King  with  a  refpite  from  fatigues  ;  a  circum- 
jftance  to  which  his  reign  had  hitherto  been  a 
ftranger.  At  a  Diet  which  he  held  in  the 
month  of  May,  while  advantageoufly  encamped 
upon  the  borders  of  tsne  Lippe,  the  Saxon  Chiefs 
renewed  their  oaths  of  fidelity  ;  the  Ambafladors 
of  Sigefroy,  the  Danifh  Monarch,  with  thofe  of 
the  Sovereign  of  the  Fluns,  or  the  Abares,  requeft- 
ing  his  friendfhip  and  alliance,  promifed  a  con¬ 
tinuation  of  that  definable  repofe;  but  no  fooner 
had  he  left  Germany,  than  this  pleafing  delufion 
vanifhed.  Witikind,  upon  his  departure,  re¬ 
turned  from  Denmark,  and  endeavoured  to  im- 
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prefs  upon  the  minds  of  the  Saxons  the  humilia-  a.  IX 
tion  to  which  their  adherence  to  the  do&rines  of  '-nrw 
the  Chriftian  faith  had  reduced  them  ;  that  their 
dependence  would  be  eternal,  being  the  more  dif- 
graceful,  as  it  was  a  reflection  upon  their  lives,  and 
an  infult  upon  their  confciences.  “  Were  ye  not 
“  free  under  your  own  religion  but  ye  mult  forego 
“  its  comforts,  and  renounce  its  benefits,  to  take 
"  up  that  of  the  imperious  conqueror,  by  whofe 
“  arms  you  have  been  fo  often  defeated,  and  be- 
“  neath  the  preflure  of  whofe  arbitrary  injunctions 
"  ye  are  now  difpofed  to  bend  ?  No  :  if  we  can- 
“  not  overwhelm  him  with  power,  let  us  have 
u  the  merit  at  leafl:  of  exerting  our  well-known 
“  valour,  and  bravely  defend  that  liberty  which 
“  is  fandtified  by  the  blood  of  our  anceftors.” 

Animated  by  the  elfufions  of  their  chief,  the 
Saxons  gathered  together  a  promifcqous  force, 
alledging,  as  their  motive  for  aflembling,  that 
they  meant  to  repel  an  inroad  of  the  Sclavo- 
nians:  but  this  flirnfy  difguife  was  too  eafily  feen 
through  by  their  vigilant  opponent.  Thierri,  his 
favoured  relation,  was  difpatched  with  a  powerful 
army  to  the  banks  of  the  Wefer :  the  generals 
united  in  the  command,  anxious  to  perform  fome 
event  of  confequence  before  his  arrival, — without 
his  aid,  and  in  oppofition  to  his  concurrence  and 
advice,  attacked  the  enemy,  encamped  upon  the 
declivity  of  Mount  Sontal,  and  fuftained,  in. 
confequence  of  their  imprudence,  fo  flgnal  a  de¬ 
feat. 
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A.  D.  feat,  that  very'  few  efcaped  to  join  their  com- 
mander  on  the  oppoiite  borders  of  the  river. 

Unaccuftomcd  to  difcomfiture,  and  aflem- 
bling  a  numerous  force,  the  Sovereign  of  the 
Franks  outwent  his  former  celerity,  and  with  a 
rapidity  fcarcely  credible,  breathing  revenge,  pe¬ 
netrated  into  Saxony.  His  name  alone  difperfed 
the  victorious  army :  the  Saxons  advanced  at  his 
approach  to  meet  him,  and  endeavoured  to  appeafe 
his  wrath  by  a  promife  of  returning  to  their  alle¬ 
giance,  but  which  was  not  to  be  foftened,  excepting 
by  a  furrender  of  their  chief,  who,  they  informed 
him,  had  again  retired  to  his  afylum  in  Den¬ 
mark.  “  If  Witikind  be  fled,”  replied  the  vin¬ 
dictive  conqueror,  “  his  accomplices  are  here” — • 
and  furrounding  the  defencelefs  multitude,  he 
ordered  four  thoufand  five  hundred,  who  had 
been  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Sontal,  to  be  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  little  river  Alte  near  the  Wefer, 
there  to  expiate  with  their  lives  the  difgrace  of  his 
arms ;  an  aCt  of  fuch  wanton  barbarity,  as  will 
for  ever  leave  a  ftigma  upon  his  name  and  cha¬ 
racter  !  How  difficult  is  it  to  reconcile  the  in¬ 
humanity  with  which  he  ever  perfecuted  this  un¬ 
fortunate  nation,  to  his  general  habits  of  domeftic 
life  !  Delighting  in  the  fociety  of  the  learned,  and 
living  in  confidence  and  friendffiip  with  Alcuin* 
a  prelate  diftinguifhed  for  ins  moderation  and 
piety,  and  addicted  as  he  himfelf  was  to  litera¬ 
ture,  the  natural  toother  of  vindictive  propenfities, 

and 
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and  the  infpirer  of  meeknefs  and  forgivenefs  ?  A 
generous  enemy  would  be  proud  to  reward  the 
ftruggles  of  virtue,  and  fhoold  chaftife  with  cau¬ 
tion  thofe  who,  vindicating  the  rights  of  man, 
affert  the  inherent  freedom  of  the  foul. 

This  remorfelefs  and  unexampled  feverity  ef¬ 
fected  not  that  ceffation  of  warfare  it  was  in¬ 
tended  to  procure ;  and  the  tw'o  following  years 
the  perfevering  Saxons,  more  juftly  exafperated, 
and  led  by  their  popular  chiefs  Witikind  and 
Albion,  allowed  not  the  French  Monarch  a  mo¬ 
ment’s  refpite  from  the  fatigues  of  the  field.  His 
ions,  whom  he  early  initiated  into  thefe  fcenes  of 
carnage,  followed  his  footfteps,  and  drenched  in 
blood  the  plains  of  Saxony.  Fortunately  arrefted 
in  his  defolating  courfe  by  fome  commotions  in 
Thuringia,  he  was  obliged  to  turn  his  attention  to 
that  quarter :  for,  had  he  purfued  the  meditated 
deflruCtion  his  refentment  had  infpired,  he  might 
have  foon  found  himfelf  a  fovereign  of  Germany, 
without  leaving  in  that  depopulated  country  a 
victim  for  his  fvvord. 

Difgufted  at  length  with  fcenes  of  horror,  ap- 
prehenfive  of  fome  domeftic  confpiracy,  or  af- 
failed  perhaps  by  compunction  for  the  multitudes 
he  had  deftroyed,  he  reverfed  his  former  plans, 
and  endeavoured  to  conciliate  their  good-will 
through  the  avenues  of  peace.  He  fent  fome  of 
the  molt  diftinguifhed  of  the  Saxon  prifoners  to 
prevail  upon  Witikind  and  Albion  to  repair  to 
his  court,  that  they  might  from  himfelf  be  con- 
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A.  D.  vinced  of  his  pacific  intentions,  and  fave  from 
deftrudtion  the  remains  of  their  perfecuted  na¬ 
tion.  They  ventured,  upon  receiving  proper 
pledges  for  their  fafety,  to  repair  to  Attigne 
upon  the  Aine,  where  they  were  treated  with 
confidence  and  favour.  He  commended  their 
patriotifm  fo  eminently  difplayed  in  the  fervice 
of  their  country,  and  demonftrated,  in  the  moft 
emphatic al  terms,  how  effentially  neceffary  it  was 
to  their  interefi  to  accept  of  his  proffered  peace 
and  protection.  Overcome  by  his  exhortations, 
and  impreffed  with  the  truths  he  delivered, 
they  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  converted  to 
Chriftianity :  having  been  baptized,  they  re¬ 
turned  into  their  country,  zealoufly  affifted  the 
progrefs  of  the  Gofpel,  and  preferved  fof  a  conli- 
derable  time  the  Saxons  in  a  fteady  obedience 
to  his  government. 

Releafed  at  length  from  this  deftru&ive  war, 
he  obliged  the  Bretons  to  fatisfy  the  tribute, 
which  they  had  negleCted  to  pay ;  and  he  over¬ 
awed  to  fubmiffion  and  tranquillity  the  Duke  of 
Bavaria,  whom  he  found  flill  intriguing  againft 
him. 

Having  paired  into  Italy,  he  fpent  his  Chrift- 
mas  in  the  city  of  Florence,  the  walls  of  which 
he  ordered  to  be  rebuilt,  and  from  thence  re¬ 
paired  to  Rome.  Received  by  the  populace  of 
that  country  as  their  father  and  proteClor,  he  was 
deafened  by  their  acclamations :  but  very  different 
was  the  impreffion  his  vifit  made  upon  the  Pope, 

and 
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and  upon  the  Nobility;  the  former  conceived  his  A 
fpiritual  dignity  abafed,  as  the  latter  felt  their  ^ 
confequence  eclipfed,  by  the  prefence  of  their 
Sovereign.  They  feared  the  penetrating  eye  of 
Charles  might  fee  through  thofe  fecret  plans, 
not  yet  ripe  for  execution,  that  had  been  forming 
againft  him  by  Adalgifus,  the  fon  of  Defiderius, 
fupported  by  the  Emprefs  Irene,  by  Aregifus  the 
Duke  of  Beneventum,  and  by  Taffilon  the  Duke 
of  Bavaria. 

Fully  informed  of  all  thefe  proceedings,  he 
contented  himfelf  with  the  fubmiffion  of  the 
Duke  of  Beneve'ntum  :  receiving  his  fons  as  hof- 
tages,  he  returned  to  him  the  eldeft ;  but  the 
youngeft,  Grimoalde,  he  retained,  treated  him 
with  affectionate  kindnefs,  and  beftowed  upon 
him  an  education  worthy  of  his  rank  in  life. 

The  generofity  of  this  conduCt  makes  it  ap¬ 
parent  that,  however  political  feverity  might  in¬ 
fluence  his  public  conduCt,  and  whatever  cruel 
propenfities  his  heart  too  frequently  encouraged, 
yet,  when  his  natural  reafon  was  allowed  to  ope¬ 
rate,  he  could  exhibit  a  difpofition  by  no  means 
inimical  to  the  fofter  impreffions,  but  open  to 
the  language  of  fentiment  and  mercy. 

Having  paiTed  the  mountains,  he  turned  his 
forces  againft  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  ;  three  for¬ 
midable  armies  prepared  to  furround  the  domi¬ 
nions  of  this  reftlefs  prince.  Encompaffed  by- 
dangers  he  found  himfc-lf  unable  to  oppofe,  he 
was  once  more  conftrained  to  fue  for  peace,  and 
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A*  D-  to  fubmit  to  the  humiliating  terms  impofed  by 
the  conqueror :  but  his  wounded  pride  induced 
him  again  to  renew  his  intrigues,  and  which  at 
length  confirmed  his  ruin.  Having  prevailed 
upon  Adalgifus,  and  the  Court  of  Conftantinople, 
to  difturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  empire  on  the 
Italian  fide ;  upon  the  Huns,  and  other  barba¬ 
rous  nations,  fituated  upon  the  borders  of  the 
Drave  and  Danube,  to  penetrate  into  Germany : 
the  better  to  co-operate  with  thefe  relpedtive 
powers,  he  was  himfelf  to  pour  his  forces  into 
France.  Misfortunes  too  frequently  awaken 
treachery  : — his  confidential  fervants  abufed  their 
truft,  and  made  a  full  difclofure  of  all  his  fecret 
plans  to  the  Gallic  Monarch.  Taffilon,  without 
a  fufpicion  of  the  danger  awaiting  him,  repaired 
to  the  enfuing  Diet  at  Ingelheim,  diflembling, 
by  this  external  pledge  of  duty,  his  fecret  views ; 
but  his  confidence  in  fafety  was  exchanged  for 
defpair,  when  with  his  fons  he  was  feized,  ar¬ 
raigned,  and  doomed  to  death,  although  a  fove- 
reign  Prince,  and  equally,  if  not  more  legally 
entitled  to  the  dominions  he  poflefled,  than  was 
the  implacable  Charles.  It  has  been  recorded  as 
an  inftance  of  his  moderation,  that  he  foftened 
the  rigour  of  their  fentence,  and  fuffered  them 
to  languifh  out  their  future  days  in  unavailing 
regret  and  mortification  in  the  monaftery  of  St. 
Goer,  near  Rhinesfield.  Policy  is  no  excufe  for 
injuftice ;  and  the  punifnment  of  a  whole  family 
for  the  guilt,  if  fuch  it  could  be  allowed,  of  an 
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individual,  is  equally  militant  againft  honour  and  A-  in¬ 
humanity.  By  this  event,  unjuftifiable  as  it  may  7g8. 
have  been,  the  already  extenlive  dominions  of 
France  were  enlarged  by  the  valuable  acquisition 
of  the  Dukedom  of  Bavaria. 

Severe  as  was  the  fate  of  the  unfortunate  Taf~ 
filon,  it  deterred  not  the  confederacy  he  had 
awakened  from  aroufing  itfelf  to  adtion.  The 
Barbarian  tribes,  faithful  to  their  engagements, 
poured  into  Germany  their  defultory  fcrength  : 
in  two  irruptions  they  were  defeated,  with  a  mo  ft 
cruel  carnage  ;  and  in  a  third  attempt,  in  which 
they  invaded  the  territories  of  the  Bavarians, 
they  were  repulfed,  and  fo  dreadfully  flaughtered, 
that  few  returned  to  relate  to  their  countrymen 
the  tale  of  their  misfortunes. 

This  year,  marked  as  it  was  by  fuccefs,  and 
fplendid  from  an  acceilion  of  territory,  added 
another  wreath  to  that  crown  of  glory  by  which 
the  temples  of  Charles  were  encircled.  Adalgi- 
fus,  with  a  Greek  army  and  a  naval  force,  in¬ 
vaded  the  territories  of  Pepin :  the  Duke  of 
Beneventum,  and  his  eldeft  fon,  funk  into  the 
grave  at  the  period  when,  forgetful  of  former 
favours,  they  were  preparing  to  unite  with  the 
enemies  of  the  King  of  France  :  and  here  he 
gave  an  example  of  juftice,  by  furrendering  to 
Grimoalde  the  domains  of  his  father,*  and  of 
magnanimity,  by  intrufting  to  his  zeal  the  van  of 
the  French  army.  The  meafure  juftified  his 
penetration:  the  enemy  were  totally  defeated,  the 
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A-  Greek  General  was  flain ;  and  by  this  event  the 
hopes  of  the  fon  of  Defiderius,  who  effected  his 
efcape,  were  for  ever  annihilated. 

The  welcome  news  of  this  vidory  was  the 
forerunner  of  a  fhort  period  of  tranquillity  :  with 
a,  heart  fatiated  with  conqueft,  and  panting  for 
the  bleftings,  as  the  leifures  of  peace,  his  active 
mind  was  ft  ill  bent  upon  employment.  To  a  life 
of  commotion  fucceeded  the  more  ufeful  cares  of 
dorneftic  order,  and  political  arrangement.  The 
hero  was  forgotten  in  the  legiflator ;  and  the 
value  of  time  was  appreciated  by  its  apolication 
to  ftudies  of  importance,  and  works  of  utility. 
The  remembrance  of  carnage  was  obliterated  by 
the  progrefs  of  fcience ;  and  the  duties  of  the 
cabinet  fuperfeded  the  conflicts  of  the  field.  He 
endeavoured,  by  wholefome  laws,  by  mild  yet 
reftridive  regulations,  to  prove  that,  in  a  fedulous 
and  faithful  attention  to  the  fafety  and  honour 
of  his  people,  he  wifned  to  make  atonement  for 
his  former  prodigality  of  blood.  Let  us  there¬ 
fore  dwell,  with  complacency,  upon  a  period  of 
hiftory  fo  honourable  to  himfelf,  and  fo  bene¬ 
ficial  to  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  his  peo¬ 
ple.  Under  thefe  reflexions,  we  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  forget  the  late  deftroyer  of  the  fpecies, 
and  acknowledge  that  here,  and  here  only,  Charles 
becomes  an  objed  of  importance  to  the  hiftory 
of  Europe,  an  example  worthy  of  the  imitation 
of  Princes,  and  ftands  forward  as  a  man  deferving 
the  refped  and  admiration  of  pofterity. 
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Upon  the  foundation  of  civil  polity  he  erecfled  A- 
for  himfelf  that  unfhaken  fabric  of  political 
glory,  that  ages  to  come  will  look  back  to  with 
reverence.  Perceiving  the  neceffity  of  forming 
an  efficient  government  in  thofe  provinces  which 
he  had  fubdued  ;  fo  foon  as  he  became  a  con¬ 
queror,  he  regulated  their  conftitution ;  and,  by 
adhering  as  much  as  poffible  to  their  ancient 
eftablifhments,  fecured  his  acquisitions,  and  con¬ 
ciliated  the  good  opinion  of  the  people.  He 
comprehended  with  an  eye  of  intuition,  the 
errors  that  had  given  rife  to  the  misfortunes 
of  preceding  reigns  :  to  remedy  their  defects,  he 
gave  fpirit  to  his  laws,  and  energy  to  his  de¬ 
crees,  by  being  the  judge,  and,  from  the  activity 
of  his  body,  the  executor  of  his  own  difpenfa- 
tions.  The  road  to  favour  was  through  the  la¬ 
borious  paths  of  induftry ;  remuneration  was  fure 
to  follow  thofe  who  directed  their  purfuits  to 
the  public  fervice :  fituation,  however  exalted, 
was  no  plea  for  idlenefs ;  for  the  molt  elevated,  as 
the  molt  humble,  were  equally  amenable  to  the 
decrees  ofjuftice;  properly  judging,  that  upon 
the  perfonal  fafety,  and  real  comfort  of  the  com¬ 
munity  at  large,  muft  ultimately  depend  the  fe- 
curity  and  profperity  of  the  throne. 

He  carefully  revifed  the  exifting  ftatutes ; 
new-modelled  fome,  reformed  others,  avoiding, 
where  he  could,  innovations  ;  aware  how  much 
the  general  mafs  of  people,  in  all  countries,  are 
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A.  D.  attached  to  local  manners,  and  to  domefiic 
cuftoms,  and  with  what  reludtance,  in  every  fitua- 
tion,  they  facrifice  in  age,  thofe  habits  which 
they  had  been  taught  to  venerate  in  youth. 
With  a  delicate  and  difcrimina  n .  hand  he 
gently  removed  the  fhoots  that  might  check  the 
growth  of  the  parent  tree :  to  pluck  them  with 
violence,  would  endanger  the  productive  ftem; 
whereas  a  gradual  culture  might  give  liability  to 
the  branches,  and  in  proper  time  produce  the 
delired  fruit. 

The  verfatility  of  his  genius,  the  vigour  of 
his  mind,  the  extent  of  his  faculties,  were  equally 
confpicuous  in  his  ufeful,  fplendid,  and  fublime 
undertakings.  The  public  roads  were  repaired, 
enlarged,  and  multiplied  ;  aqueducts  and  bridges 
were  conftru&ed  for  the  benefit  of  cities,  and 
the  accommodation  of  travellers  ;  and  rivers  were 
made  navigable,  for  the  eafe  of  tranfportation, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  commerce. 

In  the  moderate  feafons  of  the  year  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  field ;  in  the  gloom  of  the  winter 
months,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  fpring,  he 
held  his  general  affemblies,  and  prefided  over  the 
whole  legiflative  body  of  the  State :  it  was  at 
thefe  meetings  that  he  propounded  fuch  laws 
and  regulations  as  he  conceived  neceffary  to 
efiablifh  order,  and  cement  government ;  allow¬ 
ing  the  liberty  of  fpeech  to  all,  and  buffering 
every  individual  to  oppofe  his  fentiments,  and 

to 
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to  recommend  his  own  inftitutions.  Of  thefe  A- !>• 
inftruCtive  avocations,  plealing  as  they  are,  weuT^J 
mult  for  a  while  forego  the  enumeration,  and  ac¬ 
company  the  aCtive  warrior  to  the  field. 

The  Sclaves,  or  the  Sclavomans,  inhabiting  the 
coafts  of  the  Baltic  and  the  borders  of  the  Viftula, 
began  to  difturb  the  late  tranquillity  of  his 
dominions.  The  Wilfes,  a  diftinguifhed  tribe  of 
thofe  people,  who  were  more  immediately  fituated 
in  the  vicinage  of  Saxony,  were  the  firft  who 
felt  the  weight  of  his  refentment.  Having  con- 
ftruCted,  with  lingular  difpatch,  a  bridge  acrofs 
the  Elbe,  he  carried  his  devaluations  into  the 
heart  of  their  pofTeffions,  and  obliged  them  by 
the  celerity  of  his  motions,  and  the  vigour  of 
his  diciphne,  to  fubmit  to  his  pov'er  and  govern¬ 
ment,  The  Huns  now  poured  into,  and  threat¬ 
ened  deftrudtion  to,  Bavaria :  he  turned  his  arms 
to  oppofe  their  incurfions,  repelled  them  with 
flaughter,  and  penetrated  as  far  as  Raab  upon 
the  Danube;  ft,  reluctantly  compelled  by  an 
epidemic  diforder,  that  broke  out  among  his 
cavalry,  he  returned  into  his  own  dominions. 

As  a  conqueror,  the  operations  of  war,  and  the 
bloody  conflicts  of  viCtory,  made  but  a  faint 
imprellion  upon  the  mechanical  reflections  of 
Charles ;  but,  as  a  man,  he  was  fubjeCt  to  the 
common  feelings  of  humanity  :  and  his  mind 
was  aflailed,  at  this  period,  by  a  chagrin  more 
afflictive  and  unexpected  than  any  he  had  hitherto 
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A- D.  experienced. — While  repofi  g,  in  the  winter  fea- 
^£2?  f°n,  city  of  Ratifbon,  he  was  difturbed, 

in  the  awful  filence  of  the  night,  by  a  Lom¬ 
bard  Monk,  who  infilled  upon  an  immediate 
introduction,*  which  having  obtained,  he  dif- 
clofed  to  him  a  traitorous  defign  of  his  natural 
fon  Pepin,  furnamed  the  Hump-back,  not  only 
againft  his  crown  and  life,  but  againfl  that  of 
Faltrade  the  Queen,  and  his  three  legitimate  fons. 
Upon  this  unwelcome  recital,  the  Prince  was 
immediately  ordered  to  be  arrefied,  with  the  chief 
confpirators  :  their  guilt  having  been  unequivo¬ 
cally  proved,  his  accomplices  were  condemned  to 
fuffer  death;  while  himfelf,  the  principal  delin¬ 
quent,  atoned  for  his  intended  parricide  by  the 
feverities  of  a  cloifcer,  and  by  the  bitternefs  of 
his  future  reflections. 

In  the  next  year  the  Duke  of  Beneventum,  re- 
gardlefs  of  his  former  obligations  to  his  bene¬ 
factor,  excited  a  tumult  in  the  dominions  of  the 
King  of  Italy ;  but  the  timely  afliftance  of  Lewis, 
his  brother,  checked  the  fpirit  of  revolt,  and 
again  rcltored  tranquillity  to  his  dominions. 

The  Abares,  fo  lately  humbled,  again  more 
formidable  than  ever,  endeavoured  by  defperate 
refolution  to  recover  their  late  lofies,  and  to  pre¬ 
fer  ve  the  independency  they  yet  poffeffed.  Aware 
of  their  fpirit  and  their  firength,  Charles,  to  op- 
pofe  their  future  incurfions,  projected  the  ftupen- 
dous  plan  of  uniting  the  Danube  with  the  Rhine ;  a 
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meafure  which  would  have  given  him  a  more  eafy  a.  D. 
entrance  into  their  country,  befides  the  advan- 
tages  that  would  naturally  accrue  to  the  internal 
commerce  of  his  dominions:  from  this  fplendid 
idea  his  attention  was  diverted,  by  a  general  re¬ 
volt  of  the  Saxons,  who  defeated  and  deftroyed 
an  army  commanded  by  Thierri,  his  favourite 
general,  then  preparing  to  join  him,  in  his  opera¬ 
tions  againft  the  Huns.  This  difgrace  was  bit¬ 
terly  enhanced  by  the  fuccefs  of  the  Moors  of 
Spain,  the  moll  powerful  and  enlightened  people 
of  the  age,  who  had  driven  out  his  officers,  and 
penetrated  into  Languedoc  ;  but  to  the  zeal  and 
condud  of  his  foils,  he  left  the  fecurity  of  that 
part  of  his  dominions,  and  determined  himfelf  to 
chaftife  the  revolt  and  incurfions  of  the  Saxons 
and  Abares. 

Before  the  intended  expedition,  he  convened  a 
general  Council  of  the  Italian,  French,  and  Ger¬ 
man  Clergy ;  they,  with  two  of  the  Legates  of  the 
Pope,  alTembled  at  Frankfort,  to  oppofe  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  Felix  and  Eliphantus,  two  Spaniffi  Bi- 
Ihops,  who  had  advanced  that  “  jefus  Chnft  was 
“  the  fon  of  God  only  by  adoption.”  Con¬ 
formably  to  the  opinion  of  the  Gallic  Monarch, 
they  condemned  the  herefy ;  and  he  notified  to 
the  church  of  Spain,  that  “  what  he  had  deter- 
“  mined  they  mull  believe.” — At  the  fame  period 
he  caufed  the  Carolin  books  to  be  compofed  in 
oppofition  to  the  ads  of  the  fecond  Council  of 

Nice, 
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A.  D.  Nice,  which  Adrian  the  Firft  had  tranfmitted  to 
him,  and  which  he  conlidered  as  impious,  from 
an  expreffion  therein  contained,  refpedting  the 
“  adoration  of  images  moreover,  inhfting  that 
the  Pope  fnould  excommunicate  Irene,  and  her 
fon,  the  Emperor  of  the  Eaft,  that  princefs  having 
reftored  the  worfhip  of  images.  The  Holy  Father 
however  artfully  appeafed  the  zeal  of  Charles. 

The  convention  thus  terminated,  he  fent  Flenry 
Duke  of  Friuli,  and  his  fon  Pepin,  againft  the 
Huns,  who  almoft  extirpated  that  valiant  nation. 
Their  country  was  given  up  to  the  fword  ;  and 
Ringa,  the  capital,  was  deftroyed,  with  ail  their 
towns  from  Raab  to  the  Drave:  in  one  decisive 
engagement  fixty  thoufand  men,  with  Vitzan_their 
King,  and  the  principal  Nobility,  were  left  upon 
the  field  of  battle.  This  beautiful  province  was 
completely  defolated ;  the  unfortunate  inhabitants, 
fcatrered  and  difmayed,  fought  a  refuge  beyond 
the  Teiffe  :  thefe  cruel  ravages  were  rewarded 
with  the  immenfe  and  accumulated  fpoils,  the 
tokens  of  many  victories  formerly  obtained  over 
the  Roman  arms,  in  the  better  days  of  their  good 
fortune  and  independency.  One  Canton  alone 
fubmitted,  with  Theodad,  their  chief ;  and,  from 
this  fatal  period,  they  were  no  more  diifinguifhed 
as  a  nation. 

The  humiliation  of  the  Saxons,  in  concert  with 
Charles  his  eideft  fon,  he  determined  to  effedh — in 
vain  had  he  endeavoured  to  civilize  them  :  he 

had. 


THF  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


173 


had  tranfplanted  French  families  into  Germany,  a.  D. 
and  prieds  to  inftrudt  them  in  the  doctrines  of ' — 
Chridianity :  they  drove  out  the  miflionaries ;  797' 
and  he  had  the  mortification  to  find  that,  in  all 
their  conventions,  they  confidered  them  only 
binding  fo  long  as  they  had  not  the  ability  to 
infringe  them:  nor  can  we  be  furprized  at  the 
inveterate  hatred  they  entertained  againfi  his  per- 
fon  and  government,  when  we  refledt  upon  his 
inhuman  maffacres,  the  peculiar  feverity  of  the 
code  of  laws  purpofely  framed  for  the  Saxons" 
and  which  were  fo  different  from  thofe  that  had 
been  conceded  to  his  other  fubjedls.  Thefe  cir- 
cumdances,  duly  weighed,  will  rather  excite  our 
admiration  at  the  perfevering  and  confident 
druggies  they  made  for  their  independency,  and 
lead  us  to  lament,  with  the  pang  of  fenfibility, 
that  thefe  generous  efforts  were  fo  effectually, 
and  fo  cruelly  repreffed ;  for  by  one  indifcrimi- 
nate  daughter  the  redding  and  the  unredding 
were  equally  cut  off,  by  the  vengeance  of  his 
powerful  and  unrelenting  arm. 

To  propagate  a  religion  by  blood,  and  to 
exterminate  one  half  of  the  inhabitants  of  a 
country  to  make  the  other  profelytes,  is  one  of 
thofe  frenzies  of  the  human  mind  which  cannot 
be  reconciled  to  necedity  or  reafon  :  the  fangui- 
nary  records  of  Barbaric  hidory  diould  open  the 
eyes  of  educated  man  to  blad  an  opinion  fo  de- 
drudtive  and  facrilegious.  Reformations,  to  be 
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A.  D.  falutary,  fhould  be  effected  by  perfuafion,  not 
by  force,  as  conviction  but  feldom  follows  con- 
ftraint.  The  primitive  profeffors  of  the  Gof- 
pel,  only  breathe  the  fpirit  of  peace,  of  meeknefs, 
and  of  pardon;  and  adverting  to  this  doctrine, 
in  what  light  can  we  view  the  conduct  of  Charles, 
but  as  an  execrable  deftroyer  of  the  human  fpe- 
cies  ?  Germany,  to  this  hour,  has  reafon  to  curfe 
the  rigours  of  his  conquefts,  which  depopulated 
fo  large  a  portion  of  Europe.  How  difficult,  how 
painful  is  it,  to  affiociate  the  legiflator,  ena&ing 
mild  and  beneficial  laws  in  the  peaceful  affem- 
blies  of  his  people,  with  the  difturber  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  tranquillity,  the  ufurper  of  the  rights  of  others, 
and  the  barbarous  executioner  of  his  fellow-crea¬ 
tures  !  Yet  thefe  contradidions  exifted  in  his  per- 
fon,  melancholy  and  difgufting  as  it  is  for  us  to 
be  obliged  to  record  them  I 

Allured  by  the  beauty  of  its  fituation,  and  the 
falubrious  quality  of  its  baths,  in  which  he  much 
delighted,  he  now  fixed  upon  Aquis  Granenfis,  or 
Aix  in  the  Duchy  of  Juliers,  as  the  fpot  upon 
which  he  intended  in  future  to  refide,  and  Avhich 
he  meant  to  eftablifh  the  feat  of  his  empire  :  his 
hours  of  leifure  were  amufed  by  adorning  his  new 
city  with  large  and  magnificent  buildings,  and 
by  rendering  it  every  way  equal  to  the  accom¬ 
modation  of  a  powerful  and  a  brilliant  Court. 

The  death  of  Adrian,  who  was  fucceeded  in  the 
Papal  Chair  by  Leo  the  Third,  was  feverely  and 
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affectionately  felt  by  the  French  Monarch;  and  A.  D. 
he  expreffed  his  concern,  in  a  copy  of  Latin 
verfes  compofed  exprefsly  for  the  occafion.  The 
new  Pontiff  highly  gratified  his  vanity,  by  con¬ 
veying  to  him  the  notice  of  his  elevation,  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  ftandard  of  Rome,  and  the 
keys  of  Saint  Peter,  requefting  that  he  would 
accept  of  the  allegiance  of  the  Roman  people,  as" 
Patrician  and  Protestor  of  the  Holy  See. 

This  fplendid  embaffy,  fatisfaCtory  as  it  wTas, 
met  with  alloy  from  the  piracies  of  the  Normans, 
upon  his  maritime  provinces,  and  were  confi- 
derably  aggravated  by  unexpected  commotions 
in  Italy. 

The  nephews  of  the  late  Pope,  confpiring 
againft  Leo,  had  incited  the  Romans  to  infult  the 
perfon  of  the  Holy  Father,  who  with  difficulty 
efcaped  the  fury  of  his  affailants,  and  fought  for 
protection  and  red  refs  at  the  feet  of  the  Gallic 
Monarch,  then  at  Padderborn  :  the  humble  fup- 
pliant  was  received  with  the  refpeCt  due  to  his 
facred  office  ;  wras  lent  back  to  Rome  with  a 
numerous  and  a  refpeCtable  efcort,  and  with  the 
folemn  affurance  of  a  fpeedy  and  effectual  retri¬ 
bution.  Having  provided,  in  the  beft  manner 
that  prudence  could  indicate,  for  the  fecurity  of 
his  coafts,  he  held  a  general  Diet  at  Mentz,  and 
then  palTed  the  mountains,  to  affure  the  inful  ted 
Pontiff  of  the  fincerity  of  his  promifed  engage¬ 
ments. 


About 
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A-  About  the  clofe  of  the  autumn  he  arrived  at 
800.  Rome :  after  feveral  days  of  private  conference 
with  Leo,  in  which,  to  judge  from  political  caufes, 
their  refpedtive  interefts  were  calmly  balanced, 
and  the  plan  of  negociation  adopted,  which  was 
to  be  afterwards  purfued,  a  general  affembly  of 
Bifhops  and  Nobles  was  convoked  :  the  accufa- 
tions  againft  the  Pope  were  adduced ;  but  they 
refufed  to  fit  in  judgment  againft  one  “  who,” 
they  alledged,  “  was  not  amenable  to  a  mortal 
**  tribunal.”  Plis  Holinefs  then  arofe,  and  fo- 
lemnly  denied  the  crimes  of  which  he  had  been 
arraigned  by  the  turbulent  inftigators  of  the  for¬ 
mer  tumult  :  his  alfeveration  was  deemed  a  fuffi- 
cient  proof  of  his  innocence ;  his  accufers  were 
condemned  to  death ;  but  here  his  clemency  ar- 
refted  the  feverity  of  their  fate  ;  and,  at  his  inter- 
ceflion,  their  fentence  was  commuted  into  banifh- 
ment. 

Strange  as  was  this  fcene,  it  was  followed,  at 
the  celebration  of  Chriftmas-day,  by  one  of  a 
more  extraordinary  nature.  While  employed  in 
his  devotional  duties  at  the  altar  of  the  me¬ 
tropolitan  church  of  St.  Peter,  the  Pope  ad¬ 
vanced  with  reverence,  and  placing  the  imperial 
diadem  upon  his  head,  the  people,  with  a  general 
burft  of  applaufe,  cried  out,  “  Long  live  Charles 
“  the  Great,  the  pious  Emperor  of  the  Romans!” 
From  hence  he  was  led  to  a  magnificent  throne, 
provided  for  the  occafion :  when  upon  this  feat 
of  pre-eminence,  Leo  invefted  him  with  the 
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mantle,  and  paid  him  thofe  honours  which  had  A  D. 
been  received  by  the  Roman  Emperors  from  his  '7^'° 
predeceffors.  After  this  auguft  ceremony,  he 
returned  to  his  palace,  armdft  the  fhouts  of  the 
furrounding  populace,  exchanging  his  former  ap¬ 
pellation  for  the  more  diftinctive  one  of  Charles 
the  Great*  or  Charlemagne. 


CHAPTER  X. 


FROM  THE  ELEVATION  TO  THE  DEATH  OF 
CHARLEMAGNE. 


Congratulatory  embaffies  to  Charlemagne — Irene  depofed  in 
the  Eaitern  Empire- — Succeeded  by  Nicephorus — Godfrey, 
King  of  the  Normans,  inftigates  the  Saxons  to  revolt — Peace 
reftored  in  Saxony — Charlemagne  divides  his  dominions  be¬ 
tween  his  fons,  Charles,  Pepin,  and  Lewis — Succefs  of 
Godfrey — Is  affaffinated — Deaths  of  Pepin,  Rotrude,  and 
Charles — Bernard  fuccecds  his  father  Pepin  in  Italy — Affo- 
ciation  of  Lewis  with  Charlemagne  in  the  Imperial  dignity — • 
Death  of  the  Emperor — His  character. 


rEVER  flrongly  may  be  reprefented  by 
his  fecretary  Eginard,  the  indifference,  and  even 
reluctance  with  which  he  received  thefe  fplendid 
honours,  yet  it  is  certain  that  he  would  not  fuffer, 
upon  any  occafion,  his  newly-acquired  title  to  be 
difpenfed  with  :  affecting  the  drefs  and  the  orna- 
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A.  D.  merits  of  the  ancient  Emperors,  he  took  the  Ro~ 
man  eagle  for  his  device,  but  diftinguifhed  from 
that  by  two  heads  as  emblematical  of  the  prodi¬ 
gious  extent  of  his  various  dominions,  and  which 
has  continued  to  be  the  armorial  bearing  of  the 
empire  from  that  period  to  the  prefent  day. 

Should  his  right  to  thefe  perfonal  diftindtions 
be  examined,  it  may  be  deduced  from  the  volun¬ 
tary  confent  of  the  Roman  people,  who,  by  this 
open  adt  of  renunciation,  withdrew  every  fhadow 
of  allegiance  from  the  Emperors  of  the  Eaft  : 
they  had  long  been  unable  to  afford  them  pro¬ 
tection,  and  were  therefore  undoubtedly  at  li¬ 
berty  to  elect  one  whofe  power  was  fully  efficient, 
to  fupport  their  dignity,  and  repel  the  attacks  of 
their  furrounding  enemies.  However  inftrumen- 
tal  they  might  have  been  in  the  elevation  of 
Charlemagne  to  the  imperial  throne,  yet  it  may 
be  eafily  obferved  that,  by  his  fteady  and  affec¬ 
tionate  attachment  to  the  perfon  of  Leo,  he  ra¬ 
ther  confidered  that  to  him  only  was  due  the 
honour  of  his  exaltation. 

The  Court  of  the  new  Emperor  was  dignified, 
upon  his  return,  by  the  embaffy  of  feveral  na¬ 
tions  fent  to  congratulate  him  upon  his  late  hor- 
nours  :  among  the  mod:  diftinguifhed,  were  the 
Ambalfadors  from  Conftantinople  and  Bagdad; 
the  former  deputed  by  Irene,  who,  adluated  by 
a  delire  to  preferve  her  Italian  provinces,  was 
anxious  to  fecure  his  friendfhip,  and  offered  to 
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Unite  the  empires  by  the  proffer  of  her  hand.  a.  D. 
This  criminal  and  ambitious  woman  had,  fome 
time  fince,  occafioned  the  death  of  her  foil  Con- 
ffantine,  by  depriving  him  of  fight;  and  reflecting 
upon  her  precarious  lituation,  detefted  as  fhe  was 
in  her  own  dominions,  and  aware  of  the  rapid 
progrefs  of  the  power  of  her  rival  in  dignity,  fhe 
flattered  herfelf  that,  in  his  formidable  fupport 
fhe  fliould  be  enabled  to  preferve  her  authority: 
but  this  artful  negociation  haftened  her  ruin; 
fhe  was  driven  from  the  throne  by  Nicephorus, 
her  fucceffor  to  the  purple,  and  foon  after  found 
her  merited  fate  in  Mytelene,  the  place  of  her 
confinement.  The  Greek  Emperor  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  titles  that  had  been  lately  conferred 
upon  the  Gallic  Monarch,  and  made  an  amica¬ 
ble  fettlement  of  the  boundaries  of  their  refpec- 
tive  dominions. 

The  Caliph  of  the  Arabs,  Aaron  Rachid,  whofe 
feat  of  government  had  been  transferred  by  his 
predeceffor  from  Damafcus  to  Bagdad,  was  a 
prince  as  confpicuous  in  the  Eaft  as  Charle¬ 
magne  had  now  become  diftinguifhed  in  the 
Weft  ;  but  the  Arabian  nation  were  confiderably 
advanced  before  the  fubjeCts  of  the  Emperor,  not 
only  in  the  acquirement  of  knowledge,  but  had, 
brought  the  cultivation  of  the  liberal  arts  to  a 
confiderable  degree  of  perfection.  With  the  pre- 
fent  of  a  ftriking  clock,  of  peculiar  and  inge¬ 
nious  mechanifm,  the  Eaftern  Sovereign  flat- 

N  2  tered 
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A.  D.  tered  the  zeal  of  the  Catholic  Monarch  by  the 
furrender  of  the  facred  places  in  Jerufalem,  al¬ 
ready  the  refort  of  innumerable  pilgrims. 

From  the  enjoyment  of  the  full  extent  of 
human  profperity,  he  was  interrupted  by  the 
threatened  invafion  of  Godfrey  the  King  of  the 
Normans,  and  who  had  excited  the  Saxons, 
once  more,  to  a  revolt.  Charlemagne,  directed 
by  a  better  policy  than  he  had  formerly  ob- 
ferved,  j-emoved  feveral  thoufand  families  of  the 
Northern  Saxons  into  Flanders,  Switzerland,  and 
Picardy ;  tranfplanted  into  the  fertile  domains  of 
Saxony,  the  Abrodites,  who  had  been  ever  faith¬ 
ful  to  his  government :  he  eftablifhed  a  fevere 
inquifition  for  the  remainder  of  thofe  whofe 
reftlefs  difpofitions  had  fo  frequently  diflurbed 
his  tranquillity,  and  by  laws  of  uncommon  rigour 
at  length  effectually  humbled  the  fpirit  of  that 
valiant  people.  The  Norman  chief,  refpedable 
for  his  abilities,  and  formidable  for  the  ferength 
of  his  arms,  perceiving  that  atftive  preparations 
had  been  made  to  oppofe  his  attacks,  defifled 
from  his  intended  enterprife,  and  readily  entered 
into  terms  of  pacification. 

Thefe  affairs  happily  concluded,  the  Emperor 
fummoned  a  general  Diet  at  Thionville,  where, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  affi fling  members, 
he  divided  his  dominions  between  his  three  fons, 
refervfng  to  himfelf  a  full  authority  over  them  in 
their  refpective  dominions ;  an  example  of  im¬ 
policy 
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policy  derived  from  Clovis,  and  to  which  may  A 
perhaps  be  attributed  both  the  extinction  of  his  ^ 
line,  and  the  inftability,  and  at  length  the  ruin  of 
that  of  the  Carlovingian. 

Imitating  the  perfevering  activity  of  their 
father,  his  fons  were  continually  in  the  field. 
The  Saracens  in  Catalonia,  over  wrhom  he  was  in 
general  fuccefsful,  gave  full  employment  to  the 
arms  of  Lewis.  The  reftlefs  difpolition  of  the 
Italians,  with  the  intrigues  of  the  Greeks,  and 
the  frequent  invafion  of  the  Saracens,  excited 
the  vigilance  of  Pepin  ;  and  the  Sclavonians, 
Sorabians,  and  Bohemians,  called  into  action  the 
refiftlefs  force  of  Charles.  But  in  the  Normans 
the  Emperor  found  an  enemy  not  fo  eafily  re¬ 
pelled.  Godfrey,  the  valiant  leader  of  a  nation 
of  warriors,  and  highly  diftinguifhed  for  mili¬ 
tary  talents,  well  apprized  of  the  dangerous  en¬ 
croachment  of  the  arms  of  his  diftinguifhed  op¬ 
ponent,  was  unwilling  to  fee  him  exert  a  fove- 
reignty  over  territories  fo  nearly  adjoining  to  his 
own :  regardlefs  of  his  recent  treaty,  he  had  en¬ 
tered  into  the  dominions  of  the  Abrodites,  and 
fpread  his  devaluations  as  far  as  the  borders  of 
the  Elbe.  He  was  repulfed  by  the  Imperial  ge¬ 
nerals,  but  continued  to  employ  the  circumfpec- 
tion  of  the  Gallic  Monarch,  during  the  fpace  of 
this  and  the  next  year,  and  even  threatened  to 
lead  his  troops  to  the  walls  of  Aix-la-Chapelle. 
Equal  in  condud  as  in  valour,  the  wily  Norman 

N  3  direded 
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A*  D.  directed  his  defigns  to  another  quarter ;  embarked 
gC9>  a  confiderable  force  in  a  numerous  fleet,  and 
reduced,  with  a  celerity  as  fuccefsful  as  unex¬ 
pected,  the  iflands  on  the  coaft  of  Friezland :  from 
thence  making  a  defcent  u  on  the  Continent,  he 
defeated  the  armies  which  were  Rationed  in  thofe 
provinces,  and  purfued  without  moleftation  the 
torrent  of  his  victories.  Animated  by  the  fuccefs 
of  his  invafion,  he  avowed  an  ambitious  defire 
to  meet  his  opponent,  and  to  determine  per¬ 
sonally  the  fuperiority  of  their  courage  and  dif- 
cipline. 

To  oppofe  his  inroads,  Charlemagne  found 
himfell  obliged  to  aroufe  his  utmoft  activity  i 
advancing  with  his  army  to  the  confluence  of 
the  Aife  and  the  Wefer,  he  there  awaited  the 
approach  of  the  northern  powers  ;  and  here,  the 
molt  flgnal  of  his  life,  his  better  fortune  prevailed* 
where  his  prowefs  might  have  been  ineffectually 
exerted,  to  fave  the  empire  from  a  determined 
leader  and  a  fuperior  force.  Godfrey  was  affaffi- 
nated  in  his  camp  by  a  domeftic  confpiracy; 
his  followers  haftily  re-embarked;  and  the  fon 
of  the  Norman  King,  not  aifeCtmg  a  life  of  tumult 
and  contention,  was  willing  to  forego  the  con- 
quefcs  of  his  father,  and  to  flieath  his  fword  ill 
peace. 

To  the  mind  of  Charlemagne  the  fortunate 
termination  of  thefe  menaced  evils  would  have 
proved  highly  gratifying,  had  they  not  been  fe- 

v^rely 
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verely  allayed  by  the  melancholy  experience  of  A.  D. 
domeftic  calamities.  His  firft  affli&ion  arofe^’T*' 

i  o  I  o  - 1 2 1 

from  the  death  of  the  King  of  Italy,  a  prince 
whom  he  as  highly  valued  for  his  abilities,  as 
he  had  been  dear  to  his  heart  by  his  dutiful  obe¬ 
dience  to  his  government,  and  the  warm  and 
affectionate  attention  he  had  ever  fhewn  his  per- 
fon  and  intereft.  Pepin  had  for  fome  years  been 
employed  againft  the  Saracens  and  the  Vene¬ 
tians  :  a  defeat  which  he  fuftained  from  the  arms 
of  the  latter,  was  fuppofed  to  have  had  a  de- 
fponding  effect  upon  his  mind,  and  to  have 
haftened  his  lamented  end.  This  melancholy 
privation  was  foon  followed  by  that  of  his  fa¬ 
vourite  daughter,  Rotrude,  whom  he  is  repre- 
fented  to  have  ^bewailed  with  an  energy  of  grief 
inconfiftent  with  the  dignity  of  his  character. 

Let  not  the  cold  breaft  of  apathy  prefume  to 
prefcribe  bounds  to  the  feelings  of  a  parent ;  but 
firft  learn  fenfibility,  before  it  dare  arraign  thofe 
tender  fentiments  which  are  interwoven  with  our 
natures,  and  which  draw  the  line  between  man 
and  the  animals  of  the  brute  creation  :  from  in- 
ftindt  the  latter  mourn,  but  reafon  fandtifies  the 
borrows  of  the  firft. 

The  lofs  of  Charles,  his  eldeft  fon,  who  for  the 
fpace  of  twenty  years  had  been  the  companion  of 
his  victories  and  the  confolation  of  his  cares, 
completed  the  meafure  of  his  domeftic  affliction; 
yet  the  natural  vigour  of  his  mind  was  not  wholly 
fubdued  by  the  poignancy  of  the  alfault. 

N  4  Sacred 
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A.  D,  Sacred  be  the  private  forrows  of  the  parent ;  but 
tcrf:v^,can  the  reflective  reader  forbear  calling  back  an 
eye  upon  the  myriads  flaughtered  by  the  unre¬ 
lenting  rigour  of  his  arms,  fufceptible  as  he 
himfelf  was  of  human  affliction  !  Should  he  not 
have  considered  that  he  was  as  an  individual  in 
the  general  mafs  of  fufferers,  and  that,  where  one 
domeftic  pang  might  be  brought  home  to  his 
own  heart,  his  fanguinary  refentment  had  been 
the  caufe  of  parental  mifery  perhaps  to  thou- 
fands  ? 

The  King  of  Italy  had  left  fix  children,  Bar¬ 
nard  and  five  daughters.  The  former,  an  in¬ 
fant  and  illegitimate,  was  yet  appointed  by  the 
Emperor  the  fuccefibr  of  his  father;  he  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  care  of  Walla,  a  favoured  relation, 
and  who  accompanied  him  to  Milan,  to  protect 
his  territories  from  the  depredations  of  the  Sara¬ 
cens,  the  Greeks,  and  Grimoalde,  the  Duke  of 
Beneventum :  this  he  effected ;  the  two  former 
withdrew,  and  the  latter  gladly  purchafed  peace 
by  the  payment  of  a  confiderable  annual  tribute. 

From  the  multiplicity  of  bufinefs,  the  recent 
calamities  and  the  Ion"  continued  fatigues  which 
had  marked  his  aCtive  life,  the  conftitution  of 
Charlemagne,  notwithftanding  its  natural  vigour, 
began  vifibly  to  decline  ;  the  infirmities  of  age 
alfo  imprefied  upon  his  mind  the  futility  of  em¬ 
pire,  and  the  ffiort  duration  of  human  life. 
Unable  to  move  in  that  bufy  fphere  in  which 

he 
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'he  had  occupied  fo  diftinguifhed  a  place,  his  un-  a.  d. 
broken  fpirit  ftill  illuminated  the  more  tranquil  •— * — 
confutations  of  the  palace.  Ambitious  that  his 
riling  and  meridian  fun  Ihould  retain  a  fplendor, 
even  in  its  fetcing  rays,  his  provident  attention 
was  directed  to  the  prefervation  of  thofe  fignal 
advantages  which  the  fuperiority  of- his  genius 
had  acquired.  He  fecured  his  maritime  pro¬ 
vinces  againft  the  depredations  of  the  Normans ; 
concluded  the  negociations  for  peace  begun  in 
the  preceeding  year  with  that  people,  and  re¬ 
newed  with  Michael  the  alliance  formed  with  his 
predecelfor  Nicephorus,  in  the  EafL 

Senlible  of  his  declining  rtrength,  he  was  de- 
lirous  to  fecure  to  his  only  furviving  fon  that 
empire  which  he  had,  with  a  life  of  toil  and  dif¬ 
ficulty,  fo  glorioully  eftablilhed.  He  fent  for 
Lewis  from  Aquitaine,  and,  with  the  unanimous 
confent  of  the  Prelates  and  Nobles,  alfociated 
him  with  himfelf  in  the  Imperial  dignity.  The 
ceremony  was  performed,  with  unufual  folemnity 
and  magnificence,  in  the  chapel  which  he  had 
before  eredted,  and  from  which  rtrudture  his  fa¬ 
vourite  city  has  obtained  the  name  of  Aix-la- 
Chapelle.  Having  placed  the  diadem  upon  the 
altar,  he  flrenuoufly,  and  with  pathetic  energy, 
exhorted  him  to  confider  the  nature  and  the 
magnitude  of  the  charge  with  which  he  was 
about  to  be  inverted ;  to  remember,  that  although 

his 
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A.  D.  his  temples  were  encircled  with  the  diadem, 
he  was  ftill  a  mere  mortal,  equally  expofed  to 
the  fame  paflions,  and  liable  to  the  fame  weak-* 
neffes  as  the  moft  humble  of  his  Subjects.  He 
conjured  him  to  prove  himfelf  the  zealous  de¬ 
fender  of  the  church,  to  be  equitable  and  con¬ 
fident  in  the  adminiftration  of  jufiice,  the  pro¬ 
tector  of  his  family,  and  the  father  of  his  people. 
After  enumerating  the  various  duties  that  he 
owed  to  his  fiation,  he  aiked  him  in  a  manly,  and 
in  a  decifive  tone  of  voice,  tc  if  he  would  pledge 
“  himfelf  to  govern  according  to  the  maxims  he 
“  had  juft  laid  down  ?”  Lewis  replied,  “  that  it 
“  fhould  be  the  pride  and  the  glory  of  his  reign 
“  to  obey  all  his  injunctions,  and  reverence  the 
“  memory  of  fuch  a  parent.”  He  then  com¬ 
manded  him  to  take  the  crown,  and  to  place  it 
upon  his  head,  thereby  intimating  that  he  held  it 
independently  of  any  earthly  power,  forefeeing 
probably  that  encroaching  authority  fo  fhortly 
afterwards  afiumed  by  the  fuecelfors  of  St.  Peter 
in  the  Pontifical  Chair. 

From  this  period  until  the  clofe  of  his  life,  if 
we  except  a  trifling  disturbance  from  the  Moors  in 
his  Italian  dominions,  his  mind  was  only  occupied 
in  the  promotion  of  his  domeftic  and  ecclefiafti- 
cal  eftabliftiments,  with  the  tranquil  amufement  of 
encouraging  the  Sciences,  and  adorning  his  palace ; 
when,  in  the  month  of  January,  as  he  was  leaving 
the  bath,  he  was  feized  with  a  fever,  and,  neglect- 
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ing  the  firft  attack  of  his  diforder,  it  turned  to  a  a.  D. 
pleurify  that  baffled  the  fkill  of  his  phyficians. 

He  knew  his  danger ;  and  the  laft  hours  of  his 
life  were  fpent  in  preparation,  to  meet  with  re- 
lignation  and  fortitude  his  approaching  end.  On 
the  twenty-eighth  day  of  the  fame  month  he  was 
confcious  of  his  immediate  diflblution ;  his  fpirits 
became  more  and  more  faint,  and  his  itruggles 
were  accompanied  by  a  low  and  impreflive  iigh, 
that  breathed  out  the  following  pious  ejaculation, 

4‘  Into  thine  hands,  O  Lord,  I  commit  my  fpirit.’* 

And  thus,  in  the  fhort  period  of  eight  days  illnefs, 
the  illuftrious  Charlemagne  clofed  his  mortal 
career,  in  the  feventy-firft  year  of  his  age,  the 
forty-feventh  of  his  reign,  and  the  fourteenth 
from  his  acceflion  to  the  imperial  crown.  He 
was  interred  in  the  church  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  : 
a  triumphant  arch  was  eredted  over  his  remains ; 
and  a  fhort  epitaph  intimated  that  “  Here  lie  the 
“  mortal  remains  of  the  immortal  Charlemagne.’ * 

He  had  five  legitimate  wives :  the-  firft  was  a 
French  lady,  to  whom  his  father  had  united  him, 
and  whom  he  repudiated,  to  take  Defiderata,  the 
daughter  of  Defidenus;  Hildegarde,  the  daughter 
of  the  Duke  of  Suabia,  was  the  third  ;  Faftrade, 
the  daughter  of  Raoul,  was  the  fourth ;  and  Luit- 
garde,  the  fifth.  The  two  firft,  and  the  fourth, 
did  not  leave  any  ifliie ;  the  latter  had  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  Theodevade,  and  Hiltrude.  By  Hildegarde 
he  had  four  fons,  and  five  daughters ;  Charles, 
Pepin,  Lewis,  and  Lothaire;  the  laft  of  whom 
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/i.  D.  died  young;  Charles  and  Pepin,  in  the  vigour 
u'“v'"“'of  their  life;  and  Lewis  furvived  to  enjoy  the 
inheritance  of  his  father.  The  daughters  were 
Rotrude,  Bertha,  Gefilie,  Hildegarde,  and  Ade¬ 
laide,  for  the  firft  of  whom  he  is  fuppofed  to  have 
felt  a  warmth  of  attachment  not  confident  with 
the  purity  of  parental  affeCtion.  Befides  thefe,  he 
had  feveral  natural  children,  who  afterwards  filled 
with  commotion,  by  their  intrigues  and  jealou- 
fies,  the  dominions  of  France. 

Of  a  life  fo  diftinguifhed,  and  of  a  reign  fo 
brilliant,  it  will  be  difficult  to  give  fuch  a  cha¬ 
racter  as  may  not  be  deemed  to  border  too  much 
on  panegyric ;  but  if  the  vices  of  Charlemagne 
fhall  be  oppofed  to  his  virtues,  we  fhall  hazard 
the  cenfure  of  depicting  a  mo  niter,  when  we 
would  wifh  to  pourtray  the  character  of  a  man. 
Applaufe  may  be  thought  venal,  and  feverity  be 
confidered  as  unjuft.  To  form  an  adequate  cri¬ 
terion  of  his  private  conduCl,  and  his  public 
aCtions,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  analyfe  them  both ; 
to  commend,  where  commendation  will  not  be 
hyperbolous  ;  and  to  arraign,  where  an  inquifi- 
tion  will  not  be  invidious. 

We'  have  hitherto  been  contented  to  pafs 
lightly  over  the  conflicts  of  the  field,  and  the  de¬ 
liberations  of  the  cabinet,  in  which  renown  at¬ 
tended  his  arms,  and  fuccefs  his  negociations, 
without  interrupting  the  fequence  of  the  narra¬ 
tive, 
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tive,  or  dwelling  too  minutely  upon  the  tranfac-  A.  D. 
tions  of  a  Monarch  to  whom  the  enthufiait  has  '“**r**J 
been  taught  to  look  up  with'  rapture,  the  hero 
with  the  anxiety  of  example,  and  the  politician 
with  veneration — to  a  life  diftinguilhed  by  incon- 
fiftencies  the  moft  extraordinary,  qualities  the 
moft  fplendid,  and  atrocities  the  moft  inhuman. 

The  uncommon  fize  of  his  ftature,  the  vigour 
of  his  body,  the  grace  and  majefty  of  his  per- 
fon,  with  the  dignified  compofure  of  his  counte¬ 
nance,  were  advantages  of  an  exterior  nature  too 
confiderable  to  be  palfed  over  without  a  com¬ 
ment  ;  and  as  appearances  often  attrad  the  eye, 
before  experience  can  convince  the  judgment, 
it  is  not  to  be  marvelled  at,  if  his  fubjeds  were 
filled  with  reverence,  his  enemies  with  dread,  and 
that  thofe  whofe  fituations  drew  them  yet  nearer 
to  the  fphere  of  his  attradion,  were  imprefied 
with  attachment,  or  filled  with  awe. 

His  patience  under  fatigue,  his  perfeverance  in 
difficulties,  and  his  fortitude  in  danger,  were  cir- 
cumftances  of  a  public  nature;  but,  in  the  pri¬ 
vate  fundions  of  life,  his  habit,  like  his  manners, 
was  fimple  and  unalfeded:  his  table  was  difiin- 
guifhed  by  abundance  without  profufion,  and  by 
frugality  without  meannefs ;  in  the  enjoyment  of 
which  he  was  moderate,  and  temperate  to  imita- 
lion  :  yet  upon  great  and  folemn  occafions  he 
could  indulge  in  every  profufion  that  could  daz¬ 
zle,  by  the  fplendid  magnificence  of  his  appear¬ 
ance. 


The 


3  9© 


THE  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE, 


A.  D.  The  example  of  his  father,  the  brightnefs  of 
whofe  intriniic  worth  he  never  attained,  un¬ 
doubtedly  excited  in  his  bread;  the  fparks  of 
competition,  and  the  ambition  of  furpaffing,  where 
to  have  equalled  would  have  been  fufficient  praife. 
Exteniive  as  was  his  empire,  the  balls  had  been 
formed  by  the  exalted  genius  of  a  Pepin ;  and 
happy  would  it  have  been  for  the  uncivilized  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  Germanic  forefts,  had  the  fon, 
like  his  progenitor,  been  actuated,  in  his  politics, 
by  the  moderate  and  liberal  views  of  his  prede- 
celfor.  When  the  poffeffion  of  fuperior  abilities 
which  fhould  dignify  the  prince,  and  blefs  man¬ 
kind,  are  directed  from  the  paths  of  humanity  and 
virtue  into  thofe  of  rapine  and  bloodlhed ;  ac- 
cultomed  as  we  are  to  turn  with  difguft  from 
a  Tamerlane  and  a  Ghengis  Kan,  the  appella¬ 
tion  of  conqueror  will  excite  no  other  fentiments 
than  thofe  of  horror  and  indignation. 

The  death  of  Carloman  was  one  of  thofe  lin¬ 
gular  inllances  of  good  fortune  that  fo  peculiarly 
marked  his  life ;  in  him  he  would  have  expe¬ 
rienced  an  inveterate,  and  probably  a  formidable 
competitor :  his  removal  from  the  fcene  of  war¬ 
fare  afforded  ample  fpace  to  that  independency 
of  a&ion,  without  which  his  power  could  never 
have  been  extended  to  the  mighty  heights  it  ul¬ 
timately  attained.  The  fecellion  of  his  brother 
in  the  invahon  of  Aquitaine,  and  his  confequent 
fuccefs  in  his  own  perfon,  furnilhed  him  with  an 

early 
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early  and  an  ufeful  refledion,  that  a  man  who  A.D. 
depends  folely  upon  his  own  exertions,  conftruds 
a  foundation  for  the  advancement  of  his  moft  ar¬ 
dent  purfuits,  not  eaffty  to  be  baffled  by  the  in¬ 
tervention  of  jealoufy,  the  divifion  of  power,  or 
the  infinuations  of  intereft. 

Thus  his  firft  fuccefs  in  arms  fortified  his  de¬ 
pendence  upon  his  own  refources ;  his  rapid  con- 
queft  of  Italy  opened  the  way  to  the  fummit  of  his 
earthly  exaltation  : — but  howr  fhall  we  excufe  that 
thirffc  of  dominion  which  led  him  to  the  unjufti- 
fiable  attempt  ?  His  W'ars  in  Germany  demon- 
ftrate  what  perfeverance  and  regular  difcipline 
may  effed  againfc  the  efforts  of  the  moft  defpe- 
rate  valour.  Had  the  propagation  of  the  Gofpel 
been  mildly  recommended,  it  is  natural  to  fup- 
pofe  that  his  zeal  would  have  been  attended  with 
a  better  fuccefs  :  he  would  then  have  been  fpared 
the  reproach  of  inculcating  a  religion  of  peace 
by  the  vengeance  of  the  fword ;  of  having  fealed 
converfion  with  blood ;  and  of  having  depopu¬ 
lated,  in  a  period  of  thirty  years,  the  territories  of 
a  brave  and  an  independent  people.  His  wan¬ 
ton  deftrudion  of  their  places  of  worfhip,  his 
aftaffination  of  their  priefts  upon  the  very  altars 
of  their  gods,  and  with,  fometimes,  the  exter¬ 
mination  of  the  inhabitants  of  whole  diftrids, 
to  fatisfy  his  refentment,  befpeak  the  intole¬ 
rance  of  his  faith,  and  the  unjuftifiable  violation 
of  that  of  others ;  but  upon  this  his  fanatic  fpirft 

allowed 
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A.  D.  allowed  him  not  to  refle£t :  to  be  a  Pagan  was  in 
his  eyes  a  crime  fufficient  to  merit  the  extremes 
of  his  mofl  rigorous  perfecution. 

In  the  ambition  and  talents  of  Godfrey,  the 
Sovereign  of  a  people  defcended  from  the  perfe¬ 
cted  Saxons,  their  cruel  defpoiler  might  have 
found  a  leader  willing  to  retaliate  upon  him  the 
woes  inflicted  upon  their  unfortunate  nation  j 
and  who  might  have  impeded,  had  he  not  been 
removed  by  the  hand  of  the  aflaflin,  that  con¬ 
tinued  flow  of  fuccefs  which  purfued  him,  if  we 
except  the  intervention  of  domeftic  calamities, 
the  natural  confequences  of  his  protracfled  years, 
unclouded,  to  the  ultimate  period  of  his  days. 
From  the  enthufiaflflc  bigot,  and  the  mercilefs 
conqueror,  we  turn,  fatigued  and  difgufted;  but 
the  great,  the  enlightened  legiflator  we  accom¬ 
pany  with  an  inverfe  proportion  of  fatisfadlion 
and  delight. 

To  record  the  political  and  civil  inflitutions 
of  Charlemagne,  is  but  a  juftice  due  to  his  me¬ 
mory  :  his  comprehenflve  and  imparting  mind 
diffufed  a  ray  of  illumination  which  the  bar¬ 
ren  fpeculation  of  the  times  could  fcarcely  lead 
us  to  fuppofe  that  they  were  capable  of  re¬ 
ceiving:  the  genial  ftreams  of  inflrudtion  were  di¬ 
verted  into  every  corner  of  the  empire,  and  the 
mofl;  diftant  parts  were  fertilized  by  its  expand¬ 
ing  influence.  His  ardent  thirfl:  of  knowledge, 
his  liberal  encouragement  of  learning  and  the 

arts, 
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arts,  the  deep  refiedtions  of  his  mind  which  could 
forefee  and  overcome  all  impediments,  calls  aloud 
for  our  admiration ;  and  if  we  do  not  more  clearly 
inveftigate  the  refources  which  he  could,  when 
occafion  required,  fo  ably  call  forth,  it  muft 
proceed  from  our  inability,  rather  than  from  a 
defire  to  withdraw  that  tribute,  fo  eminently  the 
price  of  his  tranfcendent  genius. 

Neither  the  tumult  of  the  camp,  the  dangers 
of  the  field,  nor  the  cares  of  government,  were 
fuffered  to  interfere  with  thofe  hours  appro¬ 
priated  to  reading  and  reflection :  from  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  his  natural  capacity,  with  the  moft  unre¬ 
mitted  perfeverance,  he  overcame  thofe  difadvan- 
tages,  the  refult  of  a  confined  education,  to  which, 
at  his  acceflion  to  the  throne,  he  was  liable,  not 
having  fo  far  advanced  in  literature  as  to  have 
been  able  even  to  fign  his  name.  This  acquifition 
ofletters  he  confiderably  improved  by  his  repeated 
journeys  to  Italy,  where,  converfing  frequently 
with  the  belt-informed,  and  treafuring  up  what¬ 
ever  was  worthy  of  his  remembrance,  he  acquired 
fufficient  knowledge  to  value  the  pofleflion,  as 
to  make  him  equally  covet  an  accumulation. 
He  was  acquainted  with  the  Greek,  and  fami¬ 
liarly  with  the  Latin  languages,  and  wrote  verfes 
in  the  lalt.  Competent  to  molt  fciences,  he  more 
particularly  delighted  in  the  Itudy  of  altronomy. 
His  liberality  and  condefcenlion  drew  to  his 
Court,  thofe  whofe  talents  and  erudition  were  the 
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A.  D.  ornaments  of  other  countries  ;  he  retained  them 
about  his  perfon,  defirous  to  obtain  inftrudtion 
from  whatever  fource  it  could  be  derived,  whe¬ 
ther  in  legifiation,  policy,  or  arms  ;  feduloufly 
employing  his  hours  of  leifure  in  the  ftudy  of 
thofe  authors  whofe  genius  or  judgment  could, 
ftrengthen  his  mental  talents,  and  improve  him 
in  the  valuable  practice  of  reflection. 

Flaccus  Albinus,  or  Alcuin,  a  native  of  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  pro fe {for  of  theology  at  York,  one  of 
the  moft  moral  and  learned  men  of  his  age,  was 
invited  to  Aix-la-Chapelle ;  he  became  his  prin¬ 
cipal  companion  and  moft  confidential  friend : 
he  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  literary  founda¬ 
tion  eftabliflied  in  his  palace,  where  the  principal 
members  wTere  each  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of 
his  favourite  author ;  Charlemagne  affirming  that 
of  David. 

In  the  cathedra  and  principal  abbeys  of  his 
empire,  feminaries  were  eftabliflied  for  reading, 
writing,  arithmetic,  and  church  mufic :  the  lat¬ 
ter  he  thought  eflential,  fuppofing,  from  the  plea- 
fing  and  tender  effeCt  it  has  upon  the  mind  of  the 
enthufiaft,  that  it  might  infpire  the  auditory  with 
•  additional  devotion. 

To  the  fubordinate  duties  of. his  ftation  he  w'as 
equally  attentive.  Studious  to  promote  the  com¬ 
forts  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  he  was 
indulgent,  and  foftened  their  labours  by  his  libe¬ 
rality;  he  was  generous  to  the  clergy,  a  kind  mat¬ 
ter,  and  a  tenderly  affectionate  father. 


In 
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In  fhort,  whether  we  confider  the  vigour  of  his  a 
mind,  the  depth  of  his  capacity,  the  fertility  of'-' 
his  genius,  his  talents  for  government,  his  forma¬ 
tion  of  laws,  or  his  ftupendous  ideas,  he  ftands 
prefented  to  the  imagination,  as  one  of  the 
moft  fplendid  and  diftinguifhed  characters  that 
this  or  any  age,  or  any  country,  has  ever  pro¬ 
duced;  and  poflefled  fuch  a  concentration  of 
abilities  as  it  will  be  difficult  to  difcover  in  any 
fubfequent  period  of  hiftory,  let  the  example  be 
taken  from  either  public  or  private  life. 


CHAPTER  XI. 


Eftablifhment  of  the  Franks — Their  Kings — Their  power — 
Succeflion — And  revenues — Orders  in  the  State — Condition 
of  the  conquered  people — General  Afiemblies — Courts  of 
Juftice — Laws — Taxes  —  Mayors — Benefices — Jurifdidtion  of 
the  Lords — Military — Church — Commerce — Arts — Coin — 
Manners. 


fketch  of  the  moft  ftriking  fea¬ 


tures  in  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  Franks 
having  been  already  given  in  a  former  part  of 
this  work  ;  it  may  be  neceftary,  at  the  clofe  of  a 
life  fo  diftinguifhed,  and  of  a  reign  fo  brilliant  as 
that  of  Charlemagne,  to  take  notice  of  fuch  al¬ 
terations  as  may  have  been  introduced  from  the 


O  2 


end 


I96  THE  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 

A.  D.  end  of  the  fifth,  to  the  commencement  of  the 
ninth  century. 

Permanently  eftablifhed  in  their  extenfive  con- 
quefts,  they  did  not  find  it  neceffary  to  adopt  the 
meafures  of  the  Vifigoths  and  Burgundians  in 
their  fettlements  in  Gaul,  who  had  entered  into  a 
Compofition  with  their  new  fubjeds  in  the  divi- 
fion  of  property ;  but  pofTeffing  themfelves  of 
whatever  they  found  molt  fuitable  to  their  wants, 
or  moft  compatible  with  their  intereft,  they  re- 
linquifhed  the  remains  of  a  promifcuous  ravage 
to  the  vartquifhed  Gauls,  and  to  the  no  lefs  in¬ 
ful  ted  Romans. 

Led  by  feveral  valiant  chiefs  of  the  fame  race, 
wrhofe  combined  forces  amounted  not  to  30,000 
men,  the  more  fuccefsful  arms  of  Clovis,  at 
length,  triumphed  over  his  rivals  in  power ;  and 
his  valour  and  abilities,  although  contaminated 
by  the  moft  perfidious  ads  of  perfonal  outrage 
and  domeftic  treachery,  confirmed  the  obedience 
of  all  to  his  particular  government. 

*  * 

We  have  already  obfcrved  how  extremely  li¬ 
mited  was  the  authority  of  their  early  Kings,- — 
their  leaders  in  battle  and  their  chief  Magiftates 
y  in  time  of  peace:  but  the  Merovingian  Princes 
very  early  entrenched  upon  the  public  liberty ; 
and  notwithstanding  their  encroachments  were 
fometimes  oppofed,  yet  they  fpeedily  became 
tyrants  in  power,  as  they  were  already  de¬ 
linquents  in  principle.  The  authority  they  af¬ 
firmed. 
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fumed,  as  it  was  weak,  was  likewife  tranfitory ;  A. 
and,  in  the  latter  reigns  of  the  Sovereigns  of  this 
race,  was  ufurped  by  their  more  ambitious  and 
potent  fubjeds. 

The  crown  in  itfelf  was  hereditary,  and  con¬ 
fined  to  one  family;  but,  in  reverting  to  the  tranf- 
adions  of  fucceeding  times,  it  may  be  obferved 
to  have  partaken  of  an  eledive  right:  the  im¬ 
mediate  heir  was  not  always  raifed  to  the  throne; 
nor  was  illegitimacy  confidered  as  a  difqualifica- 
tion  to  exclude  the  fucceffion. 

When  Pepin  was  acknowledged  their  fove- 
reign,  in  preference  to  the  rightful  heir,  the 
nation  bound  themfelves  not  to  elevate  in  future 
to  this  exalted  fituation  any  prince  from  another 
family  ;  preferving,  at  the  fame  time,  the  right  of 
excluding  fuch  as  they  fhould  deem  unworthy  to 
fill  the  throne.  The  will  of  the  reigning  Monarch 
was,  however,  found  to  prevail ;  and  at  his  death 
he  appointed,  with  a  confidence  in  the  concur¬ 
rence  of  the  people,  his  intended  fuccelfor;  and 
there  are  but  few  inftances  in  which  his  nomina¬ 
tion  met  with  oppofition. 

The  firft  form  of  the  early  government  may 
be  faid  to  have  been  a  Democracy,  attempered  by 
the  power  of  the  Prince  and  Nobles ;  but,  before 
the  extindion  of  the  Merovingian  line,  to  have 
partaken  both  of  Defpotifm  and  of  Ariftocracy. 

During  a  minority,  the  Queen  Mother  and  a 
Regency  of  Nobility  direded  the  helm  of  State : 

O  3  without 
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A.  D.  without  the  confent  of  the  General  AfTembly, 
the  dangerous  prerogative  of  making  war  was 
not  entrufied  to  the  Sovereign ;  he  was  allowed 
to  negociate,  and  to  confirm  a  peace  ;  and  it  had 
been  well,  in  Succeeding  ages,  if  this  Salutary  in- 
ftitution  had  been  more  attended  to,  and  that, 
with  the  power  to  fpare,  he  had  been  divefled  of 
the  authority  to  defbroy. 

The  revenues  of  the  Crown  confifted  of  thofe 
territories  which  had  been  affigned  for  the  Sup¬ 
port  of  the  regal  dignity  in  the  general  allotment 
that  was  made  after  the  conqueft,  which  were 
chiefly  fituated  within  the  vicinity  of  the  great 
towns,  were  referved  by  the  princes  in  their  own 
hands,  and  cultivated  by  the  bondfmen  for  their 
ufe :  they  had  likewife  fome  trifling  tolls  upon 
the  river ;  a  capitation-tax  from  manumized 
flaves ;  fines  exaded  for  particular  crimes ;  the 
voluntary  gifts  of  the  provinces;  the  Freda, 
which  was  a  third  of  the  fine  received  by  the 
Judge  in  a  compofition:  and  thefe,  with  the  taxes 
upon  their  bondfmen,  and  the  divilion  of  fpoil  in 
the  time  of  war,  conftituted  the  whole  amount  of 
the  royal  income.  The  early  Frinces  had,  con¬ 
sequently,  much  to  give,  and  generally  left  at 
their  deceafe  a  considerable  treafure  to  be  di¬ 
vided,  according  to  their  tefiamentary  difpofi- 
tions,  among  their  family  and  friends. 

Charlemagne  was  minutely  attentive  to  his 
perfonal  revenues  :  he  who  could  profufely  dis¬ 
tribute  to  his  adherents  the  riches  of  the  Lom¬ 
bards, 


,  * 

THE  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  I99 

bards,  and  the  treafures  of  the  Huns,  calculated  A-  D. 
his  own  expences  with  the  moft  careful  inveftiga- 
tion ;  and  fo  rigid  was  his  economy,  that  the  moft 
trifling  furplus  of  his  farms  and  gardens  was 
directed  to  be  fold ;  an  attention  to  objects  of  a 
fubordinate  nature  uncommon  in  moft  fituations 
of  grandeur,  but  more  particularly  fo  in  a  prince 
poffeffed  of  fuch  an  empire,  and  the  mafter  of 
fuch  extraordinary  refources. 

*  •  *  *  *  *  * 

There  wTere  three  conditions  of  people,  the  No¬ 
bility,  the  Freemen,  and  the  Bondfmen.  The 
flrft  w7ere  comprehended,  at  different  periods, 
under  the  names  of  Ambadi,  or  Clientes,  Co¬ 
mites,  Fideles,  Leudes,  and  Anftrutiones.  Of  this 
clafs  was  that  band  of  valiant  youths,  the  com¬ 
panions  of  the  chief,  who  by  oath  attached 
themfelves  to  his  perfon  and  fervice,  diftinguiftied 
themfelves  in  the  day  of  battle  by  their  emulation 
in  his  defence,  receiving,  as  a  renumeration  for 
their  zeal,  from  his  generoftty  or  gratitude,  fuch 
gifts  as  his  rude  and  Ample  ftate  afforded;  and 
who  in  fhort  appear  to  have  been  bound  to 
nearly  the  fame  fervices  as  were  required  from  the 
poffeffors  of  fiefs,  after  the  eftablilhment  of  the 
feudal  government. 

Into  the  firft  rank  it  was  but  feldom  that  any 
one  was  admitted  without  having  made  himfelf 
confpicuous  by  peculiar  merit,  or  by  fome  fignal 
ad  of  valour  :  their  privileges,  as  their  diftinc- 
tions,  w'ere  merely  perfonal,  not  hereditary  ;  and 
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confifted  in  fuch  honourable  marks  of  favour 
as  could  be  conferred  by  a  diflinguifhed  place  in 
the  general  affemblies,  the  trull  of  public  offices, 
an  admittance  into  the  council,  or  that  fupreme 
court  of  juflice  in  which  the  King  prefided,  and 
by  whofe  authority  alone  could  they  be  judged : 
on  the  other  hand,  compolition  exacted  for  an 
offence  againft  the  law  was  proportioned  to  the 
diffindlions  they  had  enjoyed;  and  to  this  dif- 
criminated  rank,  in  the  progrefs  of  time,  were 
all  orders  of  men  admitted. 

The  fecond  clafs  confifted  of  the  general  mafs 
of  freemen,  who  held  lands  by  allodial  tenure, 
which,  having  been  obtained  by  lot,  were  heredi¬ 
tary,  and  were  not  fubjehl  to  taxation,  excepting, 
and  by  tacit  confent,  to  military  aid. 

Of  Bondfmen  there  were  three  defcriptive  kinds : 
the  Servi,  the  moll  numerous,  were  of  the  moll 
degraded  order,  and  principally  captives.  The 
will  and  caprice  of  the  proprietor  inflidled  capital 
punilhment,  without  an  appeal  to  any  tribunal ; 
the  torture  was  ufed  for  the  moll  trifling  delin¬ 
quencies  ;  they  were  not  allowed  to  be  joined  in 
wedlock  by  a  prieft;  and  whatever  they  earned 
or  faved,  became  the  property  of  their  owners. 
Subfiftence  and  clothes  were  indeed  allowed 
them;  but  they  were  confined  to  a  particular 
drefs,  and  were  indifcriminately  offered  to  pur- 
chafe. 

The  Villani  were  transferrable  with  the  land, 
but  paid  a  ftipulated  rent  for  the  advantage  it 
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produced ;  the  refidue  they  were  permitted  to  re¬ 
tain,  as  a  compenfation  for  their  labour  and  in- 
duftry. 

The  third  kind  were  rather  an  inferior  fort  of 
freemen,  poffeffing  a  fmal!  independent  property, 
and  cultivating  the  domains  of  the  rich  at  a 
given  rent.  They  bound  themfelves  to  the  land¬ 
holder  by  the  performance  of  fome  perfonal  fer- 
vices,  and  were  allowed  to  carry  arms;  a  privi¬ 
lege  of  which  the  two  former  claffes  were  de¬ 
prived.  With  the  appearance  of  a  more  eligible 
fituation,  the  individuals  of  this  latter  rank  were 
oftentimes  fo  unjuftly  and  fo  cruelly  opprelfed, 
that  it  was  not  uncommon  for  them  to  renounce 
their  liberty,  under  the  alfurance  of  bodily  pro¬ 
tection,  and  daily  food  :  to  the  obedience  of  the 
church,  whofe  yoke  was  more  eafy,  they  lub- 
mitted  wit'nlefs  reluctance  than  to  that  of  the  laity. 
Befides  thefe  claffes  already  enumerated,  there  w'ere 
others  who  were  diftinguifned  by  the  appellation 
of  Oblati,  who  from  fuperftitious  motives  religned 
their  freedom  to  the  fervice  of  religion ;  and 
thefe  were  of  hree  different  kinds :  fucn  as,  free¬ 
men  of  fome  confideration,  who  bound  them¬ 
felves  to  protect  a  paiticular  church  or  monaf- 
tery,  in  confideration  oi  the  protection  it  afforded 
them;  others,  who  Supported  their  own  weaknefs 
by  an  annual  contnbution  from  their  property  to 
fome  ecclefiaitical  foundation  ;  and  again,  thofe 
who  actually  and  absolutely  renounced  their  li¬ 
berty,  for  the  mortifications  of  the  flefh. 

Servitude, 
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A*  D*  Servitude,  under  the  firft  race  of  Kings,  very 
rapidly  increafed ;  nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at, 
when  we  refledt  upon  the  perpetual  civil  wars  be¬ 
tween  the  Merovingian  Princes,  who,  ravaging 
the  territories  of  each  other,  fvvept  off  indifcri- 
rninately  not  only  the  herds  and  flocks,  but  with 
them  the  unprotected  inhabitants,  without  di- 
ftinguifhing  between  the  freeman  and  the  flave, 
whom  they  alike  fubjedted  to  the  miferies  of 
bondage.  Hence  it  unavoidably  followed  that 
large  tradts  of  country,  which  had  been  held  by 
the  former  clafs  of  people,  were  changed  into 
mortmain  by  thofe  who,  being  the  proprietors  of 
a  number  of  bondfmen,  feized  upon  the  depopu¬ 
lated  lands,  and  cultivated  them  for  their  own 
life.  The  evil,  great  as  it  was,  continued  to  in- 
creafe,  until  Charlemagne,  whofe  penetrating  eye 
no  diforders  could  efcape,  faw  into  the  abufes, 
and  prevented  the  augmentation  of  fervice,  by  the 
enadtion  of  an  exprefs  capitulary  for  the  relief  of 
the  bondfmen.  This  indeed  proved  but  a  tem¬ 
porary  alleviation,  and  fervitude  became  more 
general,  and  more  infupportable,  during  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  his  fuccefibrs. 

**•*•*  *  $ 

4 

After  the  rage  of  rapine  had  ceafed,  and  the 
third  of  conqueft  had  been  fatiated  ;  whatever 
mortifications  the  Gauls  and  the  Romans  might, 
as  a  conquered  people,  have  fuftained,  they  were, 
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neverthelefs,  free  under  the  dominion  of  the  A.  D. 
Franks ;  it  is  evident,  from  the  diftindtion  made  l^r^> 
by  the  old  writers,  and  by  the  Salian  code,  in 
wffiich  they  are  denominated  Convives  des  Rots , 
guefts  of  the  King,  Roman  proprietors,  and  Ro¬ 
man  tributaries.  Their  firft  terrors  having  fub- 
lided,  it  is  molt  probable  that  tney  enjoyed  more 
real  liberty,  with  a  pro  ortionate  decree  of  tran¬ 
quillity,  than  when  dependent  for  protection 
upon  a  venal  Magiftrate,  a  weak  and  a  diftant 
Court,  and  an  inefficient,  as  a  declining  empire. 

It  is  true  that  the  Salic  laws  made  a  molt 
humiliating  difference  between  the  two  nations : 
the  life  of  an  Aftrution  was  rated  at  fix  hundred 
fols  of  gold;  while  that  of  a  Roman  of  the  firft 
rank,  although'  diftinguifhed  as  the  gueft  of  the 
Sovereign,  was  eftimated  at  one  half  of  this  fum  r 
that  of  a  freeman  of  the  Franks  was  valued  at 
two  hundred  ;  of  a  Roman  proprietor,  alfeffed  at 
a  hundred ;  and  t  us  in  all  iimilar  cafes,  in  a 
progreffive  reduction  of  one  half :  but  if  they 
chofe  to  embrace  the  Salian  code,  they  then  be¬ 
came  entitled  to  every  privilege  that  their  con¬ 
querors  enjoyed,  and  were  early  advanced,  under 
the  fucceffors  of  Clovis,  to  the-  poffeffion  of  the 
firft  officers  of  the  State. 

*  *  *  *  * 

The  general  Affemblies  of  the  Franks,  denomi¬ 
nated  the  Fields  of  March,  from  their  having  been 
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held  in  that  month,  and  upon  fome  extenfive 
plain,  may  be  traced  to  the  moft  diftant  period 
of  their  hiftory,  In  thefe  ancient  conventions,  to 
which  every  freeman  had  a  right  to  refort,  was 
debated  whatever  could  affedt  the  welfare  of  the 
community,  at  large  ;  the  Sovereign,  by  the  gene¬ 
ral  approbation,  was  confirmed  in  his  elevation 
to  the  throne ;  and  by  the  fuffrages  of  the  people 
were  all  matters  of  importance  finally  deter¬ 
mined. 

Thefe  convocations,  however  refpectable,  were 
very  foon  negledfed  ;  infomuch  that,  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  reign  of  Clotaire  the  Second,  they 
appear  to  have  been  fcarceiy  remembered.  Pepin 
of  Heriftal  had  the  merit  of  reviving  them  ;  but 
this  reftitution  was  partial :  the  fpirit  had  evapo¬ 
rated;  and  whatever  authority  the  national  meet¬ 
ing  might  have  pofTeffed  in  the  reign  of  Clovis, 
was  now  centered  in  a  Council  of  the  Prince,  the 
Clergy,  and  the  Nobles.  Such  indeed  was  the 
one  convoked  by  Clotaire  the  Second,  after  the 
fall  of  Brunehaut ;  and  thefe  affemblies  in  them- 
felves  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have  enjoyed  any 
fubflantial  privileges  in  a  government  fo  fluctua¬ 
ting  and  fo  unfettled. 

Charles  Martel  ruled  with  abfolute  fway.  The 
Prelates  with  whom  he  was  in  a  conflant  date  of 
warfare,  made  up,  in  their  own  perfons,  a  confi- 
derable  reprefentation  in  thefe  national  meetings  : 
this,  to  him,  was  a  fufficient  motive  not  to  convene 
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them.  His  fon  Pepin  treated  with  mere  refpedt  A.  D. 
the  Clergy ;  and  fome  conceflions  that  he  had 
made  to  the  church  induced  mm  to  reftore  the 
aflemblies  to  the  fame  refpe&ability  that  his 
grandfather  had  done ;  being  confcious  that 
whatever  influence  that  body  of  men  might  pof- 
fefs,  would  be  direded  to  promote  his  intereft,  and 
thofe  views  of  ambition  which  began  to  open  in 
his  afpiring  mind. 

To  Charlemagne  was  it  left  to  re-eftablilh  them 
in  their  ancient  form.  His  fuperior  genius  com¬ 
prehended  at  once  the  mighty  advantages  that 
would  refult  from  fuch  a  fyftem.  His  penetra¬ 
tion  readily  conceived  that,  by  a  conciliatory  ad- 
miflion  of  the  people  into  the  legiflative  body,  the 
only  means  would  be  procured  by  which  fub- 
tantial  order  to  the  government,  and  willing  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  laws,  could  be  reflored.  He  faw 
with  indignation  that  the  lower  orders  of  the 
people  were  miferably  deprefled,  as  well  by  the 
laity  as  by  the  clergy :  he  found  the  latter 
fcandalous  from  the  corruption  of  their  manners, 
and  anxious  to  exert  their  refentment  againft 
thofe  Lords  whom  the  bounty  of  Martel  had  en¬ 
riched  with  their  fpoils ;  while  they,  equally  bent 
upon  preferving  the  pofleflions  they  had  acquired, 
thought  no  means  fo  likely  to  effect  it  as  the 
farther  humiliation  and  opprefhon  of  the  fpiritual 
order :  hence  every  rank  of  fociety  prefented  a 
pi&ure  of  general  anarchy  and  civil  difcord.  In 
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A.  D.  no  part  of  his  reign  were  the  extraordinary  abili- 

*~0m*m*J  ties  of  this  celebrated  legiflator  more  evidently 
confpicuous  than  in  the  fpeedy  reformation  which 
his  falutary  arrangements  introduced  throughout 
every  part  of  his  extenlive  empire.  So  very 
equally  did  he  balance  the  different  orders  of  the 
State,  in  fo  juft  an  equilibrium  did  he  preferve 
the  paffions  of  ambition  and  intereft,  that  he  in- 
fufed,  by  his  fteady  and  vigorous  policy,  new  life 
into  the  whole ;  and  was  enabled,  by  the  timely  in¬ 
tervention  of  a  deep  and  a  judicious  fpeculation, 
to  elevate  his  country  to  the  very  zenith  of  pro- 
fperity  and  glory. 

By  his  recent  form,  the  National  Affemblies 
were  convoked  twice  in  the  year;  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  fpring,  at  which  time  the 
militia  likewife  attended,  and  at  the  clofe  of  the 
autumn.  To  prevent  the  former  meeting  from 
being  too  numerous,  it  was  not  meant,  as  in  the 
time  of  Clovis,  to  confifi:  of  every  freeman  living 
under  the  Salic  and  Ripuarian  laws  ;  but  each 
Count,  by  which  was  underftood  the  governor  of  a 
city,  deputed  to  the  Field  of  May  twelve  repre- 
fentatives,  feledted  from  the  clafs  of  the  Ra- 
chinbourgs,  affiftants  of  the  Counts,  or  from  the 
moft  refpeblable  people  of  his  diftridf.  Thefe, 
with  the  Nobility,  Bifhops,  Abbots,  or  their  ad¬ 
vocates,  compofed  the  firft  meeting.  At  this 
time  the  operations  intended  to  be  adopted  in  the 
enfuing  year,  wrere  determined  upon;  the  new 
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laws  were  framed  and  fandtioned ;  whatever  con-  A* 
cerned  the  external  or  the  intenal  welfare  of  the  ^ 
kingdom,  was  debated ;  it  wras  the  fupreme  tri¬ 
bunal,  to  which  an  appeal  from  the  provincial 
courts  might  be  made  for  redrefs ;  it  was  veiled 
with  the  power  of  diftributing  employments,  of 
filling  feats  of  judicature,  and  of  judging  and 
compromiiing  all  difputes  that  arofe  between  the 
Church  and  the  Nobility. 

If  the  weather  permitted,  they  aifembled  in  the 
open  air,  accommodated  at  the  fame  time  with 
proper  chambers  for  the  deliberation  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  Orders.  Although  not  perfonally  prefent  at 
their  debates,  Charlemagne  was  yet  the  foul  of  their 
aifemblies,  by  the  means  of  thofe  to  whom  he  had 
communicated  his  views.  He  was  often  called 
upon  to  adjuft  thofe  matters  wherein  his  inter¬ 
ference  was  required  ;  and  he  finally  attended,  to 
approve  and  to  fandtion  fuch  law's  as  had  been 
newly  formed.  While  they  debated,  his  moments 
of  leifure  were  employed  in  receiving  the  free-will 
offerings  of  the  provinces,  a  cuflom  eftablifhed  by 
ancient  ufuage ;  in  collecting  information  from 
the  concourfe  of  people  drawn  together  upon  this 
occafion,  who  w'ere  allowed  and  encouraged  to 
communicate  whatever  they  thought  proper ;  not 
difdaining  to  receive  information  from  the  mo  If 
humble  of  his  fubjedts ;  converting  with  thofe- 
w  hom  he  feldom  faw,  and  equally  cheerful  and 
condefcending  to  all  around  him. 
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.  The  autumnal  meeting  was  of  a  very  different 
nature,  confiding  but  of  few  members ; — the  Sove¬ 
reign,  the  moft  refpedtable  and  experienced  of 
the  Nobility,  with  the  confidential  Minifters  of 
the  Crown :  and  thefe  deliberations  were  never 
made  public,  but  were  preferved  with  a  molt 
ftricf  and  inviolable  fecrecy.  At  this  period  of 
the  year  the  campaigns  being  at  an  end,  the 
gratifications  to  be  diftributed  to  thofe  whofe 
exertions  had  merited  reward  were  duly  can- 
valfed  and  beftowed :  they  now  confulted  upon 
fuch  affairs  as  might  require  an  immediate  atten¬ 
tion,  and  prepared  the  fubjedt  bufinefs  for  the 
enfuing  deliberations  in  the  fpring  of  the  yean 
*■  *  *  *  *  * 

Befides  thefe  general  Affemblies,  the  provincial 
ones  were  reftored  to  thofe  original  functions 
which  they  had  enjoyed  at  the  eflabifhment  of 
the  government  in  Gaul.  The  kingdom  had 
then  been  divided  into  provinces,  over  each  of 
which  a  Duke  was  appointed,  who  fuperintended 
all  civil  as  well  as  military  affairs.  The  cities 
had  their  Counts  ;  as  the  villages  their  Centenarii, 
who  admi.niflered  juftice  in  the  refpective  courts 
of  their  different  departments,  and  whofe  titles 
were  merely  attached  to  their  prefent  appoint¬ 
ments.  Thefe  offices  were  beftowed  for  a  year ; 
were  generally,  at  the  expiration  of  that  time, 
renewed :  fometimes  they  were  gratuitoufly  con¬ 
ferred,  but  likewife  frequently  fold :  hence  the 
extortion  and  injuftice  thatenfued;  as  men,  when 
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elevated  to  diftindtion  by  purchafe  are  apt  to  A.  D. 
a  flume  a  right  without  difcrimination  of  abufe. 

By  the  Salic  law  thefe  officers  of  juftice  were 
to  be  affifted  in  their  determinations  by  twelve 
perfons  chofen  from  the  Rachinbourgs,  and  from 
the  moft  refpedlable  citizens,  who  fat  in  judg¬ 
ment  and  decided  the  caufe :  the  Duke,  or  the 
Count,  only  pronounced  the  fentence.  Thefe 
regulations,  however,  had  been,  in  the  progrefs 
of  years,  abufed,  and  the  Judges  had  affirmed  to 
themfelves  the  foie  power  of  decifion. 

■  Charlemagne  entrufted  not  too  much  power  to 
one  man :  he  no  longer  gave  the  command  of  a 
province  to  a  Duke,  but  divided  the  whole  king¬ 
dom  into  four  legations,  appointing  the  fame 
number  of  Royal  Envoys,  “  Miffi  Dominici,”  who 
wrere  obliged  to  vilit  each  divifion,  and  hold  a 
court  of  juftice  independent  of  the  Counts,  every 
three  months,  to  infpeff  the  proceedings  of  the 
adminiftrators  of  juftice  in  every  part  of  his  do¬ 
minions  ;  to  examine  the  date  of  the  provinces, 
and  to  report  whatever  abufes  prevailed  in  them 
to  the  King,  and  to  the  national  meeting.  In  his 
own  court  he  was  as  much  the  firft  judge,  as  in 
the  field  he  was  the  firff  general,  prefiding  him- 
felf,  and  referring  only  matters  of  trifling  import 
to  the  Apocrifaire,  who  in  this  domeftic  court 
was  the  judge  of  ecclefiaftical  affairs,  as  the 
Count  of  the  Palace  was  the  adminiftrator  of 
juffice  to  the  laity. 

****** 
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A.  D.  Perfonal  laws  are  the  diftindtive  charadtereftics 
of  fuch  as  are  eftablifhe  by  Barbarians.  The 
Franks,  after  their  conquefts,  ffcill  adhered  to  their 
ancient  cufloms,  and  permitted  all  thofe  nations 
dependent  upon  their  dominion,  to  be  governed 
by  their  own  peculiar  inftitutes,  or  to  be  ame¬ 
nable  to  that  code  in  ufe  which  they  might  choofe 
to  prefer.  An  imperfedt  collection  of  that  of  the 
Salians  was,  by  Clovis,  reduced  to  writing;  as  was 
the  Ripuarian  by  Theodoric,  or  Thierri,  the  King 
of  Auftrafia ;  with  thofe  of  the  Bavarian  and  other 
tributary  tribes  of  Germany,  dependent  upon  his 
government. 

There  were  but  two  crimes  deemed  capital 
by  the  Franks ;  a  traitor  was  hanged,  and  a 
coward  was  drowned  :  the  modern  jurifprudencc 
has  no  punilhment  for  the  latter.  Courage 
is  no  longer  effentially  neceflary  for  perfonal 
protedlion,  while  the  laws  are  open  to  the  re- 
drefs  of  perfonal  grievances :  fhame  and  con¬ 
tempt  are  become  the  only  portion  of  the  re¬ 
creant. 

In  their  original  Bate  the  Franks  difdained  to 
feek  redrefs  for  injuries  to  any  other  appeal  than 
to  the  courage  which  refentment  ftimulated;  a 
whole  family  would  fometimes  take  up  the  caufe 
of  an  individual :  time  gradually  introduced 
more  moderate  regulations;  and  difputes  were 
condudted  and  terminated  under  the  eye  of  the 
magiftrate ;  hence  compofitions  were  allowed,  and 
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money  became  the  fubffitute  for  blood.  Every  a. 
offence  was  minutely  weighed  and  valued,  and^ 
the  fine  proportioned  to  its  magnitude ;  befides 
which,  the  agreffor  paid  the  freda ,  a  fum  equal  to 
a  third  of  the  compofition,  a  local  right  to  which 
the  Judge  of  the  diftricSt  was  intitled  for  his  inter¬ 
ference.  Blows  and  wounds  had  their  flipulated 
price ;  and  fifteen  fols  were  deemed  a  fufficient 
atonement,  if  only  blood  was  drawn  :  but  when 
the  parties  were  not  conformable  to  the  rules, 
the  Judge  was  empowered  to  bring  them  before 
the  Sovereign,  and  to  await  his  decifion. 

It  was  deemed  oftentimes  fufficient  that  a  man 
fware,  and  brought  others  to  verify  his  oath,  in 
confirmation  of  his  innocence;  but  the  frequency 
of  falfe  oaths*  and  the  inefficacy  of  this  methofi 
of  affeveration,  introduced  a  more  extraordinary 
method  of  terminating  difputes,  leaving  all  to 
chance,  but  yet  dignified  with  the  appellation 
of  an  appeal  to  the  judgment  of  God.  A  va¬ 
riety  of  fenfelefs  and  cruel  innovations  were  in¬ 
troduced;  fuch  as,  the  judgment  of  the  crofs,  and 
the  different  fpecies  of  the  ordeals.  The  perfon 
iccufed  was  obliged  to  plunge  his  hand  into  a 
cauldron  of  boiling  water,  to  take  up  from  the 
bottom  the  confecrated  ring ;  to  handle  red-hot 
iron,  or  to  walk  blindfold  over  a  burning  plough- 
fhare :  the  hand  was  fealed  up  in  a  bag ;  and  if, 
within  a  few  days,  it  had  not  any  mark  of  the 
fiery  trial  it  had  undergone,  the  criminal  was  ac- 

P  2  quitted. 


212 


THE  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


A.  D.  quitted.  When  the  offenders  were  thrown  into 
cold  water  previoufly  confecrated  by  the  mini- 
fters  of  religious  worlhip,  his  linking  to  rife  no 
more,  was  a  full  confirmation  of  his  innocence  ; 
while  the  unfortunate  vidlim  who  efcaped  one 
doom,  w  as  certain  of  an  equal  fate  by  fome  other 
mode  of  death.  Thefe  barbarous  cuftoms  were, 
at  length,  left  to  the  vulgar ;  and  gave  way  to  the 
more  approved,  and  better  adapted  indeed  to 
their  martial  difpolition,  the  trial  by  lingle  com¬ 
bat:  this  mode  of  redrefs,  the  authority  of  Charle¬ 
magne  in  vain  attempted  to  abolifh,  and  even 
found  it  neceffary  to  allow.  It  became,  in  the 
period  of  a  few  years,  fandtioned  by  regular  rules 
in  every  country  throughout  Europe. 

Attached  as  they  were  to  their  ancient  cufforns, 
the  diforders  which  they  produced,  yet  obliged 
them  to  incorporate  fome  of  the  Roman  laws  into 
their  own  fyffem  of  jurifprudence.  Murder,  in- 
ceft,  and  robbery,  which  had  been  punilhed  by 
exile,  or  by  compolition,  wrere,  before  the  end  of 
the  lixth  century,  requited  by  the  lols  of  life. 

There  was  a  material  difference  in  the  conftruc- 
tion  of  the  Salic,  the  Ripuarian,  and  the  Bur¬ 
gundian  codes.  Gundebald  and  Sigifmund  col- 
ledled  the  latter;  and,  by  the  laws  of  thefe  two 
laft-rnentioned  nations,  corporal  punilhment  was 
admitted;  in  the  former  it  was  not  tolerated. 
Thofe  of  the  Burgundians  were  impartial  to  the 
conquered  people,  who  therefore  continued  in  the 
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pradtice  of  the  Roman  law,  there  not  being  any  ^ 
motive  of  policy  or  indulgence  to  induce  them  to 
change  it ;  as  alfo  did  the  fubjedts  of  the  Vili- 
gothian  Monarchs  in  Gaul.  The  Salic  required 
pofitive  proof,  except  in  very  few  inftances,  and 
therefore  allowed  not  of  trial  by  combat.  The 
Ripuarian  and  the  Burgundian,  fatisfied  with 
negative  proofs,  permitted  it ;  and  Gundebald  was 
the  firft  fovereign  who  gave  fandiiion  to  legal 
duels. 

Numerous  as  were  the  regulations  adopted 
to  reftrain  a  fierce  and  a  barbarous  people,  by 
princes  themfelves  equally  fanguinary  and  un¬ 
juft,  they  w'ere  eventually  found  to  be  abortive. 
Inftitutions,  however  excellent  they  may  be  in 
theory,  can  be  but  of  little  ufe  when  negledted 
in  the  performance.  The  Merovingian  Kings 
annihilated  all  order  by  their  precepts ;  thcfe 
commendatory  letters  which  empowered  the  ad- 
miniftrators  of  juftice  to  difpenfe  with  the  law, 
in  favour  of  thofe  who  had  obtained  them. 
Guilty  themfelves  of  the  moft  violent  enormities, 
they  configned  to  death,  as  refentment  or  caprice 
infpired ;  feized  upon  the  poflefnons  of  thcfe  who 
died  inteftate ;  took  aftaffins  under  their  imme¬ 
diate  protection;  invaded  the  property  of  the 
rich;  and  praCtifed  every  fpecies  of  oppreftion, 
injury,  and  infult. 

Clotaire  the  Second  corrected  the  abufe  of  the 
precepts  ;  amended,  or  rather  enforced  an  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  laws;  and  introduced  a  wife,  although 
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A.  D,  but  a  temporary  reformation.  Dagobert  again  rc- 
vifed  them,  and  promulgated  them  in  the  form 
they  have  been  handed  down  to  pofferity ;  but  his 
own  example  was  too  confpicuoufly  flagitious,  to 
expeCt  any  falutary  benefit  to  refult  from  his  re¬ 
gulations.  Charlemagne  provided  effectually  for 
the  diforders  that  had  unhinged  the  operations 
ofjuftice:  he  reftored  the  ancient  laws,  enaCted 
new  inftitutions,  not  lefs  admirable  for  their  wif- 
dom,  than  for  the  regularity  with  which  they  were 
executed.  The  public  ordinances,  as  laid  down 
and  digefted  in  his  capitularies,  the  emanations  of 
a  vigorous  and  enlightened  mind,  it  was  incum¬ 
bent  upon  every  perfon  of  rank,  and  expeCted  from 
every  one  who  held  any  public  office  in  the  State, 
to  be  perfectly  converfant  with.  Thofe  which  he 
enaCted  for  the  government  of  the  Saxons,  impar¬ 
tiality  muft  exclude  from  general  praife  :  his  re- 
fer.tment  againft  that  unfortunate  people  induced 
him  to  form  for  them  fuch  as  were  the  molt 
feverely  rigid ;  they  were  even  given  to  under- 
ftand  that  they  were  not  to  expeCt  mercy,  although 
they  fought  it  in  the  afylum  of  the  church. 

ifc  ^  if: 

A  people  in  fo  humble  a  ftate  of  fociety  as 
tvere  the  Franks  at  the  time  of  their  fettlement  in 
Gaul,  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  have  formed  any 
regular  mode  of  taxation.  A  State  without 
wants,  as  the  judicious  Montefquieu  obferves, 
had  not  occafion  for  impofts.  A  tranfient  tax  of 
a.  pitcher  of  wine  for  every  acre  of  land,  impofed 
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by  Chilperic  and  Fredegonde,  only  fell  upon  the  A.  D. 
Gaulilh  tribes  ;  and  the  rolls  upon  which  it  was 
recorded,  were  deftroyed  by  the  clergy,  who  were 
chiefly  of  that  defcription.  A  Judge  was  con- 
ilrained  to  fly  to  the  protection  of  the  Church, 
for  having,  in  the  lame  reign,  impofed  a  burden 
upon  feveral  of  the  Franks.  The  Cenjus ,  or  Tri- 
ifutum ,  words  which  they  borrowed  from  the  Ro¬ 
man  governm  nt,  but  of  a  very  dilferent  applica¬ 
tion,  implied  with  them  no  more  than  an  affefT- 
ment  made  upon  their  refpedtive  bondfmen,  by 
the  King,  the  Clergy,  and  the  Lords,  and  allu¬ 
ded  likewife  to  the  aid  required  from  the  free¬ 
men,  to  lodge  and  aflifl  the  ambalfadors  and  the 
envoys  of  the  Sovereign,  in  their  different  journeys 
throughout  the  empire.  We  may  therefore  oh- 
ferve  that  general  taxes  wTere  by  no  means  under¬ 
flood,  and  that  the  monarch  was,  in  a  great 
meafure,  indebted  to  the  attention  which  he  paid 
to  his  perfonal  property,  for  the  extent,  as  well 
as  the  permanency  of  his  revenues. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

The  reputation  acquired  by  the  arms  of  the 
Franks,  under  the  government  of  the  latter 
Mayors  of  the  Palace,  together  with  the  exorbitant 
power  affumed  by  thofe  officers,  make  it  necef- 
fary  that  we  ffiould  invefligate  the  origin,  as 
well  as  the  progrefs  and  extent  of  their  ufurped 
authority. 

In  the  more  diflant  period  of  the  monarchy, 
they  were  only  confidered  as  the  firft  domeflic 
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officers  of  the  houfehold :  to  this  employment 
was  united,  in  the  progrefs  of  time,  the  direction 
of  the  finances,  and  the  command  of  the  army, 
when  the  indolent  fucceffors  of  Clovis  no  longer 
conducted  them  in  perfon  to  the  field.  To  thefe 
they  afterwards  added  the  prefidency  of  that  fu- 
preme  tribunal  at  which  the  Prince  had  been  ac- 
cuflomed  to  prefide,  wherein  were  determined  the 
difputes  of  the  Nobility,  and  to  which  the  pro  ¬ 
vinces  had  the  right  to  appeal  from  their  own 
courts : — at  length  uniting  with  thefe  powerful 
offices  the  patronage  cf  the  Crown,  they  became 
poffieffed  of  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  whole  of 
the  royal  prerogatives  ;  thus  no  longer  domeftic 
fervants,  chofen  by  the  Sovereign,  they  became 
the  firft  officers  at  the  head  of  the  nation. 

So  early  as  the  clofe  of  the  reign  of  Clotaire 
the  Second,  the  Mayor  of  the  Palace  had  acquired 
an  afcendancy  which  in  the  end  proved  fatal  to 
the  family  of  Clovis.  Warnarcarius,  the  mayor 
of  Burgundy,  and  the  principal  confpiralor  againft 
the  unfortunate  Bruirehaut,  as  a  reward  proba¬ 
bly  for  his  treachery  to  one  fovereign,  and  for 
his  fervices,  however  interefled,  towards  another, 
was  permitted  by  the  King  to  retain  his  office 
for  life.  The  minority  of  the  fons  of  Dago- 
bert  gave  them  the  opportunity  of  extending 
their  powder ;  and  Floachatus,  the  mayor  of  Bur¬ 
gundy,  to  preferve  his  elevation,  held  out  to 
the  clergy  and  the  nobles  of  that  kingdom,  the 
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fedudtive  promife  of  continuing  them  in  the  A. 
offices  and  honours  they  held,  fo  long  as  he'"^> 
fnould  enjoy  his  own.  Upon  the  death  of  Sige- 
bert  the  Second,  a  more  daring  encroachment 
upon  the  royal  authority  took  place  in  the  perfon 
of  Grimoalde,  who  prefumptuoufly  placed  the 
crown  upon  the  head  of  his  fon,  in  preference  to 
the  rights  of  the  prefumptive  heir. 

Pepin  of  Heriftal,  a  more  dangerous  character 
than  any  of  his  predecelfors,  inafmuch  as  he  pof- 
felTed,  with  fuperior  virtues  and  talents,  an  equal 
Share  of  ambition,  conciliated  the  good  opinion  of 
all  ranks  and  defcriptions  of  people.  The  Bur¬ 
gundian  and  the  Neuftrian  Nobility,  opprelfed 
and  harafled  by  the  tyranny  of  their  Mayors  of 
the  Palace,  repaired  to  his  ftandard  for  protec¬ 
tion.  His  vidtory  over  Thierri  confirmed  the 
degradation  of  the  King;  and  the  elevation  of  his 
grandfon  to  the  throne,  annihilated  a  line  of 
princes  who  had  long  ceafed  to  govern,  and 
whofe  dominion,  founded  in  blood,  exhibits,  in 
its  commencement,  a  feries  of  the  molt  fangui- 
nary  atrocities,  as,  in  its  clofe,  a  race  of  fove- 
reigns  the  molt  weak  to  be  met  with  in  the  an¬ 
nals  of  any  age  or  country. 

****** 

At  the  commencement  of  this  divifion,  we 
have  obferved  that  the  general  mafs  of  freemen 
held  their  lands  by  allodial  tenure.  In  oppo¬ 
sition  to  this  property,  another  fpecies  was  intro¬ 
duced 
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A.  D.  duced  under  the  firft  race,  ftyled  benejicium ,  and 
the  poffeffbr  denominated  a  vaflab  It  was  a 
grant  made  by  the  prince,  of  a  portion  of  his  do¬ 
mains,  and  appears  to  have  been  a  precarious 
tenure,  its  uration  depending  upon  the  caprice 
of  the  fovereign.  It  cannot  precifely  afcer- 
tained  either  when  thefe  grants  were  introduced, 
or  what  were  the  obligations  required  for  their 
pofteffion.  It  is  however  certain  th  .t,  under  the 
Merovingian  Kings,  they  were  given,  and  re¬ 
fumed  at  will ;  and,  if  continued,  were  to  be  re¬ 
newable  every  year.  Gontran  intimates  to  Chil— 
debert,  in  their  interview  of  reconciliation,  after 
the  treaty  of  Andely,  which  confirmed  the  peace 
between  them,  that  if  he  wifned  to  reward  his 
adherents,  and  to  adopt  a  political  principal  of 
government,  it  would  be  proper  to  defpoil  one 
who  held  a  confiderable  benefice,  to  divide  it 
into  feparate  portions  among  many. 

At  the  above  meeting,  the  Clergy  and  the  Lords 
compel  ed  chofe  Sovereigns  to  engage  tnemfelves 
in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  that  they  w'ould  not 
refume  the  grants  which  they  had  once  conceded; 
but  this  forced  compliance  was  only  obferved  fo 
long  as  they  found  it  not  fafe  to  infringe  it.  At 
the  fame  time  we  find  that  the  wives,  the  widows, 
and  the  daughters  of  their  Kings,  were  empowered 
to  alienate  their  lands  in  perpetuity.  Brunehaut, 
who  endeavoured  to  reftore  benefices  to  their 
original  form,  excited  the  indignation  of  the 
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Nobles  of  Burgundy  againft  her;  and  to  their  re-  a.  D. 
fentment,  rather  than  to  her  crimes,  may  be  attri- 
buted  her  difgraceful  fall. 

The  Affembly  convoked  at  Paris  by  Clotaire 
the  Second,  in  fix  hundred  and  fifteen,  confirmed 
all  the  grants  that  had  been  made  by  his  prede- 
ceflors ;  nor  can  it  be  imagined  that  he  would 
have  fubmitted  to  fuch  an  infringement  of  the 
royal  domains,  had  he  not  found  that,  to  abolifh 
them  would  have  been  a  meafure  too  hazardous 
to  attempt. 

The  benefices  of  Charles  Martel,  the  term  of 
fief  not  having  been  applied  until  a  much  later 
period,  took  a  different  form.  The  conquered 
and  the  ecclefiaftical  lands,  he  beftowed  upon  his 
adherents,  to  be  enjoyed  during  their  life,  fub- 
jetfiing  them  to  particular  duties,  both  military 
and  domefiic ;  the  pofleffors  of  which  again  di¬ 
vided  their  portions  among  their  retainers :  and  it 
is  about  this  period  that  fome  benefices  became 
hereditary,  and  probably  even  then  not  transfer¬ 
able  in  perpetuity. 

The  fuperior  privileges  of  the  King’s  valfals, 
which  will  be  hereafter  more  particularly  difcri- 
jninated,  induced  fome  allodial  polfelfors,  about 
the  commencement  of  the  ninth  century,  to  con¬ 
vert  their  lands  into  the  new  form,  by  furrender¬ 
ing  them  to  the  Sovereign,  who  repafied  them  to 
the  donors,  by  the  way  of  gift ;  but  it  can  fcarcely 
be  fuppofed  that  even  this  were  done,  without 
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flill  preferving  the  liberty  of  deviling  it  to  their 
reprefentatives. 

****** 

That  independent  fpirit  of  the  Franks  which 
could,  with  difficulty,  be  induced  to  fubrnit  to 
the  controul  of  a  magiftrate,  appears  to  have 
given  ufe  to  the  territorial  jurifdidions  of  the 
Seniores,  or  Lords,  which  fome  writers  fuppofe  to 
be  coeval  with  the  monarchy,  and  that  every 
allodial  pofleffor  exercifed  a  judicial  authority  fo 
foon  as  he  had  feiz^d  upon  his  allotment ;  but  it 
is  more  natural  to  imagine  that  it  was  a  gradual 
extenlion  of  authority,  which  fucceeding  Mo- 
narchs,  for  the  tranquillity  of  their  government, 
found  it  neceffary  to  fandlion. 

This  authority,  fo  unfavourable  to  the  liberty 
of  the  lower  orders  of  fociety,  extended  itfelf  with 
rapidity,  during  the  diforders  of  the  firff:  race  of 
the  Gallic  Kings.  The  fortrefs  of  fome  powerful 
chief,  and  the  fancftuary  of  a  church,  were  the 
only  afylums  that  prefented  themfelves  to  the 
perfecuted  and  unprotected  multitude,  in  the 
civil  wars,  fo  frequent  between  the  fucceffbrs  of 
Clovis.  Efcaping  from  the  fvvord  of  the  enemy, 
they  too  probably  purchafed  fafety  with  a  portion 
of  what  little  property  they  had  been  able  to  pre- 
ferve  from  the  ravage  of  a  licentious  army. 
The  Dukes,  and  the  Counts,  the  magillrates  of 
their  diftri&s,  no  longer  controlled  by  the  inter- 
ventive  authority  of  a  national  Affembly,  now 
fcarcely  ever  convoked,  or  which  confifted,  when 

convened. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  22t 

convened,  of  fuch  only  as  were  themfelves  op-  A 
preffors,  abufed  the  confidence  that  had  been 
repofed  in  them.  Not  daring  to  refort  to  the 
protection  of  the  laws,  the  caftle  of  the  chief  be¬ 
came  again  their  refuge  from  the  oppreflion  of 
the  magiftrates,  as  it  had  before  been  a  retreat  of 
fafety  from  the  fword  of  warfare. 

Charlemagne,  a  friend  to  the  people,  was 
anxious  to  reftore  to  them  a  degree  of  confe- 
quence  in  the  State :  the  cruelty  and  injuftice  to 
which  they  had  become  habituated,  had  wrorn 
down  to  apparent  apathy  the  vigour  of  their 
minds,  and  rendered  them  alike  indifferent  to 
voluntary  bondage,  as  to  the  repoffeflion  of  their 
ancient  rights.  He  began  by  a  wife  and  falutary 
renunciation,  within  his  own  domains,  of  thofe 
claims  which  had  been  gradually  affumed,  as 
urell  from  the  bondfmen,  as  from  the  lower  clafs 
of  freemen.  An  example  fo  powerful  induced 
the  Nobility  to  acquiefce  in  meliorating  the  op- 
preffive  and  laborious  fervice  that  had  been 
exacted  from  the  former  clafs  of  people ;  and  the 
recent  taxes  were  aboliihed;  while  the  latter 
found,  from  a  firict  and  impartial  adminifiration 
of  juftice,  redrefs  for  all  their  grievances.  Courts 
of  appeal  obliged  the  magiftrates  to  attend,  with¬ 
out  vexatious  delays,  to  the  performance  of  their 
duty  :  the  territorial  jurifdidtion  of  the  Lords 
was  reftrained  ;  notwithftanding  there  are  fome 
inftances,  even  during  his  reign,  in  which  the 
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A.  D.  Royal  Judges  were  forbidden  to  enter  into  parti- 
'■^’vWcular  patrimonial  diftridts.  Thefe  regulations, 
with  the  right  to  feek  redrefs  at  the  foot  of  the 
throne,  reftored  the  people  to  a  ftate  of  com¬ 
fort  and  fecurity,  with  which  they  had  been  unac¬ 
quainted  ;  and  which  they  only  continued  to  enjoy 
fo  long  as  his  fleady  and  impartial  government 
fuftained  in  equilibrium  the  fcale  of  juftice,  and 
arrefted  the  hand  of  power  from  crufhing  the 
weak  and  the  unprotected. 

*  *  *  *  *  £ 

The  Franks,  in  common  with  all  uncivilized 
nations,  had  not  any  regular  armies.  The  militia, 
aflembled  from  the  provinces,  were  commanded 
by  the  Dukes,  under  whom  the  Counts  adted  in 
a  fubordinate  capacity:  they  were  as  well  mili¬ 
tary  as  civil  officers,  their  ftation  partaking  of 
both  fundtions.  Every  freeman  was  a  foldier, 
and  repaired,  upon  the  fummons  of  the  Count,  to 
his  ftandard ;  in  default  of  which,  the  hereban - 
num>  a  fine  of  fixty  fols,  was  exadted,  and  which 
if  he  were  unable  to  pay,  he  was  reduced  to  a 
ftate  of  bondage,  until  his  induftry  or  his  friends 
could  redeem  him  from  this  mortifying  fervitude; 
Military  aid  had  been  originally  voluntary:  it, 
was,  however,  early  in  the  monarchy,  exadted  as 
a  neceffary  duty  for  the  general  fafety  of  the 
State,-  and  penalties  were  required  from  fuch' 
as  refufed  to  attend  the  Sovereign  in  his  military 
expeditions.  This  was  confidered  as  fo  infup- 
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portable  a  grievance,  that  inftances  occur  wherein  A.  D. 
the  profeliion  of  the  church  was  embraced,  to 
elude  the  fervice ;  hence  it  bee  me  requifite,  to 
prevent  this  practice,  to  enact  a  particular  law 
to  prohibit  it.  As  abufes  fpeedily  ervaded 
every  part  of  the  State, — thofe  who  wifned  to  be 
exempted  from  military  duty,  purchafed  this 
in  ulgence  from  their  leaders  before  the  opening 
of  the  campaign ;  this  favour  was  frequently 
obtaine  at  a  dear  rate :  the  foldier,  who  had 
neither  pay,  nor  fubordination  to  the  authority  of 
his  commander,  and  who,  from  his  national  cha¬ 
racter,  was  ad  idled  to  pillage,  generally  plun¬ 
dered  the  C  nton  efore  he  left  it,  and  indiscri¬ 
minately  ra  aged  with  impunity  the  country 
through  which  he  palled,  in  his  march  to  the  ap¬ 
pointed  rendezvous. 

By  the  ordinances  of  Charlemagne,  the  officers 
were  made  refponfible  for  the  irregularities  com¬ 
mitted,  amenable  to  the  regulations  which  he 
had  introduced ;  and  military  fervice  became  once 
more  honourable.  The  Capitularies  decree  that 
the  poffelTors  of  four  manors,  or  forty-eight  acres, 
fhall  be  ooliged  to  march  againft  the  enemy  :  to 
that  freeman  unto  whom  only  three  belonged, 
was  affociated  another,  who  held  but  one :  the 
latter  paid  a  fourth  of  the  expences,  and  was  not 
obliged  to  take  the  field.  Two  perfons  having 
each  two  manors, — the  one  who  repaired  to  the 
army  was  indemnified  in  half  of  the  expence  by 
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A.  D.  the  one  who  remained  at  home.  Six  perfons, 
*******  poffeffing  but  half  a  manor  each,  furnifhed  one 
foldier;  while  thofe  who  had  fmaller  poffeffions 
were  entirely  exempted.  Such  as  repaired  to  the 
army  were  obliged  to  provide  themfelves  with 
three  months  provifions ;  after  which,  if  conti¬ 
nued  in  the  field,  they  were  maintained  by  the 
Sovereign. 

The  freemen  affembled  by  the  Count,  were 
by  him  led  againft  the  enemy ;  the  Vicars,  and 
the  Centenarii,  wrere  his  fubcrdinate  officers.  The 
Lords,  wTho  enjoyed  territorial  jurifdidions,  or 
poffeffed  benefices  according  to  the  latter  form, 
conduced  their  retainers,  as  did  the  Bifhops  and 
the  Abbots  theirs ;  until,  being  exempted  from 
military  fervice  themfelves,  they  appointed  one 
of  their  vaffals  to  lead  the  others  to  the  field  of 
warfare. 

From  this  review  wre  may  obferve  that  there 
were  three  diftind  kinds  of  military  fervice ; 
one  of  which  applied  to  the  vaffals  of  the 
Monarch,  who  carried  their  rear  vaffals  to  the 
field ;  another,  to  the  Churchmen,  who  marched 
at  the  head  of  their  retainers  ;  and  the  third, 
to  the  Counts,  under  whofe  orders  moved  the 
freemen. 

In  the  reign  of  Charlemagne  the  fword  wTas 
fubft ituted  for  the  arrow ;  and  the  cavalry, 
fcarcely  ufed  in  the  commencement  of  the  mo¬ 
narchy,  had  become  numerous  and  refpedable; 
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and,  From  this  c.aufe,  the  annual  meetings  of  A.  D. 
March  were  by  Pepin  referred  to  May,  as  it  be-'^rw 
came  neceifary  to  wait  until  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
forage  might  be  obtained  for  the  enfuing  cam¬ 
paign.  Their  warlike  machines*  and  offensive 
weapons,  they  borrowed  from  the  Romans,  as 
likewnfe  their  military  drefs,  which  from  the  waift 
to  the  feet  refembled  theirs. 

****** 

Amidft  barbarous  nations,  thofe  perfons  who 
have  an  influence  upon  the  confciences  of  the 
people,  naturally  poflefs  an  extraordinary  fhare  of 
individual  power ;  hence  that  extenlive  and  un¬ 
controlled  authority  the  priefts  of  the  Franks 
enjoyed  in  their  native  forefts  of  Germany,  be¬ 
came  early  and  equally  confpicuous  in  the  pecu¬ 
liar  deference  paid  to  the  facred  character  in 
Gaul. 

A  convert  to  the  Catholic  religion,  Clovis  be¬ 
came  its  protestor  and  fupport.  He  found  the 
clergy,  from  the  liberality  of  the  Emperors,  the 
fuperftition  of  the  people,  and  the  weaknefs  of 
the  Roman  government,  polfelTed  of  great  wealth, 
with  very  extenlive  privileges ;  he  refpe&ed  their 
funclions,  and  fecured  to  them  the  enjoyment  of 
their  acquilitions :  they  were  permitted  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  ufe  of  the  Roman  law ;  and,  from  the 
confideration  in  which  they  were  held,  they  pro¬ 
bably  became  the  bond  of  union  between  the 
Franks  and  the  conquered  nation. 

Q. 
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A.  D.  Notwithftanding  the  converfion  of  the  Mo¬ 
narch,  and  the  zeal  of  the  prelates  for  the  exten- 
lion  of  the  fpiritual  faith ;  it  was  a  conliderable 
time  before  Paganifm  was  entirely  abandoned; 
and  even  fuch  as  had  renounced  the  errors  of 
their  perfuafion,  were  not  ealily  retained  by  the 
aflumption  of  their  newly-acquired  dodtrines. 

In  the  reign  of  Clotaire  the  Firft,  the  Clergy 
affifted  at  a  convocation  that  was  held  to  reform 
the  Salic  and  Ripuarian  laws,  and  acquired  to 
themfelves  by  thofe  means  ftill  more  extended 
privileges.  The  life  of  a  bifhop  was  valued  at 
nine  hundred  fols;  that  of  a  prieft,  at  fix  hun¬ 
dred  ;  of  a  deacon,  four  hundred ;  and  that  of  a 
monk,  at  the  fame  fum :  if  rank  may  be,  there¬ 
fore,  deduced  from  the  weight  of  compofition,  it 
is  evident  in  what  efiimation  were  held  the  pro- 
fefibrs  of  the  church. 

The  Clergy  were  early  admitted  into  the  na¬ 
tional  aflemblies  ;  and  they  obtained  the  firft: 
place  in  rank,  exercifing,  in  the  abfence  of  the 
Sovereign,  the  fundtions  of  his  court  of  juftice, 
reviling  the  fentences  of  the  Judges ;  and,  uni¬ 
ting  the  temporal  with  the  ecclefiaftical  charac¬ 
ter,  exerted  in  many  inftances  an  authority  over 
the  Kings  themfelves.  They  excited  them,  as 
an  expiation  of  their  crimes,  to  found  churches, 
to  endow  monafteries,  and  to  confer  frequent 
and  liberal  donations  upon  their  Order.  The 
moft  profufe  of  their  Princes  were  too  frequently 

the 
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the  moft  vicious ;  and  oftentimes,  when  actuated  A 
by  their  neceflities,  were  induced  to  reclaim  the 
immenfe  grants  which  they  had  prodigally  and 
improvidently  made. 

The  military  fervice  of  the  church  appears  to 
have  taken  its  rife  from  the  nature  of  its  terri¬ 
torial  jurifdidlion.  Such  Lords  as  had  eftablifhed 
a  right  of  judicial  authority,  conduced  their  re¬ 
tainers  to  the  field ;  the  Clergy,  who  enjoyed  ftill 
larger  pofTeflions,  found  it,  perhaps,  equally  ne- 
ceflary  to  command  their  own  vaffals ;  and  thus 
a  fervice  which  they  probably  impofed  upon 
themfelves,  was  confidered  as  an  acftual  and  in- 
difpenfable  duty. 

Whether  this  inconfiftency  of  uniting  the  mar¬ 
tial  with  the  clerical  character;  the  admiflion  of 
a  military  people,  like  the  Franks,  into  holy 
orders ;  or  whether  the  general  depravity  was 
the  caufe ;  we  find  the  corruption  of  manners  fo 
great,  and  thefe  productive  of  fuch  diforders 
among  the  churchmen,  that,  by  the  end  of  the 
fixth  century,  they  were  a  difgrace  to  the  profef- 
fion  which  they  had  embraced. 

To  behold  the  minifters  of  peace,  forgetful 
of  their  facred  calling,  daily  imbruing  their 
hands  in  blood ;  the  mitre,  an  emblem  of  meek- 
nefs  and  of  benevolence,  refign  its  place  to  the 
fword  of  warfare ;  the  confecrated  crozier,  that 
fhould  gather  together  the  fpiritual  flock,  forego 
its  holy  purpofe,  and  invite  to  defolation  and  to 

Q^2  carnage ; 
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A.  D.  carnage;  are  objects  of  deteftation,  as  they  arfc 
equally  of  horror  and  difguft.  Loft  to  that  pri¬ 
mitive  purity  of  faith,  fo  eminently  confpicuousi 
in  the  firft  teachers  of  the  Gofpel,  a  long  and 
grofs  darknefs  involved  and  extended  its  baleful 
influence  for  many  centuries  over  the  moft  con- 
flderable  part  of  the  Chriftian  world. 

Churches  became  the  fanCtuaries  of  the  moft: 
flagitious  crimes :  at  the  foot  of  the  altar,  or  within 
the  gloom  of  the  cloifter,  the  thief  and  the  affaf- 
fin  found  protection,  indifcriminately,  with  the 
weak  and  opprefled.  The  epifcopal  palace  was 
deemed  a  place  of  fafety ;  nor  were  the  refugees 
delivered  up,  without  the  moft  folemn  engage¬ 
ments  previoufly  obtained  of  their  future  pardon. 
But  the  moft  facred  of  thefe  afylums  was  the 
celebrated  cathedral  of  Saint  Martin  at  Tours,  at 
which  the  uncompunduous  Clotaire  prefumed^ 
to  offer  his  expiations,  polluted  as  he  was  with 
the  blood  of  the  innocent  fons  of  Clodomir,  and 
the  dreadful  facrifice  he  had  made  of  Chramnes 
and  his  children  to  his  inexorable  refentment. 

Having  gradually  affumed  an  exoneration  from 
any  refponfibility  but  to  their  own  tribunal,  the 
'  facred  office  became  a  defirable  fituation  to  the 
Nobility,  of  whom  many,  renouncing  the  moft 
fplendid  employments,  with  eagernefs  embraced 
the  poffeflion  of  the  mitre,  under  the  preflure 
of  whofe  myftericus  circle  they  preferved,  with¬ 
out  danger  or  difgrace,  honour,  riches,  and  au¬ 
thority. 
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thority,  thofe  attainments  that  bind  the  vanity,  A. 
while  they  difgrace  the  fenfe  of  men. 

Simony,  too  public  and  too  much  tolerated  to 
be  deemed  difgraceful,  with  their  continual  ab- 
fence  from  their  diocefes,  their  fervile  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  court,  their  love  of  vanity  and  pub¬ 
lic  fpecdacles,  fumptuous  appeal,  devotion  to  the 
chafe,  and  the  practice  of  arms,  fitted  them  more 
for  a  temporal  than  a  clerical  life  :  can  it  there¬ 
fore  be  wondered  at,  if  the  flock  were  not  con¬ 
fined  within  the  pale  of  regularity,  when  their 
paftors  attended  fo  little  to  the  cultivation,  of 
their  morals ;  or  that  the  victorious  Martel  fhould 
reward  his  needy  adherents  with  the  riches  of 
thofe  who  made  fo  unhallowed  an  ufe  of  their 
poffeflion  ? 

To  fuch  a  degradation  had  they  arrived  by 
the  time  of  Clotaire  the  Second,  that  they  gave 
themfelves  up  to  the  moll  criminal  debaucheries. 
Venus  and  Bacchus  were  the  deities  of  their  ob¬ 
lations,  and  fuperfeded  the  obfervance  of  higher 
concerns.  Renouncing  the  pacific  character  of 
the  church,  fome  led  the  profligate  lives  of  ban¬ 
ditti;  others  condefcended  to  become  affaffins 
and  poifoners  ;  nor  were  treachery  and  rebellion 
wanting,  to  complete  the  number  of  their  crimes. 

To  colled:,  from  the  ancient  writers,  a  full  detail 
of  their  enormities,  would  be  unworthy  the  pen  of 
the  hiftorian,  did  it  not  ferve  to  mark  the  gene¬ 
ral  depravity  that  fo  univerfally  prevailed  whilft 

0*3  thc 
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A.  D.  the  Merovingian  Princes  fwayed  the  fceptre  of. 
j?rance>  There  were,  doubtlefsly,  fome  who  were 
worthy  of  the  fpiritual  fiation ;  but  the  general 
dream  of  morality  was  fo  much  polluted,  that  it 
would  be  difficult  to  drawT  a  line  of  difcrimina- 
tion  between  the  turpitude  of  the  many,  and  the 
purity  of  the  few. 

The  early  writers,  who  were  moftly  church¬ 
men,  extol  in  a  ftrain  of  hyperbolous  panegyric, 
the  uncommon  piety  of  their  Kings.  We  read 
of  the  munificence  and  of  the  religious  zeal  of 
Clovis,  at  the  very  time  in  which  he  was  impur- 
pling  his  hands  in  the  blood  of  his  kindred ;  of  the 
moderation  of  the  weak  and  timid  Gontran,  the 
feverity  of  whofe  punifliments  belied  the  fup- 
pofed  gentlenefs  of  his  character ;  the  mildnefs 
and  juftice  of  Clotaire,  whofe  fanguinary  dif- 
pofition  was  too  evidently  pourtrayed  in  the  fate 
of  Brunehaut  and  the  fons  of  Thierri.  In  diort, 
as  there  were  not  real  virtues  to  enumerate, — 
under  an  imaginary  femblance  they  recorded  the 
molt  cruel  and  flagitious  atrocities. 

The  devotion  of  the  times  confided  in  the  ex¬ 
travagance  of  external  ceremonies,  not  in  the 
tacit  oblations  of  the  heart :  the  purity  of  the 
faith  was  eftimated  but  by  the  magnitude  of  its 
donatives  to  the  church ;  and  thofe  gifts,  pro¬ 
portioned  to  the  crimes  of  the  profelytes,  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  gratitude  of  the  miniders  of  reli¬ 
gious 
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gious  communities,  a  ready  abfolution  and  par¬ 
don  for  the  moft  flagrant  offences. 

The  large  endowments,  fo  profufely  beftowed, 
produced  however  one  good  effecft.  The  mili¬ 
tary  charadler  of  the  Franks,  the  fpirit  of  which 
they  infufed  into  their  conquered  fubjecffs,  was 
unfavourable  to  the  improvement  of  agriculture ; 
the  pious  frenzy  of  the  age,  in  fome  meafure, 
corrected  the  growing  evil.  By  an  appropria¬ 
tion  of  extenflve  traifts  of  land  to  the  religious 
Orders,  the  moft  defert  parts  of  the  kingdom 
were  reforted  to ;  forefts  were  defpoiled  of  their 
-woods,  for  the  conftriivftion  of  churches  and 
abbeys  :  in  exchange  for  the  deep  filence  of  the 
forefts,  were  heard  the  chimes  of  the  belfry, 
which  awakened  the  enthunaft  to  mortification 
and  to  prayer ;  the  moft  fertile  provinces,  as 
well  as  the  moft  frightful  folitudes,  were  peopled : 
to  thorns  and  briars  fucceeded  corn  and  vines ; 
the  fetid  marfh  was  converted  into  the  flow-ery 
meadow,  and  the  velvet  lawn;  the  filver  rill,  and 
the  founding  torrent,  were  deduced  from  the 
mountains  to  turn  the  mill,  or  to  irrigate  the 
plains ;  and  the  monks  being  the  poffeffors  of 
numerous  bondfmen,  they  not  only  cultivated 
the  land,  but  raifed  villages,  nay  fmall  towns,  in 
the  vicinity  of  their  monafteries. 

So  early  as  the  reign  of  Chilperic,  the  grand- 
fon  of  Clovis,  the  riches  accumulated  by  the 
clergy,  attra&ed  the  cupidity  of  that  rapacious 

Q^4  Monarch, 
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Monarch;  he  bitterly  inveighed  againli  their  opu-? 
lence ;  “  The  Regal  domains,”  faid  he,  “  are  trans- 
**  ferred  to  the  church ;  none  are  in  authority, 
“  excepting  the  bilhops;  the  temporal  reign  i§ 
*c  now  no  more.”  He  annulled  the  donations  of 
his  father;  but,  upon  his  death,  they  were  reftored 
by  Gontran. 

The  fpiritual  dominion  was  checked,  if  not 
entirely  difarranged,  by  Charles  Martel.  His 
father  had  protected  the  Clergy ;  but,  attached  to 
no  part  of  the  community  himfelf,  excepting  to 
his  adherents  in  the  held,  he  made  free  with 
their  temporal  concerns,  to  reward  thofe  to 
whom  he  was  indebted  for  the  fuccefs  of  his 
arms,  and  the  liability  of  his  power.  From  the 
blind  fuperllition  which  pervaded  all  ranks  of 
the  community,  he  not  only  found  them  polfelfed 
of  innumerable  benefices,  but  the  proprietors  of 
the  moll  valuable  parts  of  the  allodial  lands : 
with  a  bold  and  indifcriminate  hand  he  wrefted 
from  them  their  valuable  acquihtions.  It  was  in 
vain  that  they  oppofed,  what  they  deemed  fo  fa- 
crilegious  an  encroachment  upon  their  rights. 
An  Abbot  of  Fontenelle,  who  had  excited  a  re¬ 
bellion  of  monks  againli  him,  he  ordered  to  be 
beheaded ;  and  the  feverity  with  which  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  againli  all  fuch  as  any  way  oppofed  his 
views,  offer  to  us  a  fufficient  reafon  for  thofe  ridi¬ 
culous  tales  fabricated  by  the  Fathers  of  the 
eighth  century,  and  for  the  virulence  and  exagge¬ 
ration 
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ration  with  which  they  purfued  the  memory  of  A.  D. 
this  fplendid  character.  - 

Pepin  and  Carloman,  defirous  of  conciliating 
the  clergy  and  the  laity,  i  filled  precaires,  ordain¬ 
ing  that  a  proportion  of  the  former  produce  of 
their  lands  ffiould  be  allowed  them,  and  a  repof- 
feffion  upon  the  death  of  thofe  who  held  them  ; 
a  meafure,  as  it  was  not  enforced,  that  rather 
ferved  to  heighten  the  animofities  already  exit¬ 
ing  between  the  two  Orders. 

Charlemagne,  at  his  acceffion,  found  the  ec- 
clefiadical  lands  in  the  hands  of  the  foldierv, 
as  his  grandfather  had  thofe  of  the  laity  in 
the  poffeffion  of  the  church.  It  was  not  proba¬ 
ble  that  thofe  who  had  obtained  thefe  new  bene¬ 
fices,  and  who  confidered  them  as  the  reward  of 
their  valour  and  exertions,  would  readily  be  in¬ 
duced  to  reftore  them  ;  he  therefore  judicioufly 
.jvaved  the  conteft,  and  applied  to  other  means 
to  fatisfy  the  clergy. — From  extreme  opulence, 
they  had  been  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  dependance, 
even  to  accept  the  protection  of .  thofe  for 
whofe  advantage  they  had  been  plundered. 

Such  an  humiliation,  for  men  who  were  to  diredr 
the  confciences  of  others,  and  who  were  to 
depend  upon  the  precarious  charity  of  indivi¬ 
duals,  for  the  fupply  of  their  wants,  and  the  fup- 
port  of  their  functions,  demanded  a  fpeedy  and 
an  efficient  relief.  He  renewed  the  ordonnances 
of  Pepin,  enjoining  a  tenth  to  be  paid  of  the 

produce 
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•A-  D.  produce  of  thofe  lands  that  had  been  wrefted 
from  them ;  a  tax  which,  however  burdenfome  and 
oppreflive  at  that  time  confidered,  was  yet  the 
foundation  for  its  becoming,  under  his  fucceffors, 
a  general  and  determined  one  throughout  the 
Gallic  Empire. 

This  recent  decree  he  enforced  by  conforming 
to  it  upon  his  own  domains.  It  was  manifeft 
that  he  wifned  to  reftore  to  the  church  the  dig¬ 
nity  it  had  loft.  By  the  ancient  Canons  the 
Clergy  had  nominated  to  vacant  prelacies ;  the 
Merovingian  Princes  had  ufurped  this  right. 
The  former,  in  conftderation  of  being  confirmed 
in  their  ecdefiaftical  jurifdi&ions,  refigned  it 
into  the  hands  of  Clotaire  the  Second,  in  the 
memorable  meeting  that  was  held  at  Paris. 
Charlemagne  reftored  to  them  this  ceded  privi¬ 
lege  ;  receiving  them  to  his  immediate  protec¬ 
tion,  he  confoled  them  for  the  mortifications  they 
had  endured,  by  nominating  them  to  fome  of 
the  moft  important  offices  of  the  realm,  and  by 
the  liberal  grants  of  innumerable  benefices,  more 
particularly  in  his  German  dominions. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  his  reign  they  were 
highly  diftinguifhed,  and  again  became  im- 
menfely  opulent :  his  favourite  Alcuin  alone  pof- 
feffed  three  abbeys,  with  twenty  thoufand  flaves; 
and  his  munificence  was  extended  to  them  after 
his  death.  By  a  codicil  to  his  will,  his  perfonal 
property  was  ordered  to  be  divided  into  three 

ftiares  j. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  23$ 

(hares ;  two  of  which  he  left  to  the  church,  to 
be  diftributed  between  the  metropolitan  and  the 
fuffragan  bilhops ;  the  remaining  third  was 
again  directed  to  be  divided  into  four  parts,  one 
of  which  he  bequeathed  to  his  children,  another  to 
be  added  to  the  former  gift,  and  the  remaining 
two  portions  to  charitabe  ufes. 

Having  complained  of  the  rigour  of  military 
fervice,  they  were  difpenfed  with  from  attending 
him  to  the  field ;  yet  were  they  fo  ftrangely  in- 
confiftent  as  to  lament  that,  by  this  exclufion, 
they  had  loft  the  eltimation  of  the  public. 

The  religious  intolerance  of  Charlemagne,  we 
have  too  frequently  had  occafion  to  lament.  Bent 
upon  the  eftablifhment  of  his  faith,  he  buffered 
the  zeal  of  the  bigot  to  fuperfede  the  higher  duties 
of  juftice  and  humanity.  In  his  own  dominions 
he  w7as  indefatigable  in  correcting  the  errors,  and 
in  reforming  the  manners  of  the  clergy;  and  in 
enforcing  upon  their  minds  the  necefiity,  and 
upon  their  practice  the  duties,  of  their  fpiritual 
miniftration.  There  did  not  pafs  a  fingle  year 
in  his  long  and  interefting  reign,  in  which  was 
not  held  a  council  to  regulate  the  fpiritual  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  church ;  and  in  the  laft  of  his  life,  no 
lefs  than  fix  of  thefe  meetings  were  convened  in 
different  parts  of  his  extenfive  dominions. 

Bifhops  were  not  allowed  by  tranfiation  to  ex¬ 
change  their  fees,  nor  to  abfent  themfelves  from 
their  diocefes  for  a  longer  period  than  three 

weeks. 
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A.  D.  weeks.  The  cudom  of  retaining  by  force  the 
children  of  the  Nobility  who  had  been  confined 
to  the  cloider  by  the  authority  of  their  parents, 
was  fupprelfed ;  and  they  were  permitted,  when 
arrived  at  the  age  of  puberty,  to  forego,  if  they 
thought  proper,  the  monadic  life.  Women  were 
not  allowed  to  take  the  veil  until  their  twenty- 
fifth  year,  nor  a  widow  until  ten  days  after  the 
deceafe  of  her  hufband ;  the  afylum  that  was  af¬ 
forded  by  the  church  to  thieves  and  murderers 
was  abrogated,  and  the  delinquents  were  made 
amenable  to  the  rigours  of  judice. 

At  this  aera  the  Metropol  tans  indifcriminateiy 
took  the  appellation  of  Archbifhops,  which  had 
been  before  ufed  but  with  great  referee.  The 
communion  became  an  univerfal  facrament  in 
both  the  public  and  the  private  obfervance  of 
religion.  Auricular  confeflion,  which  had,  in  its 
commencement,  been  only  required  from  the 
monks  by  their  fuperior,  was  now'  extended 
throughout  the  whole  community.  The  organ 
■was  introduced  into  divine  f  rvice  in  the  reign  of 
Pepin  the  Short,  to  whom  it  had  been  prefented 
by  Condamine  the  Greek  Emperor.  Chaunting 
had  been  long  in  edimation;  and  Charlemagne 
fo  much  delighted  in  it,  that  he  was  induced  to 
make  it  a  neceffary  part  of  education. 

*  ***** 

In  the  warlike  ages  we  have  reviewed,  it  is 
natural  to  fuppofe  that  the  principles  of  patience 

and 
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and  induftry,  which  are  fo  necefTary  for  the  exten-  A  D. 
lion  of  trade,  fhould  be  but  little  foftered  among 
a  people  habituated  to  the  din  of  arms ;  and  who, 
unacquainted  with  artificial  delicacies  and  mo¬ 
dern  refinements,  were  contented  with  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  chafe,  and  the  fubfiftence  which  they 
derived  from  their  flocks,  and  who  alike  dif- 
dained  the  commerce,  as  the  arts  and  the  learn¬ 
ing,  of  the  unwarlike  Romans.  But  negleCted 
as  it  may  have  been  by  the  Merovingian  Princes, 
it  was  not  wholly  loft:  we  find  that,  fo  early  as 
the  reign  of  Dagobert,  there  were  eftabliftied 
fairs,  in  places  the  moft  convenient,  in  point  of 
centricily,  for  the  general  refort  of  all  nations ; 
and,  in  that  of  Charlemagne,  fmall  companies 
of  French  merchants  were  accuftomed  to  traffic 
with  the  Sclavonians,  Abates,  and  Saxons.  In  a 
capitulary  of  that  political  Prince,  his  French 
fubjedts  were  particularly  inhibited  the  fale  of 
arms,  and  cuirafles,  to  the  latter  turbulent  and 
warlike  people. 

Trade  was,  however,  not  fuitable  to  the  genius 
of  the  Franks,  and  was  principally  conducted  by 
foreigners.  The  city  of  Arles  had  been  long 
famous  for  its  manufactories  of  embroidery  in 
works  of  gold  and  filver ;  Narbonne  and  Mar- 
feilles  were  the  places  of  refort  for  the  veflels 
which  came  from  Conftantinople,  the  Italian 
cities,  and  Alexandria ;  and  the  commodities  of 
thofe  countries  were  difperfed  over  the  provinces 
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A.  D.  of  France  as  far  as  Treves,  by  means  of  tbeir 
navigable  rivers ;  and  from  thence  the  importa¬ 
tions  of  other  nations  were  conveyed  throughout 
the  provinces.  Embarking  them  upon  the  Rhone, 
they  proceeded  to  Lyons,  afterwards  up  the  Soane 
and  the  Doux ;  from  the  latter  they  were  tranf- 
ported  in  carriages  to  the  Mofelle,  and  finally 
transferred  throughout  the  interior  parts  of  the 
kingdom. 

The  moft  celebrated  fair  was  that  of  Landy, 
removed  by  Charlemagne  to  Aix-la-Chapelle. 
Here  the  Frifons  brought  for  fale  their  furs 
of  the  martin,  the  fable,  the  otter,  with  worfted 
clothing  of  ordinary  texture.  From  Spain  they 
received  horfes,  and  mules ;  from  England  they 
obtained  corn,  iron,  tin,  lead,  copper,  and  dogs 
for  the  ufe  of  the  chafe.  From  Conftantinople 
and  Alexandria,  were  obtained  the  commodities 
of  the  Eaft,  with  paper  of  Egyptian  manufac¬ 
ture,  oil,  wine,  and  medicinal  herbs.  The  ex¬ 
ports  from  France  confifted  but  of  few  articles, 
and  thofe  of  inferior  value;  fuch  as  pottery, 
works  in  copper,  honey,  madder,  fait,  and  wines, 
the  growth  of  the  country.  The  duties  upon 
the  imports  and  upon  the  exports,  more  efpe- 
cially  the  receipts  of  the  tolls  on  the  different 
rivers,  made  a  very  confiderable  portion  of  the 
revenues  of  the  Kings. 

****** 

The  cultivation  of  literature,  contracted  as  it 
had  become,  was  entirely  confined  to  the  educa¬ 
tion 
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'  tion  of  the  Monks.  The  trifling  remains  of  A 
the  works  of  ancient  authors  were  preferved  ^ 
within  their  walls  from  total  annihilation;  and 
a  monaftery  was  alike  the  facred  afylum  of  per- 
fecuted  weaknefs,  as  the  retreat  of  the  bigot,  and 
the  refuge  of  the  tyrant.  The  fcarcity  of  books, 
and  the  abour  and  expence  of  multiplying 
copies,  may  be  confidered  as  one  of  the  leading 
caufes  of  the  darknefs  of  the  middle  ages.  A 
moft  deplorable  ignorance  pervaded  Europe; 
not  only  Tmnces,  but  few  of  the  elevated  dig¬ 
nitaries  of  the  church,  could  fubfcribe  to  the 
Canons  of  the  Councils  in  which  they  prefided. 
Charlemagne  himfelf  attained  the  art  of  writing 
at  an  advanced  period  of  his  life;  but  the  radia¬ 
tions  of  his  genius,  burft  through  thefe  early  dis¬ 
advantages,  and  in  defpite  of  the  obfcurity  of  the 
times,  diffufed  a  brilliant  but  a  temporary  lumi- 
nation.  He  eftablifhed  fchools  throughout  his  ex- 
tenfive  empire,  fteadily  encouraged  the  profeflbrs 
of  erudition,  and  acquired,  by  the  moft  perfevering 
afliduity,  a  knowledge  fo  cornprehenftve  in  laws, 
politics,  arts,  and  fciences,  as  would  lead  us  to 
doubt  the  records  of  the  early  hiftorians,  were 
not  the  inftitutions  of  his  reign,  and  the  extent 
of  his  power  and  dominions,  fo  amply  and  fo 
fully  elucidated. 

*****  * 

Money,  with  the  corruption  which  it  en¬ 
genders,  is  a  concomitant  of  civilization,  and  the 
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fource  of  almoft  every  evil ;  it  is  a  medium  of 
luxury,  but  of  little  value  where  the  arts  of  life, 
inducing  fu.perfluity,  are  little  cultivated  or 
known.  The  difficulty  with  which  thofe  pre¬ 
cious  metals  that  are  deftined  to  corrupt  inno¬ 
cence,  and  to  let  up  the  crimes  and  miferies  of 
life  to  fale,  are  ex  traded  from  the  bowels  of  the 
earth,  points  out  that  the  furface  fhould  be  firfl 
exhaufted  before  we  dive  into  thofe  repofitories 
of  nature  with  any  machine  more  hofti^e  than  the 
plough.  The  accumulation  of  ricfes,  as  of  ho¬ 
nours,  is  but  a  precarious  polfeffion,  and  but  fel- 
dom  enjoyed  when  obtained.  The  uncultivated- 
barbarian,  unacquainted  with  its  ideal  value, 
covets  it  not,  or  confiders  its  attainment  as  incom¬ 
patible  with  liberty  ;  contented  with  what  nature 
fpontaneoufly  offers,  or  the  exertions  of  hunting 
and  fifhing  fupply,  he  feels  that  natural  equality 
of  which  wealth  is  ignorant. 

The  Franks  had  but  little  fpecie;  their  fines 
were  paid  in  cattle,  fheep,  and  other  moveables, 
the  value  of  which  was  fettled  by  the  laws.  In 
the  time  of  Charlemagne  money  was  of  nearly 
the  fame  value  as  in  the  Roman  Empire  during 
the  reign  of  Conflantine.  The  golden  Jol  of 
the  Franks,  the  fame  as  the  Roman  folidus ,  was 
in  value  equal  to  85  grains  and  f  of  a  grain ; 
and  to  40  deniers  or  denarii  of  filver,  about 
eight-pence  halfpenny  Englifh  money.  They 
had  likewife  filver  fols,  refembling  the  prefent 
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g)'0s  ecus,  or  French  crowns,  and  were  equal  to  A. 
twelve  deniers  ;  but  the  Jol  or  Jou  is  now  fo  much 
debafed,  that  it  is  more  of  a  copper  coin,  having 
but  a  trifling  proportion  of  fllver.  The  livre ,  an 
imaginary  coin,  was  the  reprefentative  of  the 
numerary  pound,  or  twelve  ounces  of  fllver,  and 
rated  at  the  value  of  twenty  fllver  Jols.  The 
common  neceflaries  of  life  were  then  eight  times 
cheaper  than  in  the  prefent  century ;  twenty- 
four  poundsmf  bread  valued,  in  the  Capitulars,  at 
one  denier bout  a  Hard  for  a  pound,  which  is 
now  bought  at  nearly  eight  times  that  price. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 


The  Tudefque,  or  the  German,  was  the  verna¬ 
cular  tongue  of  the  Franks ;  but  intermixing  it 
with  that  of  the  conquered  nations,  who  ufed  the 
Romanefque,  or  ruftic  Latin,  they  gradually  lofl: 
their  original  language :  and  this  latter  is  the 
foundation  of  the  French,  Italian,  and  Spanilh 
languages. 

****** 

With  the  ferocious  manners  of  Germany,  the 
Franks  blended  the  paflions  and  the  vices  of  the 
conquered  nation.  That  innate  love  of  liberty, 
that  public  fpirit,  which  diftinguiflied  them  in 
their  contefts  with  the  Romans,  Was  relaxed  by 
the  acquirement  of  eafe,  and  the  pofleflion  of 
wealth.  Laws  were  indeed  enadted,  but  they 
were  not  enforced :  opulent  from  the  injuftice 
or  the  favour  of  princes,  the  nobles  encouraged 
them  in  their  moft  daring  outrages  j  and  perfidy 
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became  refpedtable : — -nor  do  we  find  that  any 
adts  of  magnanimity,  any  burfts  of  genius,  or 
progno  (locations  of  fcience,  diftinguifhed  either 
the  Sovereigns  or  the  fubjedts  of  the  Merovin¬ 
gian  race. 

Unwilling  to  adopt  whatever  they  might  have 
found  ufeful  in  the  manners  and  regulations  of 
their  new  fubje&s,  they  were  more  adlive  to  de- 
ftroy  than  to  preferve  the  fine  cities,  and  the 
magnificent  ffrudtures  that  had  been  eredted  by 
the  Romans.  To  regenerate  from  ruin,  and  to 
rebuild  from  either  comfort  or  necemty,  had  not 
yet  entered  into  their  rude  fyftem  of  politics. 
Brunehaut,  indeed,  was  an  exception  to  thefe 
charges  of  facrilegious  deftruction :  fine  repaired 
the  old  Roman  caufeways,  and  raifed  many  pub¬ 
lic  works  of  ornament  and  of  ufe. 

It  cannot  be  juftly  faid  that  there  was  any  par¬ 
ticular  form  of  government,  or  any  regular  fyf¬ 
tem  of  jurifprudence,  from  the  end  of  the  feventh 
century,  until  the  reign  of  Pepin :  the  nation 
exhibited  a  continued  fcene  of  rapacity  and  of 
warfare,  of  violence  and  of  ufurpation. — He 
opened  the  path  to  brighter  fcenes; — with  a 
mafterly  hand  he  iketched  the  outline  of  the  po¬ 
litical  pidture,  and  left  his  fon  to  complete  with 
a  more  vigorous  and  fuccefsful  pencil,  the  mag¬ 
nificent,  and,  it  is  to  be  lamented,  not  a  perma¬ 
nent  work. 

The  French  hiftory  affords  not  a  reign  more 
inftrudtive,  or  more  interefting  to  mankind,  than 
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the  one  we  have  juft  reviewed.  Raifed  to  a  king-  A 
dom  fo  extenftve,  encompafled  by  turbulent  and  ^ 
ambitious  neighbours,  and  over-run  by  innu¬ 
merable  domeftic  diforders,  we  cannot  but  admire 
with  fome  degree  of  enthufiafm  the  tranquillity 
which  the  internal  dominions  of  Charlemagne  fo 
uninterruptedly  enjoyed  for  nearly  half  a  century; 
while  at  the  fame  time  we  lament  that  juftice  has 
obliged  us  to  expofe  thofe  dark  fhadows  which 
obfcure  his  moft  brilliant  adtions,  and  which 
muft  too  frequently  have  filled  with  difguft  the 
mind  of  the  reader.  His  intolerant  zeal  for  the 
propagation  of  his  faith,  which  led  him  to  fuch 
unexampled  aCts  of  inhumanity ; — his  ufurpation 
of  the  dominions  of  the  Lombards  King,  and  the 
Dukedom  of  Bavaria ; — however  political,  cannot 
be  juftified  in  the  eye  of  the  lover  of  juftice; — 
and  above  all,  the  myfterious  fate  of  the  fons  of 
Carloman,  whofe  innocence  alone  ought  to  have 
been  their  protection.  Thefe  circumftances  com¬ 
bined,  oblige  us  to  allow  that  his  moft  fplendid  - 
attainments  can  never  compenfate  for  this  unfa¬ 
vourable  ftde  of  his  character. 

In  taking  a  laft  farewell  of  this  diftinguifhecl 
reign,  the  mind  ftill  fluctuates  between  refent- 
ment  and  complacency  :  the  fondnefs  of  predi¬ 
lection  has  too  often  biafled  truth,  and  induced 
the  hiftorian  to  dwell  upon  the  virtues,  while 
he  barely  traces  the  ftronger  vices,  of  Charle¬ 
magne  ;  and  the  philofopher  would  be  led,  in 
confidering  the  actions  of  his  life,  to  cenfure 
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more  than  to  applaud.  But  his  name  will  furvive 
to  the  lateft  pofterity ;  and  it  is  to  be  wiihed  that 
future  Sovereigns,  foregoing  his  errors,  would 
•only  imitate  that  part  of  his  condudl  fo  worthy 
of  example,  his  unwearied  attention  to  the  diftri- 
bution  of  juftice,  his  benevolence  to  the  lower 
clafles  of  his  fubje&s,  and  the  dignity  with 
which  he  fupported  the  fplendor  of  the  throne. 

CHAPTER  XII. 

THE  REIGN  OF  LEWIS  THE  DEBONAIR. 

His  empire — Repairs  to  Aix-la-Chapelle — Reformations — • 
Conceffions  to  the  Saxons  and  Frifons — Bernard’s  homage — 
Crowned  by  the  Pope — Heriolte  protected — Aflociates  Lo- 
thaire  in  the  empire — Pepin,  King  of  Aquitaine — Lewis  of 
Bavaria — Revolt  of  Bernard — Who  fubmits — Condemnation 
and  death — The  natural  fons  of  Charlemagne  lhaved  and 
Ihut  up — Breton’s  revolt — Death  of  Hermangarde — Marries 
Judith — Revolt  of  Linduit  —  Emperor’s  penance — Lothaire 
fent  to  Rome,  and  crowned — War  with  the  Bretons — Ill  fuc- 
cefs  in  Spain — External  and  domeltic  troubles — Lewis  de- 
ferted  by  his  army — And  becomes  the  prifoner  of  his  fons — 
j  udith  confined — The  Emperor  reftored  by  Pepin  and  Lewis — 
Lothaire  deprived  of  the  title  of  Emperor — Pepin  revolts — 
Deprived  of  his  dominions — Bellowed  upon  Charles — A  ge¬ 
neral  infurredtion — Lewis  again  a  prifoner  to  his  fons — Con¬ 
fined,  and  does  public  penance — Rellored  again  to  his  domi¬ 
nions  by  Pepin  and  Lewis — Lothaire  pardoned,  and  difmilfed 
to  Italy — Norman  invafions — Charles,  King  of  Neuilria— - 
Pepin  dies — A  new  divifion  of  empire — King  of  Bavaria 
revolts — Submits,  and  again  revolts — The  Emperor  prepares 
to  cha(tife  him — His  death  and  character. 
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As  the  politics  of  the  departed  Prince  feldom  a.  D. 
ferve  as  a  rule  of  condudt  to  the  one  who  may ' 
fucceed,  we  fhall  be  the  lefs  furprifed  at  that 
diverfity  of  fyftem  that  prevailed,  after  the  death 
of  the  father,  in  the  cabinet  of  the  fon ;  and  it 
would  have  been  fortunate  for  his  fubjedts,  as 
well  as  for  his  own  domeftic  tranquillity,  had  the 
latter  poffelTed  a  portion  of  that  vigour  and  firm- 
nefs,  for  which  the  former  had  been  fo  con- 
fpicuoufly  diftinguifhed,  or  that  his  difpofition 
and  abilities  had  been  equal  to  the  energies  of 
adlion. 

The  prodigious  extent  of  dominions  bequeathed 
by  the  late  Emperor,  had  comprehended  all  the 
prefent  kingdom  of  France,  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  modern  Germany,  the  Low  Countries, 
Switzerland,  the  country  of  the  Grifons,  a  confi- 
derable  portion  of  Poland,  Italy  to  the  confines 
of  Beneventum,  and  that  part  of  Spain  lying  on 
this  fide  of  the  river  Ebro.  In  the  limited 
fphere  of  government  to  which  he  had  been 
entrufted,  and  in  which  the  genius  of  Char¬ 
lemagne  had  infenlibly  operated,  Lewis,  fur- 
named  the  Debonair,  from  the  gracefulnefs  of 
his  manners,  had  conducted  himfelf  with  cir- 
curnftances  fo  favourable  to  his  general  character, 
that  the  failings  of  his  mind,  not  having  occafion 
for  extraordinary  exertions,  had,  as  yet,  palled 
unobferved. 

The  information  which  he  received  of  the  death 
of  his  father,  betrayed  at  once  the  weaknefs  and 
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A.  D.  timidity  of  his  fuccelTor.  His  mind  was  not 
fufficiently  compofed  to  enable  him  to  enjoy  the 
elevation  to  which  he  had  attained,  without  a 
fufpicion  and  a  dread  of  faction.  The  power 
and  popularity  of  Walla,  a  defcendant  of  Martel, 
of  whofe  ambition  and  reftlefs  difpofition  he 
was  well  apprifed,  and  who  in  the  former  reign 
had  been  highly  diftinguifhed  by  the  favour  and 
confidence  of  the  late  Emperor,  was  the  object 
of  alarm  to  Lewis.  Fearful  that  his  abfence 
from  the  capital  might  infpire  him  with  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  difturbing  the  commencement  of 
his  reign,  he,  immediately  upon  the  notification 
of  his  acceflion  to  the  empire,  quitted  his  palace 
of  Theodad  in  Aquitaine,  and  arrived  thirty  days 
after  at  the  Imperial  city  of  Aix-la-Chapelle, 
attended  by  a  force  Sufficient  to  difperfe,  had 
there  really  exifled  the  fadtion  which  he  had 
dreaded.  Contrary,  however,  to  his  expectations, 
he  found  the  nobles  zealous  to  convince  him  of 
their  duty  and  attachment,  and  Walla  among  the 
foremoft  to  teftify  his  allegiance,  and  acknow¬ 
ledge  a  fubmiffion  to  his  lawful  foyereign. 

His  apprehensions  of  public  commotions  being 
thus  allayed,  he  turned  his  thoughts  to  the  exa¬ 
mination  of  the  private  diforders  of  the  palace  ; 
not,  perhaps,  aware  that,  in  his  zeal  for  reforma¬ 
tion,  he  might  refiedl  upon  the  memory  of  his 
father,  whofe  conduct,  in  the  extreme  indul¬ 
gence  he  had  allowed  to  his  daughters,  had  laid 
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jhim  open  to  cenfure.  He  banifhed  his  lifters  A.  D. 
from  the  court  to  the  abbeys  affigned  them  for 
their  fupport ;  confiderably  enlarged  their  por¬ 
tions,  but  punilhed  with  feverity  their  feducers. 

He  convened  an  aflembly  in  his  capital,  wherein 
he  confirmed  the  immunities  of  the  church,  and 
prepared  himfelf  to  enter  upon  the  arduous  talk 
of  government. 

The  treaty  with  the  Greek  Emperor,  Leo,  the 
fucceflor  of  Michael,  was  renewed  ;  a  conftder- 
able  portion  of  the  annual  tribute  exacted  from 
Grimoalde,  the  Duke  of  Beneventum,  remitted  ; 
and  he  generoufly  reftored  to  the  Saxons  and  to 
the  Frifons,  the  common  rights  of  inheritance 
withheld  from  them  by  the  late  Emperor;  an  aft 
of  juftice  which  fecured  to  him  their  future  grati¬ 
tude  and  allegiance  !  Some  Gothic  troops,  which 
had  entered  into  Septimania  to  avoid  the  per- 
fecutions  of  the  Saracens  in  Spain,  had  been 
equally  opprefied  by  the  fubjefts  of  Lewis  ;  he 
took  them  under  his  protection,  and  allowed 
them  the  enjoyment  of  all  thofe  privileges  at¬ 
tached  to  freemen. 

The  next  year  Bernard,  the  King  of  Italy,  re¬ 
paired  to  the  Diet  aftembled  at  Padderborn,  to 
tender  his  oath  of  fidelity,  a  ftipulation  impofed 
by  Charlemagne  when  he  furrendered  to  him  the 
dominions  of  Pepin.  And  Stephen  the  Fifth  re¬ 
quired  from  the  Roman  people,  a  renewal  of 
their  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  new  Sovereign; 
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A.  D.  repairing,  foon  after,  himfelf  into  France,  to 
gI7  place  the  diadem  upon  the  head  of  Lewis,  and 
upon  that  of  his  Emprefs  Hermangarde.  To 
divide  the  power  of  the  Normans,  or  Danes,  as 
they  are  indifcriminately  called  by  the  French 
hiftorians,  and  to  prevent  their  frequent  depreda¬ 
tions,  he  protected  Heriolte,  a  competitor  for  the 
crown  of  Denmark  :  his  exertions,  however  in¬ 
effectual  to  eftablifh  him  in  the  fovereignty,  pre- 
ferved  for  a  while  the  fecurity  of  his  maritime 
provinces. 

The  empire  had  hitherto  enjoyed  a  confider- 
able  portion  of  tranquillity,  if  we  except  a  trifling 
difturbance  among  the  Gafcons  and  the  Sora- 
bians  :  but  the  imprudence  of  Lewis  now  opened 
to  himfelf  a  fcene  of  contention  and  mifery, 
#  which  accompanied  him,  with  little  interruption, 
to  the  concluding  hours  of  his  life.  Induced  by 
the  example  of  his  father  to  a  divifion  of  his 
dominions,  he  was  not  fenflble  of  the  vaft  diifimi- 
larity  of  their  difpofitions.  The  fons  of  Charle¬ 
magne  had  been  merely  his  governors  in  thofe 
provinces  which  he  had  permitted  them  to  hold 
with  the  royal  title ;  and  the  admirable  fubor- 
dination  which  he  had  preferved  to  himfelf,  was 
not  fo  much  to  be  attributed  to  their  duty,  as  to 
that  mental  vigour  in  which  his  fucceffor  was 
wholly  deficient.  Having  obtained  the  concur¬ 
rence  of  the  general  meeting  held  at  Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle,  the  Emperor  affociated  Lothaire,  his  eldeft 
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fbn,  in  the  empire:  the  kingdom  of  Aquitaine  he  A.  D. 
bellowed  upon  Pepin ;  and  to  Lewis,  the  youngeft, 
he  gave  the  dominion  of  Bavaria. 

♦  The  King  of  Italy,  offended  at  the  late  parti¬ 
tion  of  fovereignty,  and  inftigated  by  the  difaf- 
fe&ed  clergy,  who  had  not  approved  of  the  refor¬ 
mations  of  the  Emperor  in  the  church,  took  up 
arms,  with  the  flattering  hope  of  obtaining  the 
imperial  diadem.  The  Archbifhops  of  Milan 
and  Cremona,  with  the  Bifhop  of  Orle  ns,  and 
Adelard,  Abbot  of  Corbie,  the  brother  of  Walla, 
were  among  thofe  who  efpoufed  his  caufe :  but, 
with  an  activity  of  which  his  enemies  did  not 
fuppofe  him  capable, — Lewis  alfembled  a  nume¬ 
rous  force,  and  determined,  by  palling  into  Italy, 
to  crufh,  in  its  commencement,  the  fpirit  of  rebel¬ 
lion  ;  but,  upon  his  arrival  at  Chalons,  he  found 
the  means,  by  negociation,  to  induce  the  mofi; 
confldera^e  part  of  the  Italian  army  to  abandon 
their  leader. — Bernard,  thus  deferted,  and  relying 
upon  the  gentlenefs  afcribed  to  the  difpofltion  of 
his  uncle,  repaired  to  his  camp,  and  upon  his 
knees  implored  his  clemency  and  pardon.  But 
he  too  foon  found,  from  the  frigid  reception  he 
experienced,  that  he  could  not  flatter  himfelf  with 
the  hope  of  indulgence:  and,  at  the  enfuing  af- 
fembly  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  he  was  condemned,  as 
were  the  principal  confpirutors,  to  expiate,  by 
their  deaths,  the  difturbances  they  had  occalioned. 

By  a  Angular  kind  of  mitigation,  their  fentence 
was  commuted  by  the  Emperor  to  the  depriva- 
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\A.  E  tion  of  fight ;  and  the  unfortunate  grandfon  of 
818.  t^ie  diffinguifhed  Charlemagne,  confpicuous  for 
his  abilities,  beloved  by  his  fubjebts,  and  only  in 
the  twentieth  year  of  his  age,  expired  three  days ' 
afterwards,  in  confequence  of  the  cruel  outrage 
that  had  been  inflicSted  upon  his  perfon.  The 
Clergy,  who  had  been  the  chief  promoters  of  the 
revolt,  were  excluded  from  the  feverity  of  this 
punifhment,  and  only  buffered  a  degradation  and 
banifhment !  In  dread  of  future  confpiracies, 
the  Emperor,  by  a  weak  and  unjuftifiabie  policy, 
ordered  his  three  illegitimate  brothers  to  be 
fhaved,  and  confined  in  different  monafferies. 

From  this  melancholy  fcene,  his  attention  was 
turned  to  the  Bretons,  who  affirmed  to  themfelves 
the  nomination  of  a  king:  he  repaired  in  perfon 
into  Brittany,  and  committed  fuch  devaluations, 
that  upon  the  death  of  their  chief,  affaflinated 
in  a  {edition,  they  fubmitted,  and  reeved  No- 
manon,  the  Count  appointed  by  him  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  that  proviiice.  Upon  his  return 
from  this  expedition,  he  loft  Hermangarde,  his 
queen.  Naturally  inclined  to  a  monaftic  life, 
this  event  encouraged  his  wiffies  for  a  feclufion 
from  the  world :  and  it  was  with  forne  difficulty 
that  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  divert  thefe  ideas 
by  efpoufing  Judith,  a  daughter  of  Guelph,  Duke 
of  Bavaria,  highly  endowed  both  with  perfonal 
charms  and  mental  qualifications.  In  the  fame 
year  Linduit,  a  Duke  of  the  Huns,  revolted, 
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and  prevailed  upon  the  Sclavonians  to  join  him.  A.  D. 
He  maintained  a  vigorous  and  fuccefsful  war 
x>f  fome  continuance,  defeated  feveral  armies  em¬ 
ployed  againft  him,  and  was  at  length  flain  by 
the  treachery  of  a  Dalmatian  Lord. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  Thionville,  the  Emperor 
reftored  to  thofe  prelates  who  had  been  fome 
years  before  difgraced,  their  confifcated  eflates; 
and  his  mind  became  fo  much  disturbed  by  re¬ 
flecting  upon  his  conduct  to  Bernard,  and  the 
fons  of  Charlemagne,  that  he  was  induced  by 
Adelard,  his  favourite  minifter,  to  enjoin  himfelf 
a  public  penance  before  a  numerous  meeting 
held  at  Attigny,  as  an  atonement  for  his  inhu¬ 
manity  ;  and,  not  fatisfied  with  this  humiliation, 
he,  at  the  fame  time,  fullied  the  luftre  of  the  Im¬ 
perial  dignity  by  an  enumeration  of  feif-imputed 
errors.  After  fo  extraordinary  an  inftance  of  his 
weaknefs,  we  cannot  be  furprifed  that  he  was  no 
longer  refpedted,  or  that  his  fubje&s  were  willing 
to  condemn  one  who  fo  anxioully  fought  to  con¬ 
demn  himfelf.  To  his  brothers  he  offered  his 
permiflion  to  quit  the  fpintual  life  which  he  had 
compelled  them  to  embrace;  but  they  refilled  to 
accept  of  his  conceflion,  and  flill  continued  to 
profecute  their  clerical  functions. 

The  Popes,  fenfible  of  his  weaknefs,  affumed 
to  themfelves  the  pontifical  honours  without 
awaiting  his  approbation,  and  proceeded  with 
fo  much  violence  and  oppreflion  in  their  admi- 
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D.  niftration  of  juftice,  that  the  Emperor  was  con-. 

823 — 30  ftrained  to  dilpatch  Lothaire  into  Italy,  to 
hear  and  redrefs  the  grievances  of  the  nobility 
and  of  the  Roman  people.  Not,  however,  pre¬ 
fuming  openly  to  rejedt  his  power, — Pafcal  the 
Firft  received  the  fon  of  Lewis  with  refpedtful 
attention,  and  placed  the  imperial  diadem  upon 
his  head  ;  but  the  diforders  ft  ill  prevailing,  he 
found  it  neceif  ry  to  re-eftablifh  a  royal  envoy, 
to  preferve  the  tranquillity  of  the  city. 

The  Bretons,  w'ho  with  equal  perfeverance 
contended  for  their  liberty  as  the  Saxons  had 
done  for  their  religion,  relumed  their  baffled  cou¬ 
rage,  and,  affembled  under  their  leader  Viomaque, 
again  attempted  to  ftiake  off  the  yoke  of  France. 
The  Emperor,  with  his  fons  Pepin  and  Lewis, 
dividing  their  forces,  entered  into  Brittany  in 
three  different  divifiohs,  laid  wafte  their  poffef- 
lions,  and  encamped  before  the  walls  of  Rennes. 
Perceiving  how  unavailing  was  their  ftruggle 
againft  fo  powerful  an  opponent,  they  laid  down 
their  arms,  invoked  his  clemency,  and  obtained, 
by  their  folicitations,  a  ceffation  of  warfare. 
Upon  the  retreat  of  the  victorious  army,  they  re¬ 
fumed  their  depredations,  but  were  conftrained, 
after  having  loft  their  valiant  chief,  to  fubmit 
to  the  power  of  Lambert,  the  Imperial  general. 

Not  fo  fortunate  in  Spain,  Lewis  had  the  mor¬ 
tification  to  find,  within  the  fpace  of  a  few  years, 
his  intereft  in  that  kingdom  nearly  annihilated. 

Aizus, 
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Aizus,  a  Goth,  had  feized  upon  Ofliina  in  Cata-  A.  D. 
Ionia ;  and,  aflifted  by  the  arms  of  the  Saracen 
King  of  Cordova,  fvvept,  with  a  defolating  courfe, 
the  countries  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Barcelona 
and  Gironda,  before  the  forces  commanded  by 
the  King  of  Aquitaine  were  in  a  fituation  to 
arreft  their  rapid  progrefs.  Lothaire,  with  a 
confiderable  body  of  troops,  was  fent  to  join  his 
brother ;  when,  advancing  as  far  as  Lyons,  and, 
confulting  with  Pepin  on  the  moderation  of  the 
enemy,  who,  fatisfied  with  their  recent  conquefts, 
had  (hewn  no  inclination  to  continue  their  hofti- 
lities, — they  made  no  further  effort  to  recover 
thofe  territories  which  had  been  torn  from  the 
empire ;  a  conduct,  not  reflecting  much  credit 
upon  the  valour  and  perfeverance  of  the  defen¬ 
dants  of  Charlemagne  !  And  the  Emperor,  em- 
barrafled  by  external  enemies  as  well  as  do- 
meftic  difturbances,  had  not  leifure  to  attend  ta 
the  recovery  of  thofe  diftant  and  difmembered 
provinces.  From  his  inability  to  protect  them, 
the  people  of  Navarre  choofe  Inigo  their  fove- 
reign,  and  eftablifhed  that  kingdom  and  Arra- 
gon. 

Heriolte,  whom  he  had  enduced  to  embrace 
Chriftianity,  whofe  caufe  he  had  invariably  ef- 
poufed,  and  at  length  feated  on  the  Daniih 
throne,  had  been  recently  driven  from  thence  ; 
and  the  Bulgarians,  entering  into  Pannonia,  com¬ 
mitted  dreadful  ravages  in  that  province,  the 
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A.  D.  government  cf  which  had  been  entrufted  to 
Balderic  the  Duke  of  Friuli,  who  was  deprived 
of  his  duchy  for  the  feeble  refiftance  he  had  made 
to  their  incurfions.  The  Saracens,  who  had  for 
fome  time  been  in  poffeffion  of  the  Ifland  of  Sicily, 
from  thence  extended  their  depredations,  a^d 
threatened  to  overwhelm  his  Italian  provinces  hy 
their  repeated  piracies  and  devaluations.  The 
Neapolitans,  unable  to  defend  themfelves  againft 
thefe  invaders,  offered  to  renounce  their  alle¬ 
giance  to  the  Greek  Emperor,  and  to  fubmit  to 
the  dominion  of  Lewis ;  but  of  this  flattering 
renunciation  he  was  not  in  a  fituation  to  avail 
himfelf :  a  formidable  combination  had  been  for 
fome  time  paft  forming  to  difturb  his  tran¬ 
quillity  ;  and  thefe  recent  calamities  had  accele¬ 
rated  the  plans  of  the  difaffected  confederates. 

The  powerful  influence  which  Judith  had  ob¬ 
tained  over  the  mind  of  the  Emperor,  and  the 
anxiety  fhe  naturally  felt  for  a  refpectable  efla- 
blifhrnent  for  Charles,  her  infant  fon,  excited  the 
fecret  refentment  of  his  brothers.  Their  divi- 
lions  of  fovereignty  had  been  long  afcertained: 
and  they  were  unwilling  to  forego,  in  favour  of  a 
new  competitor,  any  part  of  thofe  erritories  which 
they  had  been  allowed  to  conlider  as  their  pecu¬ 
liar  inheritance.  The  adherents  of  Bernard,  King 
of  Italy,  who  had  been  exiled  and  recalled,  and 
thofe  officers  who  had  been  difgraced  in  the  late 
unfortunate  war  in  Spain,  taking  advantage  of  the 
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diftrufb  that  had  arifen  in  the  minds  of  the  young  A.  D. 
Princes,  inflamed  their  refentments,  and  infufed 
into  their  hearts  a  portion  of  thofe  turbulent 
pafiions  by  which  their  own  had  become  dis¬ 
turbed-  • 

The  Emprefs  had  prevailed  upon  Lewis  to 
confer  the  dignity  of  Chamberlain,  or  confiden¬ 
tial  Minifter,  upon  Bernard,  Count  of  Barcelona ; 
a  fovereignty  was  projected  for  the  infant  Charles, 
to  comprehend  all  thofe  countries  lying  within 
the  Danube,  the  Maine,  the  Neckar,  and  the 
Rhine,  with  Rhaetia,  that  diflrid  now  poffeffed  by 
the  Grifons,  and  Burgundy-Transjurane,  which 
forms  the  prefent  territories  of  Switzerland.  The 
haughty  carriage  of  the  new  favourite,  with  the 
afcendancy  he  poffelTed  over  the  mind  of  Judith, 
and,  above  all,  the  late  acquifition  fhe  had  obtained 
for  her  fon,  increafed  the  general  difcontents ;  and 
at  length  induced  Lewis  to  appoint  a  commiffion 
to  inquire  into  the  diforders  that  had  arifen  in 
the  government.  Walla,  one  of  the  principal 
leaders  of  the  oppofite  fadion,  was  included  in 
this  legation ;  and  at  the  enfuing  affembly,  held  at 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  he  publicly  accufed  the  Empe¬ 
ror,  as  being  himfelf  the  foie  caufe  of  all  the  dis¬ 
turbances  that  had  arifen  in  the  State ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  boldly  aiferted  that  the  Emprefs  Judith 
had  been  unfaithful  to  his  bed.  Foftered  by  thefe 
feditious  infinuations,  a  revolt  in  Brittany  opened 
the  way  to  the  operations  of  their  long-concerted 
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D.  plans.  Hilduin,  Abbot  of  Saint  Denis,  the  B u 
fhops  of  Vienne,  Lyons,  and  Amiens,  as  formi¬ 
dable  for  their  extenlive  territories  as  for  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  piety  and  wifdom  they  had  acquired, 
openly  took  up  arms :  they  were  readily  joined 
by  the  difaffedted  from  all  quarters  ;  and,  when 
their  numbers  w7ere  fulhciently  formidable,  the 
fons  of  the  Emperor  avowed  their  fupport,  and 
became  the  partifans  of  this  unnatural  wrar. 

Deferted  at  Compiegne  by  the  army  he  had 
prepared  to  chaflife  the  Bretons,  he  fent  the  Em- 
prefs  to  a  monaftery  at  Laon,  as  a  place  of  fafety ; 
difmiffed  Bernard  to  his  government  ;  and  fub- 
mitted  to  become  the  prifoner  of  the  rebellious 
Pepin.  Judith,  forced  from  her  retreat,  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  receive  the  veil  at  Saint  Redegonde  of 
Poitiers ;  and,  upon  the  arrival  of  Lothaire  from 
Italy,  he  approved  and  confirmed  every  thing  that 
had  been  done,  proceeded  with  rigour  againft  her 
favourites  and  adherents,  and  deprived  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  all  concern  whatever  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  government. 

In  filence  and  feclufion  the  degraded  Lewis 
confumed  the  fpring  and  the  fummer,  with  a 
mind  not  yet  broken  by  misfortune,  and  with  a 
confcience  fatisfied  with  the  redlitude  of  his  in¬ 
tentions  :  it  was  in  vain  that  he  was  hourly  af- 
failed  by  the  Monks  placed  about  him,  to  abdi¬ 
cate  the  empire ;  with  firmnefs  he  refilled  their 
perfuafions ;  and,  by  his  conciliating  manners, 

induced 
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induced  them  to  become  his  moft  zealous  ad-  A.  D. 
herents.  Gombaud,  the  moft  confpicuoufly  adtive 
in  his  caufe,  fo  eloquently  reprefented  to  the 
Kings  of  Aquitaine  and  Bavaria,  how  much  they 
had  miftaken  their  intereft  in  depreffing  the  au¬ 
thority  of  a  kind  and  indulgent  father,  for  the 
precarious  friendftiip  of  a  brother,  who  perhaps 
had  no  other  view  but  to  make  them  the  inftru- 
ments  of  his  own  elevation,  that  they  not  only 
entreated  the  pardon  of  the  Emperor,  but  exerted 
themfelves  to  reftore  to  him  the  dignity  he  had 
loft. 

By  the  addrefs  and  perfeverance  of  his  parti- 
fans,  the  enfuing  convention  was  held  at  Nime- 
guen,  in  oppofition  to  the  inclinations  of  Lo- 
thaire,  who,  confcious  of  the  influence  he  pof- 
feffed  on  this  fide  of  the  Rhine,  endeavoured  to 
have  the  meeting  affembled  in  Neuftria.  The 
reliance  upon  the  fidelity  of  his  German  fubjedfs 
fully  anfwered  the  moft  fanguine  expectations  of 
the  Emperor:  he  was  re-eftabliftied  in  his  au¬ 
thority;  and  his  rebellious  fon,  encouraged  by  his 
conciliatory  offers,  repaired  to  his  parental  arms, 
and  received  from  his  affection  a  confirmation 
of  peace  and  fergivenefs.  Kis  adherents  were 
tried,  convidted  of  treafon,  and  condemned  to 
death  ;  but  the  rigour  of  this  fentence  was  re- 
verfed  by  the  clemency  of  their  Sovereign :  the 
Bilnop  of  Amiens  was  depofed,  and  the  punifti- 
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ment  oi-  his  confederates  exchanged  and  miti¬ 
gated  to  a  confinement  in  feparate  monafteries. 

No  fconer  reftored  to  empire,  than  anxious  to 
repair  the  difgrace  of  Judith,  he  prevailed  upon 
the  Pope  to  abfolve  her  vows  ;  and  Ihe  returned 
to  court  with  the  fame  haughty  fpirit,  and  that 
infati^ble  third;  of  power,  which  had  been  before 
the  preludes  of  her  fall.  Animated  with  refent- 
ment  at  her  recent  fufferings,  Lothaire  was  foon 
made  fenfible  of  her  animofity;  he  was  degraded 
from  the  Imperial  dignity,  and  difmilfed  to  Italy; 
and  the  reftlefs  Walla  condemned  to  a  ftridt 
confinement  in  a  fortrefs  upon  the  banks  of  the 
Lake  of  Geneva :  but  the  flame  fo  feebly  checked 
foon  burfi;  forth  with  redoubled  force  j  and  the 
fame  caufe  operated  ^gain  to  difturb  the  tran¬ 
quillity  of  Lewis. 

Impatient  of  her  unbounded  influence  in  the 
government,  the  brothers  renewed  their  intrigues. 
The  Count  of  Barcelona,  who  had  been  recalled 
from  Spain,  finding  that  the  Emprefs  w>as  di¬ 
rected  by  other  councils,  united  himfelf  with 
Pepin,  who,  with  the  King  of  Bavaria,  openly 
revolted.  The  Emperor,  with  a  numerous  force, 
prepared  to  chaftife  his  rebellious  fons :  palling 
the  Rhine,  he  purfued  the  King  of  Bavaria  to 
Aulburg,  who,  difappointed  in  fome  promifed 
fuccours,  and  not  being  able  with  his  inferior 
army  to  refill  his  father’s  arms,  had  recourfe  to 
his  clemency,  and  once  more  received  his  for- 
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givenefs.  More  exafperated  againft  Pepin,  he  A.  D. 
difpoffefled  him  of  his  dominions ;  and,  by  an  ill- 
judging  policy,  beftowed  them  in  the  moment 
of  danger  upon  Charles,  his  youngeft  fon.  This 
imprudent  ftep  was  the  fignal  for  a  general  infur- 
red:ion.  Lothaire,  accompanied  by  the  fovereign 
Pontiff,  Gregory  the  Fourth,  forced  the  palfes 
of  the  Alps  that  had  been  carefully  guarded,  to 
prevent  his  return  into  France,  and  joined  his 
brothers  Lewis  and  Pepin,  who,  with  a  confi- 
derable  army,  had  already  taken  the  field.  The 
contending  parties  encamped  within  fight  of 
each  other,  for  feveral  days,  between  Strafbourg 
and  Bafil,  under  the  mutual  hope  of  feeing  the 
ftrength  of  their  opponents  become  daily  weak¬ 
ened  by  defertion.  The  Pope,  not  avowing  any 
other  motive  for  his  interference  than  to  mode¬ 
rate,  by  his  prefence,  their  impetuofity,  and  by 
his  fpiritual  exhortations  the  effufion  of  domeftic 
blood,  was  difmiffed  to  the  Imperial  camp,  to 
procure,  by  his  mediation,  terms  of  accommoda¬ 
tion  and  peace.  Whether  he  was  himfelf  de¬ 
ceived,  or  meant  to  ad:  the  part  of  an  artful  ne¬ 
gotiator;  the  morning  after  his  departure  for 
Italy,  the  unfortunate  Lewis  found  himfelf  to¬ 
tally  abandoned  by  his  whole  army,  which  had 
been  feduced  from  his  fbmdard  while  he  had 
been  employed  in  conference  with  the  holy  fa¬ 
ther.  Once  more  a  prifoner  to  his  unnatural 
children,  in  a  tumultuous  meeting  of  the  princi- 

S  1  pal 


s6q 


THE  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


A. 

83L 


pal  officers,  he  was  declared  incapable  of  go-, 
vernment — inftantly  depofed ;  and  Lothaire  una- 
nimoufly  proclaimed  his  fncceffor.  The  Kings 
of  Aquitaine  and  Bavaria,  rewarded  by  the  terri¬ 
tories  of  their  youngefL  brother,  returned  to  their 
refpective  dominions ;  and  Charles  was  rigidly 
confined  to  the  monaftery  of  Pram,  in  the  foreft 
ofArdennes. 

That  of  St.  Medard  at  Soiffons  w7as  chofen 
to  be  the  refidence  of  the  degraded  Emperor. 
It  was  not  fufficient  for  the  unfeeling  heart  of 
Lothaire,  that  he  had  v  relied  from  him  his 
cleared:  connexions,  'that  he  had  torn  the  diadem 
from  his  brow;  but  another  feene  oi  iniquity  was 
vet  wanting,  to  cloie  the  meafure  of  his  crimes. 
He  was  led  to.  the  altar  of  the  church  of  Notre 
Dame  in  the  above  city,  where,  proftrate  upon  a 
hair  cloth,  in  the  prefence  of  the  bifhops,  abbots, 
the  nobility,  and  a  croud  of  fpedtators,  affiem- 
bled  upon  this  folemn  and  extraordinary  occa- 
fion,  he  had  the  weaknefs  to  read  aloud  a  con- 
feffion,  drawn  up  for  the  purpofe,  of  a  variety  of 
imputed  errors.  Diverted  of  his  military  girdle, 
and  clothed  in  the  ordinary  habit  of  a  penitent, 
he  was  conducted  back  to  his  place  of  confine¬ 
ment,  had  a  cell  affigned  him,  there  to  fpend  his 
i  iture  days  in  mortification  and  prayer,  without 
attendance,  and  diverted  of  every  thing  that  could 
add  to  his  comforts,  or  alleviate  his  afflictions. 
A  feene  fo  humiliating  was  far  from  anfwering 

the 


THE  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  26l 

the  expectations  of  this  unnatural  fon.  The  fuf-  A.  D. 
ferings  of  a  Monarch,  whofe  misfortunes  had 
principally  arifen  from  his  tendernefs  for  thofe 
who  had  fo  ill  repaid  his  affection,  excited  the 
pity,  as  it  aroufed  the  indignation  of  the  nation ; 
and  even  many  of  thofe  who  had  fuffered  them- 
felves  to  be  leduced  from  their  duty,  were 
awakened  to  fhame  and  regret  for  the  part  they 
had  taken  in  the  debafement  of  their  fovereign. 

The  King  of  Bavaria,  whether  touched  with 
remorfe  in  confequence  of  the  remonftrances  of 
the  Bifnop  of  Mentz,  for  his  conduct  towards 
his  father,  or  probably  expecting  to  efiablifh  a 
fuperior  intereft  by  his  reftoration,  reunited  with 
Pepin  in  the  purfuit  of  fuch  meafures  as  might 
fuccefsfully  promote  their  intentions.  Not  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  celerity  of  their  motions,  Lothaire 
found  himfelf  in  danger  of  being  furrounded  by 
the  numerous  forces  that  were  aifemblins  from 

O 

every  part  of  the  empire ;  and  having  removed 
the  Emperor,  with  his  fon  Charles,  to  St.  Denis, 
he  haftily  retired  to  Vienne. 

Thus  once  more  reftored  to  liberty  and  to  em¬ 
pire,  the  feeble  and  fuperftitious  Monarch  refufed 
to  a  flu  me  the  Imperial  habit,  before  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  abfolution  from  the  Prelates,  to  whofe  reft- 
lefs  intrigues  he  might  juftly  have  imputed  a 
large  portion  of  the  difgrace  he  had  endured. 

Ebbo,  Archbifhop  of  Rheirns,  who  had  been  ele- 

S  3  vated 
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D.  vated  from  the  loweft  rank  of  fervitude,  by  the 
s*nrv  bounty  of  Lewis,  and  who  had  been  the  chief 
inftrument  of  the  degrading  fcene  at  St.  Me- 
dard,  was  deprived  of  his  fee — too  gentle  a  fate 
for  the  ingratitude  and  infolence  which  he  dis¬ 
played,  upon  that  memorable  day,  to  his  fove- 
reign  and  benefactor !  Lothaire,  who  was  ftill 
in  arms,  having  nearly  deftroyed  the  city  of 
Chalons,  ravaged  and  committed  the  molt  wan¬ 
ton  devaftations  in  the  Orleannois.  Unable  to 
withftand  the  united  efforts  of  his  brothers,  to 
reduce  him  to  obedience,  he  was  obliged  to  fue 
for  pardon  in  the  view  of  both  armies,  at  the 
feet  of  an  offended,  but  too  indulgent  a  pa¬ 
rent,  who,  lofing  in  his  joy  of  reconciliation,  all 
memory  of  his  former  fufferings,  attached  no 
other  punifhment  to  his  crimes,  than  an  order 
for  his  fpeedy  departure  for  Italy,  and  a  pro¬ 
hibition  of  ever  returning  again  into  France, 
without  his  knowledge  and  approbation. 

While  thefe  inteftine  troubles  haraffed  the 
mind  of  Lewis,  his  dominions  were  diffurbed  by 
the  invafions  of  the  Normans,  whofe  deftrutftive 
devaftations,  fo  feebly  repelled  by  the  arms  of 
the  empire,  encouraged  their  frequent  and  alarm¬ 
ing  depredations,  and  prevented  him  from  an 
intended  expedition  to  Rome,  to  chaftife  the  irre¬ 
gular  and  oppreffive  conducft  of  Lothaire  in  Italy. 
Continually  aftiduous  to  promote  the  intereft  of 
her  fon,  Judith  had  fufficient  influence  to  get 
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jhim  proclaimed,  in  an  affembly  at  Chierfy,  the 
King  of  Neuflria.  The  enfuing  year  was  marked  s39- 
by  the  premature  death  of  the  King  of  Aquitaine 
in  his  thirty-fifth  year,  leaving  two  Tons,  Pepin 
and  Charles,  and  a  daughter;  an  event  which  was 
followed  by  frefh  troubles  and  new  difputes. 

The  recent  inveflment  of  Neuflria  appeared 
not  to  the  ambitious  mother  of  Charles,  a  fuffl- 
cient  patrimony  for  her  fon ;  and  the  tender  years 
of  thofe  of  the  deceafed  Pepin,  proved  a  tempta¬ 
tion  to  enlarge  his  territories,  which  fhe  wras  will¬ 
ing  to  take  the  advantage  of.  But,  as  the  Em¬ 
peror’s  advanced  period  of  life  made  it  probable 
that  flie  might,  as  well  as  the  young  King,  ffand 
in  need  of  a  protestor, — fhe  flattered  the  ambi¬ 
tion  of  Lothaire  with  the  promife  of  a  conflder- 
able  addition  to  his  fovereignty^  if  he  would 
unite  in  her  councils.  Upon  the  intimation  of 
her  plans,  he  repaired  with  alacrity  to  the  Diet 
of  Worms,  and  fully  entered  into  her  views.  A 
new  partition  took  place  of  all  the  Imperial  do¬ 
minions,  excepting  thofe  poifeffed  by  the  King 
of  Bavaria :  they  were  equally  divided  between 
the  Kings  of  Italy  and  Neuflria,  and  fandlifled 
by  the  authority  of  the  Affembly. — Highly  in- 
cenfed  at  his  exclufion  from  a  fhare  of  the  fpoils, 
Lewis  took  up  arms  to  avenge  the  injuftice  of  his 
father ;  but  the  vigilant  Monarch  advanced  with 
rapidity  to  Mentz,  difconcerted  his  plans  before 
they  were  ripe  for  execution,  and  conflrained 
.  S  4  him 
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him  to  fubmit  to  a  force  he  was  unable  to  with- 
hand. 

Satisfied  with  his  promifed  obedience,  the 
Emperor  returned  into  Aquitaine ;  and  the  reft- 
lefs  Prince  recommenced  hoftilities.  The  unfor¬ 
tunate  Lewis,  not  deftined  to  enjoy  a  moment’s 
refpite  from  dorneftic  contention,  prepared  again 
for  the  field  of  warfare.  Advancing  to  Worms, 
he  was  feized  with  a  fever ;  but,  yet  refolved  to 
purfue  his  intentions,  he  proceeded  as  far  as 
Mentz  :  finding  his  diforder  undermining  im¬ 
perceptibly  his  ftrength,  he  was  conveyed  to  an 
adjacent  ifiand  in  the  Rhine,  where,  worn  out 
with  care  and  affliction,  his  end  was  haftened 
by  an  eclipfe  of  the  fun,  which  he  conceived 
prognosticated  his  death.  He  languifhed  for  fe- 
veral  weeks,  taking  no  other  fuftenance  than  the 
frequent  repetition  of  the  communion ;  until, 
exhaufted,  lefs  by  his  diforder  than  by  his  fuper- 
ftition,  he  expired  in  the  fixty-fecond  year  of 
his  age,  in  the  twenty-feventh  of  his  accefiion 
to  the  empire,  and  in  the  arms  of  his  brother  the 
Archbifhop  of  Mentz,  who  had  been  ever  faith¬ 
fully  and  warmly  attached  to  his  intereft.  In  his 
laid  moments  he  ordered  that  his  fword,  his 
crown  and  fceptre,  fhould  be  delivered  to  Lo- 
thaire,  implying  his  fuccefiion  to  the  empire, 
with  the  firiCt  injunction  of  his  protection  to  the 
Emprefs,  and  her  fon  Charles.  To  Lewis  he  left 
his  forgivenefs,  and  bade  him  feek  a  pardon  from 
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heaven,  for  having,  brought  down  his  grey  hairs 
with  borrow  to  the  grave.  Of  his  fens  we  have 
already  made  frequent  mention :  by  his  firfl  Em- 
prefs  he  had  alfo  five  daughters — Alpaide,  Ge- 
filie,  Hildegarde,  Adelaide,  and  Rotrude. 


Louis  le  Debonair,  alfo  furnamed  the  Pious, 
the  Gentle,  and  at  length  the  Feeble, — as  King 
of  Aquitaine,  had  given  early  and  flattering  in¬ 
dications  of  his  talents  for  government;  his 
capacity  had  been  diligently  examined,  and  his 
education  carefully  attended  to  by  the  late  Em¬ 
peror.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the  Greek 
and  the  Latin  languages,  and  imbibed  with  pe¬ 
culiar  facility  the  leffons  of  erudition  that  were 
intended  to  enrich  his  mind.  His  deportment 
was  ferious,  but  graceful  ;  he  excelled  in  the 
manly  exercifes  of  horfemanfhip  and  archery,  for 
which  the  flrength  and  vigour  of  his  body  w'ere 
particularly  calculated ;  and,  in  the  fituation  in 
which  he  had  been  placed,  he  found  himfelf  pof- 
fefled  of  fuflicient  abilities  to  enable  him  to  re¬ 
form  the  manners,  and  to  cultivate  the  happinefs 
of  his  peculiar  fubjedts ;  and  had  obtained  from 
his  eafy  government,  his  irreproachable  and  libe¬ 
ral  conduel,  an  affectionate  attachment  and  a 
willing  obedience  from  the  people  of  Aquitaine 
to  his  perfon  and  authority.  From  thefe  favour¬ 
able  and  peaceful  feenes  he  was  called  upon  to 
■  -  ftruggle 
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A.  D.  fb'uggle  with  difficulties  and  rebellions;  to  fee. 
his  thority  defpifed ;  and  to  become  a  prey  to' 
fo:  rows  the  mod  pungent,  as  to  humiliations  the 

mold  difgraceful. 

The  comprehenlive  and  intuitive  genius  of  the 
father,  for  a  while,  upheld  the  empire  of  the  fon  • 
as,  after  a  brilliant  day*  the  twilight  appears  in- 
fenlibly  to  be  prolonged  :  but,  at  length,  tom  by 
domeftic  dilfentions,  the  grandeur  of  the  poli¬ 
tical  mafs  began  to  crumble  into  duft ;  yet,  how¬ 
ever  convulfed  in  its  internal  fplendor,  thefolidity 
it  had  attained  preferved  its  glory,  a.  few  years 
longer,  undiminilhed  abroad; 

Lewis  was  defirous  of  acting  well ;  but  neither 
his  judgment,  nor  the  firmnefs  of  his  mind,  was 
equal  to  the  flation  to  which  he  had  been  ele¬ 
vated.  With  few  vices  of  the  heart,  he  had 
numberlefs  defeats  of  the  underftanding.  Con¬ 
tracted  within  the  narrow  fphere  of  obfervatiorr 
which  his  Court  afforded,  his  views  extended 
not,  as  they  fhould  have  clone,  over  his  vaft  do¬ 
minions  ;  and,  in  the  trivial  debates  of  the  palace, 
were  confumed  thofe  moments  of  enquiry  which 
fhould  have  been  adively  employed  in  the  in- 
veftigation  cf  the  profperity  of  his  empire,  and 
the  tranquillity  of  his  people. 

Influenced  by  his  paffion  for,  or  fubdued  by 
the  authority  of  his  w'ives,  he  was  induced  to 
make  thofe  frequent  divifions  of  his  territories 
which  were  the  leading  errors  of  his  govern¬ 
ment 
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rnent ;  as,  in  the  confequences  that  enfued,  they  A.  D. 
proved  the  fources  of  his  misfortunes.  Alter- 
nately  giving  and  re-dividing  their  portions  of 
inheritance,  he  trifled  with  the  oaths  of  his  chil¬ 
dren  and  his  fubjedts,  until  they  were  taught 
to  confider  them  as  no  longer  binding.  Neither 
feared  nor  beloved,  he  knew  not  how  to  exact 
obedience,  or  to  conciliate  affedtion :  prodigal 
of  his  favours  to  attach  the  turbulent,  he  became 
the  prey  of  their  ingratitude  and  rebellion. 

Cruel  rather  from  weaknefs  than  from  inclina¬ 
tion,  he  fuflered  the  fon  of  a  brother  to  be  con¬ 
demned  to  a  death  fo  horrid  in  its  nature,  that 
even  the  fandlion  of  the  legiflature  was  but  a 
weak  argument  for  its  execution, — poflefled,  as 
his  remorfe  evinces,  of  the  power  to  commute 
or  fpare.  From  the  moft  mean  and  dependent 
fituations  of  life,  he  raifed  men  to  the  firll  ranks 
in  fociety ;  and  they  became  the.  moft  adtive 
to  abufe  his  confidence,  and  to  refill  his  will. 

For  ever  guided  by  the  arts  or  caprice  of  others, 
he  betrayed  neither  firmnefs  nor  confiltency; 
and,  to  fatisfy  the  infatiable  ambition  of  the 
mother  of  Charles,  he  was  unjuft  to  the  fons  of 
Pepin. 

Modefi,  chafle,  pious,  and  condefcending,  he 
was  a  dupe  to  his  very  virtues : — his  piety  dege¬ 
nerated  into  fuperfiition ;  his  affability,  into 
meannefs;  and  his  indulgence  to  his  children,  into 
a  weaknefs  that  encouraged  them  to  ingratitude 

ar. 
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and  contempt.  To  fum  up  his  character  in  few 
words ;  he  was — a  father  without  authority,  a 
politician  without  fyliem,  and  an  emperor  with¬ 
out  dignity ;  better  calculated  for  the  tranquil¬ 
lity  of  a  monaftic  life,  than  for  the  meridian  of 
a  thronC ;  with  trials  and  misfortunes  fufficiently 
fevere  to  call  forth  our  execration  againft  his  per- 
fecutors,  as  our  humanity  and  fympathy  for  his 
fufferings. 


— . . . . . .  ™  -  ■  ■ 

CHAPTER  XIII. 

THE  REIGN  OF  CHARLES  THE  BALD. 

Lothaire  invades  the  territories  of  his  brothers — Charles  de~ 
fpoiled  of  the  larger  part  of  his  dominions — Battle  of  Fon- 
tenoy — Divifion  of  the  empire  at  Verdun — Lothaire,  Empe¬ 
ror  and  King  of  Italy — Lewis,  King  of  Germany — Charles 
the  Bald,  King  of  France — -The  latter  Prince  affailea  by 
Pepin — The  Normans — The  Bretons — Aquitaine  refigned 
to  Pepin — Tranfaflions  in  Germany  and  Italy — Weaknefs  of 
the  royal  authority — The  fucceffion  regulated  at  Merfen— 
Ravages  of  Normans — Flerifpee  acknowledged  King  of  Bre¬ 
tagne —  Affairs  of  Aquitaine — Charles  and  his  brother  Pepin 
fhaved  and  confined — The  Saracens  in  Italy — Abdication — 
Death  and  character  of  Lothaire — His  fons — Lewis,  Emperor 
and  King  of  Italy — Lothaire,  King  of  Lorraine — Charles, 
King  of  Provence — Lewis  the  German  crowned  King  of 
France — Charles  the  Bald  reftored — Revolts  of  his  fons— 
The  Normans  —  Lothaire’s  difputes  with  the  Pope  —  His 
death — His  dominions  divided  between  his  uncles — The  fate 

of 
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of  Carloman — The  Normans — Death  of  the  Emperor  Lewis  A.  D. 
the  Second — Succeeded  by  Charles  the  Bald  —  Death  of  — 
Lewis  the  German — His  character — Treachery  of  the  new  8+°’ 
Emperor — And  defeat — Carloman,  Kino;  of  Bavaria — Lewis, 

King  of  Germany — Charles  the  Gros,  King  of  Allemagne — 
Normans — Saracens — The  Emperor  goes  to  Italy — His  death 
and  character. 

N  O  fooner  was  the  departed  Lewis  in  his 
grave,  than  that  difunion  of  intereft  fo  impru¬ 
dently  made  by  his  divifion  of  empire  began  to 
appear  in  the  fatal  confequences  that  enfued. 
Lothaire,  who  had  violated  every  filial  tie,  re- 
gardlefs  of  thofe  oaths  fo  folemnly  exadled  by  his 
father,  for  the  protedfion  of  the  young  King  of 
Neuftria  ;  and  having  failed  in  his  attempt  upon 
the  territories  of  the  King  of  Bavaria,  whom  he 
found  ready  prepared  to  defend  his  dominions — 
turned  his  arms  towards  Charles,  from  whofe 
youth,  not  having  attained  his  eighteenth  year, 
he  drew  the  molt  flattering  prognoflications  of 
fuccefs :  nor  was  he  deceived  in  his  expectations  ; 
for  with  a  rapidity  his  brother  was  as  little  pre¬ 
pared  for,  as  he  was  unable  to  repel,  he  reduced 
to  his  obedience  the  whole  country  as  far  as  the 
Loire ;  and  drew  over  to  the  fupport  of  his  caufc, 
Pepin,  fon  of  the  late  King  of  Aquitaine  ;  Ebbo, 
the  degraded  Archbifhop  of  Rheims,  whom  he 
reftored  to  his  fee ;  and  Hilduin,  the  turbulent 
Abbot  of  St.  Denis.  Charles,  undifmayed,  and 
fupported  by  a  few  faithful  adherents,  repaired  to 

Bourges, 
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Bourges,  obliged  Pepin,  then  befieging  the  Em-» 
prefs  Judith  in  that  city,  to  abandon  his  enter- 
prife,  and  advanced  to  meet  his  brother  near  Or- 
P  *s  But  here  he  found  the  Imperial  army  fo 
far  iuperior  in  numbers  tohisfmall  force,  that  he 
was  unwillingly  conftrained  to  accept  of  what¬ 
ever  terms  the  Emperor  thought  proper  to  im- 
pofe,  and  which  only  left  him  the  contradled 
fovereignty  of  Languedoc,  Provence,  and  Aqui¬ 
taine. 


This  recent  acquilition  of  territory  was  not 
fufficient  to  fatisfy  the  ambition  of  Lothaire. 
Charles  having  palled  into  Brittany  to  chaftife 
a  revolt  in  that  province, — his  return  was  ob- 
ftructed  by  an  army  fent  by  his  brother  to  op- 
pofe  his  pafiage  of  the  Seine ;  and  with  an¬ 
other  he  proceeded  himfelf  to  the  Rhine,  to 
prevent  Lewis  from  palling  that  river.  In  fpite 
of  the  vigilance  of  his  opponents,  the  King  of 
N'euftria  effected  his  retreat  to  Troyes ;  but  the 
Bavarian  Monarch,  having  loft  many  of  his 
troops  by  defection,  prudently  retired  into  his 
dominions :  nor  did  the  Emperor  purfue  him ; 
for,  although  he  was  not  deficient  in  perfonal 
valour,  he  never,  in  any  of  his  undertakings, 
adted  with  confillency ;  and  with  fuperior  forces 
he  was  ever  more  prone  to  temporife  than  add. 
f  ortune  had  been  hitherto  propitious  to  his  am¬ 
bitious  purfuits ;  but  Lewis  and  Charles,  con- 
feious  of  their  precarious  fituation,  entered  into. 

a  ftridf 
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a  ftridt  alliance  of  amity:,  and  of  mutual  defence.  A 
Having  with  fome  difficulty  formed  a  junction  8 
of  their  forces,  they  endeavoured  to  prevail  upon 
the  Emperor  to  confent  to  a  fair  and  honourable 
difcuffion  of  their  refpedtive  rights ;  but  ail  hopes 
of  accommodation  proved  to  be  abortive ;  arms 
became  the  only  alternative ;  and  the  troops  of 
the  contending  Princes  were  drawn  up  upon 
the  plains  of  Fontenoy  in  Burgundy.  This  con¬ 
flict,  didinguifhed  by  the  unnatural  contention  of 
three  Sovereigns,  whom  the  ties  of  confanguinity 
fhould  have  bound  in  the  pleafing  chains  of  fra¬ 
ternal  affedtion,  and  fatal  from  the  torrents  of 
Gallic  blood  fhed  upon  that  memorable  day, 
commenced  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  June.  The 
firft  part  of  the  action  promifed  fuccefs  to  the 
molt  fanguine  expectations  of  Lothaire,  and 
Pepin,  who  had  joined  him  with  conilderabie 
fuccours  from  Aquitaine :  he  attacked  the  oopo- 
fing  fquadrons  with  a  molt  dreadful  and  perfe- 
vering  {laughter ;  and  a  report  that  Charles  had 
fallen  a  vidtim  to  his  valour,  had  nearly  afcer  - 
tained  his  vidtory ;  but  fo  capricious  is  Fortune, 
and  fo  ready  upon  momentous  occafions  to  fport 
with  the  confidence  of  men,  that,  almoft  at  the 
lad  exertion  of  his  opponents,  a  body  of  refervy 
confiding  of  troops  affembled  from  Provence 
and  Thouloufe,  arrived  at  the  critical  juncture, 
and  a  {failed  the  adoniflied  vidlors  ;  redored  toe 
vigour  of  the  defponding  and  fcattered  forces  cf 
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A.  D.  the  two  Kings;  and  decided,  after  a  dreadful 

t^r^J  carnage  of  the  Imperial  troops,  in  their  favour 
the  no  longer  difputea  fields  of  contention.  We 
are  taught  to  believe  that  an  hundred  thoufand 
Franks  crimfoned  with  their  blood  this  fatal 
fpot ;  a  devaftation  of  the  fpecies,  however  exag¬ 
gerated,  that  muft  have  been  fufficiently  dread¬ 
ful  to  have  been  long  and  feverely  felt.  Satis¬ 
fied  with  their  conqueft,  they  purfued  not  a  flying 
enemy;  nor  did  they  derive  any  further  advan¬ 
tages  from  this  decifive  engagement.  Lewis  re¬ 
turned  to  Bavaria,  Charles  to  Aquitaine;  and  Lo- 
thaire  was  fuffcred  to  collect,  unmolefted,  new 
refources,  and  to  become  again  fo  formidable, 
that,  in  the  enfuing  year,  the  two  Kings  found, 
their  mutual  fafety  depended  upon  more  efficient 
meafures. 

They  met  at  Strafoourg ;  and  the  Emperor  per- 
fi fling  in  a  rejection  of  all  terms  of  accommoda¬ 
tion,  the  general  indignation  v,  as  fo  inflamed 
againft  this  d eft r oyer  cf  his  country,  that  his 
brothers  were  enabled  to  aii'emble  fo  refpectable 
and  encreafing  a  force,  that  they  ventured  to  ad¬ 
vance  againft  him.  Dreading  a  limilar  difafter 
to  that  he  fo  fatally  experienced  at  Fontenoy; 
and  yet  unwilling  to  forego  the  vain  hope  of 
foie  fovereignty;  he  retreated  to  Aix-la-Chapelle, 
feized  upon  the  moveables  of  the  palace,  plun¬ 
dered  of  its  treafurcs  the  church  of  St.  Mary’s, 
that  had  been  magnificently  adorned  by  Charle¬ 
magne, 
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magne,  precipitately  retired,  laden  with  the  A.  D. 
fpoils,  to  Lyons,  from  whence  he  might  find  a 
fafe  paffage  into  Italy,  fhould  he  think  it  neceffary 
to  quit  that  city. 

Lewis  and  Charles,  purfuing  the  advantages  re- 
fulting  from  his  flight,  affembled  a  council  of 
Bifhops  and  Abbots  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  and,  en- 
trufting  to  them  the  dangerous  power  of  bellow¬ 
ing  kingdoms,  received  from  their  decree,  all 
thofe  territories  that  had  been  held  by  Lothaire 
on  this  fide  the  Alps.  The  Emperor,  alarmed 
at  this  partition  of  his  dominions,  was  fufficiently 
humbled  to  propofe ,  himfelf  terms  of  accommo¬ 
dation  :  his  authority,  although  weakened,  was 
yet  of  that  confequence,  as  to  induce  an  accep¬ 
tance  of  his  proffers  of  peace;  and  at  Verdun, 
by  a  new  treaty,  which  he  endeavoured  to  the 
laft  moment  to  evade,  he  was  buffered  to  poffefs, 
with  the  Imperial*  honours,  and  the  kingdom  of 
Italy,  the  whole  trad  of  country  lying  between 
the  Rhone,  the  Rhine,  the  Soane,  the  Meufe, 
and  the  Scheld.  Lewis,  from  hence  furnamed 
the  German,  was  to  enjoy  all  that  territory  fo 
called,  with  the  peculiar  diffrids  of  Worms, 
Spires,  and  Mentz:  Charles,  diftinguifhed  in  hif- 
tory  by  the  appellation  of  the  Bald,  with  the  title 
of  King  of  France,  w?as  to  retain  the  foverereignty 
of -Aquitaine,  Ncuffria,  and  Languedoc,  nearly 
what  is  underftood  to  be  the  prefent  extent  of 
that  kingdom.  Judith  did  not  furvive  to  be  a 
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A.  D.  witnefs  of  their  reconciliation;  file  died  a  fhort 
time  before  its  conclufion  at  Tours.  A  princefs, 
more  cenfured  perhaps  than  meriting  repre- 
henfion ;  yet  whofe  reftlefs  difpofition,  and  am, 
bitious  projects,  were  the  principal  caufes  of 
the  numerous  misfortunes  the  Emperor  had  en¬ 
dured. 

The  flame  of  civil  difcord,  although  fuppreffed, 
was  nor,  by  any  means,  extinguifhed  :  the  three 
Sovereigns  were  called  upon  to  exert  their  utmoft 
vigilance  to  preferve  their  refpective  dominions. 
Pepin,  who  had  not  been  thought  of  in  the  late 
partition,  continued  for  fome  time  to  enjoy  a 
confiderable  intereft  in  Aquitaine,  and  employed 
the  attention  of  the  French  Monarch,  whofe 
kingdom  was  alternately  afiailed  by  the  adherents 
of  his  nephew,  joined  by  William  the  fon  of 
Bernard  Count  of  Barcelona,  who,  convicfted  of 
treafon,  had  been  condemned  and  put  to  death ; 
and,  finally,  by  the  dreadful  inroads  of  the  Nor¬ 
mans. 

Thofe  fierce  nations  which  ruflied  in  fwarms, 
in  third:  of  plunder,  from  the  inhofpitable  regions 
of  Scandinavia,  that  peninfula  of  Europe  which 
comprehended  the  kingdoms  of  Denmark,  Swe¬ 
den,  and  Norway,  and  whofe  horrible  ravage? 
contributed  to  fiiorten  the  population  of  this 
portion  of  the  globe,  w’ere  known  to  the  French, 
in  their  dreadful  invalions  of  that  kingdom, 
under  the  general  appellation  of  Normans,  or 

men 


THE  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  275 

men  of  the  north,  as  they  were  to  the  Englifh  by  A.  D. 
that  of  the  Danes.  Deftitute  of  arts  and  of  manu- 
factures,  and  redding  where  a  barren  foil  would 
fcarcely  have  recompenfed  their  exertions,  had 
they  been  inclined  to  induftry  ;  plunder  and  war¬ 
fare  had  become  neceiTary  to  their  very  exiftence. 
Ferocious  in  their  manners,  their  enthuliaftic 
valour  was  nourifhed  by  a  religion  as  barbarous 
as  it  was  fanguinary.  To  fall  in  battle,  they 
fuppofed,  was  to  be.  attended  with  certain  reward 
hereafter.  To  Odin,  their  chief  deity,  they  facri- 
fTced  human  vidims ;  and,  apportioned  to  the 
number  of  warriors  they  had  flain,  was  to  be  the 
favour  and  diftindion  they  expeded  to  await 
their  enjoyment  in  a  future  date.  Their  light 
vedels,  of  a  fize  fufhcient  to  carry-about  an  hun¬ 
dred  men,  and  for  which  their  inexhauftible  fo- 
refts  fupplied  them  with  the  materials,  were  well 
calculated  for  their  rapid  defcents  on  the  mari¬ 
time  provinces  of  Europe.  In  the  reign  of 
Charlemagne,  the  vigilance  of  that  Monarch 
could  not  prevent  their  devaluations  on  the  Fri- 
fian  and  Saxon  coafts.  In  that  of  Lewis  le  De¬ 
bonair,  they  burnt  and  plundered  Antwerp.  After 
his  death,  and  while  his  fons  were  bufy  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  their  mutual  deftrudion,  they  failed  up 
the  Seine,  furprifed  and  facked  the  city  of  Rouen, 
and  retired  unmolefted  with  their  booty. 

Nomenon,  the  Duke  of  Bretagne,  to  affert  his 
independency,  had  alfo  taken  advantage  of  the 
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iJ •  civil  wars,  and  had  made  himfelf  the  mailer  ol 
the  whole  of  that  province,  excepting  the  cities 
of  Nantes  and  Rennes.  A  (lifted  by  the  French 
Genera!,  Lambert,  Herifpee  his  fon  defeated  art 
army  fent  by  Charles  the  Raid,  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  the  river  Villainc.  Their  treacherous  ally, 
rewarded  by  the  government  of  the  former  city, 
did  not  long  continue  in  favour ;  upon  fome  dif- 
agreement  he  was  driven  from  j thence  by_  the 
Duke ;  and  the  Norman  fleet  being  at  that  time 
upon  the  coaft,  he  united  himfelf  with  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  his  country.  They  entered  the  mourh 
of  the  Loire,  pillaged  Nantes,  carried  their  ra¬ 
vages  over  the  fertile  provinces  of  Anjou  and 
Touraine,  plundered  or  burnt  the  churches  and 
monaheries,  facrificing  to  their  barbarity  the  old 
and  infirm,  and  carrying  off  ail  fuch  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  as  could  be  of  any  ufe,  even  young 
children,  whom  they  trained  up  to  their  own  way 
pf  life ;  and  they  frequently  difpofed  of,  upon, 
one  coaft,  the  booty  they  had  thus  torn  from* 
another. 

This  rapid  fuccefs,  for  they  were  generally  un- 
molelled  in  their  retreat,  brought  them,  in  more 
formidable  numbers,  the  enfuing  years.  Under 
the  conduct  of  Eric,  one  of  their  kings,  with  fix  hun¬ 
dred  fail,  they  furpnfed  Hamburgh,  penetrated 
into  Germany,  nd  defeated  the  troops  of  Lewis  in 
two  engagements ;  from  thence  a  large  force  was 
detacatd,  under  the  command  of  Regnier,  who 
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navigated  with  his  fleet  the  inviting  ftream  of  the  A.  D. 
Seine,  again  pillaged  Rouen,  furprifed  and  burnt 
Paris,  which,  upon  his  appearance,  'had  been  de- 
ferted  by  the  inhabitants ;  and  the  French  Mo¬ 
narch,  inactively  encamped  at  St.  Denis,  ven¬ 
tured  not  to  oppofe  them  in  the  field;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  by  the  payment  of  feven  hundred 
weight  of  filver,  which  purchafed  a  temporary 
peace,  they  retired,  and  proceeded  to  the  coafts 
of  Flanders,  Picardy,  and  Friezeland,  committing 
the  molt  horrid  devaftations. 

Surrounded  by  enemies,  for  Pepin  was  ftill  in 
arms  in  Aquitaine,  which  province  was  equally 
ravaged  by  the  Norman  and  Moorilh  pirates 
Charles  conferred  to  give  up  to  his  nephew  the 
greater  part  of  thole  contefled  dominions,  re- 
ferving  to  himfelf  only  the  rights  of  homage  and 
obedience.  Taking  advantage  of  this  interval  of 
peace,  he  turned  his  forces  again!!:  the  rebellious 
Bretons.  Twice  defeated  by  their  Duke,  he  at 
length  reduced  him  to  the  neceflity  of  a  relu&ant 
fiibmillion. 

The  dominions  of  the  Emperor,  and  the  Ger¬ 
man  Monarch,  were  not  in  a  more  tranqu-il  irate. 
Lewis,  from  the  fatal  battle  of  Fontenoy,  had 
with  difficulty  repelled  the  Norman  incurlions, 
and  preferved  thofe  tributary  nations  dependent 
upon  him,  in  obedience  to  his  government. 

In  Italy,  Sergius  the  Second,  the  fucceflor  of 
Gregory  the  Fourth,  had  aflumed  the  tiara, 
without  awaiting  thb  approbation  of  Lothaire: 
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A.  D.  Lewis,  his  fon,  was  difmiired  to  Rome,  to  enquire 

“'"'‘'"""''into  the  irregularity  of  his  proceedings.  The  Holy 
Father  thought  proper  to  anticipate  his  arrival, 
by  tranfmitting  to  him,  upon  his  approach,  the 
ftandard  and  the  crofs.  The  army  of  the  Prince 
occupied  the  fuburbs  of  the  city,  and  committed 
fome  diforders ;  upon  which,  the  gates  were  fhut 
and  carefully  guarded  by  the  wary  Pontiff :  but,  to 
conciliate  the  favour  of  the  Prince,  he  confecrated 
and  crowned  him  King  of  Lombardy,  permitting 
him  at  the  fame  time  to  receive  in  the  name  of 
his  father  the  oath  of  fidelity  from  the  Roman 
people. 

The  Saracens,  who  had  been  called  upon  to 
the  affiftance  of  the  contending  Dukes  of  Bene- 
ventum,  had  eftablifhed  themfeives  at  Bari,  upon 
the  Gulf  of  Venice,  and  kept  the  Italian  pro¬ 
vinces  in  a  perpetual  ftate  of  alarm ;  they  ad¬ 
vanced  to  Rome,  plundered  St.  Peter’s,  then  with¬ 
out  the  walls  of  that  city,  defeated  the  troops 
of  the  fon  of  Lothaire,  and  obliged  him  to  feek 
his  fafety  within  the  ancient  capital  of  the  world. 

The  empire  eftablifhed  by  Charlemagne,  thus 
convulfed,  was  rapidly  haftening  to  its  former  ftate 
of  anarchy  and  diforder;  and  the  animofities  of 
the  Clergy  and  the  Nobility  in  their  ftruggle  for 
fuperiority,  was  another  evil,  among  the  many  that 
already  prevailed.  At  a  meeting  held  at  Eper- 
nay,  the  dignitaries  of  the  church  affumed  to 
themfeives  the  moft  unbounded  privileges :  the 
Lords  fo  effectually  oppofed  them,  that  Charles 
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ventured,  with  their  fupport,  to  difmifs  the 
whole  body  from  the  aflembly ;  and  we  may 
form  fome  idea  of  the  diminution  of  the  royal  in¬ 
fluence,  when,  at  the  enfuing  convention,  of 
Merfen  on  the  Meufe,  where  the  three  brothers 
had  met  to  confult  on  the  general  fafety  of  the 
empire,  they  had  not  fufficient  authority  to  con¬ 
demn  Gifelbert,  who,  in  defpite  of  the  refentment 
of  the  Emperor,  had  carried  off  his  daughter, 
and  confum mated  his  efpoufal  in  the  dominions 
of  the  French  Monarch ;  on  whom,  although  his 
vaflal,  he  could  not  venture  to  inflict  any  punilh- 
ment  for  this  daring  and  prefumptuous  outrage. 
At  the  above  convocation,  befldes  many  other  re¬ 
gulations  that  proved  ineffectual  to  remedy  the 
diforders  that  prevailed,  the  inheritance  to  the 
throne  was  afcertained.  It  was  decreed  that  the 
children  of  the  reigning  Kings  ihculd  fucceed, 
upon  their  father’s  death,  to  their  dominions, 
at  any  age,  and  unoppofed  by  their  uncles ;  at 
the  fame  time  the  independency  as  well  as  the 
power  of  the  crown  vaffals,  became  conflder- 
ably  extended,  by  the  conceiiions  made  them  by 
their  refpedtive  Sovereigns. 

Perplexed,  as  were  thefe  Princes,  by  external 
enemies,  as  well  as  by  the  encroachments  of  their 
fubjeCts,  it  is  furpriflng  that  they  fhould  be 
fo  regardlefs  of  their  real  interefts  as  to  be  con¬ 
tinually  difunited.  The  French  empire  could 
not  have  been  fo  much  weakened  in  the  fhort 
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period  that  had  elapfed  from  the  death  of  Char-*, 
lemagne,  as  not  to  have  been  fully  fufficient 
to  repel  their  hoftile  neighbours,  had  they  but 
preferved  a  common  confiftency  and  union. 
They  had  fcarcely  feparated  at  Merfen,  with  the 
moft  folemn  aflurances  of  a  perfeCt  concord, 
when  we  find  Lothaire  employing  his  ufual  fub- 
tlety,  in  an  endeavour,  however  ineffectual,  to 
detach  Lewis  from  the  intereft  of  the  French 
Monarch.  A  few  years  after  we  are  furprifed 
to  find  that  Prince  himfelf  in  arms  againft  him, 
and  foliciting  the  aid  of  Lothaire. 

The  enfuing  years  are  but  a  difgufting  detail 
of  the  fame  devaftations,  the  fame  intrigues,  and 
the  fame  diftreffes.  The  Normans  ravaged 
Aquitaine,  pillaged  and  burnt  Bourdeaux :  an¬ 
other  fleet  of  thefe  invaders,  afccnding  the  Seine, 
penetrated  into  Neuftria,  and  deftroyed  every 
city,  town,  village,  and  monaftery,  ten  leagues 
above  and  below  the  city  of  Paris.  The  Bre¬ 
tons,  under  Herifpee,  the  fon  of  Nomenon,  again 
alfumed  the  fovereignty;  and  fuc’n  was  the 
weaknefs  of  the  monarchy,  that  Charles  the  Bald 
was  obliged  to  a c know  ledge  his  title,  and  forego 
all  claim  upon  that  province  but  homage  and 
obedience. 

The  young  Pepin,  who  had  been  driven  from 
Aquitaine,  and  w  hole  crown  had  been  tendered  to 
the  French  Monarch,  w7as  by  his  refilefs  fubjedts 
recalled :  Charles  his  brother,  in  arms  in  his  caufe, 
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was  feized  by  a  Prince  of  the  Gafcons,  and  delivered  a.  D. 
to  his  uncle ;  at  the  enfuing  affembly  at  Chartres 
he  was  fhaved,  and  confined  to  the  monaftery  of 
Corbie :  the  fame  fate  awaited  Pepin,  who  was 
immured  in  that  of  St.  Medard  at  Soiffons. 

The  people  of  Aquitaine,  difgufted  with  the 
wanton  adts  of  feverity  exercifed  upon  the  ad¬ 
herents  of  that  Prince,  by  Charles  the  Bald, 
transferred  their  crown  to  the  fon  of  Lewis  the 
German.  But  their  late  Sovereign,  efcaping 
from  his  confinement,  forced  him  to  abandon  his 
enterprife ;  and  his  father,  perplexed  by  the 
Sclavonians  aud  Bohemians,  was  unable  to  render 
him  any  affiftance. 

Lothaire,  under  equal  difficulties,  haraffed  by 
the  Saracens,  who  carried  their  devaftations  to 
the  gates  of  Rome,  nobly  protected  and  valiantly 
defended  by  the  fovereign  Pontiff,  Leo  the 
Fourth,  was  alternately  folicited  for  his  fupport  by 
the  German  and  Gallic  Menarchs :  he  promifed, 
and  he  deceived  them  both ;  but  a  life  confpicuous 
for  ambition  and  treachery,  now  drew  near  its  clofe. 

Fie  was  feized  with  a  malady  from  which  it  was 
not  poffible  that  he  could  ever  recover.  The 
approach  of  death  probably  aroufed  a  recolledtion 
and  compunction  for  the  various  crimes  which 
had  marked  his  life,  and  induced  him  to  ex¬ 
change  the  purple  of  the  Emperor  for  the  cloak 
of  the  monk.  He  ordered  himfelf  to  be  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  monaftery  of  Prum,  where,  clothed 
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A  ^  in  the  habit  of  the  order,  he  renounced  the 
‘-—v — >  fplendour  of  the  throne  which  he  was  fenfible  he 
855 '  could  not  long  retain,  for  the  gloomy  folitude  of  the 
cloifter.  Before  his  final  feclufion,  he  afcer- 
tained  the  refpe&ive  dominions  of  his  fons,  and 
with  his  benediction  gave  them,  the  reverfe  of 
what  he  himfelf  had  practifed, — a  laft  leflon  of 
morality  and  religion.  His  penitence,  if  it  were 
fincere,  was  Ihort,  but  rigid.  He  expired  fix 
days  after,  in  the  fixtieth  year  of  his  life,  and  the 
fifteenth  of  his  acceffion  to  the  empire,  leaving 
behind  him  five  children.  His  fons  were,  Lewis, 
who  had  been  before  affociated  in  the  Imperial 
dignity,  and  now  fucceeded  to  the  Italian  domi¬ 
nions;  Lothaire,  who  became  the  fovereign  of 
Auftrafia,  or  Eaftern  France,  which  country  from 
him  took  the  name  of  Lorraine ;  and  Charles,  who, 
with  Provence,  Dauphiny,  and  Transjurane-Bur- 
gundy,  albumed  the  title  of  King  of  Provence* 
His  daughters  were  Hermenegarde  and  Bertha. 

This  Prince  had  a  multiplicity  of  vices,  and 
not  one  virtue  to  refcue  his  name  from  merited 
opprobrium.  Ambitious  without  conducSt,  perfi¬ 
dious  without  neceffity,  and  violating,  without 
fhame,  the  moft  folemn  engagements, — he  was  an 
ungrateful  and  difobedient  fon,  a  treacherous  bro¬ 
ther;  and,  without  fufficient  prudence  to  regulate 
his  own,  an  unprincipled  diflurber  of  the  domi¬ 
nions  of  others;  and  to  this  leading  caufe  are  to 
attributed  all  thofe  troubles  that  convulfed  the 
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State,  and  that  precipitated  to  decay  that  fublime  A.  D. 
and  illuftrious  fabric  that  had  been  raifed  by  the 
tranfcendent  genius  of  a  Charlemagne. 

- ■!  it—— ..■■  ■  -  ■- * 

Faithful  to  their  engagements  at  Merfen,  the 
uncles  of  the  young  Kings  fuffered  them  to  take 
the  quiet  polTeffion  of  their  dominions ;  and  the 
fame  intrigues,  the  fame  devaluations,  mark  the 
enfuing  years  of  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Bald, 
with  whom  the  Emperor  wras  perfuaded  to  enter 
into  an  alliance,  Lothaire  being,  likewife,  induced 
by  Lewis  the  German  to  attach  himfelf  to  his  in- 
tereft;  and  the  empire  of  Charlemagne,  already 
divided  into  five  fovereignties,  received  the  fixth 
in  Charles,  the  fon  of  the  French  Monarch,  who 
was  crowned  the  King  of  Aquitaine.  Pepin, 
efcaping  from  his  confinement,  and  renouncing 
Chrillianity,  joined  the  Normans  in  their  devas¬ 
tations  of  that  kingdom,  and  was  again  taken 
and  (hut  up  with  his  children  in  Senlis,  where  he 
did  not  long  furvive. 

The  difaffeded  Nobles  of  Neuftria,  whilft  their 
Sovereign  was  engaged  againft  the  Normans,  in¬ 
vited  the  German  Monarch  to  accept  of  their 
allegiance;  and,  at  an  aflembly  of  the  Clergy 
held  at  Attigny,  he  was  crowned,  and  Charles  de- 
pofed,  by  the  ungrateful  Venelon,  Archbilhop  of 
Sens,  who,  by  his  bounty,  had  been  elevated  to 
the  ftation  he  enjoyed.  In  a  Manifefio  publifhed 
by  this  Prince,  he  condefcended  feebly  to  com¬ 
plain 
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A.  D.  plain  that  by  the  bifhops  he  ought  not  to  have  been 
8^8^61.  thus  difgraced:  as  they  had  confecrated,  it  was  but 
juft,  in  the  firft  place,  to  cenfure  him,  defirous  as 
he  had  ever  been,  and  ftill  was,  to  fubmit  to  their 
paternal  correction.  We  may,  venture  to  fay  that 
it  was  not  fo  much  the  encroaching  fpirit  of  the 
Clergy,  as  the  pufillanimity  of  the  Prince,  that  led 
them  to  fo  extraordinary  a  fketch  of  power  :  but 
Charles,  however  willing  he  might  have  been 
to  receive  their  correction,  thought  proper  to 
purfue  more  decifive  meafures  to  repel  the  ufur- 
pation  of  Lewis,  whom  he  advanced  to  meet  as 
far  as  Chalons  ;  but  deferred  by  his  army,  he  re¬ 
tired  into  Burgundy,  from  whence  with  the  fame 
levity  he  was  recalled  by  his  fubjedts ;  who,  to 
augment  their  perfidy,  confpired  to  deliver  up 
his  brother  into  his  hands.  Apprifed  of  their  de- 
iigns,  he  efcaped  the  danger,  by  a  timely  retreat 
into  his  own  dominions. 

It  would  be  as  ufdefs  as  uninterefling  to  the 
reader,  to  give  more  than  a  flight  fketch  of  the 
events  of  the  enfuing  years.  The  death  of 
Charles,  the  King  of  Provence,  enlarged  the  ter¬ 
ritories  of  his  brothers :  they  divided  his  poflef- 
fions.  Baldwin,  a  nobleman,  fupported  by  the 
fon  of  the  French  Monarch,  had  the  audacity  ter 
carry  off  his  daughter  Judith,  fuccefflvely  the 
widow  of  Ethelwolf  and  Ethelbald,  Sovereigns  of 
England;  and,  highly  as  it  was  refented  by  the 
King,  he  was,  at  the  interceflion  of  the  Pope,  im 
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duced  to  pardon  him,  and  afterwards  bellow  A.  D, 
upon  him  the  Earldom  of  Flanders. 

The  example  of  the  fons  of  Lewis  le  Debonair 
appear  to  'have  had  their  full  effect  upon  their 
defendants.  Lewis  and  Charles,  fons  of  the 
King  of  France,  renounced  their  obedience,  mar¬ 
ried  contrary  to  his  will,  levied  troops,  and  joined 
the  enemies  of  their  father,  but  were  prevailed  upon 
to  return  to  their  duty.  Upon  the  death  of  the 
latter  Prince,  the  former  fucceeded  him  in  Aqui¬ 
taine  ;  while  Lewis  the  German,  not  more  fortu¬ 
nate  in  his  domeftic  concerns,  received  the  re¬ 
ward  due  to  his  early  ingratitude  in  the  rebel¬ 
lious  condudl  of  his  own  children. 

Independently  of  the  civil  wars,  not  only  of  the 
Princes,  but  of  individuals,  the  country  was  de¬ 
populated  by  famine,  peftilence,  and  by  the 
fword  of  the  Barbarian.  Every  year  continued 
to  be  marked  by  the  ravages  of  the  Normans : 
they  had  defrayed  numerous  cities,  churches, 
and  monafteries ;  deflated  the  provinces  with  a 
fury  nothing  could  withftand ;  feldorn  defeated, 
but  always  powerful.  Induced  fometimes  by 
jhis  necellities,  the  French  Monarch  purchafed 
the  afi dance  of  one  band  of  thefe  pirates  to  dif- 
lodge  another.  Again  uniting  with  the  Bretons, 
we  find  thefe  marauders  defeated  by  Robert  le 
Fort,  a  diftinguifhed  commander,  whom  Charles 
had  been  fulliciently  fortunate  to  detach  from  the 
fervice  of  the  King  of  Brittany,  and  whom  he 
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A.  D.  rewarded  with  the  dignity  of  Duke  of  France. 

861— 69.  For  a  while  he  checked  their  devaluations;  and, 
in  one  of  their  excurfions,  obtained  a  fignal 
vidtory  over  them,  as  they  were  returning  from 
the  pillage  of  Mans  with  a  confiderable  booty 
but  in  the  purfuit  of  their  fcattered  forces, 
Robert,  with  Ranulph  Duke  of  Aquitaine,  was 
flain.  Thus  deprived  of  their  valiant  leaders, 
the  enemy  continued  their  horrid  depredations, 
and  feldom  allowed  a  refpite  to  the  diftrelfed 
inhabitants,  but  when  their  fury  was  fufpended 
by  confiderable  fums  extorted  from  the  already 
impoverilhed  fubjects  of  the  kingdom. 

In  addition  to  thefe  miferies,  religious  difputes 
convulfed  the  empire  of  the  Carlovingians. — Lo- 
thaire  had  fome  years  before  repudiated  Theut- 
berge,  upon  a  falfe  allegation  of  adultery,  to 
which  file  had  proved  her  innocence  by  the  trial 
of  the  ordeal ;  but,  terrified  by  menaces,  Ihe  con- 
felled  herfelf  guilty,  and  retired  into  the  do¬ 
minions  of  Charles  the  Bald.  The  King  of  Lor¬ 
raine,  having  obtained  the  confent  of  the  Arch- 
bilhops  of  Treves  and  Cologn,  and  others  of  the 
church,  had  his  former  marriage  diffolved,  and 
efpoufed  his  mifirefs  Wald r ad e.  Nicholas  the 
Firll  feized  this  favourable  opportunity  to  ex¬ 
tend  his  influence  over  the  French  Princes,  and 
threatened  Lo'thaire  with  excommunication.  Con¬ 
vinced  that  his  uncles  would  not  negledt  to  po fi¬ 
fe  fs  themfielves  of  his  dominions  upon  fiuch  a 
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pretence,  he  fought  to  appeafe  the  Pontiff  by  A 
recalling  the  Queen.  The  Bifhops,  dilfatisfied 
at  this  interference,  encouraged  their  Sovereign 
to  refill  the  fpiritual  ufurpation ;  and  the  fa¬ 
vourite  returned  to  court.  Adrian  the  Second, 
following  the  footfleps  of  his  predeceflbrs,  again 
threatened  the  King  with  the  thunders  of  the 
Vatican  ;  but  he  repaired  to  Rome,  and  fo  far 
conciliated  the  favour  of  the  Pope,  that  he  was 
fullered,  with  his  attendants,  to  partake  of  the 
communion,  after  having  folemnly  declared  that 
there  no  longer  fubiifted  any  intercourfe  with  his 
miftrefs.  The  death  of  this  Prince,  of  an  epi¬ 
demic  fever,  fhortly  after  at  Placentia,  with  fome 
of  the  nobles  who  had  partaken,  with  him,  of  the 
confecrated  wafer,  was  attributed  by  the  fuperfti- 
tion  of  the  times  to  the  interpofition  of  God,  as 
a  vilible  punifhment  for  this  facramental  delin¬ 
quency. 

No  fooner  had  the  intelligence  of  his  death 
been  communicated  to  Charles  the  Bald,  than,  in 
defiance  of  the  prior  claims  of  the  Emperor, 
Lewis  the  Second,  he  took  immediate  poffeffion  of 
Lorraine,  and  w  as  crowned  at  Metz  ;  while  this 
latter  Prince,  occupied  by  the  grievous  irruptions 
of  the  Saracens,  whofe  defolations  of  the  once 
fertile  provinces  of  Italy  could  be  only  exceeded 
by  thofe  of  the  Normans  in  France,  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  defence  of  his  dominions.  It  was 
in  vain  that  the  Pope  remonftrated  againll  the 
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A.  D.  injuftice  of  the  French  Monarch,  and  fent  his  Le- 
gates  to  enforce  an  obedience  to  the  See  of  Rome  : 
theBifhops  of  the  Gallican  Church,  with  Hincmar, 
Archbifhop  of  Rheims,  that  bold  and  turbulent 
prelate,  anfwered  in  an  equally  imperious  tone, 
"  that  France  was  not  difpofed  to  receive  Sove- 
“  reigns  from  his  hands.”  But  the  claims  of 
Lewis  the  German,  who  had  a  powerful  army 
ready  to  fecond  his  remonftrances,  were  attended 
to;  and  he  confented  to  participate  with  his  bro¬ 
ther,  the  dominions  of  Lothaire.  To  Charles  was 
affigned  that  portion,  comprehending  Brabant,  or 
Upper  Lorraine,  with  the  territories  of  Lyons, 
and  the  Viennois;  and  to  Lewis,  the  countries 
between  the  Rhine,  and  the  Meufe. 

873.  Carloman,  the  third  fon  of  the  French  Sove¬ 
reign,  had  frequently  rebelled,  and  had  been  as 
often  pardoned ;  he  again  aflembled  a  band 
of  lawlefs  followers,  burnt  and  plundered  the 
provinces  of  France,  and  committed  the  moft 
.  execrable  ravages.  Fie  was  taken,  and  con¬ 
demned,  at  an  afiembly  held  at  Senlis,  to  a  de¬ 
privation  of  fight :  but  having  efcaped  from  his 
confinement, — in  this  miferable  ftate  he  repaired 
ro  his  uncle  the  King  of  Germany,  who  befiowed 
upon  him  an  abbey  for  his  fupport,  where  he 
lived  a  few  years  longer,  to  lament  the  crimes 
that  reduced  him  to  this  degradation. 

The  Normans  had  for  feme  time  eftablifned 
themfelves  at  Angers,  from  whence  they  made 
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frequcntand  fuccefsful  incurfions  along  the  borders 
of  the  Loire:  an  interval  of  quiet  induced  Charles 
to  make  an  effort  to  dillodge  them  from  that  ad¬ 
vantageous  poll ;  and,  with  the  affiftance  of  Solo¬ 
mon,  King  of  Brittany,  who  had  been  elevated 
to  the  throne  upon  the  aflaffination  of  his  kinfman, 
Herifpee,  at  the  altar,  the  French  Monarch  be- 
fieged  them  in  the  above  city.  Their  fate  mult 
have  been  decilive,  had  not  the  weaknefs  of  the 
King  permitted  them  to  capitulate,  and  retire 
unrnolefted  to  commence  new  devaluations,  and 
obtain  more  ample  contributions.  Solomon  was 
flain  in  the  civil  wars  that  defolated  that  pro¬ 
vince  for  the  feveral  following  years,  until  Alan, 
a  pretender  to  the  crown,  ellablilhed  himfelf  in 
the  fovereignty. 

The  tranquillity  of  Italy  being  in  fome  mea- 
fure  reftored  by  the  capture  of  Bari  from  the 
Saracens,  after  a  liege  of  four  years,  the  Emperor 
was  enabled  to  prepare  himfelf  to  attempt  the  re¬ 
covery  of  the  dominions  of  Lothaire ;  but  his 
wordly  purfuits  were  arrelted  in  their  courfe  by 
the  hand  of  death,  and  which  clofed  his  mortal 
career  after  a  reign  of  twenty  years  of  inquietude 
and  warfare,  equally  perfecuted  and  diftrefled  by 
the  reftlefs  difpolitions  of  the  Italians,  as  by  the 
perpetual  inroads  of  the  Saracens.  He  was  a 
brave  and  well-meaning  prince,  but  without  any 
brilliant  acquirements,  and  left  one  daughter, 
Hermenegarde,  who  fome  time  after  was  efpoufed 
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A.  D.  to  Bofon,  the  brother  of  Richilde,  the  fecond 

g75<  queen  of  Charles  the  Bald. 

The  Pope,  John  the  Eighth,  had  altered  the 
haughty  tone  he  had  a  Turned  to  the  French  Mo¬ 
narch,  to  whom  he  looked  forward  as  a  fucceflor 
capable  of  protecting  the  Holy  See ;  and  fecretly 
promifed  him  his  fupport  to  obtain  the  Imperial 
crown.  Upon  the  death  of  Lewis,  Charles 
haftened  to  Italy,  deceived  Carloman,  the  fon 
of  the  King  of  Germany,  who  had  alfo  paffed 
the  Alps,  to  difpute  the  fucceffion,  and  proceeded 
to  Rome,  where,  on  Chriftmas-day,  the  fovereign 
Pontiff,  with  the  accuftomed  folemnity  and  fplen- 
dour,  placed  the  Imperial  diadem  upon  his  head. 
This  coflly  honour,  which  he  had  already  dearly 
purchafed  by  conficerable  lucrative  contributionss 
was  received,  by  the  pufillanimous  defcendant  of 
Charlemagne,  as  a  gift  of  the  Holy  See.  “  We 
“  have  judged  him  worthy  of  the  Imperial  fcep- 
tre,”  faid  the  Pcpe  ;  “  and  we  have  raifed  him 
"  to  the  auguft  title  of  Emperor.55  To  conciliate 
the  concurrence  of  the  Nobility,  who  defpifed 
him  for  his  conceflions,  and  who  were  with  diffi¬ 
culty  prevailed  upon  to  acknowledge  his  title, 
he  extended  their  privileges:  and  thus,  having 
eftablilhed  the  arbitrary  influence  of  the  Papal 
power,  the  fucceflors  of  St.  Peter  were  difpofed  to 
conflder  themfelves  as  the  foie  arbiters  of  the 
difputes  of  fovereigns,  as  well  as  the  difpenfers 
of  kingdoms  ;  and  perfuading  Charles,  that  it 

would 
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would  be  proper  to  have  a  vicar  of  the  Holy  A 
See  refident  in  France,  to  fuperintend  eccle-  8 
liaftical  affairs,  this  weak  Prince  confented ;  but  the 
Gallican  Church  was  not  yet  prepared  for,  and  re¬ 
jected  with  indignation  this  fpiritual.  innovation. 

Recalled  to  France  by  the  fuccefs  of  the  King 
of  Germany,  who  had  already  penetrated  as  far 
as  Attigny,  he  left  Bofon  governor  of  Lombardy, 
and  repaired  the  Alps.  His  return  induced  his 
brother  to  retire  beyond  the  Rhine,  with  the  in¬ 
tention  of  aflembling  more  numerous  forces ;  but 
Charles,  by  negociation,  endeavoured  to  pro- 
craftinate  his  meafures ;  and  the  death  of  Lewis 
relieved  him  from  a  formidable  opponent.  Wife, 
moderate,  and  valiant,  the  liberality  and  juftice 
of  this  Prince  obtained  him  the  affeClions  of  his 
fubjeCts ;  and  his  fteadinefs  and  conduCt  far  Fur— 
palTed  that  of  any  of  the  defendants  of  Charle¬ 
magne.  , 

The  demife  of  Lewis  was  no  fooner  com¬ 
municated  to  the  reliefs  and  ambitious  Charles, 
than,  affe&ing  to  liften  to  the  propofals,  made  by 
his  fons,  for  a  lafting  peace,  he  prepared  to  fur- 
prife  Lewis  at  Ardenac.  Circumvented  in  his 
perfidious  plans,  he  defervedly  received  a  total 
overthrow  at  the  village  of  Megen :  his  camp 
was  pillaged  ;  and,  with  the  lofs  of  his  baggage 
and  equipage,  he  difgracefully  efcaped,  almofl: 
aldne,  to  the  monaftery  of  St.  Lambert,  upon 
the  Meufe.  By  this  decilive  victory,  treachery 
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received  its  merited  reward,  and  the  young 
Princes  retained  the  poffeflion  of  their  father’s 
dominions.  To  Carloman  devolved  Bavaria, 
Sclavonia,  Auftria,  Carinthia,  Bohemia,  and  part 
of  Hungary*  to  Lewis,  Franconia,  Saxony,  Friez- 
land,  Thuringia,  and  the  Lower  Lorraine,  with  a 
few  other  towns  on  the  Rhine ;  and  to  Charles, 
furnamed  the  Gros,  the  country  of  the  Grifons, 
Switzerland,  Suabia,  Alface,  and  the  remainder 
of  Lorraine. 

During  thefe  internal  commotions,  the  Nor¬ 
mans  were  not  idle :  Charles  had  frequently  bribed 
their  neutrality,  and  was  not  perhaps  aware  that, 
while  bent  on  conqueft,  he  was  himfelf  a  tri¬ 
butary  to  the  Barbarians.  The  Pope,  no  longer 
the  haughty  prelate  conferring  a  crown,  but 
the  humble  fuppliant,  requefted  his  affifuance 
againft  the  Saracens ;  who,  uniting  with  the 
Dukes  of  Beneventum  and  Naples,  threatened  to 
annihilate  the  power  of  the  Church.  His  feli¬ 
citations  were  net  unheeded  :  the  Emperor  con¬ 
vened,  at  Chiercy  upon  the  Oife,  the  Clergy  and 
Nobility;  an  affembly  diftinguifhed  by  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  Sovereign,  and  the  encroachments  of 
the  Lords  !  and  where,  with  a  multitude  of  other 
articles,  were  new  levies  impofed,  to  purchafe  the 
forbearance  of  the  Normans,  v  ith  an  impolitic  de¬ 
cree  permitting  the  great  offices  of  the  crown  to 
become  hereditary.  Having  eftablifned  his  Ton  in 
the  regency,  he  palfed  the  mountains  with  his 
attendants  at  Pavia  his  conference  with  the 
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Pope  was  difturbed  by  the  unwelcome  intelli-  A-  D. 
gence,  that  Carloman,  with  a  numerous  army,  had 
invaded  Lombardy.  The  fovereign  Pontiff  re¬ 
tired  with  celerity  to  Rome  ;  and  Charles,  who 
had  been  deceived  by  the  commanders  of  his  army, 
who  were  to  have  followed  him  into  Italy,  took 
refuge  at  Maurienne  in  the  Alps.  Carloman, 
equally  alarmed  by  a  falfe  report  of  the  Imperial 
army  being  on  its  way  to  oppofe  him,  with  the 
fame  precipitation  retired  into  Bavaria.  Shame 
and  fatigue,  with  a  recent  indifpofition,  threw 
him  into  a  fever ;  and,  at  the  miferable  village  of 
Brios,  in  a  peafant’s  cottage,  the  Emperor  of  the 
Weft  refigned  his  breath,  in  the  thirty-eighth  year 
of  his  reign,  the  fifty-fourth  of  his  age,  and  in  the 
fecond  from  his  acceffion  to  the  Imperial  dignity. 

His  death  has  been  attributed  to  the  treachery 
of  Zedicias,  a  Jewifh  phyfician,  highly  in  his 
confidence,  and,  who,  it  is  fuppofed,  adminiftered 
poifon  ;  but  as  the  motive  to  fuch  an  attempt, 
which  was  never  inquired  into,  has  not  been  ac¬ 
counted  for,  we  may  doubt  the  truth  of  this  affer- 
tion.  The  children  of  Ermentrude,  his  firft  queen, 
were  five  fons  and  three  daughters :  of  the  for¬ 
mer,  Lewis  his  fucceffor  oniy  furvived  him. 


Had  the  fortune  of  this  Prince  depended  upon 
his  own  perfonal  exertions,  his  affairs  would  have 
been  ruined  at  an  early  period  of  his  reign  ;  and 
he  would  have  loft  an  empire  which  he  had  not 
integrity  to  govern  with  juftice,  underftanding 
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A.  D.  to  conciliate  by  favour,  or  confifiency  to  protect 
by  fortitude.  Poffeffed  of  that  kind  of  ambition 
that  leads  to  daring  and  unprincipled  enterprife, — 
he  was  entirely  deftitute  of  that  political  wifdom 
fo  neceflary  to  a  fovereign.who  wifhes  to  improve 
the  interefts  of  his  country,  to  promote  the  hap- 
pinefs  ct  his  fubjeds,  and  to  deferve  their  con¬ 
fidence  and  love.  Turbulent  in  the  field,  and 
inefficient  in  the  cabinet,  he  was  neither  a  fuc- 
cefsful  warrior,  nor  confpicuous  for  the  more 
folid  ads  of  legiflation.  Rapacious,  without 
fir  idly  fcanning  the  objeds  of  his  rapacity; 
and  felfifh  in  the  accumulation  of  wealth,  by 
whatever  means  obtained  ;  his  riches  became  re¬ 
proachful,  and  he  fquandered  his  treafures  with  an 
indifcriminating  hand,  to  effed  the  mofi  mean 
and  difhonourable  purpofes. 

Inconfiant  in  his  favours,  and  capricious  in  his 
refentment,  the  firft  could  not  gain  him  friends, 
nor  the  laft  fubdue  his  enemies.  The  unbounded 
authority  which,  at  the  commencement  of  his 
reign,  he  had  differed  the  Clergy  to  a.ffume, 
he  found  it  neceffary  to  curtail ;  and,  from  a 
protedor  of  the  facred  charader,  he  proportion- 
ably  depreffed  the  orders  of  the  Church  ;  fometimes 
oppofing  their  influence,  and  at  others  capricioufly 
availing  himfelf  of  their  fupport.  With  a  firmnefs 
not  natural  to  his  difpofition,  he  refifted  the  in- 


folent  encroachments  of  the  Roman  See ;  but  the 


temptation  of  Imperial  honours  fubdued  his  oppo¬ 
sition  ;  and  he  became,  for  the  attainment  of  a 

crown 
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crown  more  brilliant  than  Ms  own,  a  fervile  and 
fubmiflive  vaflal  to  that  Pontiff  whofe  fpiritual 
pre-eminence  he  had  wifhed  to  abafe. 

The  raoft  powerful  of  the  defcendants  of  Char¬ 
lemagne, — his  extenfive  dominions  rather  ferved 
to  precipitate  the  extinction  of  his  line,  than  to 
preferve  it  from  decay  :  fond  of  pomp  and  oftenta- 
tion,  with  external  fplendour,  his  life  was  marked 
by  domeftic  difgrace  ;  nor  do  we  find,  to  oppofe 
to  the  errors  of  his  government,  one  incident  to 
turn  our  cenfure  into  complacency,  excepting  his 
imputed  love  of  letters,  and  the  protection 
and  encouragement  which  he  gave  to  men  of 
learning.  In  his  liberality  to  literary  charac¬ 
ters,  we  trace  with  pleafure  a  defcendant  of 
his  diftingui filed  predecelfor,  and  are  willing  .to 
receive  it  as  fome  palliation  for  his  weaknefs 
and  his  vices.  In  other  refpedfs  his  reign  was 
of  deplorable  confequence  to  his  country ;  nor 
could  his  fubjedls  perceive,  in  his  inclinations, 
or  his  adtions,  any  particular  objedl  that  could 
exceed  his  unbounded  felf-love.  Defpifed  by  his 
people,  whom  he  overwhelmed  with  taxes  ;  as 
by  the  great,  whom  he  knew  not  how  to  attach 
to  his  perfon ;  he  has  left  a  melancholy  leffon  for 
the  condudt  and  fpeculation  of  fucceeding  Kings'. 
May  they  profit  from  his  example,  and  avoid 
thofe  errors  that  lead  to  difgrace,  and  thofe  po¬ 
litics  that,  applying  to  perfonal  gratifications, 
difgrace  the  prince,  and  confirm  tha  execration 
ef  his  people  ! 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

THE  REIGNS  OF  LEWIS  THE  STAMMERER; - OF 

LEWIS  AND  CARLOMAN,  KINGS  OF  FRANCE; - 

CARLOMAN,  OF  BAVARIA; - LEWIS,  OF  GER¬ 
MANY; - AND  CHARLES  THE  GROS,  OF  ALLE- 

MAGNE. 

The  faftions  of  the  Court — Lewis  the  Stammerer  crowned— 
Diiturbances  in  Italy ;  and  the  Pope  retires  into  France— 
Convokes  a  council  at  Troyes — Again  crowns  Lewis- 
Amicable  conference  at  Marfen — Lewis  prepares  to  chaftife 
his  rebellious  fubjetts — His  death  and  character — The  fuc- 
ceflion  difputed  by  the  King  of  Germany — Who  receives 
Lorraine — Lewis  and  Carloman  crowned— Bofon  allumes 
the  regal  title — The  Normans — Death  of  the  King  of  Ba¬ 
varia — His  brothers  fhare  his  dominions — The  four  Sove¬ 
reigns  united  in  their  councils — Succefs  againft  Hugh,  the 
fon  of  Waldrade — Befiege  Vienne — Charles  the  Gros,  Em¬ 
peror — Viftory  over  the  Normans — Their  horrid  devafta- 
tions — Death  of  Lewis,  King  of  Germany — And  of  Lewis, 
the  King  of  France — Vienne  furrenders — The  Emperor’st 
fhameful  treaty  with  the  Normans — Death  and  character  of 
Carloman — Charles  the  Gros  unites  the  empire  of  Charle¬ 
magne — His  treachery  to  Godfrey  and  to  Hugo — Siege  of 
Paris  by  the  Normans — Valiant  defence — The  Emperor 
purchafes  their  retreat — Returns  to  Germany — Depofed— 
His  death  and  character. 

who  fiiould  caft  his  eye  over  the  follow¬ 
ing  pages,  will  be  induced  to  obferve,  that,  how¬ 
ever  the  genius  and  perfeverance  of  one  man 
may  fupport  or  extend  an  empire,  the  fplendid 
edifice  will  infenfi'oly  moulder  away,  if  the 

general 
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general  mafs  be  not  fuftained  by  a  correfponding 
energy  in  his  fucceffors,  upon  whofe  abilities  877- 
its  prefervation  from  decay  muft  ultimately  de¬ 
pend. 

The  well-founded  claim  of  Lewis  to  the 
crown,  and  which  had  been  fo  generally  ac¬ 
knowledged  upon  his  eflablifhment  in  the  regency, 
was  fufficient,  we  lliould  have  imagined,  to 
fecure  to  him  the  peaceable  fucceffion,  without 
any  danger  of  oppolition :  but,  whether  he  was 
"aware  of  the  little  dependance  to  be  placed  upon 
a  turbulent  and  encroaching  Nobility, — fo  foon 
as  he  was  informed  of  the  death  of  his  father, 
he  endeavoured  to  rivet  their  attachment  to 
his  perfon  by  a  profufe  diftribution  of  lands, 
honours,  and  employments ;  and  to  the  church, 
in  particular,  rich  prefentations  and  extended 
privileges.  The  arrival  of  the  Emprefs,  with 
the  royal  inlignia,  and  the  will  of  the  late  Em¬ 
peror,  gave  conliderable  weight  to  the  factious 
deliberations  of  the  malcontents  ;  and,  after  two 
months  of  cabal  and  confulion,  Lewis,  furnamed 
the  Stammerer,  from  an  impediment  in  his 
fpeech,  was  acknowledged  their  fovereign,  and 
crowned  at  Compiegne,  by  Hincmar,  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Rheims. 

While  the  French  Court  was  thus  convulfed 
by  jealoufy  and  oppolition,  the  Papal  Chair  had 
been  no  lefs  diftrelTed  by  inteftine  divilions  and 
foreign  invafions.  The  Saracens,  having  ad- 

. vanced 
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•A.  D.  vanced  to  the  gates  of  Rome,  obliged  John  the 
Eighth  to  purchafe  their  retreat  by  a  confiderable 
portion  of  that  fum  to  which  Charles  the  Bald 
had  owed  his  elevation  to  the  empire,  and  to 
engage  in  an  annual  tribute  for  the  future  fafety 
of  the  epifcopal  city.  Upon  the  demife  of 
the  Emperor,  the  Italian  Nobility  had  efpoufed 
the  caufe  of  Carloman,  the  King  of  Bavaria. 
Lambert,  Duke  of  Spoleto,  afpiring  himfelf  to 
the  Imperial  diadem,  proceeded  to  Rome, 
plundered  the  churches  of  the  capital,  and 
feized  upon  the  perfon  of  the  facred  Pontiff. 
Thefe  meafures  were  ineffectual  to  fubdue  the 
inflexible  fpirit  of  the  Holy  Father,  or  to  induce 
him  to  enter  into  his  views ;  and  Lambert, 
convinced  of  his  firmnefs  to  reflft  his  menaces, 
altered  his  tone,  and  received,  in  the  name  of 
the  Bavarian  Monarch,  the  oaths  of  fidelity  from 
the  Nobility  of  Rome. 

Having  retired  from  this  capital,  to  fecure  his 
intereft  in  Lombardy,  the  Pope  took  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  his  departure  to  effect  a  retreat  to 
the  city  of  Troyes  :  here  he  convoked  a  Council 
of  the  Gallican  Church,  wherein  he  forcibly 
dilated  upon  the  outrages  that  had  been  com¬ 
mitted  upon  his  facred  character ;  and,  fecure 
from  the  refentment  of  his  enemies,  he  fulmi¬ 
nated  his  anathemas  againft  the  inftigators  of 
his  perfections.  Among  the  many  extraor¬ 
dinary  canons  enacted  at  this  Council,  the 

Bifhops 
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Bifhops  appear  to  have  confidered  themfelves  A.  D. 
as  exalted  to  the  level  of  fovereign  princes.  s~*v**4 
“  The  greateft  monarc hs  in  the  world,”  fay 
they,  “  fhall  honour  bifhops  ;  nor  fhall  any 
«  fecular  power  whatever  prefume  to  fit  in  our 
“  prefence,  without  having  firft  obtained  our 
“  permiflion.” 

The  appearance  of  Lewis,  hitherto  detained 
by  ficknefs  from  meeting  the  Pontiff,  haftened  to 
its  clofe  this  extraordinary  council.  He  again  re¬ 
ceived  the  crown,  and  the  royal  undtion,  from  the 
hands  of  the  Holy  Father ;  but  who  could  not  be 
perfuaded  to  fuffer  Adelaide,  his  queen,  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  this  important  ceremony.  He  had 
married  this  princefs  to  effedt  a  reconciliation 
with  his  father,  having  at  his  exprefs  command 
divorced  Anfgarde,  the  mother  of  his  fons 
Lewis  and  Carloman,  and  who  was  ffill  alive. 

It  has  been  affirmed  by  many  refpedfable  hif- 
torians,  that  he  at  the  fame  time  was  invefled 
with  the  Imperial  honours  ;  but  the  filence  of 
contemporary  writers,  corroborated  with  a  charter 
granted  three  days  afterwards,  wherein  he  ftyles 
himfelfonly  King  of  France,  juftifies  the  affer- 
tion  of  others,  that  he  was  never  elevated  to 
the  purple.  He  prevailed  upon  John  to  ex¬ 
communicate  feveral  of  his  rebellious  fubjedts, 
then  in  arms  againft  him,  particularly  Bernard, 

Count  of  Septimania,  and  Hugh,  the  natural 
fon  of  Lothaire,  King  of  Lorraine ;  but  thefe 

fpiritual 
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fpiritual  thunders,  of  fo  much  efficacy  at  a 
later  period,  were,  as  yet,  but  little  regarded. 
Complying  as  he  had  been  to  the  wilhes  of 
the  King,  he  found  not  the  Gallican  clergy 
alike  difpofed.  When  he  requeued  that  an  adt, 
of  the  departed  Emperor  fnould  be  fulfilled, 
in  which  he  affirmed,  that  the  valuable  ab¬ 
beys  of  St.  Denis  and  St.  Germain  Des-prez  had 
been  granted  by  that  Prince  to  the  Holy  See, 
with  indignation  it  was  unanimoufly  rejected  ; 
as  it  was  juftly  alledged  that  no  fovereign 
had  the  right,  thus,  to  alienate  the  regal  do¬ 
mains.  As  he  could  not  enforce  his  demand, 
he  was  contented  to  depart  in  peace,  exhorting 
the  French  Monarch  to  afford  him  fpeedy  and 
efficient  fuccours  againft  his  numerous  enemies; 
and  Bofon  was  appointed  to  condudl  him  in 
fafety  to  Pavia. 

The  Imperial  crown  was  not  however  dif¬ 
pofed  of ;  and  the  right  of  the  Popes  to  bellow 
it  appears  t6  have  been  at  leaff  acquiefced  in. 
The  wary  Pontiff  politically  referved  it  as  a  glit¬ 
tering  bait,  by  which  he  flattered  himfelf  he 
might  aroufe  the  exertions  of  fome  powerful 
protedlcr  ;  and  thus  it  remained  undetermined, 
until  the  two  competitors,  Lewis,  King  of  France, 
and  Carloman,  of  Bavaria,  were  no  more. 

At  a  conference  held  at  Merfen  between  the 
former  Prince  and  the  King  of  Germany,  it  was 
mutually  confented  to,  that  Lorraine  fhould  be 
held,  as  it  had  been  originally  divided  by  their 

fathers ; 
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fathers;  engaging  finally  to  adjuft,  the  enfuing  A 
year,  all  matters  relative  to  the  Italian  terri¬ 
tories,  and  the  diftriCt  of  Provence :  but  the 
diforders  occafioned  by  the  rebellious  Bernard, 
called  off  the  attention  of  Lewis  ;  and  while 
he  was  preparing  to  chaftife  the  infurgents,  he 
had  a  return  of  his  former  complaints  at  Troyes  > 
and  being  removed  from  thence  to  Compiegne, 
he  breathed  his  laft  in  that  city,  not  without 
a  fufpicion  of  poifon,  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of 
his  age,  and  in  the  nineteenth  month  of  his  reign. 
Before  he  expired,  he  committed  into  the  hands 
of  Odo,  Bifhop  of  Beauvais,  and  Count  Albuin, 
the  enfigns  of  royalty,  to  be  delivered  to  his 
eldeft  fon  Lewis ;  with  a  ftriCt  injunction  to 
have  him  immediately  confecrated.  Befides  the 
fons  of  Anfgarde,  he  left  his  fecond  queen  Ade¬ 
laide  pregnant ;  who,  after  his  death,  was  deli¬ 
vered  of  a  fon,  known  in  hiftory  by  the  name  of 
Charles  the  Simple. 

This  Prince,  diftinguifhed  by  fome  writers 
by  the  name  of  Faineant,  appears  not  to  have 
had  juftice  done  to  his  memory  :  for  the  irre¬ 
gularity  of  his  condudt  in  the  early  part  of  his 
life,  his  youth  and  inexperience,  with  the  perni¬ 
cious  example  of  the  fons  of  Lewis  the  Debon¬ 
air,  might  afford  fome  palliation ;  nor  was  his 
reign  fufficiently  extended  to  have  given  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  difcover  his  capacity  for  government. 
The  infirmities  of  conftitution  under  w'hich  he 
,  laboured 
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laboured  precluded  exertion  during  the  fhort 
fpace  of  time  he  fwayed  the  fceptre  ;  and  if  he 
were  taken  off  by  poifon,  it  was  a  proof  that  his 
abilities  were  not  fo  much  beneath  mediocrity 
as  has  been  reprefented,  through  the  medium  of 
prejudice,  or  the  want  of  inquiry. 

With  the  concurrence  of  Bofon,  the  governor 
of  Provence,  Hugh,  the  Abbot,  a  brother  of 
Robert  Le  Fort — Odo  and  Albuin  had  fully- 
determined  to  put  in  execution  the  commands 
of  their  late  Sovereign ;  but  the  youthful  years 
of  his  fon  was  the  pretended  caufe  of  an  oppofing 
party  formed  in  favour  of  the  King  of  Germany, 
at  the  head  of  which  were  Goflin,  Abbot  of 
St.  Denis,  and  Conrad,  Count  of  Paris,  whofe 
influence  was  too  powerful  to  be  unattended  to 
by  the  adherents  of  the  young  Prince  ;  and 
moderate  as  was-  the  natural  difpofltion  of  the 
German  Monarch,  the  transfer  of  a  crown  was 
an  offer  too  dazzling  to  be  rejected,  and  to  fecure 
the  pbfleflion  of  which,  he  had  already  advanced 
as  far  as  Metz. 

The  partizans  of  the  late  King  knew  not  how  to 
difperfe  the  ftorm  -which  threatened  to  cloud  the 
political  horizon,  but  by  making  feme  con- 
ceflions  to  the  pretender  to  the  crown  ;  who, 
fatisfied  with  the  offdr  of  that  portion  of  Lor¬ 
raine  that  had  been  held  by  Charles  the  Bald,  and 
Lewis  the  Stammerer,  retired,  to  the  infinite 

chagrin 
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chagrin  of  the  di  fa  fleeted  party,  into  his  own 
dominions. 

Their  intrigues  again  renewed  the  ambition 
and  the  preparations  of  Lewis ;  and  a  fpeedy 
coronation  of  the  legal  Sovereign,  appeared  to 
their  adherents  to  be  the  moft  effectual  means 
of  giving  liability  to  their  power  :  concellions 
too  were  necelfary  to  retain  the  fupport  of  Bofon, 
whofe  daughter  had  been  betrothed  to  Carloman, 
and  whofe  ambition  led  him  to  infill,  contrary  to 
the  wilhes  of  the  late  King,  that  both  his  fons 
Ihould  equally  partake  of  his  dominions.  His 
influence  prevailed  ;  and  the  young  Princes  were 
crowned,  and  anointed,  at  the  Abbey  of  Ferrieres, 
by  Anfegifus,  Archbilhop  of  Sens. — To  Lewis 
were  allotted  Neullria,  and  a  part  of  Burgundy  ; 
and  to  his  brother,  Aquitaine  and  Languedoc. 

Upon  their  acceflion  to  the  throne,  they  had 
the  mortification  to  find  that  two  confiderable 
branches  of  their  legal  inheritance  had  been  dis¬ 
membered  from  the  parent  tree.  Lorraine  had 
been  already  ceded,  to  purchafe  the  forbearance 
of  the  King  of  Germany  ;  and  Bofon,  the  father 
of  one  Sovereign,  the  brother,  and,  by  his  marriage 
with  Hermenegarde,  the  fon  of  an  Emperor,  was 
no  longer  contented  to  remain  in  a  fubordinate 
rank.  Afpiring  to  the  regal  dignity,  he  obtained 
the  concurrence  of  the  Nobility  and  the  Bilhops 
of  Provence,  and  was  crowned  the  King  of  Arles 
by  Olleran,  Archbilhop  of  Vienne,  at  Mante,  a 

royal 


304  the  history  of  France, 

A.  D.  royal  manlion  in  the  Viennois  ;  thus  wrefting 
c^'r*°from  the  kingdom  of  France  the  valuable  ac- 
quifition  of  Provence,  the  Lyonnois,  Dauphiny, 
Savoy,  Franche  Comte,  and  a  part  of  Burgundy. 

The  Sovereigns  of  the  Carlovingian  line,  ac¬ 
tuated  by  a  better  policy  than  had  hitherto 
marked  the  conduct  of  the  Princes  of  this  race, 
entered  into  terms  of  perfedl  cordiality,  and  with 
mutual  promifes  to  exert  themfelves  in  a  decifive 
manner  againft  their  natural  enemies.  The  Nor¬ 
mans,  who  ftiil  continued  their  predatory  inroads, 
the  young  Kings  were  fo  fortunate,  in  a  return 
from  a  conference  with  Charles  the  Gros,  near 
the  L-.ke  of  Geneva,  to  obtain  a  confiderable 
victory  over,  at  the  river  of  Vienne  ;  and  Lewis, 
King  of  Germany,  attacked  a  confiderable  body 
of  thefe  freebooters,  laden  with  plunder,  in  a 
defcent  upon  the  coaft  of  Flanders,  and  left  five 
thoufand  of  them  upon  the  field  of  battle;  a  fuc- 
cefs  which  he  dearly  purchafed,  with  the  lofs 
of  his  favourite  and  natural  fon  Hugh,  and  by 
an  advantage  obtained  in  Saxony  by  another  band 
of  thefe  Barbarians  ! 

880.  The  death  of  Carloman,  the  Bavarian  Monarch, 
without  legitimate  children,  a  prince  refpectable 
for  his  abilities,  difiurbed  not  the  fraternal 
concord  of  his  brothers ;  they  amicably  fettled 
the  fucceflion  to  his  dominions.  Lewis,  taking 
pofTeffion  of  \vhat  he  had  held  in  Germany, 
bellowed  Carinthia  upon  Arnold,  a  natural 

fon 
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ion  of  the  late  King,  and  refigned  to  Charles  D. 
the  Gros  all  pretenftons  to  Lombardy,  and  to  vw 
the  Imperial  crown. 

The  four  Kings,  anxious  to  reftore  tran¬ 
quillity  to  their  diffracted  dominions,  appointed 
a  general  aifembly  at  Gondreville,  where  they 
all  attended  in  perfon,  but  the  King  of  Ger¬ 
many,  who  had  been  detained  by  domeftic 
misfortunes :  uniting  in  politics  and  in  ftrength, 
they  agreed  to  co-operate  in  effectual  meafures 
againft  their  enemies.  The  Kings  of  France 
having  reduced  and  difperfed  the  rebellion  of 
Hugh,  the  fon  of  Waldrade,  who  had  overrun 
the  kingdom  of  Lorraine,  were  joined  by  Charles ; 
and  proceeded  againft  Bofon,  whofe  ufurpations 
had  hitherto  been  reluctantly  acquiefced  in  by  the 
defendants  of  Charlemagne.  Succefsful  in  the 
capture  of  Ma^on  in  Burgundy,  they  befieged 
Hermenegarde,  the  Queen  of  the  new  Sovereign, 
in  Vienne. 

The  King  of  Allemagne,  who  had  already 
fecured  the  Crown  of  Lombardy,  left  the  bro¬ 
thers  employed  againft  that  city,  and  repaired 
to  Rome,  to  meet  the  Pontiff  John  the  Eighth ; 
and  on  Chriftmas-day  the  Imperial  diadem,  that 
had  remained  for  three  years  fufpended,  doubtful 
upon  whofe  head  it  fhould  at  laft  defend,  was 
deftined  to  grace  the  brows  of  him  whofe  heart 
had  fo  long  panted  for  its  brilliant  poffeffion. 

The  Normans  had  eftablifhed  themfelves  at 

X  Ghent  j 
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A.  D_  Ghent ;  had  fpread  thernfelves  from  thence, 
over  the  circumjacent  countries  ;  and,  purfuing 
l'  their  deftrudlive  progrefs  to  the  Somme, — Tour- 
nay,  Courtras,  Cambray,  Amiens,  and  Arras,  felt 
the  dreadful  effedts  of  their  favage  devaluations, 
being,  with  many  other  cities,  either  facked  or 
burnt,  and  the  inhabitants  wantonly  put  to  the 
fword.  To  check  their  force,  Lewis  left  his  brother 
to  purfue  the  liege ;  and,  advancing  with  celerity, 
breathing  revenge,  overtook  and  engaged  thefe, 
deftroyers  at  Saucour  in  Ponthieu ;  where,  after 
a  well-contefted  adtion,  nine  thoufand  of  the 
enemy,  with  Guaramond  their  king,  fell  vidtims 
to  his  refentment.  He  conquered  ;  but  knew 
not  how  to  make  the  mod  of  vidtory :  whether 
his  forces  were  too  much  enfeebled  to  purfue 
his  fuccefs,  he  paufed  from  conqued,  and  allowed 
them  to  retire,  and  recommence  their  barbarous 
incurfions.  Another  band,  that  the  King  of 
Germany  endeavoured  to  diflodge  from  Nime- 
guen,  reduced  the  palace  to  afhes,  and  reached 
their  fhips  in  fafety  with  the  fpoils  which  they 
had  colledted.  A  third  divilion  of  thefe  Nor¬ 
thern  fwarms,  under  Godefroy  and  Sigefroy, 
polled  thernfelves  upon  the  Meufe ;  from  thence 
rhey  extended,  with  horrid  fury,  their  cruelties 
over  Liege,  Tongres,  Cologn,  Aix-la-Chapelle, 
and  as  far  as  the  city  of  Treves-  Adluated  by 
defpair,  the  peafantry  in  the  didridt  of  the  Ar¬ 
dennes,  attempting  to  arrell  their  progrefs,  were 

*  defeated 
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defeated  with  dreadful  daughter.  Venelon,  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Metz,  ralhly  oppofing  their  numerous 
forces,  was  flain  in  the  conflict ;  and  Lewis, 
King  of  Germany,  preparing  his  troops  to  re¬ 
venge  thefe  defolating  inroads,  at  an  unfortunate 
period  for  his  country,  died  at  Franckfort  in  the 
vigour  of  his  age,  and  in  the  ftxt’n  year  of  his 
reign,  with  the  character  of  a  juft  and  a  moderate 
prince. 

Upon  the  information  of  his  death,  the  fubjedts  of 
that  part  of  Lorraine  that  had  been  held  by  Charles 
the  Bald,  in  want  of  prompt  fupport,  tendered 
their  allegiance  to  the  Gallic  Monarch :  but  he 
prudently  refufed  an  offer  which  might,  poffibly, 
have  created  domeftic  diffentions,  at  a  time  when 
the  ftrength  of  the  empire  was  fo  neceffary  to  be 
united  againft  the  progrefs  of  their  enemies  ;  and 
fo  far  was  he  from  taking  an  advantage  of  the 
Emperor,  then  in  Italy,  that  he  generoufly  fpared 
a  portion  of  his  own  troops  to  defend  that  part  of 
his  dominions. 

With  an  intention  to  join  the  Duke  of  Brittany 
againft  the  Normans,  the  young  Monarch  had 
proceeded  to  Tours,  where*  furprifed  by  ftcknefs, 
he  was  conveyed  in  a  litter  to  St.  Denis,  and 
there  expired,  in  the  twenty-fecond  year  of  his 
age,  and  in  the  fourth  of  his  reign  ;  in  which 
fhort  period  he  had  given  inftances  of  valour  and 
of  prudence  that  would  have  done  honour  to  a 
Veteran  king.  It  has  been  alledged,  that  his 
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A.  D.  life  was  marked  by  irregularities,  that  laid  the 
foundation  of  his  early  end;  but  it  has  alfo  been 
acknowledged,  as  a  contrail  to  this  opinion,  that 
he  was  as  warmly  beloved,  as  he  was  iincerely 
regretted. 

Carloman,  upon  the  information  of  this  event, 
left  his  army  to  continue  the  fiegh,  and  repaired 
to  Chierfy,  where,  without  oppoiition,  he  was 
unanimoufiy  proclaimed  the  fucceffor  to  his  bro¬ 
ther’s  dominions.  He  had  the  fatisfadion  to 
receive,  immediately  after,  the  welcome  intel¬ 
ligence  of  the  capture  of  Vienne,  after  a  gal¬ 
lant  reiiilance  of  more  than  two  years,  by  the 
manly  exertions  of  Hermenegarde,  who,  with  her 
daughter,  was  permitted  to  retire  in  fafety  to 
Autun ;  and  the  Norman  invader,  Haftings, 
with  his  band  of  pirates,  was  obliged,  by  the 
decifive  tone  aifumed  by  the  young  Prince,  to 
withdraw  entirely  from  his  dominions. 

The  Emperor,  upon  his  return  from  Italy, 
colleded  at  Worms  a  more  formidable  and  nume¬ 
rous  army  than  had  for  many  years  been  aifembled 
in  the  field  of  warfare,  with  the  expedation  of 
furprifing  the  ravagers,  encamped  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Hufion  upon  the  Meufe,  before 
their  defultory  parties,  detached  for  the  purpofe 
of  pillage,  could  reach  their  camp.  Thefe  mea- 
fures  were  fruilrated  by  treachery,  and  he  found 
them  prepared  to  combat  his  enterprife.  Flattering 
h  mfeli  however  that  he  ihould  be  able  to  reduce 

them 
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them  by  famine,  he  clofely  befieged  them  in  A.  D. 
their  entrenchments;  but  a  moft  furious  tempeft, 
followed  by  a  contagious  diforder,  equally  afflict¬ 
ing  to  the  contending  parties,  induced  them  to  a 
mutual  defire  of  accommodation :  and,  by  a  treaty 
as  difgraceful  as  it  was  impolitic,  the  Emperor 
engaged  to  pay  to  Sigefroy  a  confiderable  fum  of 
money,  and  to  allow  him  to  retain  the  poffeflion  of 
thofe  territories  he  then  held  upon  the  Meufe ; 
and  to  Godfroy,  the  other  Norman  leader,  he  gave 
a  part  of  Friezeland,  with  permiffion  to  efpoufe 
Gefelie,  the  daughter  of  Lothaire  and  Waldrade  ; 
and  to  her  rebellious  brother  Hugh,  then  in 
alliance  with  them,  the  revenues  of  the  Arch- 
bilhopric  of  Metz  In  return  for  thofe  conceffions, 
fo  prejudicial  to  the  interefi:  and  dignity  of  the 
empire,  they  were  to  be  baptized,  and  . to  engage 
to  defifi:  from  any  future  molefiation  of  his  do¬ 
minions  during  his  reign.  The  French  Monarch, 
highly  exafperated  that  thefe  dangerous  encroach- 
ers  fhould  be  thus  eftablifhed  in  the  heart  of  the 
empire,  demanded  of  the  pusillanimous  Charles 
a  reftitution  of  Lorraine ;  a  cefiion  which  he  found 
him  by  no  means  willing  to  attend  to. 

Profiting  by  the  threatened  difunion  of  the 
Princes,  the  Normans  of  the  Meufe,  forgetting  their 
recent  treaty,  fpread  themfelves  over  the  province 
of  Picardy,  with  their  accuftomed  devaftations, 
and  befieged  Rheims  :  with  an  inferior  force  the 
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young  King  defeated,  and  obliged  them  to  retreat  j 
but  foon  returning  with  new  fwarms,  he  was, 
notwithftanding  his  activity  and  perfeverance, 
obliged  to  purchafe  their  forbearance  through  the 
medium  of  pecuniary  compenfation. 

In  the  enfuing  year,  this  amiable  Prince  was 
wounded  by  a  boar,  as  he  was  purfuing  the  plea- 
fures  of  the  chafe ;  but  it  is  alferted  by  the  an- 
nalift  of  Metz,  that  the  accident  proceeded  from 
one  of  his  attendants,  whofe  fpear  unfortunately 
miffed  his  aim,  and  ftruck  the  King,  who,  with 
a  lingular  magnanimity,  that  his  life  might  not 
be  fubjedl  to  danger,  affirmed,  that  to  the  bead: 
was  to  be  imputed  his  approaching  end. 

The  character  of  this  young  Monarch  not  only 
challenges  our  regard,  but  our  affecffiion :  his 
intrepidity  had  been  difcoyered  upon  many  oc- 
callons ;  and  with  a  dauntlefs  courage  he  united 
the  more  popular  qualities  of  mildnefs  and  vir¬ 
tue.  Had  his  life  been  longer  fpared,  he  would 
probably  have  reftored  the  declining  empire  of 
Charlemagne  to  its  priftine  luftre,  and  have  left 
it,  with  a  profpedl  of  permanency,  to  thofe  who 
might  have  fucceeded  him. 


Thus,  in  the  Ihort  fpace  of  feven  years,  were 
removed  from  the  pre-eminence  of  ftation,  feven 
Sovereigns  of  this  line.  The  extreme  youth  of 
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Charles  the  fon  of  Adelaide,  precluded  him  from  A 
all  hope  of  the  fucceffion ;  and  the  preparations 
of  the  Normans  induced  the  Nobi  ity  to  a 
hafty  concurrence  in  atf  offer  of  the  crown  to  the 
Emperor.  At  Gondreville,  near  Toul,  he  re¬ 
received  the  oaths  of  his  new  fubjedts,  and  be¬ 
came,  by  this  acceffion  of  dominion,  one  of  the 
moft  powerful  monarchs,  in  extent  of  territory, 
fince  the  reign  of  Lewis  the  Debonair.  His 
abilities,  which  had  never  been  greatly  diftin- 
guifhed,  were  early  difcovered  to  be  unfit  for  the 
condudt  of  fo  complicated  a  government  as  the  one 
of  which  he  had  now  become  the  poffeifor.  With 
the  title  of  Emperor  and  King  of  Italy,  he  had 
actually  no  real  power  beyond  the  Alps ;  all  wa« 
confufion,  tumult,  and  civil  warfare,  in  that 
country;  and  the  Papal  authority  was  as  little  efti- 
mated  by  a  factious  Nobility,  as  was  the  Imperial 
power. 

The  Normans  were  no  fooner  apprifed  of 
the  death  of  Carloman,  than  they  united  with 
Hugh,  in  his  renewed  claims  upon  Lorraine; 
while  the  Emperor,  directed  by  a  policy  as  weak 
as  it  was  wicked,  found  the  means  to  circum¬ 
vent  both  parties.  Induced  by  his  minifiers 
to  a  conference,  in  the  ifland  of  Betau  on  the 
Rhine,  Godfrey,  the  Norman  chief,  fell  a  victim 
to  his  credulity,  and  was  treacheroufly  alfaflinated 
with  his  attendants ;  his  ally,  alike  deceived, 
repairing  to  Gondreville,  upon  the  faith  of 
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A.  D.  Charles,  was  feized,  deprived  of  fight,  and  con-s 
^^J^fined  in  the  abbey  of  St.  Gal. 

Influenced  by  thefe  perfidious  ads,  the  refent- 
ment  of  his  enemies  knew  no  bounds  ;  the  de- 
ftrudion  of  their  arms  correfponded  with  the 
fatal  fury  of  their  pafiions.  Under  their  leader 
Sigefroy  they  afiembled  their  detached  parties 
from  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  palfed  the 
Somme,  defolated  the  country  as  far  as  Pontoife, 
burnt  and  plundered  that  city,  and  entering  the 
Seine  with  their  accumulated  forces,  in  feven 
hundred  fmall  veflels,  prepared  to  attack  the 
city  of  Paris,  then  an  inconfiderable  town,  com- 
prifing  only  that  part  which  now  occupies  the 
ifland  in  the  river,  and  which  was  connected  to 
the  oppofite  banks  by  two  wooden  bridges.  This 
fiege,  memorable  for  the  fpirited  exertions  of  the 
contending  parties,  continued  nearly  two  years  to 
baffle  the  utmofi:  efforts  of  the  befiegers  ;  every 
warlike  engine  that  was  at  that  time  known  was 
employed  for  the  offence,  or  in  the  defence,  of 
the  place ;  the  rnoff  defperate  ads  of  valour 
were  performed  on  both  fides.  The  Parifians 
.had  not  only  to  combat  a  determined  enemy, 
but  the  concomitant  evils  of  famine  and  con¬ 
tagion  ;  while  the  enemy,  with  the  ample  range 
pf  the  circumjacent  country,  were  able  to  pro¬ 
vide  their  camp  with  every  necefiary. 

The  defence  was  di reded  by  the  admirable 
C.ondud  of  Eudes,  Count  of  Paris,  as  was  the  in¬ 
ternal 
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ternal  regulation  of  the  city  by  Gofelin,  Abbot  A.  D. 
of  St.  Denis,  who  not  only  attended  to  the  de- 
partment  allotted  him,  but  gallantly  mounted  the 
walls  every  day,  and,  as  much  by  his  perfonal 
valour  as  by  his  exhortations,  animated  the  gar- 
rifon  to  a  vigorous  refiftance.  Ebbles,  his  ne¬ 
phew,  diftinguifhed  for  his  prodigious  ftrength, 
and  Robert,  brother  of  Eudes,  ably  co-operated 
with  their  valiant  leader.  While  they  were  thus 
nobly  engaged  in  the  prefervation  of  all  that 
is  dear  to  man,  their  country,  liberty,  families, 
and  their  lives,  their  Sovereign  remained  in  tran¬ 
quillity  at  Franckfort,  fatisfied  with  affording 
them  from  time  to  time  a  fcanty  and  precarious 
fupport.  Henry,  Count  of  Saxony,  twice  pene¬ 
trated  into  the  town,  with  a  convoy  of  provifions 
and  a  few  troops,  when  they  were  nearly  re¬ 
duced  to  the  laft  extremities ;  but  in  his  fecond 
attempt  he  buffered  himfelf  in  his  retreat  to  be 
furprifed  and  flain. 

The  prayers  and  entreaties  of  the  befieged, 
with  this  recent  misfortune,  had  at  length  fome 
effed  upon  the  mind  of  Charles ;  and  when 
hopelefs  to  fupport  any  longer  fo  unequal  a 
conteft,  the  Parifians  had  the  fatisfadtion  of 
feeing  him  encamped  within  fight  of  the  town, 
upon  the  hills  of  Montmartre,  with  fo  numerous 
a  force  as  would  have  enabled  him,  with  the 
leaft  exertion,  to  have  furrounded  the  befiegers ; 
but  he  chofe  rather  to  compromife  than  to  con¬ 
quer,  and  another  ignominious  treaty  marked  the 
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A.  D,  weaknefs  of  his  reign.  In  confideration  of  a 
pecuniary  confideration,  the  Normans  engaged  to 
retire ;  but  upon  the  condition,  that  they  fhould 
be  permitted  to  take  up  their  winter  quarters  in 
Burgundy,  until  that  compenfacion  could  be  pro¬ 
cured.  Baffled  in  a  treacherous  attempt  to  furprife 
the  town,  after  they  had  ratified  this  disgraceful 
treaty,  they  left  the  vicinity  of  Paris  for  their 
deftined  allotment,  fweeping  the  country,  as  they 
palTed  on,  of  cattle  and  every  thing  moveable,  in 
their  ufual  mode  of  devaluation. 

Weak  in  body,  and  difturbed  in  mind,  the 
Emperor  returned  to  Franckfort,  equally  defpifed 
by  the  fubjedts  of  his  French,  as  of  his  German, 
dominions :  nor  was  the  opinion  of  the  public 
increafed  by  the  repudiation  and  confinement  of 
the  Emprefs  Rachael,  w7hom  he  accufed  of  infi¬ 
delity  to  his  bed  with  Ludard,  his  favourite  Mi- 
nifter,  to  whom  he  had  long  delegated  the  -whole 
fovereign  authority,  and  who  w-as  the  only  man 
of  abilities  about  his  perfon.  But  the  under- 
flanding  of  Charles  had  been  for  fome  time 
paft  difarranged  ;  and  his  infirmity  became  now 
fo  evident,  that  the  German  Nobles,  convinced 
how  unequal  he  was  to  the  cares  of  govern¬ 
ment,  with  a  general  concurrence  depofed  him, 
and  elevated  to  their  crown  Arnold,  a  natu¬ 
ral  fon  of  Carloman,  the  late  King  of  Bava¬ 
ria.  Incapable,  as  he  certainly  was,  of  the  ad- 
miniflration  of  his  dominions,  his  melancholy 
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privation  demanded  fome  degree  of  perfonal  at-  a.  D, 
tention.  In  the  fpace  of  three  days  he  was  aban- 
doned  by  all  the  world ;  left  without  a  fingle  do- 
meftic  to  adminifter  to  his  weaknefs,  or  the  means 
to  procure  for  himfelf  the  neceffaries  of  life ;  and 
muft  have  perilhed,  merely  for  want  of  the  com¬ 
mon  fomentations  of  nature,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  relief  afforded  him  by  Lutbert,  Archbifoop 
of  Mentz,  who  literally  gave  him  bread  !  until 
the  fopplications  of  a  fon  of  the  degraded  Em¬ 
peror  induced  Arnold  to  beftow  a  fmall  diffrict, 
what  had  been  fo  recently  his  own,  to  furnifh  him 
with  a  daily  fupport.  What  a  libel  is  this  upon 
human  nature,  and  what  an  awful  leffon  does  it 
hold  out  to  kings !  We  have  beheld  in  this 
Prince,  a  melancholy  inftance  of  worldly  in¬ 
gratitude  !  a  prince,  from  the  fommit  of  human 
fplendour,  reduced  to  the  moft  humiliating  ffate 
of  human  mifery ;  from  a  palace  in  an  Imperial 
city,  driven  forth  a  wretched  outcaff,  deprived 
pf  reafon,  unpitied,  unnoticed  !  And  if  fuch  be 
his  degradation,  who  had  no  adtual  vice,  what 
then  ought  thofe  tyrants  to  expecff  in  the  hour  of 
misfortune,  whofe  reigns  have  been  marked  by 
oppreflion,  tyranny,  and  blood  ?  In  this  ffate  of 
humiliating  poverty,  and  under  the  dreadful  af- 
fe&ion  of  mental  incapacity,  he  was  not  doomed 
to  linger  long ;  his  infulted  feelings  ftill  tri¬ 
umphed  over  his  wreck  of  thought,  and  his 
fpeedy  diffolution  evinced  that  every  avenue  of 
reafon  was  not  clofed.  He  died,  a  martyr  to  his 
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A-  fufferings,  on  the  14th  of  January,  and  was  buried 
888.  at  the  monaftery  of  Richenaw,  in  the  Jake  of 
Conftance,  leaving  an  illegitimate  fon,  Bernard. 

A  weak,  but  not  a  vicious,  prince, — devout,  to 
a  fault,  and  fond  of  retirement, — Charles  was  ra¬ 
ther  calculated  for  a  private,  than  for  a  public 
life:  too  eafily  impofed  upon,  he  fuffered  his 
name  to  fandtify  adts  of  oppreflion  and  trea¬ 
chery,  contrary  to  his  natural  love  of  juftice. 
Subjedt  to  natural  infirmities  from  his  early 
infancy,  his  underftanding  feemed  to  decline 
with  his  years ;  but  his  deprivation  of  reafon 
could  not  excufe  the  cruel  negledt  that  followed 
his  depofition,  nor  the  errors  of  his  government 
palliate  the  inhumanity  of  his  fuccelfor. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

THE  REIGNS  OF  EUDES,  CHARLES  THE  SIMPLE, 
ROBERT,  AND  RODOLPIL. 

Pretenders  to  the  throne — Eudes  crowned — Secures  Arnold  in 
his  intereft — Diftracted  ilate  of  Italy — The  Normans — Charles 
the  Simple  crowned — Divides  the  kingdom  with  Eudes — 
Arnold  obtains  the  Imperial  crown— His  death — With  that  of 
Eudes — Charles  cedes  Neuftria  to  Roilo — The  line  of  Char¬ 
lemagne  extinft  in  Germany  and  Italy — Robert  elevated  to 
the  throne — Is  flam  in  an  engagament  againft  Charles — Who 
is  defeated — Rodolph  raifed  to  the  throne — Charles  is  trea- 
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theroufly  deceived  and  confined — Vigorous  government  of  A.  D. 
the  new  Sovereign  — Perfidy  of  Herbert  to  his  royal  prifo- 
ner— The  death  and  character  of  Charles— The  admin'ftra-  8S8-— 8g2 
tion  of  Rodolph — Private  wars — Death  and  character  of 
Rodolph. 

The  ftream  deduced  from  Pepin  of  Heriftai 
increafed  in  its  progrefs,  and  defcended  with  ac¬ 
cumulation  upon  Charlemagne  ;  from  thence  it 
became  more  and  more  contracted,  until,  re¬ 
futing  to  fertilife,  it  wafted  and  funk  into 
oblivion.  Whether  the  incapacity  and  perfonal 
defeats  of  this  line  of  Princes  be  attributed  to 
phyfical,  or  referred  to  artificial  c&ufes,  it  would 
be  in  vain  to  inquire ;  but  the  hiftory  of  their 
lives  is  a  fufficient  comment  upon  the  weaknefs 
of  their  government ;  and,  from  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  Bald,  may  be  diftinCtly  obferved  the 
rapidity  with  which  this  race  hafiened  to  its  final 
extinction. 

The  death  of  the  Emperor,  Charles  the  Gros, 
left  his  dominions  a  prey  to  the  fury  of  ambi-. 
tion :  his  French  fubjects  had,  it  is  true,  no  part 
in  his  misfortunes  ;  but  they  neither  efteemed 
his  perfon,  nor  obeyed  his  commands  :  his  im¬ 
becility,  and  the  recent  treaty  fo  difgracefully 
made,  had  entirely  loft  him  their  affeCtions ; 
nor  was  it  natural  to  fuppofe  they  would  make 
any  exertion  in  his  favour.  But  the  information 
of  his  deceafe,  haraffed  as  they  were  by  the  Nor¬ 
mans, 
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A.  D.  mans,  threw  the  Nobility,  all  equally  jealous  of 
each  other,  and  grafping  at  fovereign  power, 
into  a  temporary  alarm. 

Charles,  the  fon  of  Lewis  the  Stammerer,  the 
only  direct  and  legal  heir  to  the  empire,  was 
ftill  a  child ;  and  numerous  were  the  pretenders 
to  thofe  dominions,  to  which,  if  hereditary  right 
be  allowed,  he  had  the  only  claim.  The  molt 
confpicuous  of  the  competitors  to  the  crown  of 
France  were,  Berenger,  Duke  of  Friuli, — Guy, 
Duke  of  Spoleto, — who  were  both  the  defcend- 
ants  of  Charlemagne*  by  the  female  fide  ;  Ar¬ 
nold,  an  illegitimate  branch,  whofe  party  was 
both  numerous  and  powerful,  and  who  had  al¬ 
ready  been  acknowledged  by  the  German  Nobi¬ 
lity  ;  Lewis,  the  fon  of  Bofon  ;  and  Rodolph,  the 
fon  of  Conrad,  the  late  Count  of  Paris.  But  w'hile 
thefe  pretenders  were  preparing  to  afeertain  their 
refpedtive  claims,  the  Neufirians,  averfe  to  the 
reception  of  a  firanger,  and  in  too  critical  a  fitua- 
tion  to  continue  long  as  they  then  were,  without  the 
appearance  of  a  form  of  government,  were  invo¬ 
luntarily  led  to  elevate  to  the  throne  Eudes,  Count 
of  Anjou  and  Duke  of  Burgundy,  a  fon  of  the 
illufirious  Robert  le  Fort,  whofe  recent  fervices 
in  the  gallant  defence  of  Paris,  with  his  mental 
and  perfonal  qualifications,  were  deferving  of  the 
exaltation  to  which  he  was  raifed.  In  a  par¬ 
liament  aflembied  at  Compiegne,  he  w7as  re¬ 
cognized  as  their  fovereign,  folemnly  invefted 

with 
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with  the  regal  dignity,  and  anointed  at  Sens  A.  Tf . 
by  Gautier,  the  Archbifhop  of  that  diocefe. 

The  firft  care  of  the  new  Sovereign  was  to 
attach  to  his  intereft  the  moil  powerful  of  his 
opponents  :  he  repaired  to  Worms,  and  in  perfon 
affured  Arnold,  that,  could  his  elevation  be  inju¬ 
rious  to  the  intereft  of  the  kingdom  of  France, 
he  was  willing  to  defift  from  his  pretenfions ;  nor 
would  he,  without  his  confent,  bear  the  marks 
of  royalty.  This  deference  flattered  the  Ger¬ 
man  Monarch,  and  their  interview  terminated 
in  a  treaty  to  their  mutual  fatisfaclion. 

Italy,  reduced  almoft  to  a  defert  by  the  Sa¬ 
racens,  and  the  oppofttion  of  interefts  among  the 
numerous  independent  Nobility,  was  alfo  divided 
by  the  fadtions  of  the  Dukes  of  Friuli  and  Spo- 
leto  :  the  former  had  fufficient  influence  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  crown  of  Lombardy ;  and  the  latter  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Rome,  and  received  from  the  Pontiff 
Formofus,  the  Imperial  diadem  :  advancing  as  far 
as  Langres,  the  Bifliop  of  that  diocefe  annointed 
him  alfo  King  of  Neuftria ;  but  perceiving  that 
the  party  of  Eudes  w’as  too  powerful  to  expedt 
auy  permanent  eftablifliment  in  that  country, 
he  haftily  repaired  the  Alps,  and  foon  after  de¬ 
feated  his  rival,  Berenger,  in  two  engagements, 
rendered  memorable  by  the  dreadful  daughter  of 
their  forces. 

Mean  while  Eudes  fhew’ed  himfelf  worthy  of 
the  elevation  to  wmich  he  had  afpired.  The 
Normans,  thofe  turbulent  and  cruel  perfecutors 

of 
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A.  D.  of  his  country,  v/ere,  at  his  acceflion,  defola-.- 
ting  the  province  of  Aquitaine,  and  the  country 
on  both  fides  of  the  Marne  and  the  Aifne, 
With  only  a  thoufand  horfe  he  furprifed  nineteen 
thoufand  of  thefe  freebooters  in  a  wood  near 
Montfaucon,  and  attacked  them  with  fo  much 
vigour  and  addrefs,  that  few  of  them  efcaped 
from  the  field  of  battle.  Another  party,  pene¬ 
trating  into  Brittany,  were  alike  unfuccefsful. 
But  thefe  defeats  availed  but  little  againfl  the 
prodigious  fwarrns  of  thefe  depredators,  whofe 
numbers  accumulated  as  faft  as  they  could  be 
defcroyed. 

Whilft  the  arms  of  Eudes  were  directed  to^ 
wards  Ranulph,  Duke  of  Aquitaine,  who  had 
caufed  himfelf  to  be  crowned  King  of  that 
Country,  and  whom  he  obliged  to  forego  the 
title  he  had  afiumed, — Meaux,  Troyes,  Toul,  and 
Verdun,  fell  a  prey  to  their  vindictive  rage. 
Twice  was  Paris  again  befieged,  and  twice  wrere 
the  aflailants  repulfed  ;  no  part  of  the  kingdom 
efcaped  their  ravages.  With  eighty  thoufand 
men  they  again  entered  the  Meufe,  polled  them- 
felves  in  the  marfhy  country  about  Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle,  and  defeated,  in  two  engagements,  the 
armies  of  the  King  of  Germany.  Exafperated  at 
his  difgrace,  the  adtive  Arnold  palfed  the  Rhine 
with  a  prodigious  force,  and  attacked  them  in 
their  encampments,  upon  the  Dyle  in  Brabant, 
with  fo  much  fury  and  perfeverance,  that  fcarcely 
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an  individual  efcaped  from  the  vengeance  of  his  a.  d. 
fword.  ' 

While  Eudes  was  employed  in  an  effectual  en¬ 
deavour  to  repel  the  enemies  of  his  country,  as 
in  an  attempt  to  regulate  and  fupprefs  the  pre¬ 
vailing  diforders  of  the  State,  a  confederacy  was 
forming  to  reftore  to  the  crown  its  lawful  heir. 

His  endeavours  to  reftrain  the  unbounded  inde¬ 
pendency  of  the  great  Lords,  augmented  the  num¬ 
ber  of  his  Opponents ;  nor  does  it  appear,  from 
their  paft  or  fubfequent  conduct,  that  any  other 
motive  than  interelt  had  actuated  their  wilhes 
for  a  change.  Count  Valgaire  was  the  firft  who 
openly  declared  for  Charles,  and  the  firft  who 
was  doomed  to  become  the  victim  of  the  refent- 
ment  of  Eudes  :  he  was  befteged  in  Laon ;  the 
city  was  taken  by  aflault;  and  the  Count  was 
beheaded.  But  this  feverity,  fo  far  from  pro¬ 
ducing  the  effedts  he  had  expedted,  rather  ftimu- 
lated  the  indignation  of  the  Nobility.  Herbert, 

Count  of  Vermandois,  and  Pepin  of  Senlis,  de¬ 
fendants  of  Bernard,  King  of  Italy,  with  Ebles* 
the  nephew  of  the  valiant  Gofelin,  aflembled  a 
powerful  army  in  behalf  of  the  young  Prince; 
and  he  was  crowned  by  Foulques,  Archbilhop 
of  Rheims,  in  that  city.  Arnold  apparently  ef- 
poufed  his  caufe;  but  fo  feeble  were  his  exer¬ 
tions,  that  the  German  troops  fcnt  to  his  affift- 
ance  withdrew  themfelves  upon  the  approach  of 
his  rival ;  and  the  new  Sovereign  retired  into 

Y  Burgundy, 
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A-  D.  Burgundy,  flenderly  attended,  and  meanly  aban¬ 
doned  by  thofe  who  had  invited  him  to  accept 
of  this  precarious  elevation. 

During  the  fpace  of  four  years  the  unfortunate 
kingdom  of  France  was  convulfed  by  the  op- 
poling  factions  of  the  partifans  of  the  two  Kings. 
The  threats  of  Charles  to  enter  into  an  alliance 
with  the  Normans,  at  length  induced  Eudes  to 
liften  to  terms  of  accommodation;  thofe  few 
w'ho  preferred  the  happinefs  of  their  fellow-crea¬ 
tures  to  the  mercenary  conliderations  of  ambi¬ 
tion  and  intereft,  undertook,  by  their  media¬ 
tions,  to  heal  the  bleeding  vrounds  of  their  coun¬ 
try.  A  divifion  was  confented  to;  and  thofe 
territories  lying  between  the  Seine  aind  the  Py¬ 
renees  were  to  be  retained  by  the  latter  Prince, 
and  which  he  fubmitted  to  Fold  as  a  fief  of 
the  crown ;  while  to  Charles  was  allotted  the 
poiTeffion  of  all  that  country  extending  from  the 
Seine  to  the  Meufe. 

The  crafty  Arnold,  alternately  the  friend  and  the 
deceiver  of  both  parties,  found  fufficient  employ¬ 
ment  in  his  own  dominions,  againft  the  rebellious 
Duke  of  Moravia,  whom,  with  the  affiftance  of 
the  Dukes  of  Hungary  and  Poland,  he  compelled 
to  acknowledge  his  authority  :  from  thence  di- 
redting  his  attention  towards  Italy,  a  country  to 
which  he  conceived  his  pretenfions  fuperior  to 
thofe  of  the  prefent  pofTelTors,  he  paffed  the 
Alps,  and  obliged  Guy,  Duke  of  Spoleto,  to  re¬ 
treat  from  Lombardy,  and  to  feek  an  afylum 
.  .  in 
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In  his  capital.  Without  purfuing  his  good  for¬ 
tune,  he  abandoned  his  conquefts,  and  fuddenly 
turned  his  arms  againft  Rodolph,  who  had  af- 
fumed  the  title  of  King  of  Burgundy  Transju- 
rane,  in  the  hope  of  furprifing  him  before  he  had 
been  prepared  for  his  approach ;  but  the  vigilance 
of  the  new  Sovereign  was  not  fo  ealily  to  be  cir¬ 
cumvented  ;  and  the  German  Monarch,  having  in¬ 
effectually  endeavoured  to  obtain  fome  advantages 
in  that  country,  gave  up  the  conteft,  and  repaired 
to  a  Diet  affembled  at  Worms,  which  eftablifhed 
Zuntibold,  his  fecond  fon,  King  of  Lorraine. 

The  attainment  of  the  Imperial  honours,  the 
favourite  object  of  the  ambition  of  Arnold,  was 
not  yet  gratified.  Secretly  invited  by  Formofus, 
the  fovereign  Pontiff,  to  refcue  him  from  the  out¬ 
rages  committed  upon  his  perfon  by  the  con¬ 
tending  potentates  of  Italy,  he  repaired  to  Rome, 
entered  the  city,  more  as  an  enemy  than  as  a 
friend,  delivered  the  Pope  from  his  perfecutors, 
but  indifcrimately  gave  up  to  the  fword  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  either 
faCtion.  Crowned,  by  the  Holy  Father,  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  the  Weft,  he  left  Farold  governor  of 
the  city,  and  befteged,  in  the  caftle  of  Fermo, 
Agiltrude,  the  widow  of  Guy,  Duke  of  Spoleto, 
whofe  fon  Lambert  had  before  compelled  the 
Pope  to  acknowledge  his  title  to  the  contefted 
dignity.  Baffled  in  his  attempt  by  a  deleterious 
beverage,  adminiftered  at  the  inftigation  of  that 
Princefs,  Arnold  was  removed  into  Bavaria,  in  fo 
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A.D.  debilitated  a  condition,  that  he  never  recovered 

*  -Tljwi  * 

the  baneful  effedts  of  the  fatal  potion  ;  although 
he  fome  time  after  made  another  unfuccefsful 
attempt  in  Italy;  but  was  obliged,  by  Berenger, 
to  retire  into  Germany.  He  furvived  not  his 
attainment  of  the  purple  more  than  three  years, 
and  died  m  a  moft  loat'nfome  date  of  humilia¬ 
tion  and  mifery.  He  was  the  laft  of  the  Carlo- 
vingian  line  who  wore  the  Imperial  diadem  on 
this  fide  of  the  Alps  ;  and  left  two  fons; — Lewis, 
his  fucceffior  in  his  German  dominions,  alfo  ftyled 
King  of  the  Romans,  then  only  fevcn  years  of 
age ;  and  Zuntibold,  a  natural  fon,  the  Sovereign 
of  Lorraine. 

The  treaty  of  divifion  that  had  been  entered 
into  by  the  Kings  of  France,  was  by  no  means 
of  fufficient  efficacy  to  preferve  internal  quiet ; 
their  animofities  were  not  allayed,  nor  was  it 
probable  they  could  be,  when  encouraged,  for  their 
own  particular  ends,  by  their  refpedtive  parti- 
fans.  Death  at  length  relieved  Charles  from 
his  able  competitor,  in  his  fortieth  year,  after 
a  troublefome  reign  of  nearly  ten,  wherein  he 
gave  proofs  of  talents  for  war  and  government, 
which  the  unfortunate  afpedt  of  the  times  pre¬ 
vented  him  from  exerting  as  he  probably  would 
have  done,  had  his  life  been  protradled  to  a  more 
lengthened  period.  He  left  a  fon,  w'ho  was  pro¬ 
claimed  his  fucceffior  upon  his  demife,  but  who, 
in  a  few  days,  followed  him  to  the  grave  j  and 

Robert,. 
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Robert,  his  brother,  became  the  poileffbr  of  his  A 
patrimonial  territories. 


Charles,  who  had  been  fo  long  the  fport  of  for¬ 
tune,  was  now  unanimoufly  recognized  as  the 
King  of  France;  he  had  attained  his  twentieth 
year;  but  his  abilities  were  not  equal  to  the 
arduous  tafk  of  government,  and  his  weaknefs 
rather  increafed  than  diminifoed  the  diforders 
that  prevailed.  Nor  was  France  in  itfelf  what 
it  had  been  at  a  period  not  very  remote.  Lor¬ 
raine  was  held  by  the  fon  of  the  late  Emperor ; 
Burgundy  Transjurane,  comprehending  Savoy, 
and  a  part  of  Switzerland,  had  been  eftablifhed 
by  Rodolph  into  a  kingdom.  Lewis,  the  fon  of 
Bofon,  with  the  title  of  King,  held  thofe  fine 
provinces  that  had  been  difmembered  by  his 
father:  and  the  Nobles,  the  abfolute  fovereigns 
in  their  own  domains,  carried  their  private  con¬ 
tentions  to  the  moft  dreadful  lengths,  the  Mo¬ 
narch  prefuming  not  to  interfere  in  tKe  termi¬ 
nation  of  their  difputes. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  Eudes,  Charles  had 
an  opportunity  of  re-annexing  Lorraine  to  his 
crown  :  the  fubjedfs  of  that  kingdom,  diffatif- 
fied  with  Zuntibold,  made  him  a  tender  of 
their  allegiance  ;  but  too  indolent  to  profit  by 
their  wifhes,  he  renounced  his  pretenfions  for  a 
trifling  recompence,  after  having  gained  confi- 
derable  advantages  over  the  fon  of  Arnold. 

Y  3  The 
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The  Normans,  who  had  hitherto  been  wholly  led 
by  the  defire  of  plunder,  were  now  commanded  by 
a  chief  whofe  ambition  extended  to  more  exalted 
views  than  to  be  difiin^uifiied  as  the  leader  of  a 
band  of  pirates.  Driven  from  his  country  by  do- 
meftic  fadtion,  Rollo,  the  moft  illuftrious,  both 
by  birth  and  valour,  of  the  Northern  warriors, 
attached  to  his  ftandard  a  vaft  body  of  his  coun¬ 
trymen,  with  the  evident  intention  of  making  a 
permanent  fettlement  in  France.  Twice  he  had 
gained  a  fruitlefs  vicftory  upon  the  Englifii  coaft, 
and  fpread  terror  over  the  maritime  provinces  of 
Europe.  Having  rendered  a  cohfidcrable  part 
of  Friezland  tributary  to  his  arms,  he  entered 
Neufiria,  and,  taking  pofleflion  of  Rouen,  re¬ 
built  the  walls,  and  eftablifhed  that  city  as  his 
place  of  general  refort.  From  hence  his  veflels 
ravaged,  with  impunity,  the  Englifii  and  the 
Gallic  fhores. 

The  mifery  and  interceflions  of  his  fubjefts 
at  length  induced  the  French  Monarch  to  at¬ 
tempt,  by  accommodation,  to  refirain  the  de¬ 
predations  of  thefe  deftrudtive  invaders,  which 
no  force  that  could  be  raifed  by  his  impoverished 
kingdom,  would-  have  been  able  to  repel.  Fran- 
con,  Archbifhop  of  Rouen,  had  obtained  fome 
influence  over  the  mind  of  Rollo;  and  by  his 
perluafion  this  illuftrious  chief  was  induced  to 
fufpend  his  hoftilities,  and  confent  to  a  tempo¬ 
rary  truce,  as  the  foundation  of  a  permanent 
peace ;  but  Charles,  dire&ed  by  other  councils, 

and 
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and  forgetting  the  weaknefs  of  his  arms,  ven¬ 
tured  to  infringe  the  recent  convention.  The 
exafperated  Norman  recommenced  his  devalua¬ 
tions  with  fuch  evident  marks  of  refentment, 
as  threatened  the  kingdom  with  deltrudtion,  and 
conftrained  the  reludant  advifers  of  the  King  to 
renew  the  negociations  for  a  fpeedy  reconcilia¬ 
tion. 

To  the  victorious  Rollo,  as  the  balls  of  fu¬ 
ture  harmony,  the  province  of  Neultria  was  to 
be  furrendered  ;  which,  to  preferve  an  appear¬ 
ance  of  honourable  pretence,  he  was  to  receive  as 
the  portion  of  Gelilie,  the  daughter  of  Charles, 
whom  he  engaged  to  efpoufe,  and  pledged  him- 
felf  with  his  compatriots  to  embrace  the  faith 
of  his  new  allies.  Having  confulted  his  war¬ 
riors,  they  readily  acceded  to  the  terms  pro- 
pofed :  but,  as  the  province  which  was  to  be 
given  up  had  been  laid  walte  by  his  depredatory 
inroads,  he  required  that  Brittany  Ihould  likewhfe 
be  conceded,  to  fublift  his  followers  until  culti¬ 
vation  and  peace  Ihould  relfore  the  lands  to  their 
natural  abundance.  It  was  in  vain  to  refufe  that, 
of  which  he  had  the  power  to  compel  the  ac- 
quiefcence;  and  in  return  for  this  immenfe  dif- 
memberment  of  the  once  fiourilhing  kingdom 
of  France,  he  confented  to  hold  this  valuable 
gift  as  a  fief  of  the  Crown.  This  dilgraceful, 
yet  necelfary  treaty,  wTas  confirmed  at  St.  Clair 
upon  the  Epte;  but  the  proud  Norman,  difdain- 
ing  to  perform  himfelf  the  ufual  ceremony  re- 

Y  4  quired 
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quired  from  a  vaffal  to  his  fuperior,  deputed  ta 
an  attendant,  a  fervice  which  his  haughty  fpirit 
indignantly  reje&ed. 

Thus  the  acknowledged  Sovereign  of  one  of 
the  fineft  provinces  in  France,  his  new  territory 
foon  funk  its  ancient  name  for  that  of  Normandy, 
in  honour  of  its  new  inhabitants  :  the  fuccefs- 
ful  Prince  fixed  his  capital  at  Rouen,  and,  faith¬ 
ful  to  his  engagement,  the  next  year  was  bap¬ 
tized,  and  received  the  name  of  Robert,  from  the 
brother  of  Eudes,  who  anfwered  for  him  at  the 
fount.  Deferving  of  his  good  fortune,  he  refigned 
the  turbulence  of  arms  for  the  tranquillity  of 
peace ;  he  eftablifned  a  regular  government,  and, 
no  lefs  diftinguifhed  as  a  warrior  than  a  politi¬ 
cian,  enabled  moft  excellent  laws,  rebuilt  the 
cities  and  the  churches,  promoted  agriculture, 
and  became  as  remarkable  for  the  Severity  of  his 
juftice,  as  for  the  wifdom  of  his  inftitutions. 

Encouraged  by  the  fecurity  enjoyed  by  his 
fubjebts  under  his  protection,  the  better  kind  of 
his  countrymen  reforted  to  his  new  principality; 
and,  before  his  death,  he  had  the  fatisfablion  to 
fee  his  dominions,  from  a  depopulated  defert, 
converted  into  a  flourilhing  kingdom,  filled  with 
indufirious  inhabitants,  regular  in  their  manners, 
and  obedient  to  the  laws ;  and  theonly  ftain  that  has 
been  left  upon  the  memory  of  this  great  Prince, 
has  been  the  cruelty  with  which  he  has  been  re- 
prefentefi  to  have  treated  the  unfortunate  Gefilie, 

In 
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In  the  progrefs  of  time,  the  Normans  and  the  A.  B. 
French,  no  longer  enemies,  became  blended  in'-^r*^ 
one  common  mafs  ;  and  fo  exalted  was  the  opi¬ 
nion  entertained  by  his  fubjeds  of  his  military 
and  political  virtues,  that  after  his  death  they 
hung  upon  his  memory  with  a  pleafing  remem¬ 
brance,  and  made  it  a  fubjed  of  their  oblations ; 
and  for  many  years  the  mention  of  his  name 
was  alone  fufficient  to  the  officers  of  juftice,  to 
haften  to  put  a  ftop  to  any  fadden  tumult. 

While  thefe  affairs  were  tranfading  in  France, 
the  Carlovingian  line  became  extind  in  Ger¬ 
many.  Lewis  the  Fourth,  the  fucceffor  of  Ar¬ 
nold,  had  been  entrufted  to  a  regency  upon  his 
father’s  death  :  the  loofe  and  diforderly  manners 
of  the  King  of  Lorraine  had  repeatedly  provoked 
the  refentment  of  his  fubjeds ;  they  had,  as  we 
have  before  obferved,  revolted,  and  offered  their 
crown  to  Charles ;  and  they  now  put  them- 
felves  under  the  protedion  of  the  German  Mo¬ 
narch.  Zuntibold,  in  a  raih  attempt  againft 
the  forces  of  his  brother,  was  defeated  and  (lain 
in  a  bloody  engagement  upon  the  Meufe;  and  his 
poffeffions  again  became  annexed- to  Germany. 

The  Ihort  reign  of  Lewis  was  a  continued  fcene 
of  war  and  tumult.  The  Hungarians,  and  the 
Normans,  equally  ravaged  his  dominions ;  and, 
from  a  life  prolonged  but  to  his  twentieth  year, 
there  could  have  been  but  little  opportunity  for  the 
cjifplay  of  talents  either  for  government  or  arms. 

Not 
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A.  D.  Not  having  left  any  children,  Charles  became 
the  natural  heir  to  the  fucceflion ;  but  fo  ill  could 
he  protect  his  own  kingdom,  that  he  was  not  in 
a  fituation  to  avail  himfelf  of  his  claim.  The 
German  Nobility  affembled  at  Worms,  affumed 
to  themfelves  the  right  of  eleding  a  fovereign  to 
their  vacant  throne ;  and  Conrad,  Count  of  Fran¬ 
conia,  became  the  objed  of  their  choice. 

The  male  line  of  the  illuftrious  Charlemagne 
was  thus  extind  in  Germany,  and  in  the  trifling 
lapfe  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  years  fince  he 
had  been  inverted  with  the  Imperial  honours  of 
the  purple: — an  empire  which  promifed,  from  the 
number  of  his  children  and  their  collateral  de- 
feendants,  a  more  lengthened  as  a  more  honour¬ 
able  and  fplendid  duration ! 

In  Italy,  the  Duke  of  Friuli  had,  upon  the 
retreat  of  the  Emperor  Arnold,  been  again 
crowned  King  of  Lombardy;  and  his  rival, 
Lambert,  the  fon  of  Guy,  Duke  of  Spoleto,  had 
been  inverted  with  the  Imperial  honours.  Upon 
the  death  of  the  latter  Prince,  Berengerius  re¬ 
paired  to  Rome,  and  compelled  the  Pontiff  to 
place  the  diadem  upon  his  head ;  but  he  had  not 
long  enjoyed  his  elevation,  before  Lewis,  King 
of  Arles,  parted  the  Alps,  to  difpute  his  title. 
Lewis  being  likewife  raifed  to  the  conterted 
honour  by  Benedict  the  Fourth,  he  was  furprifed 
l'ome  time  after  by  his  opponent,  deprived  of  his 
light ;  and  the  Duke  of  Friuli  had  the  fatisfadion 
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of  bearing  the  lofty  title  without  a  rival ;  until  A-  D* 
his  cruelties  becoming  no  longer  fupportable,  he 
was  alTaflinated  by  his  domeftics,  and  was  the 
laid  of  the  royal  race  of  Charlemagne  that  reigned 
in  Italy. 

Having  thus  flightly  touched  upon  the  fate  of  _ 
the  defendants  of  that  Monarch  in  Germany, 
and  beyond  the  Alps,  the  fubjed  of  our  future 
refearches  will  be  more  confined  to  the  French 
kingdom,  than  the  connexion  between  thofe 
Princes  has  hitherto  allowed.  The  fubjeds  of 
Lorraine,  after  the  death  of  Lewis  the  Fourth, 
of  Germany,  more  inclined  to  the  Carlovingian 
line,  tendered  their  oaths  of  fealty  to  Charles 
the  Simple;  but  this  acquifition  of  territory 
gave  him  not  any  additional  power:  he  found 
that  country,  like  his  immediate  dominions,  alike 
divided  among  a  turbulent  Nobility;  nor  was 
he  long  doomed  to  retain  the  poffdfion  of  any 
fovereignty.  Robert,  the  brother  of  Eudes,  as 
well  by  his  alliances  as  by  his  extenfive  domains 
the  moil  powerful  nobleman  of  the  realm,  and 
whofe  family  had  already  tafted  of  the  fweets  of 
royalty,  was  himfelf  feduced  to  afpire  to  the  fame 
elevated  Ration.  The  confidence  repofed  by  the 
King  in  Hagamon,  a  man  of  talents,  but  of  mean 
birth,  was  the  pretext  for  his  diffatisfadion,  and 
for  that  of  his  adherents.  Having  fecretly,  but 
ineffedually,  endeavoured  to  prevail  upon  Ri¬ 
chard,  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  William,  the 

Sovereign 
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A.  D.  Sovereign  of  Normandy,  to  fupport  his  pre- 
tenlions,  their  inflexibility  for  a  while  fufpended 
his  ambitious  purpofes;  but  his  partifans  be¬ 
coming  fufficiently  numerous  to  fupport  his  in¬ 
tended  ufurpation,  in  an  aflembly  held  at  Soiflons, 
this  prefumptuous  vaffal,  with  his  chief  abettors, 
renounced,  in  the  prefence  of  their  Sovereign, 
their  allegiance  to  his  government.  The  con- 
fent  of  Charles  to  the  removal  of  his  favourite^ 
brought  about  a  temporally  accommodation, 
which  procraftinated,  for  a  fhort  time,  his  fate, 
while  it  ftrengthened  the  refources  of  his  oppo¬ 
nent.  The  imprudent  recall  of  Hagamon  was 
again  made  the  pretence  for  rebellion :  the 
French  Monarch,  abandoned  by  his  army,  and 
forced  to  retire  from  Laon,  fought  his  fafety  in 
a  retreat  into  Aquitaine ;  and  his  rival,  conducted 
in  triumph  to  Rheims,  was  crowmed  and  anointed 
King  of  France. 

With  the  afliftance  of  William,  Count  of  Au¬ 
vergne,  and  Raymond,  Count  of  Thouloufe,  the 
fugitive  Prince  raifed  a  powerful  army,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  to  meet  the  ufurper  of  his  crown,  near 
Soiflons.  A  defperate  engagement  enfued ;  and 
Robert  was  fuppofed  to  have  fallen  by  the  arm 
of  his  royal  antagonift:  but  unavailing  was  his 
ardour; — the  lofs  of  their  leader  was  ably  fup~ 
plied  bv  the  adtive  valour  of  Hugh,  his  fon,  who, 
re-animating  his  flying  fquadrons,  completely 
routed  and  difperfed  the  forces  of  the  unfor¬ 
tunate. 
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tunate  Monarch.  Charles  attempted  in  vain  to 
join  the  Duke  of  Normandy,  who  h  d  promifed 
him  his  afliflance ;  but  the  vigilance  of  his  ene¬ 
mies  prevented  him  from  profiting  by  the  friendly 
intentions  of  his  ally :  he  retired  again  beyond 
the  Meufe,  to  lament  the  inconflancy  of  fortune, 
and  with  the  feeble  expectation  of  affembling 
the  few  remaining  partifans  who  might  yet  feel 
fome  commiferation  for  his  degraded  date.  So 
foon  as  his  retreat  was  afeertained,  the  rebellious 
fadtion  made  a  tender  of  the  crown  to  the  fon  of 
Robert ;  but  he  refufed  the  fplendid  honour  in 
favour  of  Rodolph,  Duke  of  Burgundy,  who  had 
cfpoufed  his  fifter  Emma,  and  who  received  the 
royal  unction  from  Gautier,  Archbifhop  of  Sens. 

The  perfidy  of  Herbert,  Count  of  Vermandois, 
fecured  to  the  ufurpqr  the  permanency  of  his  ele¬ 
vation  :  forgetting  that  to  the  fame  noble  flock  was  . - 
to  be  referred  his  illuflricus  origin,  he  perfuaded 
the  royal  fugitive  to  confide  his  perfon  into  his 
hands,  with  the  folemn  afiurance  of  animating 
his  adherents  to  effedi  his  refloration.  Doubtful 
of  the  fincerity  of  thofe  offers,  it  was  with  re- 
ludlance  that  Charles  ventured  to  meet  him  at 
St.  Quintin ;  but  having  gained  by  exteriqr  marks 
of  refpedt  his  confidence,  he  prevailed  upon  him 
to  difmifs  his  attendants;  and  the  unhappy 
Prince  fell  the  vidtim  to  his  credulity.  He 
was  removed  in  the  nio;ht  to  Chateau-Thierri, 

1  well-fortified  cafile,  in  the  domains  of  the 

traitor. 
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A.  D.  traitor,  who  repaired  to  the  court  of  Rodolph, 

VC7°  to  receive  a  reward  for  the  adtive  and  treacherous 
923. 

part  he  had  taken  in  his  fupport.  Egiva,  the 
queen,  with  her  young  fon,  Lewis,  fled  to  the 
court  of  her  father  Edward,  King  of  England ; 
and  the  degraded  Monarch  dragged  on  a  mi- 
ferable  exiflence  in  unavailing  regret,  for  the  in¬ 
cautious  reliance  which  had  betrayed  him  to  the 
arts  of  the  perfidious  Herbert. 

The  reign  of  Rodolph  was  a  feries  of  fedi- 
tions,  revolts,  and  new  misfortunes  to  the  divided 
kingdom.  He  wanted  not  either  talents  for  the 
cabinet,  or  intrepidity  for  the  field ;  but  to  have 
refiored  a  peaceful  government  to  the  diftradted 
country,  would  have  required  more  than  human 
abilities.  He  reftrained  the  independent  Nobles; 
diftinguilhed  himfelf  againff  new  tribes  of  Nor¬ 
mans  ;  baffled  the  attempts  of  William,  Duke  of 
Normandy,  and  Henry  the  Fowler,  the  fuccefflor 
of  Conrad,  King  of  Germany,  who  had  appeared 
willing  to  fupport  the  interefts  of  the  captive 
Prince :  but  the  end  propofed  by  the  latter  Sove¬ 
reign  was  effected  in  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms  in 
Lorraine,  which  he  detached  from  the  French 
government;  and  he  in  confequence  made  not 
any  further  effort  in  behalf  of  the  degraded 
Charles.  Having  concluded  a  treaty  for  a  fuf- 
penfion  of  hoftilities  with  Henry,  Rodolph  di¬ 
rected  his  forces  againft  the  Duke  of  Aquitaine, 
who,  warmly  attached  to  his  lawful  Sovereign, 
refufed  to  acknowledge  the  title  of  one  whom  he 
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confidered  as  the  ufurper  of  his  rights  ;  but  his 
power  was  not  equal  to  his  loyalty,  and  he  was 
compelled,  by  his  more  formidable  antagomft,  to 
preferve  his  dominions,  by  taking  the  accuftomed 
oaths  of  homage  and  obedience. 

Thefe  fucceffes  were  ineffectual  to  fecure  tran¬ 
quillity  to  the  government  of  Rodolph,  who  was 
no  fooner  relieved  from  one  enemy,  than  he  was 
affailed  by  others.  New  fwarms  of  Normans  fell 
upon  the  provinces  of  Burgundy,  Picardy,  and 
Artois :  the  Duke  of  Aquitaine,  taking  advan¬ 
tage  of  their  inroads,  again  afferted  an  indepen¬ 
dency;  and  the  Hungarians,  a  new  and  ferocious 
enemy,  penetrating  through  Lorraine,  threatened 
the  deftruCfion  of  Champagne.  Whether  by 
force  or  negociation,  his  activity  and  addrefs 
overcame  the  difficulties  by  which  he  was  fur- 
rounded,  and  ftill  preferved  the  crown  he  had 
attained ;  but  from  Herbert,  the  Count  of  Ver- 
mandois,  as  perfidious  as  he  was  ambitious,  he 
had  more  to  fear.  Liberally  rewarded  for  his 
treachery  to  his  Sovereign,  by  the  rich  diocefe  of 
Rheims,  beftowed  upon  an  infant  fon;  his  infa- 
tiable  thirlt  of  power  led  him  to  confider  no  com- 
penfation  adequate  to  his  fervices;  and  the  city 
and  diftriCt  of  Laon  became  the  next  objeCt  of 
his  wiffies:  but  the  difappointment  of  his  hopes 
in  its  furrender  to  another  adherent  of  Rodolph, 
induced  him  to  attempt  the  furprife  of  the  town : 
failing  in  this  enterprile,  he  drew  his  royal  pri- 

foner' 
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foner  from  his  confinement,  renewed  his  oaths  of 
allegiance,  and  bartered  him  with  the  fedudlive 
hopes  of  returning  liberty.  The  King  of  Ger¬ 
many,  with  the  fon  of  Robert,  and  the  Duke  of 
Normandy,  entered  into  his  views  of  a  reftora- 
tion.  Charles  was  conveyed  to  Eu,  received  the 
homage  of  the  latter  Prince,  and  fpeedily  found 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  force  fufhciently  nume¬ 
rous  to  meet  his  antagonilf  in  the  field.  Thus 
prepared  to  conteft  his  rights,  the  contending 
parties  met  upon  the  Oife ;  but  Rodoiph,  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  inftability  of  the  profeflions  of 
Herbert,  prevailed  upon  Hugh  to  abandon  the 
caufe  he  had  efpoufed,  and  become  his  negocku 
tor  with  the  Count  of  Vermandois. 

The  contefled  city  was  the  price  of  his  neur 
perfidy ;  and  the  unhappy  Prince,  doomed  to  be 
the  vidtim  of  his  ambitious  fubjedfs,  was  again 
facrificed  to  their  interefted  views.  Confined  at 
Peronne,  his  miferies,  heightened  by  his  recent 
profpedfs  of  liberty,  and  the  refumption  of  the 
crown,  were  not  of  long  continuance  j  a  few 
months  put  a  period  to  his  fufferings  and  his 
hopes,  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  his  age,  and  in  the 
thirty-fixth  from  his  acceflion  to  the  thrQne. 

He  had  by  his  firft  queen,  Gefilie,  married  ta 
Rollo,  Duke  of  Normandy ;  and,  by  his  third 
confort,  a  grand-daughter  of  the  diftinguifhed 
Alfred,  Lewis,  afterwards  called  to  the  throne 
of  his  anceftors* 
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Of  the  character  of  Charles,  furnamed  the  A.  D, 
Simple,  little  need  be  faid,  as  no  appellation  in 
hiflory  appears  to  have  been  applied  with  more 
truth  than  to  this  unfortunate  Monarch.  His 
crown  fat  fo  lightly  upon  his  brows,  that  it 
would  have  been  as  ealily  plucked  from  thence 
by  any  pretender,  as  by  the  one  who  alTumed  his 
rights.  He  was  not  deficient  in  perfonal  cou¬ 
rage;  nor  is  it  apparent  that  he  was  deftitute  of 
the  moral  virtues  ;  bur,  alas !  they  were  at  that 
period  of  little  conlequence  to  his  authority. 

Had  he  poffeffed  the  fame  firmnefs  in  repelling 
the  firft  encroachments  of  the  ambitious  Robert, 
as  he  evinced  during  a  long  and  melancholy  con¬ 
finement;  or  had  he  taken  the  advantages  that 
offered  upon  feveral  occafions  to  overwhelm  his 
enemies,  he  might  haye  efcaped  the  infults  and 
difappointments  which  haftened  to  its  conclu-  , 
fion  a  life  diftinguifhed,  from  the  moft  early 
dawn  of  infancy,  by  misfortune,  treachery,  and 
rebellion. 

-  ,rr  -  Tirf  - - - - 

Relieved,  by  the  death  of  this  Prince,  from 
a  competitor  not  formidable  in  himfelf,  but  to 
be  feared  from  the  interefied  motives  of  him 
who  held  his  perfon  in  captivity,  Rodolph  found 
the  political  field  more  open  to  his  excurfions. 

With  a  mind  more  at  eafe,  he  was  better  able  to 
attend  to  his  external  enemies.  He  attacked  the 

Z  Normans, 
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A.  D.  Normans,  who  were  ravaging  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Loire,  with  fuch  vigour  and  fuccefs,  as 
induced  them  to  forbear  their  hoftilities  for  the' 
remainder  of  his  reign:  and  this  victory  was 
of  confequence  to  the  internal  tranquillity  of 
his  government,  as  it  fecured  to  him,  from  the 
gratitude  of  the  people  of  Aquitaine,  who  had 
been  ever  ill-affecfted  to  his  authority,  a  more 
willing  obedience.  He  obliged  Charles  Con- 
ftantine,  the  fon  of  Lewis,  King  of  Arles,  to  do 
him  homage  for  the  Viennois,  which  was  all 
that  Prince  retained  of  his  father's  dominions ; 
this  kingdom  being  poffelfed  by  Hugh,  another 
ufurper.  He  endeavoured,  but  ineffectually,  to 
relfrain  the  private  wars  of  individuals,  now  be¬ 
come  fo  perpetual ;  yet  he  aflifted  Hugh  the 
Great  in  a  ruinous  one  againft  Herbert,  which 
continued  for  feveral  years,  until  the  turbulent 
Count  had  loft  the  greater  part  of  his  patrimo¬ 
nial  territories ;  and  was  indebted  to  the  media¬ 
tion  of  the  Kings  of  Germany  and  Transjurane 
Burgundy,  for  the  reftitution  of  a  fmall  part  of 
his  late  pofieffions;  a  falutary  accommodation 
which  faved  France  from  the  deftrucftive  inroads 
of  the  Hungarians,  who  had  prepared  to  enter 
the  kingdom — when,  finding  that  thefe  domeftic 
contentions  had  been  amicably  fettled,  they 
turned  their  arms,  and  in  a  dreadful  irruption 
defolated  Italy. 
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This  was  the  laft  event  of  the  reign  of  Ro-  a.  D. 
dolph : — attacked  by  the  pedicularian  diforder, 
not  uncommon  in  thofe  times,  he  funk  into  his 
grave,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  reign,  with¬ 
out  leaving  any  male  heirs,  and  was  fucceeded 
in  his  Duchy  of  Burgundy  by  his  half-brother* 
Hugh,  furnamed  the  Black. 

The  reign  of  an  ufurper  is  generally  marked 
by  outrage,  and  by  blood :  that  of  Rodolph  was 
unremittingly  engaged  in  fcenes  of  warfare  ;  but 
as  he  knew  how  to  condudt  them  with  prudence 
and  vigour,  he  terminated  them  fuccefsfully — 
the  general  confequences  of  great  exertions,  but 
which  ufurpation  can  never  fandlify.  He  main¬ 
tained  the  dignity  of  the  crown ;  and  his  valour 
protected  his  defolated  country  from  its  nume¬ 
rous  enemies.  During  a  reign  of  thirteen  years, 
feated  upon  a  throne  to  which  he  had  no  legal 
title,  and  furrounded  by  an  afpiring  and  a  power¬ 
ful  Nobility,  he  preferved  the  authority  he  had 
obtained;  and,  although  it  prefents  us  with  no 
unfavourable  idea  of  his  talents  for  government, 
it  by  no  means  authorifes  the  indifcriminate  praife 
that  has  been  lavifhly  bellowed  upon  his  name 
and  memory. 
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A.  D. 

■"V'°  CHAPTER  XVI, 

THE  REIGNS  OF  LEWIS  THE  FOURTH,  TRANSMA- 
RINE,  LOTHAIRE,  AND  LEWIS  THE  FIFTH. 

Hugh  the  Great  recalls  the  lav/ful  heir  from  England — Lewis 
the  Fourth  crowned  —  He  bellows  a  part  of  Burgundy 
upon  Hugh — Lewis  joins  the  confederates  againft  him — 
Civil  war — A  truce-— the  Gallic  Monarch  pofleftes  him- 
felf  of  Lorraine — Efpoufes  Gerberg,  the  filter  of  Otho, 
who  recovers  Lorraine — He  joins  the  rebellious  fubje&s  of 
Lewis' — And  is  acknowledged  King  of  France — Defeats 
Lewis,  who  is  again  reftored — William  Duke  of  Normandy 
affafiinated — The  perfidious  attempts  of  Lewis  againft  his 
fuccefibr  Richard — And  the  ill  fuccefs  of  his  projects — 
Taken  prifoner  by  the  Normans— Delivered  into  the  hands 
of  Hugh — Refigns  Laon  as  the  price  of  liberty — Otho  and 
Lewis  unite  their  forces  againft  Idugh — Peace  concluded — 
Death  and  Charafter  of  the  King — Accefiion  of  Lothaire, 
and  death  of  Hugh — The  treachery  of  Lothaire  to  the 
Norman  Duke — Efpoufes  Emma — Of  Otho,  and  the  affairs 
of  Italy — Difienfions  in  Lorraine' — Charles  receives  a  part 
of  Lorraine,  as  the  valfal  of  the  Emperor — The  fruitlefs 
fuccelfes  of  Lothaire — His  death  an;3  character — Accefiion 
of  Lewis  the  Fifth —  Degrades  Emma — His  death — And 
the  ufurpation  of  Hugh  Capet. 

It  is  difficult  to  penetrate  into  the  motives 
that  induced  Hugh,  the  Duke  of  France,  from 
afpiring  to  the  vacant  throne ;  but  whether  his 
ambition  was  gratified  by  being  the  firft  in  rank 
in  the  kingdom;  or  whether,  conceiving  the 
crown  ddpciled  of  its  authority,  he  found  his 
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own  fituation  preferable  to  the  precarious  eleva-  A.  D. 
tion ; — he  rather  chofe  to  raife  a  royal  phantom, 
who,  he  flattered  himfelf,  would  be  wholly  guided 
by  his  counfels.  Lending  therefore  a  favourable 
ear  to  the  Duke  of  Normandy,  who,  urged  by 
Athelftan  the  King  of  England,  folicited  hsm  to 
exert  his  influence  in  refloring  the  fon  of  Egiva; 
he,  with  the  concurrence  of  his  partifans,  in¬ 
vited  Lewis,  furnamed  the  Trans-marine,  from 
his  refidence  in  the  Englilh  Court,  to  return  to 
his  native  country ;  and  he  was  received  at  Bou¬ 
logne  with  every  outward  mark  of  refpect,  by 
the  Duke  of  France,  who  aflumed,  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  the  title  of  governor  to  the  young  and  in¬ 
experienced  Monarch. 

The  example  of  Hugh  was  followed  by  a  nu¬ 
merous  and  refpeclable  part  of  the  Nobility  and 
Clergy:  the  young  Prince  was  conducted  to  Laon,  - 
and  confecrated  by  the  hands  of  Artaud,  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Rheims.  After  this  ceremony,  and  ac¬ 
companied  by  his  advifer,  he  proceeded  into  Bur¬ 
gundy,  obliged  Hugh  the  Black,  who,  upon  the 
death  of  Rodolph,  had  afpired  to  the  crown,  to 
furrender  a  portion  of  his  domains,  which  he  be¬ 
llowed  upon  the  Duke  of  France,  and  to  take  the 
oaths  of  fealty  for  what  he  permitted  him  to 
retain. 

It  was  not  long  before  Lewis,  difgufled  with 
the  difgraceful  tutelage  of  his  ambitious  fub- 
jed,  gave  indications  of  a  fpirit  befitting  his 
elevated  rank  :  encouraged  by  the  promifed  fup- 
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A.  D.  port  of  the  Duke  of  Normandy,  the  Counts  of 
Flanders,  Vermandois,  and  Poitiers,  he  broke  the 
bonds  of  his  ignominious  confinement,  invited 
his  mother,  who  was  Fill  in  England,  to  repair 
to  his  court,  and  affift  him  with  her  counfels, 
and  joined  the  confederate  Lords,  before  Hugh 
had  been  apprifed  of  his  departure  from  Laon. 
But,  as  treachery  throughout  the  life  of  Herbert 
had  marked  his  conduct,  he  was  as  eafily  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  by  the  offers  made  him  by  the  Duke  of 
France  to  renounce  his  profelfions  of  loyalty,  as  he 
had  been  induced  to  make  them ;  and  the  Norman 
Prince,  led  by  his  pernicious  example,  detached 
himfelf  from  the  caufe  of  Lewis.  The  rebellious 
vaffals,  over  whom  neither  honour,  jufiice,  nor 
the  oath  of  fidelity,  which  they  had  fo  recently 
taken,  had  operated,  were  arrefted  in  their  pro- 
grefs,  when  upon  the  point  of  determining  their 
difputes  by  a  conflict  of  arms,  by  the  fpiritual 
denunciations  of  the  prelates  in  the  army  of 
their  Sovereign:  a  negociation  took  place;  and  a 
fulpenfion  of  hoftilities  for  tne  fpace  of  a  few 
months,  was  confented  to  by  the  contending 
parties. 

Upon  this  celfation  of  arms,  the  adlivc  mind  of 
Lewis  meditated  a  recovery  of  Lorraine  :  encou¬ 
raged  by  the  revolt  of  Gifelb'ert,  the  Duke  of 
that  province,  he  repaired  thither,  and  was  al- 
moft  univerfally  acknowledged  by  the  Nobility. 
Having  been  obliged  to  quit  his  conquefts,  to 
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punifh  the  treachery  of  the  Bifhop  of  Laon,  in  A.  D. 
league  to  deliver  up  that  city  to  Herbert ;  the 
Dukes  of  Lorraine  and  Franconia,  to  whom  he 
had  left  the  fupport  of  his  intereft,  fuffered  them- 
felves  to  be  furprifed  by  the  German  troops,  and 
fell  the  vidlims  of  their  unguarded  conduit.  Lewis 
haltened  to  the  fcene  of  aition,  refcued  Gerberge, 
the  widow  of  Gifelbert,  who  had  been  confined 
by  the  fuccefsful  party;  and,  the  better  to  pre- 
ferve  the  influence  fhe  might  retain  in  that  coun¬ 
try,  foon  after  efpoufed  her :  but  Otho,  the  Ger¬ 
man  Monarch,  having  eftablifhed  a  temporary 
tranquillity  in  his  dominions,  difpelled,  by  his 
prefence,  the  factious  parties  in  Lorraine,  and 
recovered,  with  as  much  eafe  as  it  had  been  loft, 
the  quiet  pofleftion  of  that  province. 

The  fruitlefs  exertions  of  the  young  King  were 
yet  more  unfavourable  in  their  confequences ;  and 
the  power  of  the  confederacy  was  increafed  by 
the  aid  of  Otho,  who,  provoked  at  this  late  at¬ 
tempt,  entered  into  an  alliance  with  his  dif- 
affedted  fubjedts.  Hugh,  and  the  Count  of  Ver- 
mandois,  befteged  the  city  of  Rheims,  whofe 
Bifhop,  highly  in  the  confidence  of  Lewis,  had 
been  allowed  the  dangerous  and  fignal  privilege 
of  coining  in  his  own  domains.  Having  com¬ 
pelled  the  Prelate  to  refign  his  lucrative  diocefe, 
they  proceeded  to  Laon.  A  vigorous  defence  gave 
the  King  time  to  advance  to  the  relief  of  the  town. 
Baffled  in  their  attempt,  they  repaired  to  meet 
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A.  D.  the  King  of  Germany  at  Attigny,  and,  in  return 
for  his  promifed  fupport,  acknowledged  him  their 


fovereign 


Defeated  near  Laon  by  the  forces  of  Gtho,  the 
French  Monarch  with  difficulty  fecured  him- 
felf  a  retreat  in  the  territories  of  Conftantine, 
Count  of  Vienne,  a  defcendant,  like  himfelf,  of 
the  iiiuftrious  Charlemagne.  From  hence,  by 
negociation,  and  the  threatened  excommunica¬ 
tions  of  Pope  Stephen  the  Eighth,  whofe  inter¬ 
ference  he  had  folicited,  he  prevailed  upon  the 
Duke  of  Normandy  to  detach  himfelf  from  his 
opponents  ;  and  Otho,  a  prince  of  generality  and 
abilities,  although  he  had  been  recognifed  King 
of  France,  united  his  mediation  with  the  Duke, 
to  re-edablifn  the  authority  of  his  rival ;  and  the 
turbulent  vaffals  confented  once  more  to  receive 
their  lawful  Sovereign. 

This  falutary  peace  had  been  chiefly  effected  by 
William,  furnamed  Longfword,  Duke  of  Nor- 
manciy ;  but  the  affaffination  of  this  liberal  and 
virtuous  Prince,  by  the  intrigues  of  Arnold,  Count 
of  Handers,  in  a  treacherous  conference  held  at 
PerHgny  upon  the  Somme,  was  the  prelude  of 
fanguinary  ccnfequences,  and  new  commotions. 
Lewis,  forgetting  the  dignity  of  his  rank,  and  the 
recent  fervices  of  the  Duke,  prepared  to  avail 
himfelf  of  the  tender  years  of  his  fon.  Ha¬ 
ving  induced  the  Normans  to  confide  to  his 
care  the  perfon  of  Richard,  their  young  fove¬ 
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reign,  he,  under  the  pretext  of  attending  to  his  A-  D. 
education,  and  watching  over  his  welfare,  con-  ^42. 
veyed  him  to  his  feat  of  reiidence  in  the  city  of 
Laon  :  but  the  plans  he  had  meditated,  to  regain 
the  poffeflion  of  Normandy,  were  too  ill  concealed 
to  elude  the  penetrative  eye  of  Ofmond,  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  young  Prince. 

Fearing  for  the  life  of  his  pupil,  who  was  care¬ 
fully  guarded  by  the  emixTaries  of  the  King,  he 
caufed  him  to  be  fecretly  removed  from  the  pa¬ 
lace  in  a  trufs  of  hay,  and  conducted  in  fafety 
to  his  maternal  uncle,  Bernard,  Count  of  Senlis, 
who,  anxious  for  the  faithful  difcharge  of  the 
truft  repofed  in  him,  equally  refuted  to  deliver 
him  to  the  artful  insinuations  of  Lewis,  as  to  the 
precarious  protedlion  of  his  Norman  fubjecds, 
and  prevailed  upon  the  Duke  of  France  to  avow 
himfelf  his  prote&or.  But,  as  intereft  was  evi¬ 
dently  more  predominant  than  honour  in  the 
bofom  of  Hugh,  he  buffered  himfelf  to  be  feduced, 
abandoned  his  recent  promifes,  in  confideration  • 
of  fliaring  the  fpoils,  and  determined,  in  concert 
with  the  Gallic  Monarch,  to  diveft  the  young 
Duke  of  his  dominions. 

With  a  powerful  army,  and  a  fuccefs  equal 
to  their  wifhes,  they  foon  became  mailers  of  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  Duchy  ;  and  Lewis  advanced 
to-  Rouen.  The  Normans,  unable  to  withfland 
his  fupcrior  force,  affected  to  be  willing  to  fubmit 
to  .  ...  iority  ;  and  Bernard,  the  Dane,  at  the 
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French  King  to  forego  the  prcmifes  he  had  made, 
to  retain  the  province  in  difpute,  and  recall  Hugh 
from  the  part  he  had  fubdued;  a  feint  that  fully 
anfwered  his  moft  fanguine  expe&ations.  The 
Duke  of  France  complied  with  the  royal  order, 
but  withdrew,  fully  bent  upon  receiving  an  in¬ 
demnification  for  his  difgrace,  and  entered  into 
a  negociation  with  the  Norman  Lords. 

Lewis,  flattered  by  the  apparent  zeal  of  his  new 
fubjedls,  ventured  to  rely  upon  their  affiftance,  and 
to  give  battle  to  a  large  force  commanded  by  Mari¬ 
gold,  a  Danifh  Prince,  who  had  been  invited  to  the 
affiftance  of  Richard.  He  was,  as  it  may  readily  be 
conceived,  betrayed  and  defeated ;  and,  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  efcape  from  the  field  of  conflidf,  was  feized 
and  confined  at  Rouen,  until  Hugh,  at  the  inter- 
ceffion  of  Gerberg,  his  queen,  obtained  his  liberty. 
Richard  was  re-eftablifhed  in  his  Duchy;  the  fe~ 
cond  fon  of  the  King,  with  two  Biffiops,  were  the 
hoftages  for  the  performance  of  the  treaty ;  and 
the  captive  Monarch,  delivered  by  his  enemies  into 
the  hands  of  the  Duke  of  France,  was  detained 
twelve  months  longer  in  confinement  by  his  pre- 
fumptuousfubjedf,  until  he  confented  to  refign  the 
long-contefted  city  of  Laon,  and  which  with  its 
diftridt  comprifed  nearly  the  extent  of  the  royal 
domains. 

About  this  time  the  death  of  Herbert,  Count 
of  Vermandois,  releafed  Lewis  from  one  of  the 
many  turbulent  vaffals  that  difturbed  the  tran¬ 
quillity 
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quillity  of  his  government.  Stung  with  the  re-  A.  D. 
collection  of  his  treafon  to  Charles  the  Simple, 
and  to  his  fon,  he  inceflantly  exclaimed  in  his 
laft  hours — “  Alas  !  I  was  but  one  of  the  twelve 
“  who  betrayed  the  King !” — He  may  truly  be 
faid  to  have  been  the  firebrand  of  France ;  and 
his  fons,  of  which  he  left  feveral,  appear  to  have 
been  equally  excited  by  the  flame  of  difcord  and 
ambition.  The  refentment  of  Lewis,  who  en¬ 
deavoured  to  punifh  the  perfidy  of  the  father 
upon  his  children,  precipitated  him  into  mea- 
fures  which  he  had  not  refources  to  profecute 
with  fuccefs,  and  produced  another  long  and 
deftruCtive  war,  that  neither  humbled  Hugh, 
who  was  ever  united  with  his  enemies,  nor  ferved 
to  increafe  his  own  authority,  although  fupported 
by  the  afliftance  of  the  Kings  of  Germany  and 
Burgundy,  with  that  of  Arnold,  the  Count  of 
Flanders. 

Their  united  forces,  which  have  been  com¬ 
puted  at  one  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  men, 
it  was  natural  to  fuppofe,  might  have  ex¬ 
terminated  the  difproportioned  numbers  of  his 
opponents  :  but,  as  great  bodies  move  flowly, 
their  fuccefs  correfponded  not  with  the  for¬ 
midable  appearance  they  made.  The  capture 
of  Rheims,  the  exile  of  Hugh  the  fon  of  Her¬ 
bert  from  that  diocefe,  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
Artaud,  and  the  deftruClive  ravages  of  the 
Duchy  of  France,  were  the  only  favourable 
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A.  D.  events  of  this  mighty  armament. — They  befieged 
Rouen,  which  was  gallantly  defended  againft 
their  arms  :  the  defertion  of  the  Count  of  Flan¬ 
ders,  and  a  prodigious  daughter  of  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  Saxons,  with  their  leader,  the  nephew 
of  Otho,  aflhied  by  the  heavy  rains  which  de¬ 
luged  their  camps,  compelled  them  to  abandon 
this  unfortunate  enterprife. 

The  war  continued  with  fo  much  obftinacy 
for  feveral  years,  that  Lewis,  whofe  partifans 
were  gradually  declining,  had  recourfe  to  the 
fpiritual  authority  of  the  Pope,  who  appointed  a 
Legate  to  inquire  into  the  diforders  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  By  the  advice  of  the  Bifhops,  an  aflfembly 
was  convoked  at  Ingelheim,  where  Otho  and 
Lewis  attended  in  perfon ;  and  the  Duke  of 
France  was  cited  to  appear,  that  the  merits  of 
the  difputes  might  be  canvafifed  :  this  he  refilled 
to  comply  with.  The  long-contefted  diocefe  of 
Rheims  was  adjudged  by  the  Council  to  appertain 
to  Artaud ;  and  both  the  Duke  of  France,  and 
Hugh,  the  fon  of  Herbert,  who  had  held  that  fee, 
were  excommunicated.  The  thunder  of  the  Vati¬ 
can  failed  in  its  effedt ;  hofbilities  continued,  and 
many  ftrong  places  were  alternately  taken  and 
loft.  A  hafty  peace,  or  rather  a  truce  of  Ihort 
duration,  was  followed  by  new  commotions  • 
nor  is  it  requiiite  to  dwell  upon  events  fo  little 
capable  to  intereft  curiofity,  or  excite  reflexion, 
and  which  may  be  palfed  over  without  mu¬ 
tilating 
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tilating  the  events  of  thofe  turbulent  times.  A 
Hugh,  who  faw  no  real  advantages  refulting 
from  thefe  perpetual  commotions,  was  at  length 
prevailed  upon  by  the  German  Monarch  to 
renew  his  oaths  of  allegiance,  to  redore  Laon 
to  his  fovereign  ;  and  by  thefe  means  a  tem¬ 
porary  calm  enfued. 

The  interval  of  tranquillity  was  employed  by- 
Lewis  in  regulating  the  affairs  of  Aquitaine  ; 
for  fuch  had  been  the  diforders  of  that  province, 
and  fo  verfatile  the  allegiance  of  the  people, 
that  they  did  homage  to  feveral  mailers  in  the 
courfe  of  a.  year;  and  alfo  in  repelling  the 
incurlions  of  the  Hungarians,  who  had  advanced 
with  dreadful  devallations  into  the  province  of 
Picardy. 

The  latter  years  of  the  life  of  this  Prince  were 
didurbed  by  the  infults  of  Hugh  and  his  partifans, 
whom  he  had  fo  long  ineffectually  draggled  to 
overcome,  and  whom  he  could  never  reduce  to 
perfect  obedience ;  and  by  the  marriage  of  his 
mother  with  Herbert,  Count  of  Troves,  a  fon  of 
the  Count  of  Vermandois,  who  had  detained  her 
former  hulband  fo  many  years  in  captivity. 

Induced  by  the  recent  death  of  a  favourite 
fon  to  quit  Laon,  with  an  intention  to  fix  his 
refidence  at  Rheims, — when  near  the  city,  he 
perceived  a  wolf,  which  he  ventured  to  purfue 
at  full  fpeed  :  his  horfe  fell,  and  he  was  taken 
up  fo  much  wounded  by  the  violence  of  the 
concuffion,  that  he  expired  immediately  after  ha¬ 
ving 
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35°  the  history  of  France, 

A.  Di  ving  been  conveyed  to  the  palace  of  the  Arch-* 

4a’,’vWbilhop,  in  the  thirty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  and 
in  the  nineteenth  of  his  reign  ;  a  period  of  time 
in  which  he  had  fcarcely  enjoyed  one  interval  of 
tranquillity.  Of  five  fons,  which  he  had  by 
Gerberg,  the  daughter  of  Henry  the  Fowler; 
and  lifter  of  Otho,  two  furvived  him,  Lothaire 
and  Charles ;  a  daughter,  Matilda,  married  to 
Gonrad,  King  of  Burgundy;  and  another,  Al- 
paide,  who  became  the  wife  of  Renaud,  Count 
Roucy. 

This  Monarch  was  by  no  means  devoid  of 
manly  qualifications:  he  gave  early  indications 
of  a  fpirit  of  enterprife,  and  firmnefs  of  mind  ; 
and  proved  himfelf  upon  trying  occafions  to 
be  an  intrepid,  and  politic,  prince.  If  in  his 
public  character  there  were  fome  adions  entitled 
to  praife,  in  his  private  condud  there  is  not  any 
thing  to  commend,  but  much  to  cenfure  :  perfi¬ 
dious  and  ungrateful,  his  moral  deviations  were 
not  calculated  to  infpire  confidence,  or  entitle 
him  to  the  attachment  of  his  adherents. 

At  his  acceftion,  his  kingdom  was  weakened  by 
the  diforders  that  had  difmembered  its  ftrength, 
and  undermined  its  foundation ;  and  it  required 
a  head  more  fruitful  in  refources,  and  a  heart  more 
inured  to  difcipline  and  addon,  to  cement  the  melt¬ 
ing  mafs,  and  to  arreft  the  progrefs  of  a  decay, 
that  was  haftening  by  rapid  ftrides  to  a  prema¬ 
ture  and  a  difgraceful  end. 
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Lothaire,  affociated  by  his  father  in  the  regal  A 
dignity  fome  years  before  his  death,  was  pro-  ^ 
bably  indebted  to  that  precaution  for  his  quiet 
acceflion  to  the  vacant  throne :  whatever  might 
have  been  the  intentions  of  the  Duke  of  France, 
they  could  not,  after  that  ceremony,  have  been 
fo  fafely  avowed;  nor  was  the  kingdom,  as  had 
been  the  ufual  pradice,  divided  between  the 
brothers.  A  recent  example  had  occurred  in 
Germany,  where  Otho  had  fucceeded  to  the 
whole  fovereignty  held  by  Henry  the  Fowler, 
although  he  had  left  other  fons ;  and  this  per¬ 
nicious  partition  of  the  regal  authority,  which 
had  fubfified  from  the  reign  of  Clovis,  has 
never  fince  been  refumed  by  the  fucceffors  to 
the  throne  of  France. 

Not  lefs  the  polfelfor  of  the  fovereign  authority, 
than  if  his  brows  had  been  encircled  by  the  dia¬ 
dem,  the  afpiring  Hugh  affumed  the  abfolute 
diredion  of  the  councils  of  the  young  King, 
who  had  fcarcely  attained  his  fifteenth  -year,  and 
whom  he  accompanied  to  Rheims,  there  to  re¬ 
ceive  from  the  hands  of  Artaud,  the  prelate  of 
that  diocefe,  the  facred  undion.  To  the  nume¬ 
rous  honours  that  had  been  lavifhed  upon  the 
Duke  of  France,  he  was  gratified  by  the  addi¬ 
tional  title  of  Duke  of  Aquitaine ;  and  having 
entertained  his  royal  gueft  with  a  profufe  and 
fplendid  hofpitality  in  Paris,  the  ancient  capital 
of  the  kingdom,  a  city  that  had  been  long  lofi 
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A.  D.  to  the  government  of  the  Carlovingian  Princes* 
he  proceeded  with  him  into  Aquitaine,  to  dif- 
poflefs  William  the  fecond,  Count  of  Poitiers, 
of  that  province  ;  a  nobleman  whofe  family  had 
been  diftinguifhed  among  the  few  faithful  adhe¬ 
rents  to  the  defcendants  of  Charlemagne.  The 
city  of  Poitiers  was  in  vain  belieged  by  his 
opponent ;  and  in  the  fucceeding  year,  Hugh 
the  Great,  when  preparing  to  renew  his  hoftile 
intentions,  was  feized  with  a  malignant  diftem- 
per,  and  expired,  at  an  advanced  period  of 
life,  overwhelmed  with  honours,  at  Bourdon ; 
and  who,  without  having  polfeffed  the  regal 
title,  had  enjoyed  the  fupreme  power  for  the 
ipace  of  twenty  years.  He  is  indifcriminately 
mentioned,  in  the  French  hiftory,  by  the  di- 
ftindtive  appellations  of — tiie  White,  from  the 
fairnefs  of  his  complexion ;  the  Great,  from  the 
height  of  his  ftature  ;  the  Prince,  from  his  extent 
of  authority ;  and  the  Abbot,  from  the  rich 
elhablilhments  he  held  of  St.  Denis,  St.  Germain 
des  Prez,  and  St.  Martin  of  Tours. 

Upon  this  diftinguifned  character,  whofe  fon 
was  deftmed  to  wear  the  crown,  and  who  gave 
to  France  a  race  of  Princes  Fill  feated  on  her 
throne,  it  may  be  proper  to  dwell  with  more 
particularity  of  defeription.  With  the  valuable 
abbeys  above  related,  he  held  the  Duchies  of 
Burgundy  and  France,  which  comprehended 

many 
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many  extenfive  counties,  and  confequently  ena-  A.  D. 
bled  him  to  command  the  fervices  of  a  number 

9  56. 

of  rear  vaflals,  whofe  lands  were  within  the  pre¬ 
empts  of  His  domains  :  nor  was  he  lefs  powerful 
in  domeltic  alliances  than  in  extent  of  territories ; 
being  connected  either  by  birth  or  marriage,  to 
the  principal  families  of  the  kingdom  :  and  roy¬ 
alty  had  already  graced  the  brows  of  Eudes 
and  Robert,  his  uncle  and  his  father.  Ethelinde, 
the  daughter  of  Edward  the  elder,  King  of 
England,  had  been  his  firft  contort ;  and  by 
his  third,  Hedwiga,  the  filter  of  Otho,  King 
of  Germany,  he  left  four  foils — Hugh,  fur- 
named  Capet,  Otho,  Eudes,  and  Henry,  to  the 
protection  of  Richard,  Duke  of  Normandy,  upon 
whom  he  had  beltowed  his  daughter  Emma. 

He  appears  to  have  been  pofielfed  of  confi- 
derable  abilities,  but  not  of  a  nature  to  merit 
the  extraordinary  eulogium  that  has  been  lavifhly 
beltowed  upon  h:s  memory:  his  ungovernable 
ambition  Itood  forth  a  prominent  feature  in  his 
character  ;  and  that  pallion  he  gratified,  at  the 
expence  of  jultice,  honour,  and  the  tranquillity 
of  his  country. 

The  young  King,  who  refided  chiefly  at  Laon, 
which,  with  a  few  royal  palaces,  made  nearly  the 
extent  of  his  dominions,  and  which  fcarcely 
afforded  a  decent  fubfiftence  for  his  court,  con- 
tinued  there  the  inactive  fpeCtator  of  the  private, 
and  often  fanguinary  wars  of  his  fubjeCts,  vith- 
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A.  D.  out  either  the  authority  to  reprefs,  or  the  in- 
fiuence  to  conciliate  their  diffenfions. 

Bruno,  Archbifhop  of  Cologne,  intruded  by 
Otho,  his  brother,  with  the  government  of 
Lorraine,  and  equally  united  by  the  ties  of  con- 
fanguinity  to  the  fons  of  Lewis  Tranfmarine,  as 
to  thofe  of  the  late  Duke  of  France,  prevailed 
upon  Hugh  Capet  to  quit  the  protection  of  the 
I^orman  Court  for  that  of  Laon,  and  to  take 
the  oath  of  fealty  to  his  Sovereign:  gratified 
by  his  youthful  confidence,  Lothaire  confirmed 
to  him  the  titles  of  Duke  of  France,  and  Aqui¬ 
taine,  which  his  father  had  borne  ;  and  actuated 
by  a  different  policy,  the  young  Duke  was  as 
Heady  in  his  attachment  to  the  fon,  as  Hugh 
the  Great  had  been  adive  in  promoting  the 
debafement  of  the  father. 

The  reftoration  of  Normandy  to  the  crown 
was  equally  the  objed  of  the  ambition  of 
Lothaire,  as  it  had  been  that  of  Lewis.  Twice 
the  unwary  Richard  had  nearly  fallen  a  vidim  to 
his  credulity,  when  timely  intimation  of  his  im¬ 
pending  danger  refcued  him  from  the  (hares  of 
his  treacherous  rival ;  but  as  it  became  imprac¬ 
ticable  to  fucceed  by  perfidy,  his  dominions 
were  openly  invaded  ;  and  a  war,  as  fruitlefs  as 
it  was  deflrudive,  was  terminated  by  the  refto- 
ration  of  what  had  been  wrefted  from  the  Duke 
by  the  French  Monarch  :  and,  to  purchafe  the 
retreat  of  the  Northern  powers,  which  had  been 
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Called  in  to  the  afliftance  of  Richard,  the  wealth  ^ 
of  both  kingdoms  was  as  neceifarily  as  difgrace- 
frilly  lavifhed. 

From  this  period,  Lothaire  enjoyed,  for  feveral 
years,  a  portion  of  tranquillity  unmarked  by  any 
event,  but  an  expedition  into  Flanders,  in  which 
he  made  himfelf  matter  of  Arras  and  Douay,  and 
obliged  Baldwin  the  Third,  Count  of  that  pro¬ 
vince,  to  acknowledge  his  fuperiority;  which 
having  obtained,  he  reftored  to  him  the  ter¬ 
ritories  he  had  recently  taken.  Upon  his  return 
he  repaired  to  Cologn,  to  efpoufe  Emma, 
daughter  of  Lothaire,  the  late  King  of  Italy, 
whom  he  received  from  the  hands  of  the  Em¬ 
peror  Otho,  w  ho  had  himfelf  taken  for  the  part¬ 
ner  of  his  throne,  Adelaide,  the  widow  of  that  9 66, 
Sovereign. 

This  illuftrious  Prince,  furnamed  the  Great, 
and  the  reftorer  of  the  Wefcern  empire,  had 
four  years  before  this  period  received  the  Im¬ 
perial  honours  at  Rome,  and  is  generally  con- 
fidered  as  the  firft  German  Emperor.  Italy, 
torn  by  faction,  had  alternately  fubmitted  to 
various  competitors.  Rodolph  the  Second,  King 
of  Transjurane  Burgundy,  had  dethroned  the 
Duke  of  Friuli,  and  had  been  himfelf  obliged 
to  retire,  from  the  l'uperior  power  of  Flugh, 
Count,  or  King,  of  Arles.  The  like  fate  awaited 
him  from  Berenger  the  Second,  whofe  tyranny, 
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A.  D.  with  that  of  his  fon  Adelbert,  induced  the  Pope 
to  folicit  the  protection  of  the  King  of  Ger¬ 
many.  The  licentious  John  the  Twelfth  then 
filled  the  Papal  chair,  a  Roman  Patrician  by 
birth,  and  the  firft  who  changed  his  name  upon 
his  elevation  to  that  dignity:  he  had  been  ele&ed 
to  that  Ration,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  by  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  his  family  connexions,  without  having, 
or  probably  intending  to  embrace  the  clerical 
life.  Otho  was  not  tardy  in  affording  the  required 
fupport ;  he  repaired  to  Italy,  and  foon  became 
the  acknowledged  Sovereign  of  that  country : 
proceeding  to  Rome,  he  was  there  inverted  with 
the  Imperial  honours,  with  the  accurtomed  cere¬ 
monies  ;  and,  like  his  great  predeceflor  in  that 
dignity,  confirmed  to  the  Holy  See  the  donations 
that  had  been  made  by  that  Sovereign,  with  the 
fame  limited  rertriffions,  “  Saving  in  all  things,” 
laid  he,  “  our  authority,  and  tha't  of  our  fon  and 
tc  defendants. ”  But  the  Emperor  had  no  fooner 
left  the  city,  than  the  Pope,  probably  forefeeing 
a  marter  in  his  protestor,  entered  into  an  alliance 
with  his  former  enemy  Adelbert,  and  inrtigated 
the  Hungarians  to  invade  Germany.  The  incon- 
ftancy  of  the  Roman  people  was  twice  chaftifed 
by  the  refentment  of  the  Sovereign  they  had 
elected  ;  and  Otho,  during  his  refidence  at  Pavia, 
renewed  the  ancient  alliance  between  the  Eaft- 
ern  and  Weftern  Empires  that  had  been  fo 
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long  neglected  by  the  fucceffors  of  Charle-  A.  D. 


magne.  t 

Upon  the  death  of  this  Prince,  the  diffenflons 
that  enfued  in  Lorraine,  aroufed  the  attention  of 
the  French  Monarch,  who  was  not  infenfible  to 
the  hereditary  claim  he  had  to  that  kingdom. 
Poffelfed  of  confxderable  intereft  from  the  do¬ 
mains  he  enjoyed  in  right  of  Gerberg,  the  queen- 
mother,  in  that  country,  he  refigned  to  Charles, 
his  brother,  thofe  territories,  that  he  might  be 
enabled  to  ferment  the  private  feuds  of  the  Nobles 
who  were  not  well  affected  to  the  Imperial  go¬ 
vernment.  Otho  the  Second,  furnamed  the 
Sanguinary,  embarraffed  by  his  German  fub- 
jedts,  and  clearly  penetrating  the  meditated 
plans  of  Lothaire,  by  an  artful  ftroke  of  policy 
circumvented  his  projects,  and  fowed  the  feeds 
of  difeord  between  the  brothers,  by  an  olfer  to 
Charles  of  the  polfeflion  of  the  Lower  Lorraine, 
comprehending  Brabant,  and  the  country  from 
the  Rhine  and  the  Efcaut  to  the  ocean  ;  upon  the 
confideration  of  receiving  from  him  no  further 
moleftation,  and  that  he  ihould  likewife  confent 
to  hold  that  principality  as  his  vaflal,  and  take 
the  oaths  of  fealty  to  the  Imperial  Crown.  This 
Prince,  who  had  reluctantly  continued  his  refi- 
dence  at  the  Court  of  Laon,  without  appoint¬ 
ments  adequate  to  his  rank,  received  with  eager- 
nefs  the  offered  boon,  and  fixed  the  feat  of 
his  government  at  Bruffels. 
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A.  D.  Exafjperated  at  this  unexpected  league,  fo  in- 
confident  with  the  intereft  and  dignity  of  his 
crown,  the  French  Monarch  entered  the  Upper 
Lorraine,  burning  with  refentment ;  feized  upon 
Metz,  and  proceeded  with  fuch  fecret  rapidity  to 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  that  he  furprifed  the  Emperor 
as  he  was  engaged  in  the  pleafures  of  the  table, 
and  fcarcely  gave  him  time  to  fecure  his  perfonal 
fafety:  the  city  was  abandoned  to  pillage,  and 
the  adjacent  country  laid  wafte.  In  return  for 
thefe  de vacations,  Otho  retaliated  upon  the  un¬ 
fortunate  inhabitants  of  his  rival’s  dominions, 
with  an  army  of  fixty  thoufand  men,  which  car¬ 
ried  their  deftru&ive  ravages  as  far  as  the  gates 
of  Paris,  and  prepared  to  befi  ege  the  city:  after 
many  idle  gafeonades,  he  was  however  obliged, 
by  Hugh  Capet,  to  abandon  his  enterprife ;  and, 
with  the  afllftance  of  the  Count  of  Anjou,  Lo- 
thaire  affailed  him  in  his  retreat,  deftroyed  the 
moft  confiderable  part  of  his  army,  and  pofiefled 
himfelf  of  a  large  portion  of  Lorraine.  But 
thefe  fucceftes  were  not  attended  oy  any  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  victor,  who  could  not  retain  his 
vaifals  in  the  field,  and  who  had  not  troops  to 
preferve  the  acquifitions  he  had  made;  he  there¬ 
fore  found  himfelf  necefiitated  to  accede  to  a  treaty 
he  was  not  in  a  fituation  to  rejeefi,  in  which  the 
Emperor  preferved  the  contefted  province,  and 
confented  to  acknowledge  its  poflefiion  as  a  fief 
of  the  Gallic  Crown. 


Upon 
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Upon  the  death  of  that  Prince,  the  French 
Monarch  affeCted  to  fupport  his  fon  Otho  the  984 — 6. 
Third,  againft  the  intrigues  of  the  Duke  of 
Bavaria;  but  his  meditated  plans  were  evident  in 
the  feizure  of  Verdun:  nor  was  it  improbable 
that,  had  he  lived,  he  would  have  taken  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  youthful  years  of  the  Emperor, 
and  re-annexed  Lorraine  to  his  dominions ;  but  in 
the  enfuing  year  his  projects  were  arrefted  by  the 
hand  of  death,  and  he  breathed  his  laft  at  Rheims, 
in  :  he  forty-fixth  year  of  his  age,  and  the  thirty- 
fecona  of  his  reign.  It  was  conjectured  that  he  was 
taken  off  by  poifon,  adminiftered  by  his  Queen, 
a  report  Strengthened  by  the  Duke  of  Lorraine, 
whofe  inveteracy  towards  Emma  he  had  after¬ 
wards  fome  caufe  to  repent ;  but  this  furmife 
appears  to  have  been  indifcriminately  given  to 
every  prince,  from  the  death  of  Charles  the  Bald, 
and  may  not  have  been  without  foundation  in  fuch 
times  of  difcord  and  confufion.  He  left  one  fon, 

Lewis,  his  fucceflor  to  the  throne,  who  had  been 
acknowledged  fome  years  before  his  death;  and 
Arnold,  an  illegitimate  fon,  w'ho  was  afterwards 
Archbifhop  of  Rheims. 

The  character  of  this  Prince  has  been  va¬ 
riously  reprefented  :  he  has  been  allowed  the 
praife  of  having  been  able  to  unite  the  No¬ 
bles,  and  preferve  their  obedience ;  whilft  it 
is  afferted  by  others  that  he  took  but  little 
pains  to  conciliate  their  affections,  and  that  he 
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A.  D.  encouraged  their  private  difputes,  to  augment  his  ' 

s*m*“*J  perfonai  influence,  by  becoming  the  med iator  of 
their  refpective  altercations.  He  certainly  pre- 
ferved  a  more  internal  tranquillity  than  his  pre- 
deceflors  had  done;  and  had  at  leafc  the1  ability 
to  acquire  the  fupport  of  the  great  vaffals,  which 
they  were  not  able  to  obtain.  He  was  perfidious 
— the  leading  vice  of  the  times ;  a  warlike  Prince, 
active  in  his  public  capacity,  and  atten.ive  to  the 
fubordinate  affairs  of  the  State,  but  with  fuch 
limited  powers,  as  rendered  it  impoflible  to  effeft 
the  reftoration  of  the  regal  authority  which  he 
had  proje&ed. 


With  the  fucceflion  to  his  dominions,  Lewis 
inherited  not  the  abilities  of  Lothaire :  reftlefs,  and 
impetuous  in  his  paflions,  he  had  been  intruded, 
and  warmly  commended,  to  the  fidelity  and  fup¬ 
port  of  the  Duke  of  France,  who,  with  an  inte¬ 
rest  not  lefs  powerful  than  had  been  that  of  his 
father,  poifeffed  an  ambition  equally  predominant, 
but  better  concealed  by  a  natural  mildnefs  and 
moderation  of  character.  The  young  Sovereign, 
by  his  direction,  was  again  crowned  at  Rheims  ; 
and  his  fhort  reign  palfed  off,  unmarked  by  any 
event,  but  the  irreconcileable  enmity  with  which 
he  purfued  his  mother  Emma.  Adalberon,  Bifhop 
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of  Laon,  he  accufed  of  criminal  intrigues  with  a.  D. 
that  Princefs,  and  compelled  him  to  leave  the'-pp' 
kingdom.  The  degraded  Queen  had  already 
aroufed  the  German  Court  to  efpoufe  her  caufe, 

■when  Lewis  was  fummoned  from  a  world  in 
which  he  had  been  allotted  fo  fnort  a  fpan,  in 
the  twentieth  year  of  his  age,  without  having 
given  any  indications  of  talents  that  promifed 
tranquillity  to  himfelf,  or  virtues  that  could  have 
been  beneficial  to  his  country.  He  was  furnamed 
the  Faineant,  rather  applied  to  the  little  that  had 
been  done  in  his  fhort  reign,  than  to  any  per- 
fonal  defects.  By  Blanch,  his  queen,  he  left 
not  any  children  :  and  it  has  been  fuggefted^ 
as  fhe  had  given  him  early  marks  of  her  difguft, 
that  fhe  had  fhortened  his  life  by  poifon  ;  an 
imputation  attributed  by  others  to  the  arts  of  the 
licentious  Emma  ! 

Thus,  with  Lewis  the  Fifth,  clofed  the  regal 
power  of  the  laft  Prince  who  fwayed  the  fceptre 
of  the  Carlovingian  line,  whofe  fplendid  com¬ 
mencement  promifed  a  more  lengthened  duration, 
than  its  degraded  career,  and  its  ultimate  extinc¬ 
tion,  in  the  fhort  fpace  of  tw o  hundred  and  thirty- 
fix  years  :  fo  frail  is  all  temporal  grandeur,  and 
fuch  the  little  flrefs  that  is  to  be  placed  upon 
human  ambition,  the  pride  of  defcent,  and  the 
continuance  of  hereditary  exaltation  !  United  in 
one  mighty  mafs,  it  maintained  its  height  of 
glory  ;  divided  into  fmail  portions,  it  was  reduced 
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A.  D.  to  nothing  !  From  a  dominion  extending  over  a 
third  of  Europe,  contra&ed,  before  its  final  clofe, 
to  the  narrow  domains  of  Laon  and  Soiffons  ;  nor 
was  that  portion,  fmall  as  it  was,  enjoyed  without 
care,  and  preferved  without  moleftation. 


Having  attempted  to  delineate  the  moll  flriking 
revolutions,  and  to  record  the  moft  memorable 
events  of  the  Fjuftory  of  France,  including  a  period 
of  more  than  feven  hundred  years,  it  would  not 
be  an  unprofitable  fpeculation  to  dwell  upon  the 
virtues,  and  to  analyfe  the  vices  of  thofe  who  have 
held  the  reins  of  government ;  but,  as  in  politics, 
the  paflions  of  men  are  too  often  fuffered  to 
influence  the  judgment,  we  fhall  content  our- 
felves,  in  this  place,  with  hazarding  a  few  general 
remarks,  without  wifhing  to  draw  conclufions 
from  traditionary  reports,  or  hiftorical  illuflra- 
tions. 

Upon  a  careful  review  of  hiftory,  either  ancient 
or  modern,  we  cannot  help  being  furprifed  at  the 
fiuduation  of  public  opinions,  the  inftability  of 
worldly  grandeur,  and  the  fhort  duration  of  human 
life.  The  vicifiitudes  of  fortune  are  fufficiently 
numerous  and  important  to  deprefs  the  ardour  of 
ambition,  and  to  evince  the  futility  of  depending, 
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with  exaggerated  zeal,  upon  that  glory,  which,  a.  D. 
however  bright  at  one  period,  may  foon  be  in- 
volved  in  obfcurity,  or  link  into  a  fudden  and 
eternal  night. 

The  ambition  of  Clovis,  the  moderation  of 
Pepin*  and  the  rigour  of  Charlemagne,  were  not 
fufficient  to  prevent  the  empires  which  they  had 
formed  from  crumbling  into  duft ;  and  the  poli¬ 
tical  declenlion  of  the  power  of  the  firft,  and  the 
decay  of  the  authority  of  the  laft,  were  feen  to 
commence  under  the  weak  and  turbulent  reigns 
of  their  immediate  fuccelfors.  The  efforts  that 
were  made  to  prevent  them  from  a  total  annihila¬ 
tion,  prefent  to  the  view  a  feries  of  meafures,  and 
si  variety  of  events,  difgraced  by  atrocities  the 
mod  inhuman,  and  by  conquefts  not  lefs  repre- 
henlible  than  indecilive. 

An  extenlion  of  empire  has  always  proved  a 
baneful  error  in  the  fyftem  of  politics;  and  in 
no  inftances  more  fatally  illuffrated,  than  in  the 
hiftory  of  thofe  ages  which  have  fo  lately  palfed 
under  review.  The  more  a  prince  enlarges  his 
dominions,  the  more  he  extends  the  neceffary 
fphere  of  his  anxiety  and  cares,  and  the  more  is 
left  open  the  field  of  ingratitude,  bf  Treachery, 
and  of  crimes.  Not  being  able  to  exert  his  vi¬ 
gilance,  and  to  give  effedt  to  his  decrees,  the 
power  entrufted  to  his  minifters  is  too  generally 
^bufed ;  and  he  becomes  unpopular,  degraded,  or 
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A.  D.  dethroned,  on  account  of  the  vices,  the  defpotifin, 
and  the  inhumanity  of  others. 

The  errors  of  kings  are  too  often  dwelt  upon 
with  invidious  aggravation,  while  their  good  qua¬ 
lities  are  fuffered  to  be  palled  over  in  filence, 
or  to  be  regarded  through  a  mirror  that  dazzles, 
although  it  leaves  the  brilliant  object  unobferved. 
The  artificial  character  which  royalty  is  obliged 
to  afiiime,  prevents  the  lovereign  from  being  in¬ 
timately  known  himfelf,  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
precludes  the  opportunity  of  his  being  able  to 
difcover  the  fincerity  of  others :  hence  arifes  that 
diverfity  of  fentiment,  and  that  dubiety  of  condudt, 
which  have  fo  frequently  led  to  the  depreflion  of 
the  people,  and  to  the  deftrudtion  of  empires. 

Their  private  virtues,  from  the  infrequency  of 
their  exiftence,  are  not  always  regarded  with  fuch 
enthufiafm  as  to  enfure  an  imitation  from  thofe 
who  furround  them  ;  nor  are  their  vices  confi- 
dered  as  a  reafon  fufficiently  cogent  for  the  rejec¬ 
tion  of  their  favours  :  for,  whatever  may  foe  the 
faftidious  opinion  of  thofe  who  inveigh  againft  the 
complacency  of  courts,  there  are  but  few  who 
•would  not  forego  their  independency  when  their 
interefl  is  awakened  by  emolument,  and  their 
ambition  flattered  by  the  attainment  of  honours. 
Rewards  and  punrfiiments  being  indifcriminately 
confided  to  one  perfon,  the  power  of  bellowing 
the  one,  and  the  neceflity  of  inflicting  the  other, 
''  -  mult 
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inuft  neceflarily  excite  a  ftruggle  in  the  mind  ;  A.  D. 
and  when  the  laws  are  fufficiently  ftrong  in  them- 
helves  to  convnft  the  guilty,  why  fliould  they  not 
remove  from  the  fovereign  the  moft  painful  part 
of  his  magifterial  functions  ?  that  awful  fiat,  that 
impofes  upon  a  fellow-creature,  although  a  juft, 
yet  the  tremendous  fentenceof  death. 

As  a  king  is  feated  upon  the  throne  to  watch 
over  the  fafety,  and  to  be  the  guardian  of  the 
happinefs  of  his  people,  he  fliould  feduloufiy  and 
religioufly  reflecft  upon  the  facred  charge  with 
which  he  has  been  entrufted  ;  their  comfort  and 
profperity  being  dependent  upon  his  paternal,  and 
equally  upon  his  political  care,  he  fliould  accurately 
afcertain  their  wants  and  enjoyments,  and  be  con¬ 
tented  to  make  himfelf  a  partaker  of  both  ;  and 
while  he  thus  acfts  up  to  the  character  with  which 
he  is  invefted,  he  is  entitled,  like  the  father  of  a 
family,  to  the  dutiful  fupport,  as  to  the  love  and 
venerat  on  of  his  fubjetfts. 

If  monarchs  be  called  the  vice-gerents  of  God, 
they  are  ftill  liable  to  the  mortifications  of  human 
life ;  and  did  not  their  educations  exempt  them 
from  a  peculiar  modification  and  fenfibility  of 
feeling,  they  would,  upon  a  review  of  their  ap¬ 
pointments,  and  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  what 
is  expedted  from  their  fituations,  be  the  moft 
wretched  and  the  moft  pitiable  beings  upon  earth. 
Theirs  being  a  painful  pre-eminence,  is  entitled 
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A.  D.  to  candid  allowances,  and,  viewed  in  this  light, 
their  errors  ought  to  be  confidered  as  thofe  at¬ 
tached  to  humanity,  and  their  virtues  acknow¬ 
ledged  to  be  inherently  their  own. 
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